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“TIGHTENING THE KNOTS” OF THE INTERNATIONAL DRUGS TRADE 
IN BRAZIL:  
Possibilities and challenges for news media to acquire social capital 
through in-depth reporting 

 

  
Much academic analysis of media representations of drugs-related violence in Brazil has 
focused on their role in perpetuating violence and societal divisions. There is less research on 
how the country’s traditional news media can shape information in order to foster dialogue 
between people and potentially resolve conflict. This article aims to address this gap by 
exploring the possibilities and challenges for printed news media to acquire “mediated” social 
capital (Hess 2013). The concept is understood here as a specific resource of power that has 
the potential to connect people from diverse social, cultural and economic backgrounds. In order 
to do so, we analyse how a popular Rio newspaper has used its symbolic power to produce 
social capital with an investigative series about Brazil’s involvement in the international drugs 
trade. It is argued here that the series paints a complex picture of its causes and consequences 
and is an important step towards a deliberative process about possible solutions to drugs-
related violence in Rio and beyond.    
 
KEYWORDS  Investigative and transnational journalism; news media; mediated social capital, 
symbolic power, habitus, transnational drugs trade; favelas; Brazil.  
 

 
Introduction 

 
 In 2000, Brazilian anthropologist Alba Zaluar wrote that fear of drug-related 
dangers in Brazil is not merely a media creation, but to a degree justified. This is borne 
out by the high numbers of people who are killed in a costly “war on drugs” that has 
been waged by the state and its police force against the urban poor who live in favelas 
and other peripheral neighbourhoods of the city 1.  

Rio’s mainstream media has defined this recurring scenario of drugs-related 
violence as an urban “war”, a metaphor which not only justifies largely futile and lethal 
police tactics, but also suppresses the complexity of the issue and stifles debate (Leu 
2004). The press has portrayed favelas as spaces of “exception” (Leu 2008) and cast 
their residents as urban others who pose a threat to social order and to the citizens 
living in Rio’s “formal city”2. These media discourses have therefore contributed to 
widening the gap between different groups of people based on class and the spatial 
divisions (Ramos and Paiva 2007; Varjão 2009). 

In this article however we will discuss a piece of journalism that avoids this 
“spectacle of violence” (Leu 2004) with an investigative series that addresses the drugs 
trade as a transnational problem. Written by Fabio Gusmão and Guilherme Amado, two 
journalists from Rio newspaper Extra, it exposes the corruption of public officials and 
the lack of border control and co-operation between the judicial systems of Brazil, 
Paraguay, Peru and Bolivia. The series, which bears the title “Os embaixadores do 
Narcosul" (The Narcosul’s ambassadors), clearly links Brazil, the largest consumer 
market for marijuana and cocaine in the South Cone, to the other three producing 
countries. Importantly, Narcosul questions the common-sense argument that locates 



drug trafficking exclusively within Rio’s favelas. It thereby avoids stereotyping media 
images about favela residents which exonerate society and its institutions of the 
responsibility to deal with the problem in a meaningful way. What this article aims to 
show then is how the series’ production processes may function as “mediated social 
capital,” that is, a resource of power that offers citizens and policy makers ways to deal 
with drugs-related violence that go beyond the “war on drugs”.  

In what follows, we first contextualise our research on the Narcosul series by 
providing a brief overview of Brazil’s print mediascape and some of its working practices, 
set against the backdrop of urban violence. After introducing Extra, we discuss social 
capital in relation to news media and (investigative) journalism. Going beyond Bourdieu, 
we adopt Hess’ concept of “mediated social capital” to address the following questions: 
how journalists’ habitus and social connections can reinforce their position within the 
journalistic field and how journalists’ social capital functions as a resource of power 
through in-depth reporting. In other words, how do they engage elites in discussions 
that in the long run may inform policy-making on the drugs problem. The Narcosul 
series presents a useful case study for exploring these issues. 

 
(Investigative) journalism in Brazil 
 
 Brazil has one of the largest and well developed press systems in Latin America. 
There are about 300 newspapers in Brazil. Only four dailies, however, have the 
circulation to influence national opinion and politics significantly. They are O Estado de 
S.Paulo, Folha de S. Paulo, Jornal do Brasil and O Globo, the last two being located in 
Rio de Janeiro. While the country’s elite and the middle class read these newspapers, 
most of the population get their news from television and radio (Herscovitz, 2004). 
 Although Brazil is the world’s fourth largest democracy, notions that come with 
democracy, such as press freedom and the protection of media workers are relatively 
new in many parts of Brazil. Nevertheless, the democratisation process following the 
end of the dictatorship in 1985 allowed investigative journalism to establish itself as a 
practice in Brazil’s newsrooms (Souza 1988; Fortes 2005; Porto 1996; Waisbord 2000). 
Earlier examples of investigative journalism do exist, but are rare (see Magno 2006; 
Baroni 2012).  
 Brazil is one of the most dangerous places in the world for journalists, who often 
become targets of aggression, intimidation, and judicial censorship. Journalists who 
expose corruption and crime do so at great risk to their lives. In 2002, a turning-point in 
this crisis of violence was reached in the aftermath of the killing of the well-known 
journalist Tim Lopes who was killed by drug traffickers in a favela of Rio de Janeiro 
while conducting investigative reporting there. 
 Lopes’ case brought about important changes in journalists’ working practices. 
Bulletproof vests and cars were adopted and journalists underwent special training to 
work in areas of high risk, while others were no longer allowed by their media 
companies to enter these areas (see Moretzsohn 2003). These procedures reinforced 
divisions and consolidated the symbolic and real boundaries between the “asphalt” 
(formal city) and the “hill” (favela).  
 Brazilian journalism faces the same dramatic industry restructuring as other 
countries, such as declining ad revenue and staff reductions. According to Amado 



(interview, April 1, 2017), Infoglobo (which Extra belongs to) dismissed about two thirds 
of its newsroom staff within a two-year period. These factors, coupled with dangerous 
working conditions, are clearly not conducive to investigative reporting, which depends 
to a large extent on reporters’ ability to collect a huge amount of material from different 
sources. In Bourdieu’s terms, it depends on the reporters’ habitus and on their social 
capital, including the relationship with their sources.    

