
 

Interim Programme 
 

February 6
th

, Drumalis, Larne,  
7pm to 9pm 
Remembering 1914-16 talks by  
Dr. Fearghal McGarry, Dr. Chris Mansen  
and Philip Orr followed by chaired discussion  
 
 

February 12
th

, The Braid, 
Ballymena, 06.30pm to 9.00pm

 

Prof. Richard S. Grayson, author of Belfast 
Boys will deliver a session demonstrating his 
five step methodology for uncovering WW1 
histories. This session is designed to support 
the building of On the Brink1914-16 research 
skills in the community. 

 
Please see overleaf for further details on 
both events. Please contact 
maria.cagney@ballymena.gov.uk with any 
enquiries. 

These events are 

FREE 

mailto:maria.cagney@ballymena.gov.uk


 

Diary Dates 

 

February 6
th

, Drumalis Retreat Centre*, Larne, 
7pm to 9pm 

Remembering 1914-16 lectures by 
Dr. Fearghal McGarry, Dr. Chris Mansen 

and Mr. Philip Orr followed by chaired panel discussion 
 

Dr Fearghal McGarry, Senior Lecturer in the School of History and Anthropology at 
Queens University Belfast is interested in the role of commemoration and historical 
memory in Ireland and has recently completed a history of the Easter Rising and 

extensive research on the Bureau of Military History’s witness statements on 1916. 
Fearghal will deliver an illustrated talk on this period of war and revolution while also 

sharing his insights on inclusive remembrance. 

 
Dr. Chris Mansen will draw on his PhD research to present an overview of post-war 
Army Service Remembrance through local War Memorials, describing the contexts in 

which these were planned and erected. He will also explore examples of War 
Memorials in the south of Ireland. He will briefly reference the political contexts in 

which these were created and unveiled. 
 
Philip Orr, renowned local historian and writer of the Road to the Somme will deliver 

a talk exploring the impact of The Somme on the Protestant psych in Ulster and 

the culture of Somme remembrance which has evolved. This will be explored in 

context of Ireland’s participation in the Great War.  

 
Venue: Drumalis*Retreat Centre, Glenarm Rd, Larne, BT40 1DT 

 
 
 

 

FREE EVENT 

http://pure.qub.ac.uk/portal/en/organisations/school-of-history-and-anthropology(efcba297-684d-4dc3-8fda-b3ff66250698).html


 

Diary Dates 

 
February 12th, Mid-Antrim Museum at The Braid, 1-29, Bridge St, 

Ballymena BT43 5EJ 

ULSTER'S 1914-18 MILITARY HISTORY FROM THE STREETS 

 
Prof Richard Grayson will draw on his book Belfast Boys to demonstrate the five basic 
steps which can be taken to uncover the story of a local area during the war.   
 
His session will explore all three volunteer divisions which were recruited from Ulster, the 
10th, 16th and 36th, while also seeking to go far beyond the stories of these three 
formations.  There will be particular attention to events of 1914-5, including the stories 
of UVF members who served elsewhere other than in the 36th Division, sometimes 
alongside members of the Irish National Volunteers. 
 
Throughout, the approach will be to help researchers discover more about the subjects 
which most interest them, while also placing well-known narratives into a broader, 
sometimes forgotten, chain of events, to offer a narrative of the war which is as inclusive as 
possible in terms of Ulster's 1914-18 service.  Those attending are invited to bring along any 
documents/artefacts which are relevant to the era of the Great War. 

 
6.30pm to 7.00pm – Discuss your research/object with Richard/ Museum staff 
7.00pm to 9.00pm – 5 step Research Methodology session 
9.00pm to 9.30pm – Discuss your research/object with Richard and Museum staff 
 

Please contact maria.cagney@ballymena.gov.uk with any queries 
 

Subject to funding Mid-Antrim Museum Service and Causeway Museum Service hope 
to roll out workshops in the coming weeks in which participants will learn to apply 
this research methodology to generate their own WWI case studies. Further 
information on this will be circulated on February 12th at Prof. Grayson’s session. 
 
  

 

FREE EVENTS 

mailto:maria.cagney@ballymena.gov.uk

