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Four focus group interviews were

conducted with a total of 22 nurses and

nursing students from Northern Ireland. 

Registered nurses (n=12)

Undergraduate nursing

students (n=10)

RELATED LITERATURE

BACKGROUND

METHODOLOGY

Following a thematic analysis of the four focus group interviews, three themes

emerged. Theme one was about how the artist-produced photobook helped

participants to humanise the person living with dementia. Theme two related to

how the artist-produced photobook supported participants to actively construct

their own meanings about dementia based on their previous professional and

personal experiences. Theme three explored how an artist-produced photobook

could be successfully used to complement existing dementia education in the

future.

RESULTS

CONCLUSION

Improving understanding about dementia in nursing is a priority area for

educators and policymakers. While many educational interventions exist,

there has been a paucity of research on the use of artist-produced

photobooks to improve knowledge and understanding about dementia.

The aim of this study is to explore the perceptions of nurses and nursing students

who used an artist-produced photobook to learn about dementia. This

educational intervention is rooted in a constructivist pedagogical model, where

students’ pre-existing knowledge, background experiences, and personal

reflections are valued as important elements of the learning process.

These interviews were audio-

recorded, transcribed verbatim

and analysed thematically.

Ethical approval was obtained for

this study prior to data collection.

Using an artist-produced photobook was an innovative way to learn about

dementia for nurses and nursing students. The artist-produced photobook

supported nurses to understand the person behind the dementia disease. As

such, an artist-produced photobook has the potential to be a useful

complementary resource for supporting professional education about dementia.

Especially when paired with a facilitated group discussion, artwork such as this

has the ability to foster personal reflection and enhance skills of collaboration.

These activities contribute toward developing a practice of person-centred care

among nurses and nursing students. 
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N.B. An artist-produced photobook is different from the widely used life-history photobooks. Whereas

individualised life-history photobooks are created for each person with dementia, this artist-

produced photobook sought to depict one person’s experiences with a view to eliciting empathy and

understanding about the broader experience of dementia. The rationale for this approach is

supported by Tippin and Maranzan who assert that individuals who learn about the lived experience

of a single person within a marginalised group, in this case a person living with dementia, are likely to

develop empathetic feelings and that these feelings often generalise toward the larger group.


