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Introduction.

This thesis is an attempt to amplify the theme of 
a previous dissertation on the 'rundale' system. The 
scope of enquiry has been extended by more intensive 
field-work, while finds of estate maps and documentary 
evidence have helped to present a more comprehensive 
study of the history of rural settlement before the first 
Ordnance Survey. Much still remains to be done if such 
important evidence is to be salvaged in the face of 
thoughtless vandalism.

Por my field work I am indebted to a host of rural 
folk throughout the Province.

I have also to thank the staff of the Northern. Ireland 
Public Record Office; Fir. Sean O'Sullivan of the Irish 
Folklore Commission; Mr, O'Connor, the County Librarian 
of Donegal; the Land Commissioners of Castlebar and 
Ballina in Count3r Mayo; and Mr, T.G.P. Patterson of 
Armagh Museum, for their kind attention.

Por granting permission and facilities to consult 
their records and maps I owe thanks to the Earl of Antrim; 
Mr. Boyd, Solicitor, Ballycastle, formerly agent for the 
Ballaghy Estate, Co. Londonderry; Mr. Gault of Ballyoastle



agent for the Boyd Estate; Mr» Brown. (Martin, King,
Stench and Ingram) Solicitor, Limavady, formerly agent 
for the Estate of Marcus MoCauseland; Messrs. Watson and 
Neill, Solicitors, Lurgan, agents for the Brownlow Estate; 
Hr. Brown of the Dunleath Estate Office, Downpatrick;
Mr. Johnston of the Annesley Estate Office, Castlewellan; 
Mr. McNulty of the Downshire Estate Office, Hillsborough; 
and the staff of the Londonderry Estate Office Newtownards.

For the many hours typing involved in the initial 
compilation of this manuscript I am grateful to Mr, B. W, 
Abraham.

Finally the encouragement and example set by my 
supervisor Professor E. Estyn Evans were of infinite 
help in the preparation of this work.
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CHAPTER I .

"The Past in the Present."
The analysis of problems of rural settlement has

increasingly claimed the attention of European students
in recent years, and facts have come to light which have

(1)made untenable the former theories of Meitsen ana others. 
Traces of open-field systems and related settlement 
features have emerged in what were once thought to be 
typical regions of dispersed habitat. This lias been no
less so in Ireland, where recent workers have found similar

(2)
open-field remnants of the former 'rúndale* system. A 
comprehensive study of the latter and its accompanying 
settlement pattern is therefore of vital importance and a 
necessary prerequisite to any homogeneous account of the 
history of settlement in Western Europe.

It is some 150 years since the old statistical surveys 
of Ireland, with their frequent references to the social 
intricacies of 'rúndale*} were drawn up. In the interim 
little of scientific value has been done, while a social 
revolution «has swept the cultural landscape of remaining

(1) A. ̂  Demangeon ,''La Geographie de l'habitat rural”
(Union Geographique Internationale: Report of the 
Commission on types of Rural Settlement), p. 59.
(2) E. E. Evans, "Irish Heritage," 1942, pp. 47-55. 
"Donegal Survivals." Antiquity, 1939, pp. 207-222.
"Some Survivals of the Irish Open-field System," Geography, 

March 1939, pp. 25-36.
"Field Archaeology in the Ballycastle District" Ulster 

Journal of Archaeology, 1945, Vol. viii pp. 31, 32.
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open-field communities. For this reason, those survivals 
which have weathered the storm of change, are of crucial
importance for social analysis. The counties of the

ft,Gaeltacht, were economic and physiographic conditions have 
not yet broken through the social organisation, are ideal 
for this purpose. I

From Go.Mayo I have selected one area of inquiry, 
which lies immediately south of Balllna, and east and south 
of loughs Conn and Guilin. The physical nucleus of the 
region is the lake depression, which is traversed from 
south to north by the Moy river. In the north-east the 
southern end of the Ox. mountains sinks into the plain near 
Foxford, to be continued again to the south-west of Lough 
Cullin in the ridge that culminates in Croaghmoyle (1412').

Schists and foliated granite underlie the great north
east to south-west mountain wedge, while the plain for the
most part coincides with the sandstones, shales, and lime-(1)stones of Lower Carboniferous age. Glaciation has moulded 
the lower topographical features. Kettle moraines, 
delineating the retreat of the Lough Conn ice lobe to the 
north, swing in great loops across the lowlands and hill
sides , holding up the drainage to form a number of small(2)
lakes. South of Lough Cullin the moraines are replaced

(1) J. K. Charlesworth, "The Glacial Geology of North Mayo 
and West Sligo," P.H.I.A., Vol. xxxviii, A-B, 1928-29, 
pp. 100-115.

(2) One inch sheets of the Geological Survey.
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by spreads of boulder clay, which are largely obscured 
by peat deposits. The badly drained hollows within the 
crescentic arcs of the moraines are similarly overlaid 
with peat.

Within this inhospitable environment of bog and 
infertile morainic soils •rúndale* communities and open 
fields have lingered to a remarkable degree. Even where 
traces are absent the replanned field and settlement 
pattern-a relic of landlord and more recent Land Commission 
convertion - betokens the former presence of the system. 
Indeed the whole region illustrates in a unique way a past 
social organisation in suspension before final decay.

In Ballymore townland the process has barely been 
completed after an intermittent struggle with modern econ
omic forces over the past hundred years. This townland 
lies in the heart of a swinging belt of moraines, on the 
shores of one of the many moraine dammed lakes. Five 
degenerate villages, with their striped arable fields, 
cling to the outer rim of a morainic loop, the centre of 
which is overspread with bog. Colonisation was first 
begun 200 years ago. After the famine emigration enabled 
a rearrangement of the ’rúndale' strips to be carried out, 
bringing a measure of consolidation to the holdings. But 
the social force was too strong, subdivision was begun 
again, and 35 or 40 years ago the tenants themselves striped
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the fields to mitigate the confusion. Finally, within
the last 9 years the Land Commission again reshuffled the
holdings which had been split up within a generation, and
migrated the surplus tenantry to the lowlands near Ballina.
Despite such efforts ‘rúndale' still manages to confuse a
few farms in the townland. The settlement pattern has
felt the impact most, and the former clustered communities
have been depopulated beyond recognition. Six almost
dispersed houses remain in Ballysuis of a former cluster
of 16 congested families. Ballysios has lost 8 dwellers,
Ballytall 6, Teoran 3, while Pollaphuca has a remnant of 3.