There is an extensive literature on the complex interplay between ethics and the 
impact of sources on journalism practice in Brazil. Schmitz and Karam (2013), Chaparro 
(2009) and Kucinski (2002), for instance, argue that the increasing proactivity and 
specialisation of sources combined with the decline of investigative journalism in 
Brazilian newsrooms have imposed themselves as a threat to independent 
newsgathering by journalists. According to Kucinski (2002, 59), “the journalist no longer 
goes after sources. The sources bring them what they [sources] want to see published.” 
By contrast, the Narcosul series can be seen as an example of journalists using their 
social capital and social connections on behalf of a more in-depth form of journalism, 
which depends on sources’ willingness to co-operate in the news production process. 
Amado therefore had to build relationships of trust with a wide range of sources across 
borders in order to be able to collect and analyse a large amount of data for his 
transnational investigative research.   

Journalism of this kind needs to reach beyond local contexts. That is why 
transnational networks of investigative journalism and platforms have sprung up in 
Brazil and the rest of Latin America, which allow journalists from the region to share 
knowledge about investigative techniques and information of public interest that is key 
to the development of the Americas. The main topics of the work published typically 
have to do with governance, human rights or things of high political impact for the 
Americas(see Mioli and Nafría 2017). 
 
Background and context: socio-economic and cultural roots of violence in Rio de 
Janeiro  
 
 Media and sociological analysis of urban violence in Rio de Janeiro indicates that 
it is historically associated with “irregular armed groups” that control the territories in 
which they operate, which are typically favelas and other low-income communities (e.g. 
Cano 1997; Leu 2004, 2008; Cano and Ribeiro 2016). Local drug dealers are the most 
common groups to fulfil that role and are often linked to wider networks, known as 
facções (“factions”) or comandos (“commands”). Here they establish a certain kind of 
social order and impose rules that govern the daily lives of favela residents.  
 The origins of these comandos go back to the 1980s and have been documented 
by various researchers, often with diverging viewpoints (Amorim 1993; Lima 19; 
Penglase 2008). Brazil’s two main drug cartels, the Comando Vermelho (“Red 
Command”) and the Primeiro Comando da Capital (“First Capital Command”) were 
originally formed by prisoners as self-protection groups in Brazil’s brutal prison system, 
but have since moved into cocaine trafficking, particularly from the 1980s onwards, 
abandoning any political ideology there may have been. The First Command is now the 
largest and best-organised drug cartel in Brazil. It is believed to have members in two-
thirds of the country's states, and operates drug trafficking routes between Brazil, 



Bolivia, and Paraguay.  
Both cartels have managed to establish deep roots in poor communities with a 

system of “forced reciprocity” (Penglase 2008), whereby they provide security in return 
for complicity from favela residents. According to some (e.g. Goldstein 2007), it is the 
abandonment of favela communities by the state for over a century that lay the 
foundation for the increasing influence of drug traffickers as a “parallel state” across 
Brazil’s poor areas. Arias (2006, 293-294), on the other hand, argues that networks in 
Rio’s favelas connect drug traffickers with politicians, civic leaders, and the police. 
Instead of creating parallel powers inside favelas, these networks allow drug gangs to 
engage in political activities, and to “appropriate state power and social capital that 
make their ongoing criminal activities possible.” Whatever the case, Penglase (2008) 
argues that these drug cartels are more than mere criminal associations that seek profit 
from the sales of drugs. Rather, they are very much the “unintended or undesired” 
offspring of the dictatorship and should be situated within Brazil’s rampant socio-
economic inequality and a corrupt political system that shows disregard for the human 
rights of many of its (poor) citizens. This contextualisation of urban violence is precisely 
what is missing from news reports, which present mostly factual or sensationalist 
information, without offering much background analysis (see Ramos and Paiva 2007; 
Biazoto 2011). The Narcosul series does acknowledge that both cartels now have 
established networks to Bolivia and Paraguay, but significantly, demonstrates that it is 
powerful independent distributors who really dominate and control the international 
drugs trade.  

 
Extra and its Narcosul Series 
 
 Extra belongs to Brazil’s largest news conglomerate O Globo and is a popular 
newspaper for the lower middle classes (“Class B and C”). The paper has a strong 
commitment to addressing urban violence and human rights abuses, perhaps more so 
than other newspapers in Rio (Gusmão, interview, April 12, 2017; see also Mayr; in 
press). The idea for the Narcosul investigative series, which was published in May 2014 
over a nine day period, arose from Gusmão and Amado’s wish to produce an in-depth 
and analytical coverage of the complexities of the drugs trade in Brazil with a view to 
exposing the root causes of the violence that goes with it. A six-month journalistic 
investigation took Amado and a photographer to 16 cities in Bolivia, Paraguay, Peru and 
Brazil. After interviewing 79 people and analysing 4,300 pages of public and confidential 
information in the four countries and the United States, Amado was in a position to 
“tighten the knots of the international drugs trade” as he put it and reveal the names of 
eight major drug traffickers and their operations in these countries. To aid the 
production process, editor Gusmão used WhatsApp to create Rede Narcosul, a network 
to connect reporters on the entire continent to facilitate exchange of information and 
ideas, and seek help on stories about drug trafficking, money laundering, human 
trafficking, and border evasions. The series was given the Brazilian Esso Journalism 
award for best reportage in the Southeast Region category. 
 Extra has encountered strong criticism from the public for championing human 
rights issues. This is because many people in Brazil still see human rights as a Trojan 
horse 3, which are felt to have no place in what they perceive as war-like conditions. It 



has become part of the national discourse to say that defending human rights amounts 
to granting privileges to criminals (Holston, 2008). However, Extra’s continued emphasis 
on respect for human rights and its avoidance of polarisation and confrontation when 
reporting on the sensitive topic of drug trafficking is an important step for conflict-
sensitive reporting. Amado told us that he deliberately did not use the word ‘favela’ in 
the Narcosul reports so as to avoid the ‘othering’ of segments of Rio’s population who 
are already stigmatised.  
 
Theory and method  
 This study is guided by Bourdieu’s theory of social capital and some of the key 
literature that examines social capital in relation to news media (Bourdieu 1983; 
Coleman 1988; Putnam 2000; Hess 2013). Bourdieu defines social capital as “the 
aggregate of the actual or potential resources which are linked to possession of a 
durable network of more or less institutionalised relationships of mutual acquaintance or 
recognition” (Bourdieu 1983, 248). The concept captures the idea of interaction in social 
networks, which enables individuals to develop norms of trust and reciprocity, which are 
necessary for successful engagement in collective activities. Bourdieu made the 
important point that these collective activities and transformations in culture are rarely 
revolutionary; instead, they are dependent on the possibilities present in the positions 
inscribed in the field. “In such fields, and in the struggles which take place in them, 
every agent acts according to his position (that is, according to the capital he or she 
possesses) and his habitus, related to his personal history” (Bourdieu 2005, 47). 
Habitus is a synergy between cultural capital, an individual agent’s life history (prior 
disposition and heredity) and social conditions. 

