
A celebration of Irish writing

Aspects Festival
Bangor, 14-24 September 2017
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HELLO AND WELCOME

Welcome to Aspects 2017!

Building on last year’s 25th anniversary celebrations, this year we continue to bring 
stars of the literary world to Bangor to celebrate Irish writing. Once again, we have 
put together an eclectic programme featuring prominent authors such as David 
Park, Frank McGuinness, Colm Tóibín and Malachi O’Doherty.

We are delighted to also welcome actress and hugely successful author Carol 
Drinkwater to this year’s Festival, loved by many for her role in All Creatures Great 
and Small.

Poetry lovers are in for a treat too with a whole host of poetry events on offer. 
From our annual poetry slam to readings from Michael Longley, Moyra Donaldson 
and Rachel Mccrum – you can even go foraging whilst writing Japanese poetry in 
beautiful Clandeboye Estate at our Walk on the Wild Side event.

With live music from Joshua Burnside and plenty for our younger audiences with 
Gruffalo yoga and Myra Zepf’s children’s workshops, there really is something for 
everyone at this year’s Aspects.

Keep an eye out around the town for our wonderful exhibitions including Neil 
Shawcross’ Penguins book covers and check out our series of Clandeboye events 
and talks. 

We hope you enjoy exploring our programme and look forward to seeing you at the 
Festival.

Aspects Festival Team
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Aspects at a glance

Pg 6 25 Aug Art and Poetry Blackberry Path Free

Pg 6 11-24 
Sept Open Book Boom Studios Free

Pg 7 4-30 
Sept

Neil Shawcross 
Penguins and Paint

Bangor Carnegie 
Library Free

Pg 8 14-30 
Sept Reading Between the Lines Bangor Carnegie 

Library Free

Pg 9 2 Sept Poetry and Art in the 
Afternoon Blackberry Path Free

Pg 9 9 Sept Women Aloud Readings Blackberry Path Free

Pg 10 13 Sept Abandoned; Not Forgotten? Sync Space Free

Pg 11 7-14 
Sept The Belfast Boys Ava Gallery, 

Clandeboye Free

Pg 12 14 Sept Heritage, History and Place Clandeboye Estate Free

Pg 13 14 Sept Michael Longley Clandeboye Estate £5

Pg 14 14 Sept Lady Dufferin Clandeboye Estate £10

Pg 15 15 Sept Frank McGuinness Bangor Castle £10

Pg 16 15 Sept Wine and Rhymes Blackberry Path £10

Pg 17 16 Sept Children’s storytelling 
with Myra Zepf

North Down 
Museum £5

Pg 18 16 Sept A Walk on the Wild Side Clandeboye Estate £25

Pg 20 16 Sept My Father's Chair 
by Stephen Beggs Studio 1A £8/£6

Pg 21 16 Sept Vital Nutrition with Jane 
McClenaghan

North Down 
Museum Free

Pg 22 16 Sept Poetry Slam SERC Theatre £5
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Pg 23 17 Sept Sketch Walk Meet at Ward Park £5

Pg 24 17 Sept The Gruffalo Children's Yoga North Down 
Museum £5

Pg 25 17 Sept Moyra Donaldson and Paul 
Maddern Blackberry Path £10

Pg 26 20 Sept Peter Fallon North Down 
Museum £8

Pg 27 20 Sept Rachel McCrum North Down 
Museum £6

Pg 28 21 Sept Malachi O'Doherty North Down 
Museum £8

Pg 29 22 Sept Carol Drinkwater North Down 
Museum £10

Pg 29 23 Sept Carol Drinkwater – Writing 
Memoir workshop

North Down 
Museum £15

Pg 30 22 Sept Colm Tóibín Bangor Castle £10

Pg 31 23 Sept Meet the Editors North Down 
Museum £8

Pg 32 23 Sept Creative Children’s 
Workshops

Bangor Carnegie 
Library £5

Pg 33 23 Sept In the Footsteps of St. 
Columbanus Studio 1A £8

Pg 34 23 Sept Replanting Paradise: Bangor 
on the Hereford world map Studio 1A £8

Pg 35 23 Sept Joshua Burnside Bangor Castle £12

Pg 36 24 Sept David Park and Bernie McGill North Down 
Museum £8

Pg 37 24 Sept Kelly Creighton: Book launch North Down 
Museum Free
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Friday 25 August 6.30-9.30pm 
Art and Poetry
Launch of the Fifth Annual Bangor Poetry Competition
The Blackberry Path Art Studios
Free Event

Readings by competitors
Live music by Donna Kernan

The exhibition will showcase poems by local poets. The work is selected from 
submissions of illustrated poems exhibited throughout the three floors of this small, 
but beautifully formed, creative space! You are invited to visit the exhibition and vote 
for your favourite poem.