Several townlands have resisted the current of change,
notably Tawnaghmore, Shannasmore, and Sraheen, all of them
isolated among the tumultuous morainic ridges. The latter
townland came under the attention of the Land Commission as
early as 1907, when 'rúndales' of 2 ridges wide were noted.
The condition to-day has hardly been altered. The entire
district is a confusion of tortuous intermixed patches.

Further south the townlands of Fisherhill and Caurans
Lower typify best the 'rúndale' field and settlement
arrangement. The physical environment differs slightly
from the rest of the region. Boulder clay, raised into

(1)mounds, takes the place of the moraines, and provides a 
more fertile base for tillage and settlement, between the

(1) J. K. Charlesworth, Op. cit., p. 110.
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southern tip of Lough Guilin and the spreads of peat bog.
The social environment belongs to the past. The 

’rundale’ system permeates the whole economic and social 
structure of the townland, so that minute regulation, so 
characteristic of the system in the past, is still the main
spring of achievement. In Piaherhill there are two 
settlement nuclei, Par town, a cluster of 5 families, and 
Near town containing twice that number. Both lie on the 
low boulder clay mounds, in positions focal to the lands 
which they serve, and removed from the frequently flooded 
margins of the lough and the Clydagh River, which forms the 
eastern boundary of the townland.

There is a rough fourfold division in the .land utilis
ation of the town. Near the houses are the most fertile 
arable fields (marked A, diag# 2 ) subdivided into elongated 
strips, often more than 150 yards long, running in varying 
directions according to changes in slope, which they tend 
to follow. They are for the most part unenclosed, and are 
separated from each other by raised ribs of sod called 
’keeloges*. The minute subdivision which the strips have 
undergone may be taken as an index of their value and 
fertility, a fact which is substantiated by the high uniform
valuation set on them by the land Commission valuers. This

\

whole area coincides exactly with the summit and flankB of 
the better drained boulder clay mound. It may have been
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this natural advantage that first induced colonisation 
of pockets of fertility, which by encroachment on the 
waste and intensive tillage, became the homogeneous fertile 
stretch now extending almost continuously between the two 
clusters. One sector of strip fields indeed, belonging 
to Near town, and detached from the main body at the 
cluster, is still essentially an island surrounded by less 
fertile fields (B. diag. 2.). It is tempting to 
visualise this division of the townland as a feature com
parable with the Scottish 'infield', though the term is 
unknown in the region.

On the marshy ground fringing the lough, in the north
west sector of the townland, and on the other side of the 
scale of fertility, is an area of rough grazing and bog 
land. It is held in common by the tenants of both settle
ment groups. Formerly a stint was imposed, but latterly 
decreased population has obviated such measures.

Lying between the 'infield' and the communal land, 
and continually encroaching on the latter, is the third 
utilisation division, consisting of irregularly formed 
patches and fields, that fill the ill-drained boulder clay 
hollows. Their value variéb from seven shillings to four, 
three, and even one shilling per acre, according to dryness 
of site, and accessibility to the clusters. The lowest 
valued patches are those on the verge of the bog, from which
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they have not been long reclaimed, probably for additional 
potato ground in the earlier congested period. They have 
since reverted to rough pasture. It is probable that all 
this area has been gradually built up by similar inter
mittent intakes from the waste in a period subsequent to 
the initial colonisation. The affinities with the 
Scottish 'outfield' are apparent.

The final division occupies a considerable area in 
the eastern margins of the townland, extending along the 
lough shore and the flood plain of the Clydagh. It is 
naturally suited to, and utilised entirely for meadows, 
which are separated from each other by a maze of little 
drains. Though individual ownership has crept in they 
are still largely held in common by three or four tenants in 
each case. Custom regulates their mode of utilisation.
The hay of each joint meadow is mowed in common and the 
cocks are made unifora in size, a number beirg allotted to 
each person according to the size of his share. When the 
hay has been saved the after grass is grazed in common, in 
proportion to the size of shares. On one of these meadows 
the practice is for one man to graze two beasts one year and 
one the next, while his partner grazes one the first year 
and two the next. This is an adaption to suit a meadow 
held by two people, but stinted to graze three beasts only.
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The official values laid down for these tneadows is no
true indication of their value in the economy of the townland .

The holdings are not compact, but disposed in the 
typical 'rundale' way in a number of scattered strips and 
patches. The layout of the two sample farms (diag.«2.. )
illustrates this concomitant of 'runaale' well. One 
consists of 17 and the other of 15 lots, dispersed not at 
random, but in land of varying quality, as shown by the 
Land Commission values. Thus, both have 3 or 4 scattered 
pieces of 'infield1 land adjoining the houses, while the 
farm belonging to Near town has the additional pocket of 
•infield' at some distance from the cluster. The remain
ing pieces are scattered through the 'outfield' and meadow 
land, ranging in valuation from 6 and 7 shillings per acre 
in the arable, to 1 shilling in the rough grazing parks.
In addition there are the shares in the joint meadows which 
cannot be represented cartographically. It is Important 
to note that these sample farms are not intermixed with each 
other throughout the whole townland. They are dispersed 
only through the land belonging to their respective 
settlement units. There is thus a sharp twofold division of 
the townland corresponding with the two settlement groups.
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Caurans townland (diag .3. ) is the immediate
westerly neighbour of Fisherhill. The physiographic 
background is simple and similar to that of the latter.
A low drumlin-like mound traverses the townland, rising 
from the bog in the north to reach a height of 200' in the 
southern tip, and sloping in the east and west to badly 
drained lowland. Unlike Fisherhill there is only one 
settlement nucleus, which is suitably placed on the mound, 
equidistant from 'outfield', meadow and 'infield'. The 
latter, again split into a series of strips running in 
different directions with the slope, is gathered into one 
compact lot, which occupies the upper levels in the south 
of the townland. Hence the single settlement group in 
Gaurans, in contrast with the 2 nuclei, corresponding with 
the two areas of 'infield', in Fisherhill. The poorer, 
Irregular shaped patches occupy all the lower levels abutting 
on to the bog, which is held in common. The little island 
of intake in the rough common land is reminiscent of 
'outfield' practice, and may also Illustrate how the area 
of irregular fields first came into tillage. Meadow land 
is a relatively insignificant feature, due to the absence of 
a river floodplain of any appreciable size.