Bourdieu’s original term has been reconceptualised by Hess’s (2013) notion of 
“mediated social capital”. She defines this term as “a resource of power available to 
traditional, commercial news media through its ability to connect people, consciously 
and unconsciously, across various social, economic, and cultural spaces and to link 
people with those in positions of power” (Hess 2013, 113). Hess’s concept is useful for 
the present study in that it allows us to explore how journalists’ social connections and 
habitus reinforce their position in the world. It also allows us to make claims about the 
role of in-depth reporting in connecting different groups of people as it acknowledges 
the importance of social, political and cultural content in the communication process. 
The concept is also in synergy with Bourdieu’s notion to change the world through 
“symbolic power”, that is through the ways in which the world is represented (Bourdieu 
1989, 23).   
 The way the media uses symbolic forms such as language to present a topic can 
alter the perception of audiences and have very practical social, economic and political 
implications (see, for example, Hall, 1980; Mayr and Machin 2012). In order to assess 
this potential,  we conducted a qualitative textual analysis of the nine articles of the 
series, focusing on Biazoto’s (2011) “de-escalation-oriented” form of conflict news 
coverage.  
  Apart from analysing the nine articles of the series for its use of language, we 
conducted three one-hour interviews with Amado and two one-hour interviews with 
Narcosul editor Gusmão, using extracts from these interviews to offer an insight into 
their ability to conduct this type of investigative journalism. The interviews provided us 



with information on journalists’ working practices, which led us to focus on three main 
questions: (1) the role key sources play in the success of  the journalists’ venture and 
their safety; (2) the challenges Rio’s journalists face in reporting on drugs-related 
violence, crime control and human rights in a society where citizens are easily seduced 
by the idea of taking justice into their own hands; and (3) the potential the Narcosul 
series has to engage policy makers, thereby functioning as linking social capital to 
(transnational) government policy on drugs-related violence. 
   
The Narcosul series: analysis of themes and patterns 
 
 The Narcosul series is the result of the enterprise teamwork and habitus of Extra 
journalists and their colleagues in Paraguay, Peru, and Bolivia. Gusmão emphasised 
the need for journalists to acquire specific knowledge about public security because of 
the complexity of societal and armed conflicts in Brazil. For him, one needs to 
understand a fact beyond its singularity, that is, in a longitudinal sense. Gusmão and 
Amado wanted to let the public know about the transnationalisation process of criminal 
activities and traffickers’ efficiency in expanding their business beyond national borders. 
They therefore practised a form of transnational journalism, a practice that is rapidly 
gaining ground in South America: “the Narcosul series was born from our attempts to 
understand […] why narco-traffickers are more efficient than sovereign nations in 
sharing information and collaborating with each other. The problem isn’t just a drug 
problem, but [involves] everything that is related to it” (Gusmão, interview, April 12, 
2017). 

 The Narcosul series was published in 2014 as nine news articles and resulted in 
the building of a profile of eight “Narcosul ambassadors”, consisting of a list of the most 
prolific traffickers in South America. An online platform was created 4 which 
“showcases” the 170 most wanted narco-traffickers from Brazil, Paraguay, Peru and 
Bolivia. The production process consisted of  
 
• 79 interviews with former state presidents, members of Congress, diplomats, 

prosecutors, judges, police officers, lawyers, representatives to the United 
Nations, researchers and drug traffickers from four countries, Brazil, Paraguay, 
Peru and Bolivia; 

• An analysis of 4,300 pages of secret and public documents collected from the 
following institutions: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime; Peru’s National 
Commission for Development and Life without Drugs (DEVIDA); Bolivia’s Special 
Force against Drug Trafficking (FELCN); Paraguay's National Anti-Drug 
Secretariat (SENAD); the Federal Police  (PF) in Brazil; and the Office of 
National Drug Control Police (ONDCP) in the United States;  

• a 15,654 km road trip through 16 different cities in Brazil, Paraguay, Peru and 
Bolivia, to conduct interviews and collect, verify, and produce data.  

 
 As for “de-escalation-oriented aspects” (Biazoto 2011) in the news coverage, the 
nine newspaper articles clearly reveal a sensitivity to the use of language in that they 
refrain from using polarising labels. The words favela and guerra (“war”) and other 
militaristic metaphors, which are common in the Brazilian mainstream press, are 
avoided. Instead of the word bandido (“bandit”; “thug”), a very loaded term in Brazilian 



discourses to describe drug dealers, the more neutral terms traficante (“trafficker”) and 
criminoso (“criminal”) are used throughout to describe drug dealers. In so doing, the 
series clearly deconstructs popular clichés and “common sense” knowledge about the 
drugs trade. The way the media uses symbolic forms such as language to present a 
topic can alter the perception of audiences and have very practical social, economic and 
political implications (Hall, 1980; Mayr and Machin 2012). The creation of a novel 
narrative through symbolic content that goes beyond the usual war rhetoric is therefore 
an important step towards shaping media and societal discourses on drugs and 
violence (symbolic capital). 
 However, whether its choice of themes inspires reflexivity and critical thinking in 
the reader cannot be answered conclusively. Apart from using neutral labels to describe 
social actors and events in the series, there is also clear contextualisation and 
embedding of the drugs trade in its wider social, cultural and historical roots, although 
the series focuses more on the corruption of public officials. What may be missing from 
the articles is a detailed discussion of drugs policy, although the final article of the series 
does address the decriminalisation of drugs.  

