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Charles Dickens (1812-70), one of the finest novelists in English, had a second career, as a dramatic 
reader of his own works. He travelled throughout Ireland, Britain, and the United States, enthralling 
audiences with animated renditions from their favourite tales.

He came to Belfast on three occasions, in 1858, 1867, and 1869, and was warmly welcomed by audiences, who came in their thousands to hear this 
living legend bring his much loved characters to life on the stage.

The tours were highly organised. They demanded precise market research, careful scheduling, meticulous management, and utter professionalism 
from the performer himself, who never deviated from his strict regime. He even refused the o�er of a civic dinner hosted by the Lord Mayor of Belfast.

Dickens was utterly committed to his fans. As an experienced actor, he used all available techniques to make audiences believe that they were visiting 
old acquaintances they had met in his books.
 
He thought his Belfast readers more emotional than those elsewhere: both men and women laughed and cried uncontrollably at his renditions, and 
literally fell over each other in an attempt to gain admission to his readings. He judged Ulster ‘a fine place with a rough people’, and found it ‘quite 
amazing in the order, neatness, and cleanness of all you see’.

This exhibition forms part of the Dickens 2012 NI celebrations, marking the author’s bicentenary and his unique relationship with Ulster.
 