Unlike Fisherhill, there is no major subdivision of 
the lands of the town, a factor related to the single 
cluster. Consequently holdings are scattered through the
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whole extent of the townlancl, as the disposition of the 
sample holdings on the map illustrates, in lots varying from 
14 to 20 in number. They extend over land valued from 
12 shillings to 1 shilling per acre.

Both these townlands were held ' in co.' by an old 
lease; the rent was a joint one for which one representative 
was responsible to the landlord. The Land Commission is 
just about to consolidate the area into 'striped* farms, 
and break up the clusters.

Co.Mayo has preserved the 'rundale' system like a 
museum piece. In Northern Ireland, CoiTyrone, Londonderry, 
and Antrim yield other samples, which have succumbed in 
varying degrees to advanced economic and social conditions. 
Corick townland in Co.Londonderry is an example.

It is situated on the lower slopes of Slieve Gallion, 
in the fork formed by the rivers Blackwater and Whitewater, 
which flow in rejuvenated gorges, deeply incised in the 
Carboniferous sandstone. Rocks of the Carboniferous series 
underlie the lower half of the town, and coincide roughly
with the cultivated area. Hornblende granite and other

(1)igneous members of the 'Tyrone igneous series' underlie 1

(1) J. J. Hartley, "The Geology of North-east Tyrone” . 
P.B.I.A., 1953, .
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the mountain and bog land.
There are four settlement groups, three of which follow 

the 600' contour on the flanks of the Blackwater Valley.
The fourth is isolated from the others between the 
Sruhannclogh stream and the Whitewater, on the 700’ contour. 
Only one of these hamlets retains the appearance of 
nucleation (Plate I), the others being merely degenerate 
survivals of what, I suspect, were never more than very 
small ’rúndale' clusters. In the immediate vicinity of 
the dwellings of each are the garden patches or ’commons', 
mixed up in a most troublesome fashion, and often removed 
from the farm house to which they belong. Though they 
may serve as haggards, or cabbage plots, they are more 
commonly a tangle of weeds.

In the field layout there is little that is analogous 
with the 'infield' pattern of the Go.Mayo townlands. The 
nearest approach is the greatly subdivided area between 
the clusters and the Blackwater, with its network of 
minute strips and patches, running in a most irregular 
fashion in directions dictated by the accidented relief 
(Plate II). Bounded only by 'rúndale balks' or 'mearinga', 
one foot high and two or three in width, they have been 
tenaciously adhered to in the face of a spate of early 19th 
century replanning on the rest of the estate. Such 
tenacity is a criterion of their inherent fertility. In
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the same area, a belt of meadow land,similarly subdivided 
and held jointly in part, occupies the river margins and 
reaches in among the strips. The joint meadow, partitioned 
into 9 shares held by 5 people, and attached to the largest 
cluster, is characteristic. Unlike those in Mayo, the 
shares are owned and mowed in severalty. In grazing the 
aftergrass herding is practised, and is indeed a necessity 
through all this area, where the absence of fencing is a 
jeopardy to the growing crops.

The remaining fields, consisting of arable and grazing 
parks, cover a wide area between the 600' and 700’ contour, 
which marks a rough limit to cultivation in the townland. 
Probably they have been added gradually as tillage encroach
ed on the waste to cope with increasing population. The 
same-process persisted until recent times on the hillside, 
where a long strip was broken in by communal labour, and 
subdivided in to 16 lots: after a few years of tillage it 
was allowed to revert to waste. Unlike the irregular 
outline of comparable fields in Mayo, the pattern here is 
almost geometric, betraying Borne attempt at rearrangement.
A similar ’squared' farm pattern íb apparent in the lands 
about the more remote cluster, though the intermixture of 
holdings prolongs features of the older scheme of things.
The same intermixed layout typifies the rest of the townland.
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The sample farm (diag. if- ) is dispersed in 23 scattered
lots, excluding parcels of meadow, while another holding
is said to consist of more than 30 intermixed pieces. The
dispersal is again confined to certain well defined
divisions within the townland. Thus the sample farm ia
only mixed with the holdings of the other dwellers of the
largest cluster. In this way major divisions can he
traced, each corresponding to one of the communities. They

hy
represent the 4 original farms, which/subdivision among 
heirs, have eventually evolved to the present confused 
pattern. The clusters have probably had a similar evol
ution from four single colonising families to four wider 
kindred groups. Present tradition corroborates this con
clusion. The townland was first leased in partnership to 
Kelly, Bradley, Clery and McFall families in 4 separate 
farms. The more remote cluster still consists of three 
Clerys, Bradleys and McFalls by intermarriage have become 
mixed up in the large cluster, while the Kellys and later 
incomers inhabit the other two groups. In addition there 
lias been an exodus from the largest community to dispersed 
dwellings on the outer bounds of the farm, which still cling 
to their share of the 'rúndale* land.

There are several other survivals which hark back to 
an older culture layer. The mountain grazing, reaching 
up the slopes of SI. Gallion and along the lateral moraine 
of the Crockanduns, is held in common without stint, but
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each man's share is regulated in proportion to his arable
(1)acreage in the glen. Thus in 1859 there were 19 tenants 

holding a variety of fractions of 85ths. Acreage was simil- 
arly unknown in the arable at this time, one farm being
split among the seven cluster dwellers in various fractions

(2)
of 224ths. This proportional holding system is sufficient 
in itself to illustrate the subdivision of an original 
single farm by joint succession, and substantiates a former 
speculation in this connection. Naturally disparities 
would arise in the shares with the sale and purchase of 
fields within the group.

The fringes of the Sruhannclogh stream are similarly 
held in common. There is no stint, possibly because the 
trouble of herding more than offsets the value of the rough 
pasture available.

Though Corick exhibits all the hallmarks of antiquity, 
it is oertain that, like many other marginal townlandb of 
the district, its settlement is of recent date. Thus in 
1703 it was entirely under the landlord's stock, and 
consisted of a "coarse mountain pasture farm, a great scop 
of land fit for rearing young cattle, great bogB upon it, 
in so much that I could not get with my horses to see the

(1) Field books of the first Ordnance Survey valuation 
(Griffith's) 1859.

