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An Post issues 16 Easter Rising stamps 
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The Easter Rising is coming to a doormat near you. A series of 16 specially designed stamps has been released by An Post with 
a special feature that allows them to link to online information about the events of 1916.  

The centenary stamps celebrate leaders and icons of the Rising and participants including women.  

“We felt it was really important to include women in the series for both inclusive and conciliatory reasons,” Dr Fearghal 
McGarry, of the School of History and Anthropology at Queen’s University in Belfast, said. 

“Women played an essential role in the Rising and this fact has not always been acknowledged. If you look, for example, at the 
series of stamps issued for the 50th anniversary of the Rising, it was very male-heavy,” he added.  

Dr McGarry advised on the collection along with Lar Joye, the curator of Irish military history at the National Museum of 
Ireland. 

If scanned by a smartphone app, the stamps will bring users to a series of additional resources including material in An Post’s 
new GPO Witness History visitor centre which is opening to the public on Easter Tuesday, March 29. 

The series will also feature an extract of the 1916 Proclamation and accounts of the wider civil experiences. An “aftermath” 
series will focus on the consequences of the Rising.  

Participants featured include Dr Kathleen Lynn, Elizabeth O’Farrell and Louisa Nolan.  

“Dr Kathleen Lynn was an interesting person,” Dr McGarry said. “She came from a Church of Ireland background, yet she was 
a member of the Irish Citizen Army and the chief medical officer during the Rising. In later life, she established St Ultan’s 
Hospital in Cherry Orchard in Dublin.”  

“Elizabeth O’Farrell was a member of Cumann na mBan and played a prominent role in the surrender. She represents the rank 
and file rebels of the Rising. Louisa Nolan, meanwhile, was at the scene of the battle of Mount Street Bridge. As a civilian, she 
played a part in helping British soldiers on Wednesday of Easter Week,” he added.  
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An Post expects a big demand for the stamps – both at home and abroad. 

“These are not commemorative stamps. They will be used as everyday stamps,” Angus Laverty, a spokesman for An Post, said.  

“They will be issued in their millions and travel all around the world. You could say they will represent Ireland abroad,” he 
added.  

They will be available for the rest of this year at post offices throughout the country. They can be bought in special souvenir 
packs at irishstamps.ie. 
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