The exhibition is open Wednesday to Saturday 11am-1pm, 25 August - 14 September.

11 - 24 September 
Open Book
Boom Studios
Free Event

Open Book – an exhibition of sketch books from local artists.

Boom have distributed A5 sketchbooks and the results will create this exhibition. It 
will demonstrate the process of making art, where artists get inspiration and how they 
work through their ideas.

Opening times 10am to 4pm Monday to Saturday.
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Exhibition 4 – 30 September
Neil Shawcross: 
Penguins and Paint
Bangor Carnegie Library
Free Entry during library opening 
hours

Aspects Festival is thrilled to showcase 
the work of renowned artist, Neil 
Shawcross with a selection of his 
Penguin Book Covers. 

Although based in Belfast, Neil 
Shawcross was born in Kearseley, Co 
Lancashire, in 1940. He attended Bolton 
College of Art, and Lancaster College of 
Art. He came to Belfast in 1962 as a part–
time lecturer at Belfast’s College of Art. 

As an artist, decorative, painterly 
concerns mean everything to him, 
the work of the eye being paramount. 
Shawcross’ painting is always 
affectionate, often humorous, always 
an act of faith, and a delight in the 
presentation of objects. His themes 
have remained still life, the portrait 
and the nude. His influences are by 
way of the French tradition – Bonnard, 
Mattisse and Duffy. His reductive eye 
picks out characteristic, telling shapes 
and patterns; colours soak and spread, 
while lines sparingly assist the editing 
process. As in children’s art, object and 
ground are governed by flatness. As an 
enthusiastic teacher of young children, 
Shawcross endorses their seeing in a 
manner of an equal partner, rather than 
an interventionist.

Artist talk with David Torrens 
on Monday 18 September 7pm
Bangor Carnegie Library
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14 – 30 September
Reading Between the Lines 
Bangor Carnegie Library
Free Event

LOCI Artist Group will create a series of new works that respond to themes of the 
Festival through a collaborative creative process.  The work will form a site-specific 
installation at the Bangor Carnegie library. The artworks will look at relationships 
between women, art and printed matter. 

LOCI Artists’ Group, formed in 2014 by five women working in visual art, research and 
writing. Work by: Rachel Glynne, Siun Hanrahan, Amanda McKittrick, Bryonie Reid and 
Mhairi Sutherland.

The exhibition is free and accessible during normal library opening hours.
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Saturday 2 September, 2-4pm   
Poetry and Art in the Afternoon
The Blackberry Path Art Studios
Free Event

Come and enjoy an afternoon at Blackberry Path, where you well get to hear some 
of the submitted entries read in the poets own voice, browse the art stalls and don’t 
forget to vote for your favourite poem!

Saturday 9 September, 2-4pm    
Women Aloud Readings
The Blackberry Path Art Studios 
Free Event

Women Aloud NI is an initiative which aims to raise the profile of the women’s writing 
scene in Northern Ireland.

Readings by members of the Women Aloud Group. 
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Wednesday 13 September, 7pm
Abandoned; Not Forgotten?
A multidisciplinary installation by Visual Artist Lise McGreevy, 
Artist and Composer Marie Therese Davis, Poet Jim Johnston and 
Film Maker Paul Whittaker
Sync Space
Free Event

Striping away the political agenda, the remit for all four artists for this installation was 
to promote and embrace both factions of our society, culturally and equally, to create 
an original body of work, which they best felt answered the question: The culture, 
heritage and language of our joint Irish and Ulster Scots history – is it abandoned; 
forgotten? 

The reply by all four was a resounding no. 

The exhibition will be open to the public on 14 - 15, 20 -22 September, 10am – 5pm
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7 – 14 September
The Belfast Boys
The Ava Gallery, Clandeboye Estate
Free Event

The Belfast Boys exhibition represents 20th Century Ulster Artists drawn from both 
corporate and private collections many on view for the first time in decades.

The Belfast Boys, with Adam’s exhibitions at the Ava Gallery, include strong museum 
quality works by Gerard Dillon, George Campbell, Colin Middleton and Daniel O’Neill. 
These will be complimented by works by Norah McGuinness, several works by Kenneth 
Webb, Maurice Wilks and William Conor. Contemporary artists include the artist Basil 
Blackshaw who died last year, Neil Shawcross, Brian Ballard, Mark Shields, Rita Duffy, 
Hector McDonnell and Richard Croft to name but a few. 

