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Key points from the Roundtable 
 

a) Community engagement and the narrative used to communicate climate action needs to be 

positive, inclusive and site-specific.  

b) Farming in Ireland has been shaped for years by government policy which is susceptible to 

unequal power dynamics between farmers and industry actors. Future government policy 

should lead with progressive policies for sustainable agriculture. The recent fragmentation of 

rural policy and funding has taken autonomy from farmers and rural communities. 

c) Re-framing the narrative of climate action through site-specific, results-based education and 

training is crucial for community engagement. 

d) The voices of rural communities are seldom considered in policy development. Any viable 

path forward must address this through real collaborations and meaningful participation. 

e) The failure to successfully incentivise organic farming needs to be addressed. 

f) Public transport in rural areas is crucial to strong, resilient rural communities. 

g) Localised finance, community-owned energy and decentralised cooperatives can empower 

and regenerate rural communities. 

h) Migrant workers in the food processing sector need to be protected and built into future 

policy. 

i) Post COVID-19 Pandemic there should be a focus on the job creation possibilities of climate 

action and move away from dialogues focused on economic growth. 

j) There exists the potential to drive major, positive, sustainable change for rural Ireland, 

however political will is necessary to realise this. 
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Discussion Question 1: What measures are necessary to overcome concerns about the negative 

impacts of climate policy for communities in rural Ireland, particularly for communities 

dependent on food production?  

 

• The language used to communicate climate action and sustainable development needs to be 

positive, particularly for communities in rural Ireland. There are cultural and historical 

connections in communities which could be used to engage with community members to 

build a sense of shared ownership of the challenges ahead. This should influence the language 

used to frame sustainable development and climate action.  

• The narrative on climate action is far too polarised – setting apart environmentalists and 

farmers - this needs to be intentionally tackled. ‘Climate’ is somewhat of a dirty word due to 

negative experiences of rural communities with government policies – same with 

‘partnership’ – we need to acknowledge frustrations of farmers and communities and return 

voice and sense of respect. A new narrative is required that moves away from ‘imposition’ 

and instead collaboration – this will require ‘walking the talk’  and earning the respect of 

communities by listening to their concerns, transparency and due respect 

• Training and education need to be results-based in order to clearly express the social, 

economic and environmental benefits of climate action, such as, organic/biodynamic farming, 

agricultural permaculture, and the cost effectiveness of silvopasture or clover cover rather 

than nitrogen fertiliser. 

Discussion Question 2: How can efforts to tackle climate change enhance standards of living 

for communities in rural Ireland? What role do land use and diversifying activities have in these 

efforts? 

 

• Transformation offers an opportunity to bring the economic benefits and the creation of 

jobs in rural areas. Community-owned energy generation, diversification in agriculture and 

decentralised cooperatives can generate localised jobs, empower the local community and 

potentially stabilise and reverse depopulation. 

• Climate action should include paying farmers a living wage to sequester carbon and to 

preserve culture and landscape. This ties in with moving policy away from producing as 

much as possible, and focusing on one or two sectors with the Agri-food industry (dairy, 

beef), to diversify what farming can and should be: guardians or caretakers of the land. 

 



3 
 

• Implementing flexible, farmer-led silvopasture and agroforestry initiatives, among other on 

farm innovations, will allow greater autonomy and flexibility for farmers. Policies that focus 

on soil health and water quality will generate benefits for farmers, in terms of the higher 

quality and higher nutritional density of the food they produce, and a cleaner and healthier 

environment. Enhancing farmer’s livelihood options will help to address the lack of 

autonomy offered by the current agri-food model.  

• Similarly, efforts to make it worthwhile for fisheries to sell to Irish markets, rather than 

selling abroad due to market competition, will have benefits for local wealth creation and 

the environment. 

• Tackling climate change requires radically enhancing connectivity and public services in rural 

Ireland. It means urgently enhancing broadband access and putting in place digital hubs that 

allow for remote working, overhauling public transport, enhancing services offered by the 

post office and greater facilities for young people as more families would have the 

opportunity to relocate to  

 

Discussion Question 3: What mechanisms already exist to enable bottom up policy formation in 

Ireland and what could be done to enhance these to advance climate action and rural 

regeneration in parallel?  

• Enhanced community engagement is essential. Town halls are not sufficient and will not be 

enough to engage with local communities. There is a need to meet communities where they 

are at and on their terms. This means going to where communities meet and organise 

themselves. For example, in GAA clubs or engaging through local radio/newspapers.  

• We need to maximise the potential of schemes like LEADER to develop genuine, bottom up 

and community owned initiatives. Real innovation is lacking – schemes must go beyond risk-

averse track record. There is a need to overcome concern among experts/civil service that 

communities/farmers are not capable of co-producing/leading development projects. 

• Credit Unions provide an already existing financial infrastructure which can be utilised to 

locally finance sustainable development and keep capital in the locality. Greater powers and 

funding for local authorities, coupled with initiatives like participatory budgeting, can offer a 

real opportunity for community led local development. 

• Future CAP will allow Member States greater discretion on how the CAP fund is allocated. This 

gives the Irish government an opportunity to influence the food production sector to lead on 

climate action. Fiscal policy should provide greater guarantees and supports for credit unions 

to enable more localised loans and spending. 
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The Way Forward 

Building a Just Transition for food producers and ensuring rural Ireland will benefit from climate 

action requires: 

• Genuine participation of farmers, fishers and rural communities in the design, planning and 

implementation of climate action. 

• Meaningful participation requires understanding of local contexts that could limit 

participation - structural inequality, political marginalisation, working hours, informal 

discriminatory practices, access to childcare. 

• The emphasis should be on community led engagement. A consultation box ticking exercise 

will not suffice.  

• It will be necessary to document and share best practice in order to proliferate solutions and 

approaches quickly across the country. 

 