One of the three research questions concerns the challenges for the series to 
function as mediated social capital that would in the long run have an effect on 
transnational drug-related violence. During the Narcosul production process, Amado 
realised that there was a lack of collaboration among journalists. He commented  that 
he “showed in the series that there was a lack of articulation and official collaboration to 
combat organised crime and drug trafficking in particular, [as much as I realised] a lack 
of collaboration among journalists to produce effective transnational journalism ” 
(Amado, interview, July 18, 2017). However, Amado and Gusmão succeeded in 
engaging journalists from the four countries to make the Narcosul investigation possible. 
Gusmão said:  

 
We created a co-operative [journalistic] group. The Ipys [Instituto Prensa y 
Sociedad or Press and Society Institute], which co-finance the Narcosul series] 
played a very important role in this process. Guilherme had contact with other 
reporters who in turn had access to other sources. He also needed the help of 
colleagues to [have access to] telephone interceptions… [where the Spanish 
language was difficult to translate] he contacted his [Latin American] colleagues. 
Soon after we created the Narcosul Network, a network of collaborators using 
WhatsApp (Gusmão, interview, August 7, 2017) 

 
The Narcosul series can be said to function as bonding social capital in that 

Gusmão and Amando created a network of journalistic collaborators across different 
locations. Bonding social capital refers to relationships amongst members of a network 
who are similar in some form (Putnam, 2000). Although the Rede Narcosul (“Narcosul 
Network”) mentioned above was active for only two years, it laid the foundation for 
transnational journalism in South America and beyond. For example, in 2014 Gusmão 
and Amado were invited by investigative journalist Paul Radu, Director of the Organized 
Crime and Corruption Reporting Project, to attend a conference in Senegal entitled, 
“Investigating and Reporting Corruption on Organized Crime in the Sahel” in a clear to 
attempt  replicate “Rede Narcosul” in Africa (Amado, interview, April 1, 2017).  Since 



2017, Amado has also been collaborating with an expanded network of journalists to 
report on Brazil’s Lava Jato (“Operation Car Wash”) corruption scandal 5:  

 
I am currently working in association with Latin American journalists on a joint 
report on Lava Jato. So if I get a document from Peru, for instance, I forward it to 
a colleague in Ecuador, Chile, Mexico, Panama… This kind of articulation is 
missing. My idea is to create an exclusive social network of transnational 
journalists [...] from anywhere in the world 6. (Amado, interview, July 18, 2017) 
 

 Amado and Gusmão’s rede de fontes (“net of sources”) across wider social 
spaces also played a role in facilitating their work and keeping them safe during the 
investigation. Reporting on organised crime requires relationships of trust with sources, 
who play an important part in providing journalists’ access to information and further key 
sources. In addition, sources in a position of power use their own social capital to 
ensure the safety of journalists during the investigation process. Amado (interview, July 
18, 2017) said: “If I didn’t have a strong net of sources I could have been murdered or 
wouldn’t have had access to qualified information.” In addition, his social connections 
were essential for him to have access to key sources from the four countries. Amado 
commented that, while in Brazil, he had to use his own social capital and habitus, 
demonstrating to sources that he was knowledgeable about the drugs trade and 
organised crime. This earned him the trust and respect of informants while in Paraguay, 
Peru and Bolivia. He only had to use the name of the well-known Globo Group to gain 
access to sources of information in these countries.  

Gusmão and Amado’s habitus is a fundamental attribute to be considered for the 
success of the Narcosul series, which reinforces their position in journalistic field. 
Gusmão has reported on disputes between drug gangs and societal conflicts in Rio for 
the past 22 years, which has given him extensive knowledge about the complex 
interplay of crime, state power, and police and gang violence. He grew up in the North 
Zone of Rio, where he witnessed all sorts of violations perpetrated by what became 
known as Cavalos Corredores (“Running Horses”) a death squad formed by Military 
Police officers. Gusmão (interview, April 12, 2017) said: “When I was a teenager, I lived 
on the corner of ‘Cavalos Corredores’, where the Vigário Geral massacre 7 took place; 
they were loved by the residents because they executed [robbers] in front of 
everybody.” Therefore, as a reporter he has managed to build a vast archive of news 
articles and photographs, which he then used to create the criminal profiles of Rio’s 
drug gang leaders. Gusmão’s upbringing put him in a position to produce in-depth 
journalism, unlike journalists from more privileged and safer areas of the city. In this 
respect, Ramos and Paiva (2007) stress the need for mainstream newsrooms to 
become more socially diverse in order to improve the quality of journalistic insight into 
Brazil’s favelas. As for Amado, he had the combination of enterprise and team work 
skills required to conduct independent newsgathering and to build a network of 
collaborators in Brazil, Peru, Paraguay and Bolivia who contributed to the success of 
the reportage. What is more, being awarded the Esso Journalism Award in 2014 
strengthened the position of Extra journalists in the field, as the prize committee is 
formed by renowned journalists who acknowledged the excellence in the Narcosul 
series. 



 Our interviews and informal conversations with Amado also shed light on how 
these journalists use their own symbolic capital, in this case the power to construct a 
novel account of Rio’s drug-related problems and crime control to engage elites with 
their stories. Importantly, the series not only resulted in bridging social capital, but 
linking social capital also. Linking social capital is the extent to which individuals build 
relationships with institutions and individuals who have relative power over them 
(Szreter and Woolcock, 2004). The journalists managed to do so by building complex 
connections between authorities from interrelated fields. The Narcosul investigation 
process included a mass of informants who approach organised crime from their own 
specialism (e.g. law enforcement, policing, diplomacy, public affairs, affairs of states). 
Amado (interview, July 18, 2017) put it the following way: “At the time I built a net of 
sources I was able to access strategic authorities [… ] I engaged them in debate and 
made them read my material [Narcosul series] and by doing so they could understand 
which policy changes were needed.”   

Both journalists used their own social capital not only to connect these authorities, 
but also make them think about questions and exploration of the international drugs 
trade in South America. Amado said: “To interview and bring them into the discussion 
[…] to a certain extent I make them reflect on their own actions and, consequently, [to 
think about] the public policy as a whole” (Amado, interview, July 18, 2017).  