(2 ) App. G .
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bounds." (1)

Ballynease-Macpeake townland, still in Co .Londonderry, 
has preserved another 'rúndale' fossil. It lies in an area 
notorious for its unimproved state until recent times, and 
is surrounded by townlands, where the 'rúndale' system has 
left its mark on many a feature of the cultural landscape, 
YYith its lowland environment it presents a picture of what 
must have prevailed formerly all over the Bann-Lough Neagh 
lowlands. Tertiary basalts of the Antrim plateau underlie 
the whole region, but rarely outcrop through a mantle of 
fluvioglacial sands and gravels, which is similarly obscured 
by lowland peat, and along the river by spreads of alluvium. 
A tortuous ridge of sand and gravel occupies the middle of 
the townland, reaching a height of more than a hundred feet. 
These varying deposits have influenced the settlement 
pattern and layout of holdings. The cluster of Thomstown 
and the dispersed farms alike cling to drier sites on the 
flanks of the ridge, while Culbane has forestalled the 
dangers of flood by its position on brink overlooking the 
floodplain. (Plates III and IV).

Though the name is not used, the presence of 'infield' 
is most marked, especially in Gulbane, where the long 1

(1) "View of the Archbishoprick of Armagh: an account
taken by Thomas Ash in anno 1703" (photostat, 
P.B.O.N.I.)
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narrow strips on the belt of homogeneous glacial soils 
about the houses are comparable in size and appearance 
with those of Mayo. On the land sloping down to the flood- 
plain they attain lengths of more than 150 yards (plates V & 
VI). Formerly their subdivision was more acute, but 
depopulation allowed a measure of consolidation, which was 
achieved by removing surplus 'mearings' to widen many of 
the strips to their present size. The balks, one to two 
feet wide, with mearing stones sunk at intervals, still 
remain, necessitating herding or more commonly tethering 
(plates VI & VII). In Thornstown the 'infield' features 
have nearly disappeared, and the pattern is one of recent 
straight line planning and enclosure, though intermixture 
has been adhered to.

The outstanding phenomenon in the townland is the 
great extent of permanent meadowy a natural response to a 
riverside environment. They stretch all along the flood- 
plain impinging on the river in a continuous string. Each 
holder of land in the clusters, and several of the dispersed 
farmers, have their shares of meadow land, often in 2 or 3 
different places according to variations in quality, a 
factor which involves joint holding in many portions. These 
joint-meadows are cut up into minute shares, distinguished 
only by mearing stones, or station holes sunk in the surface. 
In haytime these are obscured, so that custom stipulates 
that the first person to mow his crop must tramp out the
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mearings.
The irregular 'outfield* layout is singularly incon

spicuous in the farms attached to the clusters, a conse
quence perhaps of the great entent of meadow land and 
considerable 'infield* stretch. The land which might have 
been reclaimed in that way, has been colonised by a great 
number of more recent dispersed farms. The custom, however, 
of periodic intake of 'overcut ' or 'brached land' from the 
bog, and allowing it to revert to waste after a succession 
of crops, is practised, though the area involved is 
insignificant in the absence of any problem of population 
pressure.

Corresponding to the threefold division of settlement 
are three separate bog divisions, one belonging to Thorns- 
town, another to Culbane, and the third and biggest one to 
the dispersed farms. They fulfill the function of supply
ing fuel, and provide rough grazing at a distance from the 
unenclosed fields. But to obviate the difficulty of trespass 
in the crop season, the animals are sent to the summer 
grazing stretches on the intake strand (the Mullooh) of 
Lough Beg, where 500 aores by the recession of the water, 
are rendered available for grazing, and are let out in 'sums' 
by the inhabitants of Ballysoullion townland. The cattle 
drive usually commences on the first of May, following a 
route through Ballymacombe More townland, and down what is
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locally called the 'buaile (boley)' road, to the shore.
We may visualise this as a deterioration from a former 
more significant scheme of transhumance, or boleying, not 
necessarily identical with the upland practices. Its 
exact nature is at present rather obscure and calls for 
further research.

The intermixture of holdings is not so bewildering as 
in Corick, due to more uniform conditions of soil and farm 
values, which in the latter townland change considerably 
with variations in relief, exposure, and drift cover, 
especially in the outer lands. In the 'rundale' land in 
Ballynease-Macpeake two qualities are roughly discernable - 
meadow and 'infield', and within these only slight differ- 
enoes occur. Thus the stippled farms are scattered on an 
average, only in 7 or 8 lots, a distinct contrast to the 
farm of 30 fragments in Corick.

There is again a significant relationship between 
settlement and farm layout. The disposition of holdings, 
which are scattered only within the land attached to their 
particular settlement group, shows a sharp divide between 
the lands of Thornstown, Culbane, and the area of disperaal. 
Within Culbane there is a more complex cleavage into three 
further subdivisions (diag. 5. ) the boundaries of which
pass through the cluster, cutting it into 3 equivalent 
parts. The intermixture of holdings is further restricted
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within these smaller units, rather than through all the 
land annexed to the cluster.

Such an analysis of the internal structure of ’rundale'
communities enables us to speculate on their original mode
of settlement and evolution, simplifying the solution of
problems of origin at a later stage in this work. We may
visualise two joint family or partnership groups settling
on neighbouring patches of fertility, which by clearance
of woodland and colonisation beoame the ’infield'.
Thornstown, it would seem, from the prevalence of two family

(1)names among the 10 tenants in 1859, and even today, waB 
an original group of two families, while Gulbane, deducirg 
from similar evidence, was a group of three. In the latter 
the three original farms were held in severalty, and by 
subdivision with increased population attained the present 
intermixed layout. Thus the joint condition, with its ’run 
dale’ system of tillage, has in fact evolved from an 
original holding in severalty. But the old threefold 
partition of land has never been lost sight of, and the 
tendency to live in separate family groups within the main 
nucleus continues. Thus the cluster and its lands still 
retain a measure of the former individualism within the 
framework of the developed wider kindred group. In 
Thornstown this evolution is less apj>arent due to the 1

(1) Field books of first Ordnance Survey Valuation, 1859.
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erasion of evidence by recent replanning.
The area of dispersal is more problematic. It may

represent an exodus from the two nuclei, but the names in
the 1859 valuation books tend to refute such a speculation.
It is more probably due to the subletting of more marginal
lands to undertenants, to cope with the abnormal Increase
of population in the 19th century. This process was at
work in the townland as late as 1825, when we read of Janies
Fullerton renting 'Island Fullertons', which formerly was
covered with wood. "He cleared out the roots of the old
wood, and had it under tillage, and 4 small houses on it of
mud and sods, occupied by himself and three members of his

(1)own offspring." This little group apparently followed a 
course of devolution, for by 1859 the name was unknown in 
the townland. Other holdings in this area of dispersed 
farms were inevitably subdivided, but no group exceeding 
two families developed, probably due to the lateness of 
settlement. A date for the first settlement of the clusters 
is more difficult to determine. The tradition of nine 
generations in Thornstown would suggest, as a rough estimate, 
sometime in the early 18th century. 1

(1) Ordnance Survey Memoirs, box 50, Ballyscullion 
Parish. R.I.A.
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In Co.Tyrone, Corramore townland, like Ballynease-
Macpeake, lies isolated in a region of recent improvement
in the fastness of the Sperrin ranges. Here ’rúndale*
was the rule as late as the 1850s, and still persisted in
several townlands until the turn of the century. The
townland occupies the southern side of the upper reaches
of the Glenelly Valley, running from the river across the
contours to the water parting at an altitude of 1000 feet.

