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Following the 2012 coup d’état in Bamako and the rise of separatist and Jihadist movements in 

Northern Mali, the workshop wishes to consider and reflect on the division, conflict and violence to 

society in Mali and West Africa and its expressive cultures, in music, visual and verbal arts.  

The workshop will discuss and expose academics, students and the public to issues around the conflict 

in Mali and West Africa in general. It will provide a theoretical framework informed by postcolonial 

theory, globalization, mobility and urban studies to discuss the relationship and dynamics between 

armed conflict and art.  

The workshop will offer case studies where old and well-established institutions, like apprenticeship 

among Mande hunters, are threatened by Islamic extremists in the area, where violence and 

aggression are represented in material culture of the donso hunter brotherhoods in Burkina Faso, and 

where violence is expressed in Mali in the lyrics of a musical band called Songhoy Blues.  

A first hand report from Mali’s north will contribute to the discussions of the day leading to the 

screening of the award-winning documentary ‘They Will Have To Kill Us First’ that was filmed during 

the troubles in Mali’s north, focusing on the experiences and sentiments of musicians and singers who 

were displaced by the Jihadists.  



 

PROGRAMME 
27 October 2017 

 

Sounding Violence 

Music, Ritual & Poetry in Contemporary West Africa 
 

 

     9:30-10:00 
Welcome and Introduction 

Dr. Eric Morier-Genoud, Dr. Mohomodou Houssouba  
& Dr. Theodore Konkouris 

Session one Ambiguity, Aggression and Presentation in Hunters’ 
Brotherhoods (Chair: Dr Eric Morier-Genoud) 

10:00-11:00 Dr. Theodore Konkouris (QUB) 

‘“I am sorry that we made you bleed”: Locality and 
Apprenticeship among the Mande Hunters in Mali’ 

11:00-12:00 Dr. Lorenzo Ferrarini (Manchester) 

‘Re-sounding hierarchies: music, visual display and aggression 
at donso hunter gatherings in Burkina Faso’ 

12:00-13:00 
 

Lunch break 

Session two Poetry and Conflict (Chair: Dr. Theodore Konkouris) 

13:00-14:00 Dr. Mohomodou Houssouba (University of Basel) 

‘Conflict in writing: the poetics of lyrics in Songhoy Blues’ 

FILM projection: 

14:00-16:30 

‘They will have to kill us first’ (2015, 1h 45m) 

Introduction by Dr Alexander Fisher  

 