Mon – Fri 11am-5pm
Saturday and Sunday 2-5pm
Thursday 14 open until 8pm

For further information 
david@adams.ie
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Thursday 14 September
Clandeboye – Heritage, History and Place
Clandeboye Reading Party 
Remembering the Wars
Free Event – registration required

The Clandeboye Reading Party brings together staff and students from Queens 
University Belfast and Trinity College Dublin, the local community and the Aspects 
Festival and aims to promote deeper cultural awareness and understanding of 
sensitive issues around war, commemoration, identity, memory, place and history.
 
9.30-11.30am
History and Literature Harvest
Have you some family memories of the war or memorabilia or a favourite war poem or 
piece of literature that you’d like to share? Join organisers Leonie Hannan, Fionnuala 
Walsh, and Ciaran O’Neill to explore local memories of the Great War. 

12.00-4.30pm
World War I and II ‘Roadshow’ at Clandeboye Courtyard 
Running throughout the afternoon:
• Black and white footage of the wars on loan from the Imperial War Museum
• The Blackwood Exhibition

12noon 
Heather Montgomery from Living Legacies (QUB) 
Ireland’s involvement in WW1 from an archaeological perspective, discover more about 
the Clandeboye training camp.

12.45-1.30pm 
New Research on WW1 and WW2
Lightning talks by TCD/QUB postgraduate students and postdoctoral fellows.

1.45-2.30pm
The Poetry of WW1 and WW2
Join our leading experts to find out more about some of the most famous war poems 
of the 20th century.

2.45-3.30pm
Commemoration and Memory
Panel discussion with Ciaran O’Neill, Fearghal McGarry, Tom Hulme and Marie Coleman.
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Thursday 14 September 
3.45pm
Michael Longley
Reads the war poems
Clandeboye Reading Party 
£5

Michael Longley has long been 
acknowledged as one of our greatest 
living poets: Seamus Heaney once 
described him as ‘a keeper of the 
artistic estate, a custodian of griefs and 
wonders’. 

Michael has produced twelve collections 
of poetry. Angel Hill was published in 
June 2017. In Angel Hill the imaginations 
of poet and painter intermingle and 
two exacting wildernesses productively 
overlap. Love poems and elegies and 
heart-rending reflections on the Great 
War and the Northern Irish Troubles 
add further weight to Michael Longley’s 
outstanding collection. Angel Hill will 
undoubtedly delight this great poet’s 
many admirers.

© Bobbie Hanvey
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Thursday 14 September, 7.30pm     
Clandeboye and the World Wars
Lady Dufferin
Clandeboye Estate
£10

Lady Dufferin will examine the part that 
Clandeboye played in the background to the 
World Wars. She will consider the impact on 
WWI’s military alliances of the Great Game 
between the UK and Russia, in which the First 
Marquess was involved as ambassador to 
Russia and later Viceroy of India. She will also 
discuss the impact of the Boer War, which 
claimed the life of the first Marquess’s son, on 
both Clandeboye and the political and military 
situation in Britain and Ireland.

Lady Dufferin’s presentation will go on to explore the involvement of Clandeboye in 
each of the World Wars, from Lady Hermione Blackwood’s service as a nurse in France 
in WWI, to the fourth Marquess’s death in action in Burma during WWII, and the use of 
the grounds at Clandeboye in both wars as a training camp for British and American 
soldiers. It will give special attention to the role of Helen’s Tower as a symbol of WWI, 
and its reconstruction as the Ulster Tower, Northern Ireland’s war memorial at Thiepval 
in northern France.

Finally, she will consider the ongoing legacy of the wars on Clandeboye, including the 
succession of the late fifth Marquess to his title on the death of his father in 1945, at 
the age of just six, and the subsequent ways in which the estate has played its part in 
commemorating and comprehending the loss of life the wars entailed.
 
Professor Jane Ohlmeyer, who is the Erasmus Smith’s Professor of Modern History 
at Trinity College Dublin, will chair Lady Dufferin’s lecture.  It will be followed by a 
panel discussion involving literary specialists and historians from Trinity and Queen’s 
University Belfast and Stephen Reid, Chief Executive of Ards and North Down Borough 
Council.
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© Bobby Hanvey

Friday 15 September, 7pm
Frank McGuinness
Bangor Castle
£10

Frank McGuinness is a playwright, writer, poet, novelist and librettist. In addition to his 
own plays such as The Factory Girls, Observe the Sons of Ulster Marching Towards the 
Somme and Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me, he has adapted the works of others such 
as Lorca, Chekhov, Brecht, Strindberg, Pirandello and Sophocles.

In 1997 his adaptation of Ibsen’s A Doll’s House won a Tony award. He has published 
four collections of poetry, the most recent being 2012’s In a Town of Five Thousand 
People. Currently Professor of Creative Writing in University College Dublin, 
McGuinness once expressed a desire to be a lyricist; his play with music Donegal ran in 
the Abbey Theatre last year, with lyrics written by McGuinness. 