(1) aThe geological base is of schist, but/veneer of sands and
gravels piled into great deltaic terraces all along the

(2)
valley flanks, masks the underlying strata.

Settlement is concentrated all along the level top of 
the terracic formations, where the steep mountain slope 
levels out at the 600 foot contour. The glaoial deposits 
coincide exactly with the arable land of the townland. 
(plate VIII).

With recent depopulation the ’infield' has lost its 
separate identity. We can only speculate that it extended 
from the 600' contour over the terrace to the meadow flats. 
The latter are well preserved, and are subdivided into 
typically minute and unenclosed shares all over the flood- 
plain; ¿oint holding has been similarly adhered to. Mixed 
up in this meadow land is a series of holms, (separated by

(1) One inch sheets of the Geological Survey of Ireland.
(2) J. K. Charlesworth, "The Glaoial Geology of the North

west of Ireland." P.R.I.A., 1924, Vol. XXXVI,
p.252.
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barely distinguishable grassy margins , and reclaimed 
recently, I suspect, from the fertile alluvial stretches.
Above the settlements are the gracing parks and poorer 
arable fields, which have been taken from the mountain 
and more recently consolidated into a regular layout 
(Plate VIII). Beyond these the common mountain is graced 
without stint, but held in proportion to the arable areas.

Holdings are scattered in ten or more pieces, but
changes in the ownership of farms, and enlargement with
depopulation, make analysis difficult and speculation on
the original mode of settlement impossible. Fortunately
other sources of evidence offer a solution. 1’radition
preserves the names of the 4 original farms, via., from
west to east, "Far Quarter," "Coyles Quarter,” "Middle
Quarter," and "Pollnameeltoge," a partition certified by
the 1659 valuations. The latter source is inadequate
however for determining if the initial settlement was by
single or joint family groups. The prevalence of four

(1)family names suggests colonisation by four single families, 
which by intermarriage have beoome mixed up in the various 
quarters.

Depopulation has played havoc with the present settlement 
pattern, and Pollnameeltoge alone exhibits the features of a 
grouped settlement. The considerable number of tenants 1

(1) Field books of Ordnanoe Survey Valuation, 1859»
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mentioned for the different quarters in 1859 - Far Quarter 
9, Coyles Quarter 6, Middle Quarter 6, and Pollnameeltoge 4 
- points to a former preponderance of clusters, but I 
suspect that settlement was rather by a number of very small 
groups, varying from two to four families, strung out along 
the terrace top.

Several miles west of Corramore, in the same county, 
the townland of Gallan Upper retains a •rúndale' farm, 
surrounded on all sides by farms with remodelled layout. 
(diag. ). Situated in a tributary valley of the 
Owenkillew, it resembles the site of Corramore, with its 
bed-rook of schist mantled in sands and gravels. The 
'rúndale' survival is of importance in itself, but more 
significant is the partition of the townland into 13 arable 
farras, in each of which subdivision lias gone on space.
The development of an unusual number of little settlement 
groups, from what were probably at first single farmsteads, 
attests this. The Ordnance Survey Valuation has preserved 
several of the old farm nameB (diag. 8 ),Upper Gallan is
apparently another example of the parcelling out of a 
marginal townland to a number of small farmers in severalty, 
in an attempt to accommodate a quickly rising population. 
Propagation, and consequent subdivision obviously went on 
apace, resulting in a series of 'rúndale' farms and clusters,
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a phenomenon perpetuated in Aghnahassan .

The final 'rúndale' survival is Correen townland, in 
Co.Antrim. It occupies a site on the northern flanks of
the Braid Valley, crossing all the contours from 300' at 
the river edge to over 800' on the hilltop.

Nineteenth century ^agrarian changes have had far 
reaching effects on the field pattern, and the well fenced 
fields have obscured the 'infield' strips and balks, so that 
the arable concomitants of 'rúndale' are almost completely 
degenerate. Intermixture, corresponding with the elongated 
extension across the contours, is the only remaining feature 
of a system which is no longer associated with tillage in 
the district, (diag. *(• ). Characteristically the term 
still applies on the hill, where the cultural hiatus has 
not been so sharp. Here the grazing is held in common, but 
a stint is imposed by equating the 196 aores to 48 'Bums', 
which are held in proportion to the acreage of arable 
attached to each of the 15 holders. A village senior 
regulates the value of the 'sums' according to the state of 
the pasture. A common herd is employed by the tenants to 
tend the stock, which are driven to the mountain on the 
first of May and returned to the valley before the first of 
November. Such a custom - now extinct over most of the
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mountain country - is a relic of the days before sheep 
took command of the hills, and represents a deterioration 
only one stage removed from the 'booleying* of a century 
and a half ago.

The settlement pattern is relatively simple - a 
•double* cluster containing ten interrelated families, 
evolved probably from two original families, which colonised 
neighbouring farms in severalty.

In each of the above townlands the use of the term 
•rundale’ survives in one or more features where the links 
with the past are strongest. But invariably evidence
suggests the presence of the system where the name has never

(1)been known. G-lencullen townland, in the Dublin Hills, 
is an instance. Here the customary features of 'rundale* - 
interwoven and unfenced strips (plate IX), acute sub
division, communal grazing with a rigorous stint, and kindred 
ties - are duplicated. In addition, the more primitive 
custom of allowing the stock, on their return from the 
mountain, to graze the stubble in common, predates any of 
the former practices. It has been perpetuated by the 
need for utilising the grass after hay, which is the pre
dominant crop in an economy with a strong pastoral bias 
(plate IX). 1

(1) Information from Dr. Duo as, National Vuseuni, Dublin.
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The neighbouring townland of Burnalthar had analogous 
custom until recent Land Commission consolidation.

Prom the former analyses several Initial conclusions 
may be drawn, which are open to later qualification.