In this way, the Narcosul series functions as linking mediated social capital, or in 
other words, as a resource of power to connect elites in several ways: The reportage 
was adopted by the Federal Police Academy and included in its curriculum to train 
police officers; it was also disseminated by José Eduardo Cardoso, Brazil’s former 
Minister of Justice among the secretaries of the Ministry of Justice; and it was also 
requested by Ambassador Nelson Antonio Tabajara, Director of the Department of 
Defence and Security Affairs. In addition, Joaquim Araújo, a Brazilian diplomat who was 
based in Lima when the Narcosul series was published in 2014, said that the reportage 
succinctly expressed his understanding of drug trafficking in the region. He could not 
indicate a direct impact of the series on the (inter)national debate on illegal drug 
markets, although he pointed out that there has been an effort to tackle transnational 
crimes due to the worrying indexes for public security and health in South America. For 
him, the South Cone Ministerial Meeting on Border Security at the Itamaraty Palace, in 
Brasilia on November 16, 2016, reflected this concern (Joaquim Araújo, personal 
communication, May 8, 2017). Internationally, the investigation series was published in 
El Pais Uruguay and was reviewed by Insight Crime, a non-profit journalism and 
investigative organisation dedicated to the study of organised crime in Latin America. 
Furthermore, Amado and Gusmão publicised the Narcosul series at conferences and 
seminars on investigative journalism and organised crime in Brazil, Argentina, Peru, and 
Senegal. 
 The third research question sought to assess the difficulties journalists face in 
reporting on drugs-related violence and crime control in Rio. Both Amado and Gusmão 
said that Extra journalists are usually “beaten up” on social media by readers who are 
resistant to the notion that human rights and crime control can go together. Regarding 
news media reporting on drugs-related violence and human rights, Amado said:  

 
Nowadays, Rio’s common sense attitude is ‘an eye for an eye.’ Human rights are 



losing out in Rio de Janeiro. ‘An eye for an eye’ is winning. Journalism may bend 
towards one side or another. Journalism, again, I always say it, journalism isn’t 
made on Mars, it’s made on Earth, in Brazil, in Rio de Janeiro, where people are 
assaulted. But [considering] the power we have for change, we must not allow 
ourselves to be easily seduced by the discourse of taking justice into our own 
hands. (Amado, interview, July 18, 2017) 

 
As for journalism and social order in Rio, Gusmão self-critically observed the following: 
 

Journalism in Rio… I think we practise, we still take the point of view of the 
authorities. Although we might be critical… It’s natural to accept the official 
version much more than the critical one. This seems like a contradiction, but it is 
not. Because it is practically impossible to criticise all aspects of all police actions 
in Rio de Janeiro. But what we propose to report we try to balance these 
[features]. News media in general, particularly, the moment we are living in, sees 
favelas only as spaces of violence; we only forget this during carnival when you 
have in favelas that vigorous energy - because they [favela residents] are the 
ones who make the party happen. (Gusmão, interview, Aug 7, 2017) 
 

 However, Extra journalists do criticise Rio’s social order, particularly the ‘an eye 
for an eye’ attitude of many citizens who approve of brutal police interventions in favelas. 
They are often criticised on social media for questioning the “politics of fear and hate”, 
which is gaining ground in Rio. This fear, as we said at the beginning of the article, is to 
some extent justified. After falling steadily for a number of years, lethal violence in Rio is 
again on the rise, especially following the 2016 Olympics and Michel Temer’s (illegal) rise 
to power (O’Boyle 2017). Military police have resumed their operations in favelas as 
drug gangs have begun to reassert themselves. So what is journalism’s potential, if at 
all, to bridge the divide between people living in and outside favelas, in other words to 
function as bridging capital?  

To begin with, the Narcosul series strongly argues that local drug dealers and 
favela residents are not the main culprits in the drugs trade. This in itself is a major 
advance on the way drugs-related violence is usually reported in news media in Brazil 
(see Biazoto 2011). In order to convey to readers the complexity of the drugs trade, 
Amado wrote in the first article of the series that “[the Narcosul’s ambassadors] are 
more like businessmen than favela criminals.” Here Amado benefits from Extra’s 
concentration of symbolic power (Couldry 2013) to break with established media 
discourses about favelas as places of violence and their residents as criminals.  

The last article of the series, in addition, addresses the controversial issue of 
decriminalisation of drugs in Brazil and other countries, featuring extracts of interviews 
with the former president of Brazil and Bolivia, Fernando Henrique Cardoso and Jorge 
Quiroga respectively, who have opposing views on drug legalisation. Unlike Extra, 
mainstream media tend to obscure the connections between social problems and the 
actions (or non-actions) of political leaders.  

Second, the production process and the networks that have to be built to produce 
investigative news articles in themselves function as a resource of power, not only 
because they connect people, but also because they build spaces for dialogue.. Extra 



did this with a Q&A session via Twitter in which Amado answered readers’ questions 
and listened to their comments on the Narcosul series. Amado (interview, July 18, 2017) 
spoke with about 30 readers and was impressed they had read the whole series. For 
him, this is a first step towards ‘deliberation’, a process in which people take part before 
making a decision related to issues that affect their lives (Romano 2010). This is 
perhaps the best example of bridging capital in the series. 
 The idea that a newspaper and journalists use their social capital and position to 
connect with its readership deliberately across a range of fields and spaces may clash 
with journalistic norms of objectivity. However, as Lesage and Hackett (2014, 46) argue, 
“Objectivity in journalism is not a single, fixed thing but can include a range of meanings 
amongst different journalists.” Objectivity in the Narcosul case should refer to Extra’s 
journalists’ proactivity to conduct independent newsgathering in order to ensure a fair 
representation of opposing sides in the debate about Brazil’s involvement in the 
international drugs trade.  
 
Conclusion 
 
 This study has investigated the conditions in which news media can produce 
investigative/in-depth reporting which functions to build mediated social capital in order 
to connect people and communities to overcome the “favela/ asphalt” dichotomy and 
lead to an end of the “war”on drugs in its poor communities through policy change. We 
suggested at the outset that this form of journalism could lead to a constructive societal 
dialogue and ultimately serve to protect human rights for all of Rio’s citizens. However, 
our analysis suggests that this form of bridging social capital, which refers to 
relationships amongst people who are dissimilar in a demonstrable fashion, such as age, 
socio-economic status, race/ethnicity (Szreter and Woolcock 2004), will be the most 
difficult to achieve, given the deep rifts in Brazilian society. 
 However, the Narcosul series clearly functions as linking social capital in that it 
has managed to disseminate the findings of its transnational investigative journalism to 
authorities who have influence on policy making. Narcosul denounces the inability or 
unwillingness of four countries to tackle their domestic and international problems, such 
as the systemic corruption of government officials and the illegal arms and drugs trade 
which crosses borders. By emphasising the weakness of state institutions in these 
respects and by calling  on authorities to find new ways of addressing their drugs-
related problems, Narcosul clearly functions as mediated social capital that engages 
elites in debate who have the power to conceive and execute public security policies.  
 Furthermore, our analysis has also shown that Narcosul resulted in the building 
of an expanded network of journalistic collaborators fostering transnational journalism in 
South America, hence its bonding capital (Szreter and Woolcock 2004). A transnational 
drugs trade requires transnational investigative journalism that transcends national 
boundaries. The local aspect still defines news output but importantly is “shaped by a 
transnational flow of information”(Hellmueller 2017, 8) 8. As the bourgeoning literature 
on the theory and practice of transnational journalism (e.g. Seib 2010; Esser 2013; 
Kraidy, 2011, Hellmueller 2014, 2017; Reese 2015) shows, these transnational 
networks not only tackle serious problems, they also indicate a shift in the 
conceptualisation of journalism culture, which has traditionally been discussed within a 
national system. Further research should be undertaken in this area. The replication of 



“Rede Narcosul" in Africa, for instance, is a very promising development that should be 
taken up in future research on transnational journalism.   

