
Charles Dickens on Tour: The Belfast Public Readings

Litvack, L. (Author). (2012). Charles Dickens on Tour: The Belfast Public Readings: An exhibition at the Ulster
Museum, telling the story of Charles Dickens's three reading tour to Belfast. Part of the Belfast Festival at
Queen's, and the Dickens 2012 NI Festival. Exhibition

Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Queen's University Belfast - Research Portal:
Link to publication record in Queen's University Belfast Research Portal

General rights
Copyright for the publications made accessible via the Queen's University Belfast Research Portal is retained by the author(s) and / or other
copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing these publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated
with these rights.

Take down policy
The Research Portal is Queen's institutional repository that provides access to Queen's research output. Every effort has been made to
ensure that content in the Research Portal does not infringe any person's rights, or applicable UK laws. If you discover content in the
Research Portal that you believe breaches copyright or violates any law, please contact openaccess@qub.ac.uk.

Download date:23. May. 2023

https://pure.qub.ac.uk/en/publications/7c52720b-6eae-4611-b879-a83f320d7629


The Second Visit: 
March 1867
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Cover of Charles Dickens’s Dramatic Readings (Boston: Lee & Shephard, 1876). 
Photograph © Leon Litvack

Dr Marigold was one of Dickens’s most comic and sentimental 
readings. It concerned a cheap-jack (peddler of cheap goods) who 
was married with a little daughter, named Sophy. He loses both his 
wife and child, and adopts a deaf mute child who resembles Sophy. 
He educates her, and she marries and leaves. She later returns, with 
a daughter who can hear and speak, bringing tears of joy to Marigold. 
Dickens delivered the cheap-jack’s patter with ease and fluency. Little 
did his audience realise that he had rehearsed the reading 200 times 
before performing it in public.

‘Dickens Reciting a Favourite Passage’ by Harry Furniss (1854-1925). 
Photograph © Charles Dickens Museum

When Dickens arrived in Dublin the police 
mistook him for a gun-runner, on account of 
his boxes of gas piping. He was relieved when 
he reached Belfast, leaving behind the threat 
of insurrection. 
Dickens arrived in Dublin just before St Patrick’s Day, and worried 
about advance ticket sales, on account of public fears of Fenian 
disturbances. He wrote to his sister-in-law: ‘Our business here is very 
bad, though at Belfast it is enormous’.

He gave a single reading of Dr Marigold and the Trial from Pickwick 
at the Ulster Hall on 20 March. The Northern Whig reported that the 
audience was spellbound: ‘Mr. Dickens fully commanded their 
sympathies, and the tears were in many eyes’. Dr Marigold was, the 
paper pronounced, a universally appealing, moral tale: ‘The 
philanthropist can heartily sympathise with it; the clergyman may 
advantageously study it, and acknowledge that he can learn 
something of that religion of which the basis is love.’

Dickens’s second reading tour to Ireland was managed on a more 
professional footing than the first. He had made a contract with 
Chappells, the musical impresarios, to promote his tours. The highly 
prized tickets for the Belfast event were sold through local music 
dealers Hart & Churchill, on Castle Place, and special trains were laid 
on to take people home after the reading. 

Dickens found that the strain of reading left him little time for socializing. 
He declined the hospitality o�ered by his good friend Francis Dalziel Finlay 
(1832-1917), who owned The Northern Whig. Dickens wrote to say ‘The 
work of these Readings, combined with the travelling, is so very, very, hard 
that I must observe my rule of not going out before or afterwards’. He did, 
however, invite Finlay to dine at the hotel where he was staying: the 
Imperial, in Donegall Place.

‘Mr. Charles Dickens Will Read’, Northern Whig, 20 March 1867, p. 2. 
Photograph © Leon Litvack

Notices of Dickens’s readings appeared in the Belfast papers, giving details 
of the programme, time, and ticket prices. Special trains to Carrickfergus, 
Holywood, and Lisburn were added, to ensure that fans who lived in 
outlying areas could attend the performance. Though not advertised, it was 
well known that Dickens reserved a number of tickets, at much reduced 
prices, for the poor.