In the arable layout the most characteristic ’runaale’ 
feature is the ’infield* pattern of interwoven strips, often 
150 yards long, with dividing balks of various dimensions. 
They are invariably indicative of fertile and homogeneous 
soil conditions, and coincide with the initial settlement 
area. In Corick they are more subdued due to dissected 
topography, while in Correen gradual consolidation and enclo
sure has erased them from the landscape.

The periodic intake of waste for cultivation - a related 
practice, though lacking the specialisation of the Scottish 
’outfield’ system - is no longer typical; in former times 
of congested population it was more significant. It is 
possible that the irregular field pattern, usually extending 
beyond the ’infield’ strips, originated and developed from 
this piecemeal practice.

The tracts of permanent meadow land are still important 
in townland economy, especially along the flood plains or 
damper lowland; but their possession is less crucial now, 
since the introduction of rotational grasses into the 
peasant regime. The townland of Glancullen, where the
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accent is on pastoralism, is an exception. Where fertility 
varies, each holder has a store in every quality of meadow, 
held jointly usually in minute plots. The need for such 
rigid regulation has passed, but social inertia more than 
anything else has been responsible for prolonging the 
custom. In their utilisation two methods are apparent.
In Glencullen and Fisherhill the hay crop is mowed, and the 
aftergrass grazed in common. In the northern examples 
mowing and grazing alike are carried out in severalty, the 
latter necessitating the herding or tethering of beasts on 
the little unfenced patches.

The common hill pastures, still held in common, provide 
additional grazing in summer for the stook away from the 
unfenced strips, between the dates of May 1st. and November 
1st. Even in townlands without this appurtenance the same 
custom is pursued by utilising pasture at a distance, as in 
Ballynease-Macpeake. It is paradoxical that Correen, with 
its degenerate arable features, should cling to a more 
archaic form of transhumance than the other townlands.

Intermixture is typical of every townland examined, 
and preserves, where changes in land ownership have not been 
too overwhelming, a record of the initial partition. In 
the case of Culbane, even the small farm divisions within 
the primary partition are indicated. In most instances 
an evolution from single farms to the present *rundale*,
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or joint layout, is apparent. An analogous growth has led 
to the development of clusters from an original scheme of 
single houses or very small groups. The number of nuclei 
varies from townland to townland - in Pisherhill 2, Lower 
Caurans 1, Ballynease-Macpeake 2, Correen 2, Goriok 4, and 
Gallan Upper at least 7 - according to the number of fertile 
pockets conducive to settlement.

Socially too there is a cleavage of the townlands into 
divisions and subdivisions within which the communal bond 
increases in force towards the centre, which is again the 
single family. In Culbane the tendency to live and combine 
in family groups within the wider kindred group of the 
cluster still persists. Arthur Geddes illustrates a 
similar social layering in the former Scottish system, where
the communal ties diminished outwards in well-defined

(1)concentric circles. 1

(1) Arthur Gedues, "Conjoint Tenants and Tacksmen in the
Isle of Lewis," 1715-26, The Economic History Review, 
Vol. I, No. I, 1948, p. 54.
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CHAPTER II.

Social Relations.
The foregoing analysis, while it illustrates the 

concerted activity of 'rúndale' within the physical and 
social environment of the townland, is far from being 
adequate, by reason of the very recency of the survivals 
examined, Por a more comprehensive study of the social 
relations of 'rúndale' further enquiry into historical 
sources is necessary.

The most characteristic features of present day
survivals are the series of strip fields which make up
the arable near the settlements. Judging by writers of
the late 18th. and early 19th,centuries they were equally
salient in former timeB, for "the curved and waved ridges

(1 )were to be seen in every part of the country." The
ground was ploughed up into hi$i ridges varying from 4 to

(^)
12 sods in width (a sod was rather less than a foot 
wide) with deep furrows left between, from which the 
soil was taken to cover the seed. The resulting strips 
consisted of several ridges running in serpentine fashion 
with the slope of the field. Their tortuous course was a 
factor of the primitive mode of ploughing, whereby one 
man held the plough, another led the beasts, aid a third

(1) W.Tighe, "Statistical Observations Relative to
Co.Kilkenny", 1800-1801, p.294. 2

(2) E.E.Evans, "Irish Heritage", 1942, p.9G.
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and sometimes a fourth were necessary to hold the long
beam in the ground. Thus with two different impelling
forces at work, rarely coinciding in direction, the curved

(1)field was a natural result. With improved technique 
in ploughing, consequent on the introduction of the swing 
plough, and the substitution of the drill for the ridge 
and furrow, the ‘rúndale' strips have been transformed of 
late, but where the old plough lingered long their twisted 
courses can still be traced (diag. i °- ). The length
of these ‘infield’ strips, judging again by existing sur
vivals, was not standardised like the English acre, but 
varied greatly. In Mayo, in the seanple townlands, they 
extended from 50 yards to more than 150 yards in length; 
the Ballynease - Macpeake strips were similarly more than 
150 yards; while in Gorick they were little more than rect
angular patches 120 feet long. And even greater lengths 
have been recorded, notably by the Land Commissioners,

The town!and of Rathlackan, one of the 'classics' of 
'rúndale' survivals in the west, offers striking evidence. 
It lies on the western shore of Killala Bay in North Mayo, 
in an area which before striping in the late 1920s and 
early 1930s, was a fantastic labyrinth of villages and 
'rúndale' holdings. The townland extends gradually from

(1) W.Iighe, Op.cit, p.293.
(2) Land Commission Offioer, Ballina(MrcMalenny).
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the boulder clay coast land across the contours to the 
summit of a dome-shaped hill culminating in 600'. The 
whole area is underlaid with sandstones of lower Carbonifer
ous age. Only 27 of the former 60 families remain, the 
rest having been migrated to less congested areas on the 
Central Plain. Replanned holdings have replaced the former 
tangle of fields, the layout of which the Land Commissioners 
have preserved in most convincing cartographical form 
(diag. It ) 0 The whole lowland area below the cluster was 
a wide stretch of typical openfield strips running in great 
curves or straight lines for more than 250 yards in places. 
The average length of 200 yards was comparable with the 
three-field strip pattern of England. Similar Land Comm
ission evidence gives an equally striking plan of ’rundale*
layout on Long Island, on xhe south coast of Co.Cork, little

(1)more than thirty years ago. The long strip series were 
again characteristic features, and lengths on a par with 
the English furlong were average (diag. /o- ),

With so much deterministic and contradictory evidence 
on the origin of plough types, ploughing technique, and 
their effects on field shapes and sizes, it is difficult to 
attribute the layout of ‘rundale• strip fields to any single 
factor. It has been generally acknowledged that the Irish 
field system is rectangular in accordance with the custom 
of cross-ploughing. The square field pattern of the 
Mediterranean lands has been similarly associated with the 
(1) The Land Commission .Survey Branch,8 Clare St.,Dublin.
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persistence there of the *ard’, or ’Aratrum' plough. Neither 
of these fit into what we know of the former existence of 
strip fields and openfield systems in Ireland and the Med
iterranean region.