Brazil’s ill-conceived “war” on drugs and mainstream media coverage thereof has 
proven incapable of containing drug sales and disrupting drug markets. Instead it has 
been characterised by lethal violence and human rights abuses committed by the state 
and its police forces against the poor. An investigative series such as the one reported 
here with its evidence of connecting to people in positions of power through mediated 
social capital is a first step towards a more enlightened approach to the transnational 
drugs problem.                                                                                         The 
Narcosul series is an important example of a newspaper developing bonding, bridging 
and linking strategies though its mediated social capital, that may result in a more 
effective system of political and media communication. As Silverstone (2007, 5) says, 
the media are the principal means of connection and disconnection, of symbolic 
inclusion and exclusion by the “boundary work” they perform, defining distance and 
closeness between “us” and “them”. According to Silverstone, this requires imagination, 
understanding and duty of care. Extra has taken an important step in that direction. 
 
 
NOTES 
 
1. Homicide rates are highly influenced by race, gender and age. According to Human 

Rights Watch (2016), “police in the state of Rio de Janeiro alone have killed more 
than 8,000 people in the past decade, including at least 645 people in 2015. One fifth 
of all homicides in the city of Rio last year were police killings, many of which drug-
related. Among those killed by police, three quarters were black men.” 

2. The term “formal city” is used in opposition to favelas, which are neither regarded as 
centralised formal suburbs nor the outer peripheries. The latter are “equally ‘formal’ in 
the sense that they are actually part of the city, paying their taxes and participating in 
the formal economy” (Veloso 2010, 254). Favelas, on the other hand, are 
characterised by informal economies and do not pay taxes. 

3. A recent survey by the Centre for Studies on Public Security and Citizenship (CESeC) 
found that for 73% of the 2, 353 interviewees human rights are incompatible with 
crime control and 56% believed that human rights protection just benefits criminals 
(Lemgruber et al 2017). 

4. The online platform of the most wanted Narcosul traffickers can be retrieved at 
https://extra.globo.com/noticias/mundo/foragidos-narcosul/ 

5. Concerning Brazil’s Lava Jato corruption scandal see https://gijn.org/2017/08/01/lava-
jato-a-case-study-in-cross-border-investigation/ 

6. Guilherme Amado was among the 18 journalists awarded the John S. Knight 
Journalism Fellowships for the 2017-2018 academic year at Stanford University. His 
project was on the role played by a social network in transnational journalism.  

7. The Vigário Geral massacre occurred on August 29, 1993 at the favela of Vigário 
Geral, located in the north of Rio de Janeiro city. A death squad composed of Rio 
Military Police killed 21 residents, supposedly out of revenge for the killing of four 
police officers two days prior, who were allegedly involved in the extortion of drug 
traffickers.  



8. Transnational journalism is different  from global journalism, which is more concerned 
with establishing consensual norms that allow journalistic organisations to function 
globally. 

 
REFERENCES 
 
Alfter, Brigitte (2016) Cross-border collaborative journalism: Why journalists and 
scholars should talk about an emerging method. Journal of Applied Journalism & Media 
Studies 5(2): 297–311. 
 
Amorim, Carlos. 1993. Comando Vermelho: A história secreta do crime organizado 
[Comando Vermelho: a secret history of organized crime]. (1st ed.). Rio de Janeiro: 
Record.  
 
Arias, Enrique Desmond. 2006. "The Dynamics of Criminal Governance: Networks and 
Social Order in Rio de Janeiro." Journal of Latin American Studies 38 (2):293-325. 
 
Baroni, Alice. 2015. “The Favelas through the Lenses of Photographers. 
Photojournalism from Community and Mainstream Media Organisations.“ Journalism 
Practice 9(4): 597-613. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2015.1030145. 
 
Baroni, Alice. 2012. Os efeitos de verdade em Os Sertões e Abusado [The truth-effect 
in ‘Rebellion in the Backlands' and ‘Abused’]. São Paulo: Annablume. 
 
Benson, Rodney. 2006. "News media as a "journalistic field": what Bourdieu adds to 
new institutionalism, and vice versa." Political Communication 23 (2):187-202. 
 
Bentes, Afonso. 2016. Assassinato do ‘rei do tráfico’ na fronteira deixa em alerta 
autoridades brasileiras [Murder of ‘king of trafficking’ on border leaves Brazilian 
authorities on alert]. El País Brasil, June 22. 
http://brasil.elpais.com/brasil/2016/06/17/politica/1466198112_870703.html 
 
Biazoto, Joice. 2011. “Peace Journalism where there is no War. Conflict-sensitive 
Reporting on Urban Violence and Public Security in Brazil and its Potential Role in 
Conflict Transformation.” Conflict&Communication Online 10 (2), 1-19. 
 
Blumer, H. 1986. Symbolic Interactionism. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
 
Bourdieu, Pierre. 1986. "The forms of Capital." In Handbook of Theory and Research for 
the Sociology of Education, edited by J. G. Richardson, 241-258. New York, 
Greenwood. 
 
Bourdieu, Pierre. 1996. Rules of Art: Genesis and Structure of the Literary Field. 
Translated by Susan Emanuel. Cambridge: Polity Press. 
 



Bourdieu, Pierre. 1989. “Social space and symbolic power.” Sociological Theory 7 (1): 
14-25. 
 
Bourdieu, Pierre. 1999. "Structures, Habitus, Practices." In The Blackwell Reader in 
Contemporary Social Theory, edited by Anthony Elliott, 107-18. Brighton: Grahame & 
Grahame Editorial. 
 
Bourdieu, Pierre. 2005. "Habitus." In Habitus: A Sense of Place, edited by Jean Hillier 
and Emma Rooksby, 43-9. Burlington, VT: Ashgate. 
 