There will be an extra special element to this event as Four Men and a Dog’s, Kevin 
Doherty will perform some of the music he wrote for Donegal after the interview.

The play was a free-flowing blend of family drama, homage to Ireland’s fourth biggest 
county and country music, the play shows that inherent Irish propensity of laughing 
and singing when things are going pear-shaped all around us.

Donegal premièred at the Abbey Theatre Dublin in October 2016.
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Friday 15 September, 9pm 
Wine and Rhymes
Blackberry Path Art Studios
£10 including refreshments

A fantastic line-up of poets who will read from their collections. Featuring 
Stephanie Conn, Ross Thompson, Peter Adair, David Braziel, Geraldine O’ Kane, 
Colin Dardis, Lara Sunday, Matthew Rice, Erin Halliday, Olive Broderick, Paul 
Daniel Rafferty and Amy Wyatt Rafferty.
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Saturday 16 September    
Children’s Workshops
Myra Zepf – Children’s Writing Fellow for Northern Ireland
North Down Museum
£5

10.30am
A lively and interactive workshop based on Don’t Go to School! by Myra Zepf. Children 
aged 4-6 will hear the story of Benno the bear who can’t wait to go to school. He only 
has one problem – Mummy doesn’t want him to go! This is a fun session in which the 
children play a game with the author based on the story.

2pm
A story-making workshop with 
author Myra Zepf. Children aged 
7+ will learn a writing trick behind 
the funniest of stories. There will be 
no pens and no paper, but an epic 
brainstorm sparked by a sackful 
of props that will fill the room with 
ideas and a lot of laughs.

Illustration by Tarsila Krüse
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Saturday 16th September, 11am-3pm
A Walk on the Wild Side 
Workshop
Clandeboye Courtyard
£25 per person (please state any dietary requirements when booking)

If you like your poetry with a generous helping of the great outdoors and some sneaky 
snacks, then come along to our Walk on the Wild Side workshop. 

This one-of-a-kind workshop and lunch is the brainchild of poet and performer Rachel 
McCrum and Northern Ireland fork-to-fork supper club The Edible Flower. Now based 
in Quebec, Rachel is a poet, performer and workshop facilitator. She was the inaugural 
BBC Scotland Poet in Residence in 2015 and her first book The First Blast To Awaken 
Women Degenerate (Freight Books) was published in 2017. Erin and Jo, the duo behind 
The Edible Flower, are inspired by local and seasonal produce, wild food and their 
travels in Ireland and all over the world.
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We will be making the most of September’s wild autumnal bounty as well as drawing 
literary inspiration from nature, walking and the changing of the seasons. Journeying on 
foot we will discover some hidden places on the beautiful Clandeboye Estate, foraging 
for edible plants along the way. As well as gathering food for our supper, we’ll take 
inspiration from the surroundings to write some Japanese inspired renga poetry.

On our return to the Clandeboye Courtyard, we will prepare a dish or two using our 
foraged ingredients and then sit down together to a delicious, seasonal lunch cooked 
by The Edible Flower and inspired by wild foods, and to share our writings from the 
afternoon.

This event involves walking over uneven ground, so is not suitable for people with 
mobility issues. Bring sturdy shoes and wet weather gear if it looks like rain.

rachelmccrumpoetperformer.wordpress.com/theedibleflower.com
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Saturday 16 September, 4pm     
My Father’s Chair  
performed by Stephen Beggs
Studio 1A
£8 / £5 under 16

My Father’s Chair is a performance for families about the nature of fatherhood.  What 
is it like to have a dad?  What is it like to be a dad?  What makes the relationship 
between dads and kids unique and special?  How does society view the role of 
fathers in children’s lives?  As a theatre maker and a dad, Stephen explores all these 
questions, creating a funny, challenging and emotional journey for audiences along 
the way – a father’s voice and perspective in the world of theatre for young audiences.

‘Funny, touching and life-affirming’ 
– Audience feedback

Age guidance: 6 years +
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Saturday 16 September, 5pm
Vital Nutrition
Jane McLenaghan 
North Down Museum
Free event

‘As a nutritional therapist, I am 
passionate about the amazing effects 
that good food has on our health and 
wellbeing. Over the years I have seen 
hundreds of people turn their health 
around thanks to the power of food.’

Good food has been a lifelong passion 
for Jane McClenaghan. She grew up in 
a family where growing, cooking and 
eating healthy food was part of the fabric 
of life. 