Gudinund Hatt distinguishes two types of Iron Age 
’celtic’ fields in Denmark. He associates those of squarish, 
irregular layout with the UBe of the 'ard' of the Dostrup 
type; others consisting of long strips, subdivided trans
versely, he attributes to the introduction of the mould
board plough (typified by the Tommerby plough) which obviated 
the need for cross-pl< hing, and facilitated the driving

and South Germany, comparable fields of Iron Age date occur.
I like to think of the former of these as the protype of the 
small enclosed rectangular fields, which still persist in 
parts of Y/estern Galway, Cork and Kerry, Here scanty soils 
and rock-bound surfaoes militate against an openfield system, 
though cluster settlement, intermixture of holdings, and other 
related concomitants of ’rundale’ exist (fig. 4*. ).

(1) S.Harris,"Report of the Commission on Types of Rural
Settlement (Rapport de la Commission de l ’habitat 
rural: Union Géographique Internationale) 1928, No.l, 
pp.25-38 & 81-96.

(2) Gudmund Hatt,"Agriculture Préhistorique au Danemark,"
Revue de Synthèse, Tome XVTV, 1939, p.89. 3

(3) Ibid., p.85.

1)

of a straight furrow. In Denmark, Iceland and Holland
(3)
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Following Hatt we may speculate that these fields were
tilled with the 'ard *, which we know continued in use in
Donegal until a century ago, though I suspect that the 'loy'
was always the main implement here.

Hatt again asserts that the high ridged 'Hochacker'
strips, analogous to those of the English three-field
system, and to the 'rúndale' ridges, were also a product
of the mould - board plough, which undercut and inverted

(1 )the sod. It is difficult to reconcile this with the
facts in Ireland, where the mould-board did little more than

(2)
prevent some of the soil from falling back into the furrow.
Elsewhere it lias been pointed out that long narrow fields
were tilled by ploughs on which, even as late as the Middle

(2)Ages, mould-boards were relatively rare. Y/orking along
these lines, Steenherg refutes the influence of the mould-
board, and associates the heavy wheel plough with the long

(4)
field layout. The long beam wooden Irish plough, which 
must have thrown up many of the former 'rúndale' ridges, 
was not a wheel plough. It is probable, Indeed, that the

(1) E.Ceoil Curwen,"Ancient Cultivation",Antiquity, 1932,
Vol. vi, p.393.

(2) E.E.Evans, Irish Heritage, 1942, p.89.
(3) Axel Steensberg, "Northwest European Plough - Types

of Prehistoric Times and the Middle Ages", Acta 
Archaeologies, Vol. vii, Faso. 2 - 3 ,  p.257. 4

(4) Ibid., p.256.
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spade or 'loy' was often the only implement used to fashion 
ridges over large areas where surface conditions and 
climate prevented a plough being used. In the sample townland 
of Corick the plou^i is rarely used in the lower fields, due 
to the trouble of turning it on the narrow strips. In the 
[Faroes the spade or 'hak±' is still the only implement used
on long unenclosed strips which are tilled in the "letivelta"

(1)or 'lazy cultivation', and 'reinavelta* ways, both typical 
of the 'rundale' system formerly.

It is difficult to confine so many variables within a 
single scheme. No specific plough-type determined the strip 
pattern of 'rundale', nor probably of any other system.
With the evolution of a plough of any considerable weight 
and size it would only be natural to avoid as many turns as 
possible. The simplest solution was the strip, the length 
of which depended on the interrelated factors of physical 
environment and the size of ploughc Even where physical 
conditions were imcompatible with the long or heavy plough, 
strips, probably shorter and cultivated with the 'loy' or 
related implements, might easily result (fig. 3. ). 1

(1) Kenneth Williamson, "The Atlantic Islands",1948,p, 56 &
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Between the ’rúndale' ctripfc were balkfc, which served 
aa little more than division marks. They were a universal 
feature of the openfield system formerly. There was little 
uniformity in their size or shape, and even in the same 
townland their appearance varied greatly. In Corick they 
varied in width from 2 to 3 feet and 1 to 2 feet in 
height, to little margins of barely a foot wide (plate II), 
while in Antrim and other places in Londonderry, continual 
ploughing, where the slope ran transversely to the strips, 
resulted in the formation of lynchets 2 and 3 feet deep 
(plate X). In Donegal, we are told, they measured one to

(1)three yards, the wider ones being two or three feet high; 
in Tyrone another writer at the turn of the 19th. century
described them as narrow margins, about one foot broad,(2)
left unploughedj while in Tipperary it was reported they

(3)
were the width of "a narrow turned-41 p sod" (less than a 
foot). It is possible, but only speculation, that their 
mode of utilisation was a factor in determining their size. 
Some were merely boundaries,while others were used as 
tracks and must have been more significant features. Thus 
in Donegal, where the dimensions were greater, they were

(1) E.B.Evans, "Some Survivals of the Irish Openfield
System", Geography, 1939, xxlv, p.30.

(2) J.McEvoy, "A Statistical Survey of the Co, of
Tyrone", 1802, p.88.

(3) "Devon Commission", 1845, Vol.l, p.77, (evidence
of C. Otway).



(1)used by creel horses when the fields were soft. in Glynn,
where a species of openfield system still survives, they
were similarly used by farm vehicles; and^if tradition is
to be believed, in South Derry there were constant wrang-
lings due to trespassing on the 'rundaletf when turning(2)
carts on the mearings.

There were local variations too in nomenclature. Most
commonly they were simply called 'ribs' or 'mearings', but
in Myroe and other parts of Derry the name 'rodaen' was

(3)
applied. In parts of South Antrim I have heard them
called 'rowins '; in Go Mayo , 'Keeloges'; while in Dist-(4 )
rists of Tyrone they were simply called 'balks'. In 
Tipperary, Otway referred to 'bones', which was also the 
customary term in Co.Kilkenny, "where the lochs in tillage 
are divided b̂ r ribs of sods, called bones, sometimes marked 
by stones".

