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Objective:

• Explore the link between the two related 
fields of queer pedagogy and education 
for sustainable development. 

• Enable ESD practitioners to incorporate 
queer pedagogy, or queer pedagogues to 
further a queered version of sustainable 
development.



What is Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)?

“educational programs, curricula, 
and teaching and learning 

practices that enhance student 
values, understanding, and 
capabilities” for sustainable 

development 
Hallinger & Nguyen (2020)

Eight competencies: 
1. normative competence 

2. self  -  awareness competence  

3. systems thinking competence 

4. future - thinking competence 

5. strategic competence 

6. critical thinking competence 

7. collaboration competence 

8. problem-solving competence

(Rieckmann, 2018; Wiek et al., 2016)



What is queer pedagogy?
• Teaching for, with, as, about being queer? 

• “impossible for education to be neutral” – Henry Giroux. 

• Form of critical pedagogy. 

• How does heteronormativity (and the patriarchy) influence our teaching? What can we 
do about it? 

• What’s it got to do with ESD? Unsustainable development is heteronormative and 
patriarchal, rejecting anthropocentricism means rejecting these too.



• Heteronormative norms confluence with sustainable 
development at the micro (e.g. gender barriers) and macro 
(e.g. exploitative economics) levels. 

• Pedagogues should challenge the discrimination that takes 
place around the world. 

• Remove gendered and heteronormative language form 
materials and discourse. 

• Don’t shy away from discussions of queerness! 

• Explicitly tackle issues that affect queer people locally and 
globally.

Queering norms



• Foster queer desires in the classroom (Fraser 
and Lamble, 2015). 

• The importance of self - disclosure. 

• Incorporate reflective elements e.g. Gibbs 
Model of Reflective Practice. 

• A queer perspective on teaching sustainable 
development should provide some aspect of 
disappointment (Seitz, 2020).

Queering self-awareness



Queering systems thinking
• “the ability to recognize and understand relationships, 

to analyse complex systems, to perceive the ways in 
which systems are embedded within different 
domains and different scales, and to deal with 
uncertainty” ( Rieckman , 2018). 

• Too often do we think of things in linear systems, 
when the world really isn’t! 

• Use examples of non - linear or fuzzy systems. 

• “Process map” the world’s “wicked problems”.



• Climate crises and socio - economic problems 
affect different people in different ways and will 
perpetuate inequity. 

• Explore past inequity and illustrate 
intersectionality when incorporating case studies 
(even better when you can hear people in their 
own words). 

• New frontiers of queerness emerge every day – 
how will these identities intersect in the world 
we are building (or preventing)?

Queering future thinking



• Analyse and challenge everything, even yourself! 

• Make use of collaborative, problem - based methods in 
teaching. 

• Introduce more mechanisms for peer review e.g. Devil’s 
Advocate 

• Queer questioning (c.f. Fortney, 2017): 
• “What questions shall we ask of each other? After we explore 

those questions, what will have been left out? And then, what 
other questions shall we ask of each other?” ( Shlasko , 2005, p. 
128). 

• Why did I understand it to mean that, and not something else? 
How else could one read it? What else could it mean?” (Davis & 
Sumara  , 2000;  Kumashiro  , 2002).  

Queering critical thinking



Queering strategy

• Understand the power of non-
conformity 

• Study queer change - makers in 
class



• The Working Closet (Cox, 2019): 
• Queer professionals develop powerful listening 

skills and emotional intelligence that allows them 
to navigate the difficulties of their identity in a 
professional space. 

• Explicitly teach skills of collaboration (informed by The 
Working Closet) e.g. communication, listening, 
empathy, emotional intelligence etc. rather than 
relying on the “hidden curriculum”. 

• Practice true collaboration by integrating community-
based/engaged learning and service-based learning.

Queering collaboration



• Queer methods of inquiry ( Ghaziani & 
Brim, 2019): 
• What is the true subject? 
• How do we measure? 
• How do we capture narratives? 
• Are we truly listening? 

• Adopted a queered version of inquiry-
based learning.

Queering problem solving



Conclusion

• Resist sustainable development that 
omits queer people – the SDGs are 
notably silent on queerness. 

• Essential question: Can competencies be 
queered, or is queering competencies just 
“conforming under the rainbow”?
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