Jane is well known throughout Northern 
Ireland as the voice of nutritional reason 
on U105 and BBC Radio Ulster. Her 
philosophy of health and wellbeing is 
one of balance – simple changes that 
can fit into anyone’s lifestyle. She will be 
discussing this ethos and her new book 
Vital Nutrition.

Jane is a member of BANT (the British 
Association for Applied Nutrition 
& Nutritional Therapy) and the 
Complementary & Natural Healthcare 
Council (CNHC). 
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Saturday 16 September, 7pm 
Poetry Slam
The Space, SERC Theatre
£5

Poetry NI presents: The North Down Heat of the All Ulster Poetry Slam.

Bring your poems from page to stage and enter our live event, at which poets read 
original work.

Just register at the start of the night if you want to enter. Names will be drawn out 
from the hat at random to read. You will have three minutes to compete in, and our 
judges will score who goes through to the next round. The outright winner will be 
crowned ‘Aspects Poetry Slam Champion’!

This is a first stage event in selecting Ulster’s top eight poets for the All Ireland Poetry 
Slam. The top two poets will join winners from other regional heats across the country 
in an All-Ulster final (Sat 7th October, 5.45pm – Enniskillen - Blakes of the Hollow)

Rules:
• Any poet that goes over the three minute time limit will be eliminated
• No props
• No musical equipment
• All poems must be your own work
• All poems must be read on your own i.e. no duets/group pieces
• Any breaking of the rules leads to disqualification!

Good luck everyone!

Poetry NI is passionate about poetry, especially from within Northern Ireland. It aims 
to help provide a platform for local poets, showcasing great writing through readings, 
open mics, poetry slams and more, while also publishing work from a range of up and 
coming voices. Find out more about them by visiting: poetryni.com

poetryni.com
Twitter: @poetryni
Facebook: facebook.com/poetryforni



Sunday 17 September, 1pm-3pm 
Sketch Walk
Ward Park to Luke’s Point
£5

For this years Aspects Festival we are 
inspired by the words of local author Ian 
Sansom.

Inspired by Ian’s Radio 3 spoken broadcast, 
from the DawnWalks series –
bbc.co.uk/programmes/b074zr9v

We will start from Ward Park stopping at 
some of the local landmarks to visually 
document the places highlighted in his 
essay Walk to the Sea.

Meet at Hamilton Road entrance to Ward 
Park. Some materials provided.

23
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Sunday 17 September, 3pm
The Gruffalo Children’s Yoga 
with Little Feet Big Moves 
North Down Museum
£5 per child (accompanying adult free)
 
 
Class will run for 40 minutes.
Maximum 15 participants, ages 4-7 years old.

Join us on an amazing yoga adventure inspired by the popular children’s story, The 
Gruffalo, by Julia Donaldson. Children will enjoy practicing yoga poses as we re-enact 
the story of a brave little mouse who takes a stroll through the deep dark woods.

At Little Feet Big Moves, our children’s yoga classes are high energy and fast-paced. 
You can expect stretching, stories and fun!      

www.LittleFeetBigMoves.co.uk
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Sunday 17 September, 4pm 
Moyra Donaldson and Paul Maddern
North Down Museum
£10

Moyra Donaldson is an award winning 
poet and creative writing mentor from 
County Down. For Donaldson ‘poetry is 
a process, art is a process. Poetry and 
art happen because we do it, because 
we make the effort to make it’. Her 
first collection Snakeskin Stilettos was 
published in 1998, followed by Beneath 
The Ice (2001), The Horse’s Nest (2006) 
and Miracle Fruit (2010). Her Selected 
Poems came out in 2012, and her latest 
collection is The Goose Tree (2014). 

Originally from Bermuda, Paul Maddern 
is a poet who now lives in Carrowdore. 
Formerly a tutor at the Seamus Heaney 
Centre, Queen’s University Belfast, he 
has published two poetry collections. 
Kelpdings, which won the Templar 
Poetry pamphlet competition in 2009,  
and The Beachcomber’s Report (2010), 
which was shortlisted for the Eithne 
and Rupert Strong Award for Best First 
Collection.