Cano, Ignacio. 1997. Lethal police action in Rio de Janeiro. Rio de Janeiro: ISER. 
 
Cano, Ignacio, and Eduardo Ribeiro. 2016. “Old Strategies and New Approaches 
towards Policing Drug Markets in Rio de Janeiro.” Police Practice and Research 17 (4): 
364-75. 
 
Chaparro, Manuel Carlos. Iniciação a uma teoria das fontes: tipificação das fontes 
[Starting a theory on sources: Typification of sources]. Retrieved from: 
http://oxisdaquestao.provisorio.ws/artigos/iniciacao-uma-teoria-das-fontes/. 
 
Christofoletti, Rogério, and Francisco José Karam. 2015. Jornalismo investigativo e 
pesquisa científica [Investigative journalism and scientific research]. Florianópolis: 
Editora Insular. 
 
Coleman, James S. 1988. “Social Capital in the Creation of Human Capital.” The 

American Journal of Sociology 94: S95–S120. doi: 10.2307/2780243  
Coleman, James S. 1990. Foundations of Social Theory. Cambridge, MA: Belknap 
Press of  
Harvard University Press. 
 
Couldry, Nick. 2003. “Media, symbolic power and the limits of Bourdieu’s field theory.” In 
Media@LSE electronic working papers, 2. Department of Media and Communications, 
London School of Economics and Political Science, London, UK. 
 
Fortes, Leandro. 2005. Jornalismo investigativo [Investigative journalism]. São Paulo: 
Contexto. 
 
Galtung, Johan. 1998. “High road, low road: Charting the course for Peace Journalism.” 
Track Two 7(4).  
 
Goldstein, Donna. 2007. Laughter out of Place: Race, Class, Violence and Sexuality in 
a Rio Shantytown. Berkeley: University of California Press 

Hall, Stuart.1980. "Encoding / Decoding." In: Hall, D. Hobson, A. Lowe, and P. Willis 
(eds). Culture, Media, Language: Working Papers in Cultural Studies, 1972–79. London: 
Hutchinson, pp. 128–138. 
 



Helmueller, Lea. 2017. “Gatekeeping beyond geographical borders: Developing an 
analytical model of transnational journalism cultures.” International Communication 
Gazette, 79(1) 3–25. 
 
Herscovitz, Heloiza G. 2004. “Brazilian journalists' perceptions of media roles, ethics 
and foreign influences on Brazilian journalism." Journalism studies 5.1: 71-86. 
 
Hess, Kristy. 2013. "Tertius Tactics: ‘Mediated Social Capital’ as a Resource of Power 
for Traditional Commercial News Media." Communication Theory 23:112–30. doi: 
10.1111/comt.12005. 
 
Holston, James. 2008. “Dangerous spaces of citizenship: Gang talk, rights talk, and the 
rule of law in Brazil.” Working Paper 21, Center for Latin American Studies, University of 
California, Berkeley. 
 
Hunter, Mark Lee, Nils Hanson, Rana Sabbagh, Luuk Sengers, Drew Sullivan, 
Flemming Tait Svith, and Pia Thordse. 2011. Story-Based Inquiry: A Manual for 
Investigative Journalists. Paris: UNESCO. 
 
Kraidy, Marwan M. 2011. The rise of transnational media systems: Implications of pan-
Arab media for comparative research. In: Hallin DC and Mancini P (eds) Comparing 
Media Systems Beyond the Western World. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University 
Press, pp. 177–201.  

Kucinski, Bernardo. A pauta econômica e a agenda das assessorias de imprensa [The 
economic and public relations agenda]. In: DINES, Alberto (Org.). a mídia e os dilemas 
da transparência[ The media and the dilemma of transparency]. Brasília: Banco do 
Brasil, 2002. p. 55-59.  
 
Lemgruber, Julita, Ignacio Cano, and Leonarda Musumeci. 2017.  Olho por olho? O que 
pensam os cariocas sobre ‘bandido bom é bandido morto' [An eye for an eye? What do 
Rio’s citizens think of “only a dead bandit is good bandit”]. Rio de Janeiro: CESeC. 
 
Lesage, Frédérik and Robert A. Hackett. 2014. “Between Objectivity and Openness—
The Mediality of Data for Journalism.’ Media and Communication, 2(2), 42-54.  
 
Leu, Lorraine. 2004. “The Press and the Spectacle of Violence in Contemporary Rio de 
Janeiro.” Journal of Latin American Cultural Studies 13 (3): 343-355). 
doi.org/10.1080/1356932042000287062 
 
Leu, Lorraine. 2008. “Drug Traffickers and the Contestation of City Space in Rio de 
Janeiro.” Revista da Associação Nacional dos Programas de Pós-Graduação em 
Comunicação 11 (1): 1-16.  
 
Lopes, Dirceu Fernandes, and José Luiz Proença. 2003. Jornalismo investigativo 
[Investigative journalism]. São Paulo: Publisher Brasil. 



 
Magno, Ana B. A agonia da reportagem – das grandes aventuras da imprensa 
brasileira à crise do  mais fascinante dos gêneros jornalísticos: uma análise das 
matérias vencedoras do Prêmio Esso de Jornalismo [the agony of reporting – from the 
great adventures of the Brazilian press to the crisis of the most delightful journalism 
genres: An analysis of Esso award-winning journalism reporting]. 2007. Dissertação 
(Programa de Pós-graduação em Comunicação Social – Universidade de Brasília.  
 
Mayr, Andrea. (in press) “ ‘Eu não mereço morrer assassinado’: Social media activism 
by favela youth in Rio de Janeiro and its representation in a newspaper”. In Discourses 
of Disorder (ed. by Chris Hart) Edinburgh University Press. 
 
Mayr, Andrea and Machin, David. 2012. The Language of Crime and Deviance: An 
Introduction to 
Critical Linguistic Analysis in Media and Popular Culture. London: Continuum. 
 
Mídia sem Violações. 2017. "A plataforma” [The platform]. Fundação Rosa Luxemburgo, 
ANDI Comunicação e Direitos, Accessed 14/8/2017. 
http://www.midiasemviolacoes.com.br/a-plataforma. 
 
Mioli, Teresa and Nafría, Ismael. Innovative Journalism in Latin America. Knight Centre 
for Journalism in the Americas.  
 
