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minutes not days.
Rapid build off-site housing 
requires the latest innovative 
off-site ground floor system  
to fully maximize its efficiency.

Spantherm is a high 
performance off-site concrete 
flooring system. A typical  
plot can be installed in just  
90 minutes, cutting up to  
a week off the schedule.

With exceptional Psi and  
U values, Spantherm reduces 
cold-bridging at the wall/
floor junctions providing a  
cost effective route to Part L 
compliance within SAP for  
all build types including 
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Built: East
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Built: East was the winning design in a pavilion 
competition called The Belfast Flare run by the Royal 
Society of Ulster Architects and JP Corry in 2017. 

EastSide Property kindly provided a location for the pavilion, 
and agreed to act as client and host.

Through The Belfast Flare, the RSUA aimed to demonstrate 
that an anonymous design competition can help clients 
gain new insight into the opportunities of their project. 
The RSUA also wanted to enable an early-career architect 
to win interesting work in the public realm, and to start a 
conversation about the relatively untapped potential of 
temporary architecture to enliven Belfast’s urban spaces.

Client  
EastSide Property

Architect   
OGU Architects + Donald 
McCrory Architects

Structural OCSC Belfast

Joinery and timber structure  
BPJ Group

Roof Manufacturer  Fabrite

Precast Concrete  Moore 
Concrete Products + banah UK

Main Contractor  
Farrans Construction

Photographer  Joe Laverty

THE TEAM
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The pavilion is at the Newtownards Road entrance to CS Lewis 
Square in East Belfast: an area with a rich industrial history. 
Because of this, our pavilion design started with the intention 
to celebrate local industrial ingenuity. It was important to us 
that this was not a nostalgic look backwards but an opportunity 
to draw attention to emerging construction innovation in 
Northern Ireland. Initially we aimed to use visual references 
to tell this story: the use of materials being developed in NI 
would showcase contemporary invention, while the Belfast 
Truss roof symbolised the core theme. To us, the Belfast Truss 
represents the area’s history of manufacturing. Many of East 
Belfast’s largest factories, including the Belfast Ropeworks 
which used to face the pavilion site, had such a roof. In fact, 
Belfast Trusses were made just down the road at D. Anderson 
& Son Ltd which was located in the Lagan Felt Works. 

As the design developed, the pavilion came to consist of three 
elements, each crafted in a local factory, and each requiring 
a process of testing and development. Therefore, the final 
pavilion structure does not just exhibit innovative products, 
but its own creation has generated invention, acting as a 
prototype for new methods of crafting buildings.

The public location of the pavilion required rapid assembly on 
site. This, plus the small scale, ‘zigzag’ arrangement of the roof 
structure required a level of precision from the joiners that 
the historical Belfast Truss roofed factories would not have 
needed. BPJ Group used CNC to create a 1:1 scale template 
in MDF, testing every joint before cutting the timber. The 
structure is made of Accoya: this acetylated softwood boasts 
the lifespan and durability of a hardwood whilst having a much 
lower carbon footprint. The pre-cast concrete footings also 
keep sustainability in mind. A locally developed calcined clay 
additive called banahMETA replaces twenty percent of the 
cement in the mix, and gives the elements their warm colour. 
Moore Concrete worked closely with banah UK to develop the 
mix and method of casting.

Like the timber frame, the corten steel roof required a 1:1 
prototype to be assembled in Fabrite’s Lisburn workshop. 
Although based on an existing façade detail, the design had 
to be adapted to suit the barrel-shaped, asymmetrical roof 
structure.

After winning the competition, we listened carefully to the 
client to draw upon their knowledge of the site. We were lucky 
to have a client so actively involved in conversations with local 
residents and experienced in community engagement as this 
allowed us to quickly identify site issues to respond to, and to 
more realistically plan for the structure’s future use.

The site is both a stopping point and a thoroughfare: a small 
plaza that acts as a threshold between the street and the 
park beyond. It receives bright sunlight and people like to sit 
there, outside the café. To respond to this, we relocated our 
proposal to the east of the site and increased the openness 
of the west-facing elevation. By doing this, the pavilion does 
not sit centre-stage and fill the site, but instead it forms an 
edge, facing but not overshadowing the neighbouring visitor’s 
centre. The elevation facing the road is angled to lead people 
into the plaza, and to create space directly in front of the 
pelican crossing. 

Our client requested a canopy that could provide shelter from 
the rain without creating a dark space underneath it. This 
requirement, on top of an increasing awareness of the need for 
this pavilion to withstand a high level of public use, demanded 
a quality and robustness. The results of this demand for quality 
surpass site safety: people interact with the structure because 
it is tactile. They regularly stop to touch the concrete columns. 
Picnic benches have been moved to the exact spot where the 
checkerboard pattern of light and shadow from the rooflights 
falls on the ground. Children sit along the timber rail because 
of the quality of the joinery.

Our pavilion design aimed to draw attention to local 
innovation. What we discovered through the process is 
that this inventiveness is dependant on a rich history of 
craftsmanship in our workshops and factories. The icing on 
the cake is of course that the pavilion looks like a tiny version 
of the factory workshops that made its components. It is a 
celebration of all of the craftspeople who are often invisible 
once the construction is complete, and yet are absolutely 
crucial to its existence. 

Rachel O’Grady
Project Architect
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