26

‘Peter Fallon’s poetry confirms Keats’s notion that an intelligence becomes a soul 
through being schooled in a world of pains and troubles. His poems are soul music of 
this sort, yet they also belong to a particular place and a particular speech: his way of 
saying has become a way of seeing, eye to eye with griefs and crises he is emotionally 
well able for. I admire his singular combination of gravity, obliquity, and tenderness.’  
Seamus Heaney

We’re delighted to welcome consummate man of letters Peter Fallon to Aspects this 
year. Peter founded The Gallery Press in 1970, since when it has been responsible for 
the publication of hundreds of Irish titles. Editor, translator and anthologist, Fallon was 
also co-editor with Derek Mahon of The Penguin Book of Irish Poetry (1990). His own 
selected poems News of the World was published in 1993, followed by an expanded 
edition News of the World: Selected and New Poems in 1998. His critically acclaimed 
translation of The Georgics of Virgil – described by one Amazon reviewer as ‘earthy, 
colorful, rhythmical…[and a] sheer delight’ - and a dramatization of Patrick Kavanagh’s 
novel Tarry Flynn were published in 2004. His two most recent collections are The 
Company of Horses (2007) and Strong, My Love (2014). Richard Rankin Russell edited a 
celebration of Peter Fallon’s immense contribution to Irish literature Peter Fallon. Poet, 
Publisher, Editor and Translator, which was published in 2013. 

‘He is generally recognised as the foremost Irish publisher of poetry; what this book 
[Strong, My Love] establishes – or reminds us – is that he is also one of the foremost 
practitioners.’  Bernard O’Donoghue

Wednesday 20 September, 7pm 
Peter Fallon
North Down Museum
£8
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Wednesday 20 September, 8.30pm
Rachel McCrum
North Down Museum
£6

We are delighted to welcome Rachel McCrum to Aspects. A native of Donaghadee, 
Rachel is a poet, performer and promoter; her second pamphlet from Stewed Rhubarb 
Press in 2015 was Do Not Alight Here Again. As well as being a solo performer, she is 
part of the poetry performance duo Rally and Broad with Jenny Lindsay, as well as 
helping to run the collective Inky Fingers. Rachel was the inaugural poet in residence 
for BBC Scotland in 2015, and was Writer in Residence 2016 for the CoastWord Festival 
in Dunbar. Her latest collection is The First Blast to Awaken Women Degenerate (2017).
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Thursday 21 September, 7pm 
Malachi O’Doherty
in conversation with Seamus McKee 
North Down Museum
£8

Malachi O’Doherty is a writer, journalist and political commentator. In addition to two 
books on religion, he has written two books on the IRA, The Trouble With Guns (1998) 
and The Telling Year: Belfast 1972 (2007). He has also reflected on his rediscovery of his 
love of cycling in On My Own Two Wheels (2012). Cycling is something Malachi shares 
with the subject of his latest book, an unauthorised biography of Sinn Féin’s Gerry 
Adams, published by Faber & Faber. Professor Marianne Elliot has observed: ‘Loathed, 
loved, terrorist to some, brilliant political strategist to others – what do we make of 
Gerry Adams? Malachi O’Doherty, one of Northern Ireland’s most fearless journalists 
and writers, has gone further than anyone else to disentangle it all in this impressively 
measured and stylishly-written biography – an illuminating read.’  This conversation 
between Malachi and the BBC’s Seamus McKee promises to be lively and revealing.
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Friday 22 September, 6pm 
Carol Drinkwater
North Down Museum, £10

Carol Drinkwater is an actress, memoirist and novelist, still loved by many for her 
role as Helen, James Herriot’s wife in All Creatures Great and Small. With more than 
twenty books to her name, including the hugely successful Olive series of memoirs - 
she lives now on an olive farm in France – Carol’s new work of fiction is The Lost Girl 
(Michael Joseph, 2017). Set in Paris, the occupied West Bank and the Cote d’Azur, the 
story tells of loss and love across five generations.

Saturday 23 September, 10am
Memoir Writing
North Down Museum, £15 including refreshments

Don’t miss this opportunity to take part in a workshop facilitated by Carol Drinkwater 
on memoir writing.  Whether you seek to write essay-length pieces or a book, Carol 
will help you how to best tell the stories from your life.
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Friday 22 September, 8pm 
Colm Tóibín
in conversation with 
Glenn Patterson 
Bangor Castle
£10

‘There are a few fiction writers whose 
words reach out to us from the very first 
sentences of a book, compelling our 
assent and our delight. Tóibín is one of 
these writers, for me.’ 
- Tessa Hadley in The Guardian

One of Ireland’s best-loved authors, Colm 
has written novels, plays, non-fiction, 
memoir and short stories. Three of his 
novels have been nominated for the 
Booker Prize, while The Master won the 
IMPAC Award in 2006. Brooklyn, which 
won the 2009 Costa Book Award, was 
later made into a film starring Saoirse 
Ronan, and nominated for four Academy 
Awards. His 2013 play The Testament of 
Mary, starring Fiona Shaw and directed 
by Deborah Warner, was nominated for a 
Tony Award. 

Tóibín’s ninth novel, the critically 
acclaimed House of Names, was 
published this year, and through its 
central characters Clytemnestra and her 
children, is a broad retelling of Aeschylus’ 
The Oresteia. Praised by the New York 
Times for ‘making Greek myth startle 
us afresh’, The Guardian described it as 
a novel which ‘glows with the special 
radiance of antiquity.’