Misse, Michel. 2003. O movimento: A constituição e reprodução de redes do mercado 
informal ilegal de drogas a varejo no Rio de Janeiro e seus efeitos sobre a violência 
[The movement: The establishment and reproduction of retail drugs networks in Rio de 
Janeiro and their effects on violence]. In M. Baptista, M. S. Cruz, & R. Matias (Eds.), 
Drogas e Modernidade: faces de um tema proscrito [Drugs and modernity: perspectives 
of a proscribed topic] (1st ed.; pp. 147–156). Rio de Janeiro: EdUERJ.  
 
Misse, Michel. 1999. Malandros, marginais e vagabundos: Acumulação social da 
violência no Rio de Janeiro [Rogues, social outcasts and vagabonds: Social 
accumulation of violence in Rio de Janeiro] (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). UCAM, 
Rio de Janeiro.  
 
Misse, Michel, and Roberto Kant de Lima. 2006. Crime e violência no Brasil 
contemporâneo: estudos de sociologia do crime e da violência urbana [Crime and 
violence in contemporary Brazil: studies in the sociology of crime and urban violence]. 
Rio de Janeiro: Editora Lumen Juris. 
 
Misse, Michel. 2007. “Illegal markets, protection rackets and organized crime in Rio de 
Janeiro.” Estudos Avançados 21: 139–157. Retrieved from 
www.scielo.br/pdf/ea/v21n61/en_a10v2161.pdf  
 
Moretzsohn, Sylvia. "O caso Tim Lopes: o mito da “mídia cidadã” [The Tim Lopes case: 
The myth of citizens’ media].Retrieved from www.bocc.ubi.pt/pag/moretzsohn-sylvia-



tim-lopes.pdf 
 
O'Boyle, Brendan. 2017. "Violence in Rio: ‘We Have to Look for a Collective Solution’." 
Americas Quarterly, Accessed 11/8/2017. http://americasquarterly.org/content/violence-
rio-we-have-look-collective-
solution?utm_content=bufferdc06c&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&u
tm_campaign=buffer 
 
Patterson, Thomas E. 2013. Informing the News: The Need for Knowledge-Based 
Journalism. New York: Vintage Books. 
 
Penglase, Ben. 2008. “The Bastard Child of the Dictatorship: The Comando Vermelho 
and the Birth of ‘Narco-Culture’ in Rio de Janeiro.” Luso-Brazilian Review 45: 118–145. 
doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1353/lbr.0.0001 
 
Porto, Mauro P. A crise de confiança política e suas instituições: os mídia e a 
legitimidade da democracia [Political trust crisis and its institutions: Media and 
legitimacy in democracy]. In Baquero, M. (Org.), Condicionantes da consolidação 
democrática: ética, mídia e cultura política. Porto Alegre: Ed.Universidade/UFRGS, 

1996. p. 41-64.   
Putnam, Robert. D. 2000. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American 
Community.New York: Simon & Schuster. 
 
Ramos, Silvia, and Anabela Paiva. 2007. Mídia e violência: novas tendências na 
cobertura de criminalidade e segurança no Brasil [Media and violence: new trends in 
the coverage of crime and security In Brazil]. Rio de Janeiro: IUPERJ. 
 
Reese, Stephen.D. 2015. Globalization of mediated spaces: The case of transnational 
environmentalism in China. International Journal of Communication 9(19): 2263–2281. 

Ribeiro, Aline. 2017. "As duas maiores facções criminosas do Brasil estão em guerra." 
[ the two major drug factions in Brazil are at war] Época, October 18. 
http://epoca.globo.com/tempo/noticia/2016/10/duas-maiores-faccoes-criminosas-do-
brasil-estao-em-guerra.html 
 
Romano, Angela. 2010. International Journalism and Democracy: Civic Engagement 
Models from around the World. New York: Routledge. 
 
Schmitz, Aldo, and Francisco Karam. 2013. "Os spin doctors and as fontes das 
notícias.” [The spin doctors and the news sources]. Brazilian Journalism Research 9 
(1):98-115. 
 
Sequeira, Cleofe Monteiro de. 2005. Jornalismo investigativo: O fato por trás da notícia 
[Investigative journalism: The fact behind the news]. São Paulo: Summus. 
 
Silverstone, Roger. 2007. Media and Morality: On the Rise of the Mediapolis. 



Cambridge: Polity Press. 
 
Souza, Maria do C. C. A Nova República brasileira: sob a espada de Dâmocles [The 
new Brazilian republic: Under the sword of Damocles]. In Stepan, A. (Org.), 
Democratizando o Brasil. Rio de Janeiro: Paz e Terra, 1988. p. 563- 627.  
 
Varjão, Suzana. 2009. Micropoderes, Macroviolências: Um estudo sobre a palavra e a 
construção da ordem social [Micro-powers, macro-violence: A study of the word and the 
construction of social order]. Cadernos Temáticos da CONSEG, Mídia e Segurança 
Pública. Brasília: 41-46. 
 
Valente, Rubens. 2016. “Investigação jornalística tem pela frente desafios conjunturais 
e estruturais” [Journalistic investigation faces structural and cyclical challenges]. 
Retrieved from https://jornalismonobrasilem2017.com/investigação-
jornal%C3%ADstica-tem-pela-frente-desafios-conjunturais-e-estruturais-7fde2a2ea5cb 
 
Veloso, Leticia. 2010. "Governing heterogeneity in the context of ‘compulsory 
closeness’: the ‘pacification’of favelas in Rio de Janeiro." Suburbanization in Global 
Society 10: 253-272. 
 
Waisbord, Siilvio. Watchdog Journalism in South America. New York: Columbia 
University Press, 2000.  
 
Waiselfisz, Julio Jacobo. 2015. Mapa da violência 2016: Homicídios por armas de fogo 
no Brasil [2016 Map of violence: Homicides by firearms in Brazil]. Brasília: Flacso Brasil.  
 
Zaluar, Alba. 2000. "Perverse Integration: Drug Trafficking and Youth in the Favelas of 
Rio de Janeiro." Journal of International Affairs 53 (2):653-671. 
 
Zaluar, Alba. 2005. "Brazilian Drug Worlds and the Fate of Democracy." Interventions: 
International Journal of Postcolonial Studies 7 (3):338-341. 
 
Szreter, S. and Woolcock, M. 2004 ‘Health by association? Social capital, social theory, 
and the political economy of public health’, International Journal of Epidemiology, 33(4), 
pp. 650 – 67. 
 


