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What stands out? Why?

• What does it say about the text?
• What does it say about you?
• What does it say about how I’ve 

represented it?

‘Operative criticism’ (Belluigi 2015)



What stands out? Why?

• Does the site/ device/ 
introductory description hamper 
or add to the engagement?

• Could I better achieve my 
intentionality another way?

‘Operative criticism’ (Belluigi 2015)



Abstract

In this discussion, I’ll reflect on my intentionality for establishing this online space, 
and how it has come to be received and to operate in different spaces. It is an 
unfunded online space, which places non-’academic’ lived experience centre stage, 
by drawing insights from international music, visual arts, plays, books, memoires, 
blogs and films across various contexts, perspectives and times, which touch on the 
messiness of life in higher education.  
We’ll explore how these creative artefacts offer us rich counter-narratives to 
challenge the taken-for-granted myths of educational systems, in nuanced and 
provocative ways. Whether the university features as backdrop, a protagonist or a 
space of possibility, these artefacts provide openings for us to journey, alongside 
students and staff, as they tell us their stories of negotiating the demands and 
diversity of personal and professional relationships, while they meander through 
the unexpected mazes of curiosity and learning.





reflection
Intentionality > reception > 
operates

Principles: 
Alternative space
Counter-narratives
Development of the capacity for critical 
agency
OER



Description - CONTENT
• Addition to dispassionate engagement
• Figurative/ expressive/ provocative
• Performance and creative arts; literature; 

digital media; music et cetera
• Different contexts:

• Across geographics (geopolitics)
• Across divides  
• Across time periods
• Across roles in HE 
• Borderlands of HE



Description - FORM
• Platform Padlet opensource
• Moderated and curated
• Easy to add, access, share and 

embed
• Reference, image, short taster, links 

to source and review, link to 
contributor



AUTHORSHIP
• Co-produced but curated
• Links to source material
• Contributor’s motivation for 

recommendation = 
interpretation/ reader response

• Provocative reviews
• Re-use



Problematics?



Problematics or 
possibilities?

1. Strategic?
• Data analytics - impact

2. Sustainability?
• Platform dependent on me

3. Fund umbrella project?
4. Project to support the 

creations of counter-
narratives?



How you can contribute:
1. Email me at dinabelluigi@gmail.com 
2. Reference info
3. Sound bite 
4. Details - how you want to be referenced

5. Embed in sites
6. Add to reference list
7. … 

How you can utilise it:



Thanks!
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