Award-winning writer, memoirist, critic, 
screenwriter and broadcaster, Glenn 
Patterson will host this event. 
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The John Hewitt 
International Summer 
School Bursary
Ards and North Down Borough Council 
sponsor an annual bursary to attend the 
John Hewitt Summer School every July.
The bursary is open to writers, teachers, 
critics of literature of anyone with a 
strong literary interest, based or working 
in the Ards and North Down Borough.
If you would like to register for interest 
in the 2018 scheme, please email: 
ardsarts@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk
johnhewittsociety.org/summer-school

Saturday 23 September, 1pm 
Meet the Editors
North Down Museum
£8

Have you a manuscript ready to submit 
but you’re not sure of the next steps to 
take? Do you want to approach an editor 
or publisher with an inspired plan for a 
new publication? Join our panel of editors 
for conversation and advice on all things 
publishing. We’re delighted to welcome 
Patsy Horton (Blackstaff Press), Declan 
Meade (Stinging Fly), and friends to this 
Aspects Writers Event.
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Saturday 23 September     
Children’s Workshops 
Bangor Carnegie Library
£5

Sensory Story: We’re going on a Bear Hunt
10.30am
Follow along with the story of Going on a Bear Hunt while the little folk enjoy the 
sensory themes! Dress for mess and wear comfortable clothing, there will be swishy 
swashy and squilch squelch! 
Ages 1+ (Parent/Guardian required)

Hanging Sculptures 
2pm 
Build your own sculpture that moves and blows in the wind, using various colours and 
materials, we’ll make some modern art hanging sculptures!
Ages 5+ (Parent/Guardian required)
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Saturday 23 September, 2pm     
Dr Thérèse Cullen 
In the Footsteps of St Columbanus: 
A Pilgrimage from Bangor to Bobbio
Studio 1A
£8

Join us for an illustrated talk on the life of St Columbanus, which considers the 
influence of Bangor Abbey beyond these shores. Following in the footsteps of 
Columba, the first of the Irish saints to embark on perpetual pilgrimage, Columbanus 
set sail from Bangor in 591, founding monasteries across Europe, from Gaul to Bobbio. 
Columbanus was the first person to express an Irish identity in writing, and to project 
the concept of a united Europe. Indeed, following the Second World War, Robert 
Schuman, the architect of the European Union, found inspiration in Columbanus, 
describing him as ‘the patron saint of all those who seek to construct a united Europe.’ 
Drawing on the Columbanus’ writing, his Penitentials and Monastic Rule, Thérèse’s 
talk will reflect on Columbanus’ writings, influence and the contemporary stories of 
modern pilgrims who still walk in his footsteps – many of them guided by her.

Dr Thérèse Cullen is a graduate of Irish Studies at Queen’s University Belfast. She runs 
her own company, Irish Monastic Tours, providing tours which explore the archaeology 
and history of monastic Ireland and its saints. She has led many groups on the 
continent in the footsteps of St Columbanus, to Iona and across Ireland. Thérèse has 
a keen sense of engaging with public history and using her expertise in a meaningful 
way. She has featured several times on BBC Radio’s Talk Back and Sunday Sequence.
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Saturday 23 September, 4pm     
Replanting Paradise: 
Bangor on the Hereford world map (c1300) 
Studio 1A
£8

Civitas Bencur – the City of Bangor – appears on a single surviving medieval world-
map: the Hereford mappa mundi (c.1300). This map achieves an extraordinary 
ambition: to present a universal visual library on a sheet of vellum measuring 5 feet 2 
inches by 4 feet 4 inches. The map gives Ireland and Britain a vital role in its essential 
narrative: the story of the human race and its salvation. Bangor’s contribution to this 
story becomes apparent when the Hereford map is read in the context of key texts, 
including Bernard of Clairvaux’s Life of Malachy of Armagh, who revived Bangor’s 
monastic heritage in the early twelfth century.

Dr Diarmuid Scully lectures in medieval history at the School of History, University 
College Cork. He has written on classical and medieval representations of Britain 
and Ireland in text and image, including maps. He is currently preparing a book on 
Gerald of Wales’s re-imagining of Ireland as an exotic, barbarous island at the ends 
of the Earth.

Supported by The Bangor 
Historical Society
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Saturday 23 September, 8pm
Joshua Burnside
The Chamber, Bangor Castle
£10

Joshua Burnside was born in Ireland but cites the music of Columbia, Eastern Europe 
and North America as the greatest influences on his unique sound. Deftly blending folk 
textures and melodies with elements of electronica, he has made it difficult for pundits 
to put him in a box. 

He recently released his debut record EPHRATA which racked up over 2 million plays 
on Spotify and 80,000 views on YouTube with the album being heralded a triumph by 
critics.

Stumbling beats, found sounds, vocoders, Cumbian rhythms, electric guitar loops, 
lighting and dark matter are just a handful of the various flavours to expect.
As part of Aspects, Joshua will be performing in Bangor Castle’s beautiful Chamber 
room.

‘Rumbling, brooding, powerful, magnetic’ 
– The Irish Times
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Sunday 24 September, 3pm
David Park and Bernie McGill
Introduced by Malachi O’Doherty
North Down Museum
£8

Join us for what promises to be a lively and engaging conversation between two of 
Northern Ireland’s most accomplished authors.

David Park is a prize winning novelist and short story writer, from The Healing Club 
(1992) to Stone Kingdoms (1996) to The Big Snow (2002). And of course with The Truth 
Commissioner (2008) of which The New York Times commented: ‘We’re reminded that 
with writers like David Parks, the novel can itself be a kind of truth commission.’ The 
Light of Amsterdam was published in 2012 and Gods and Angels (2017) is his most 
recent short story collection. ‘I cannot bear a book where the writer’s ego is on the 
page,’ Park has said ‘I believe a book, is essentially moral. And the ego disfigures the 
writing. I can’t have the author’s cleverness or humour. I want the essence. I want it to 
be pure.’

Bernie McGill is novelist from Northern Ireland. In 2008 she won the Zoetrope: All-
Story Short Fiction Award in the US, and her first novel The Butterfly Cabinet was 
published in 2011. She has also written for the theatre with The Weather Watchers and 
The Haunting of Helena Blunden. A contributor to The Long Gaze Back (New Island, 
2015), her new novel is The Watch House, published by Tinder Press. Set on Rathlin 
Island at the turn of the nineteenth century, it is the story of Nuala Byrne, a woman 
caught between the apparent security of a traditional island life and the promise of 
other worlds glimpsed through the new technology of the wireless and a Marconi 
engineer who come to work on the north coast.
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Sunday 24 September, 6pm
Kelly Creighton 
North Down Museum
Free

Aspects is delighted to be hosting the launch of Kelly Creighton’s first short story 
collection Bank Holiday Hurricane (Doire Press).

Creighton’s critically acclaimed 2015 novel The Bones of It was described in the 
Irish Times as: ‘Blackly comic in tone… [it] is a Bildungsroman that evolves into a 
slow-burning psychological exploration of the mind… an engrossing tale of the 
consequences of living a life steeped in a culture of violence.’ Novelist and short story 
writer Bernie McGill will be launching Kelly’s collection.
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Jane Talbot is an English storyteller and writer who moved to Northern Ireland from 
Scotland in 2011. The beautiful North Coast area inspired Jane’s collection of dark faerie 
tales for adults, The Faerie Thorn and Other Stories [Blackstaff Press, 2015]. Stories 
from the collection have been adapted for the stage by Big Telly Theatre Company, 
and the production toured the UK and Ireland April - June 2017.

Jane’s been telling stories for more than 30 years. Her stories, often playful and 
gruesome in equal measure, blend the traditional with the new and incorporate a 
potent fusion of the Irish, Scottish, English and Scandinavian traditions.
A passionate advocate of the value of oral storytelling, she’s been running storytelling 
training programmes since 2006.

You can find out more about Jane and her work at www.janetalbotwriter.com
 

Sunday 24 September, 4pm
Jane Talbot
Kiltonga Hall, Newtownards
£5
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The Bangor Book charts the incredible journey of writers from this area and includes 
an array of talent with links to, or a love for this part of the world. It will be available 
to purchase at the Festival book stall and North Down Museum.



 facebook.com/aspectsfestival 

 twitter.com/aspectsfestival

Book online at
aspectsfestival.com

Or in person at
North Down Museum

028 9127 1200
Tuesday – Saturday 10am – 4.30pm

Sunday 12noon – 4.30pm
Mondays in August: 10am – 4.30pm

Ards Arts Centre
028 9181 0803

Monday - Thursday 9am - 5pm
Friday 9am – 4.30pm
Saturday 10am – 4pm

Tickets can be purchased from all 
Ards and North Down Visitor Information Centres.

Refund Policy
Tickets cannot be exchanged or refunded, so please 

check them as soon as you receive them.

Access for Disabled Patrons
 We welcome disabled patrons, but would appreciate

knowing your requirements in advance.

All events were correct at the time of going to print. 
Aspects Festival reserves the right to make alterations if necessary.

No photography/recording of events.

Booking Information