36 o

One of the most tenacious of 'rúndale' customs, 
which has outlived enclosure and left its mark on present

(1) E.E.Evans, "Some Survivals of the Irish Openfield
System", Geography xxiv, 1939, p.30.

(2) Appendix BI, No.12.
(3) Appendix BI, No.15.
(4) " C , No. 7.
(5) W.Tighe, "Statistical Observations relative to Co.

Kilkenny, 1800-1601", pe418.
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day faun layout, wa3 the promiscuous intermixture of 
holdings. But the pattern today is no true indication of 
the former confusions. There were cases on record of pro
perties of a few acres scattered in 30 or 40 dispersed 

f l )
patches. On one estate ,fone man (a tailor hy trade) had
his land in 42 different places, and gave it up in despair

(2 )
declaring that it would take a very keen man to find it'r.
In Co. Westmeath in the 17th. century, they had the same
practice, whereby ’’they usually divided one field into acre
half acres, stangs (i.e. roods) so a3 a man whose share may
amount to 30 acres, shall not, perhaps, have half an acre
together, but scattered up and down in all quarters of the 

(3)
field”. Analogous field systems in other countries had 
similar features. In Scotland the farms were ’’all inter
woven” and ’’were there 20 tenants, and as many fields, each
tenant would think himself unjustly treated unless he had

(4)
a proportionate share in each”. As far afield as the 
Punjab it very often happened that the individual shares 
were made up of separate specimen strips of each kind of 
soil, scattered through the whole ’tappa’ or ’daftar’ (clan 1 2 3 4

(1) Lord George Hill, ’’Pacts from Gwaedore” , 1887, p. 22
(2) Devon Commission, Vol.III, p. 798.
(3) Sir Henry Piers, "A Chorographioal Description of the

County of Westmeath” , 1682, fVallancey’s Collectanea 
de rebus Hlbernious, Yol.I, p,. 11)

(4) T.P. Grant. "The Highland Openfleld System” , The Geo
graphical Teacher, Vol.xiii, 19B5-26, p, 486.
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division) of a subdivision group. On Sandur, in the
Faroes, as recently as 1908 intermixture was carried to
such extreme that one holding comprised nearly 100 separate
parcels, another villager owned between 51 and 60, and a(2)
third between 41 and 50. Only Ireland can match this 
tenacity to the older scheme, and in many places still, 
especially in the Gaeltacht, holdings are no less promis
cuous than in former times. Thus, until recently, Cregduff 
townland, on the Bingham Estate (Co.Mayo, O.S,121)^had
"20 families perched on a few acres of black rock, their

(3)
holdings scattered in 355 separate lots*" while the 
experiences of a surveyor among the townlands of Haghten
More and Beg, Lenan, Letcner and Arris, j.n Donegal, where

twice
he found it necessary to go through the alphabet/to denote
the scattered patches on each of several holdings, typifies

(4)
the complexities of ’rundale1 in a practical way.

The reason for intermixed holding was obvious enough. 
With little technique in ameliorating soil conditions, the 
slightest natural advantage assumed an importance dispro
portionate to a modern economy. Dispersion of strips and 
patches through a townland was a natural result, and

( 1 )

(1) B.Henry Baden Powell, "The Indian Village Community",
p.250.

( 2) Kenneth Williamson, "The Atlantic Islands",1948,p.50.
(3) Royal Commission on Congestion in Ireland, Report ix,

p.129, (Ev.28610).
(4) Information from W.Gracey(Surveyor) Elire»,

Co0 Londonderry.
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simple solution to the problem of ensuring equal quality
as well as quantity. Thus "Each tenant considered himself
entitled to a portion of each quality of land in his division,
and the man who had a bit of good land at one extremity,
was sure to have a bit of bad at the other, and bits of
other quality in odd comers, each bounded by neighbours'

(1)farms". The process of laying out shares on such a
pattern was a difficult and complex one. Many factors had
to be considered: soil quality, situation in relation to
the village site, exposure to wind and sun, and a host of
other minute details at which they were expert and at the
same time litigious. "They will take upon them to be judges
to an extreme nicety of the quality and quantity of eaoh
rood of ground, and to make sure work, will bring their
ropes to measure as formally as a surveyor his chains --
this done and not before, begins the bustle and wrangle,
for they to whom the worst lot fells are sure to cavil at
all that is done, and now he tells exactly all the faults
of his share, and there is no peace till all must fall anew(2)
to divide more equal again." This guiding principle of 
equality and the expert manner of prosecution is strikingly 
exhibited by a comparison of official valuation figures with 
the distribution of holdings on the map. (diag. //. )
In Eathlackan, with deterioration of valpe from south to 1 2

(1) "Devon Commission", Vol.III, pc789.
(2) Sir Henry Piers, Op.Cit,, p,115.
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north, there was a corresponding south to north distribution 
of the scattered patches of the various holdings. Usherhill 
and Lower Caurans Townlands showed a similar correlation.
But the tenants saw more intricate variations, so that even 
in fields of homogeneous quality - according to the valuation 
figures - they held their shares, not compactly, but in two 
or more strips.

The intermixture of holdings is also significant 
in that it facilitates the analysis of the internal structure 
of 'rúndale' settlements, which is an essential prerequisite 
to a proper understanding of social relations. Working 
along these lines in chapter I, it was apparent that within 
the townland there was frequently a partition into smaller 
settlement and social units, each of whioh had for its 
nucleus a cluster, evolved from an original stall partner
ship group, or single family. Bathlaokan revealed a similar 
structure, in which the three original joint farms were 
rigorously adhered to, though the three settlement nuclei 
had spilled over to form one compact group. On Long Island 
the same structure was apparent. Even within the joint 
farms a tendency for further subdivision into family or 
blood groups might develop, especially where the original 
partners, held each be a single title in the beginning, 
evolving later into joint farms by subdivision among heirs. 
Culbane and its farm was an instance.
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There is enough evidence therefore to show that 
'rúndale' settlements had well defined social stratifications. 
There were strong communal and social ties within the town- 
land, these were strengthened within the joint farm, and 
further intensified within the family circle. The openfield 
system worked within corresponding concentric circles, with 
the family holding the pivot, and weakening of forces outward 
until the common grazing land and its 'soumings' were the 
only 'rúndale' ties between the members of the whole townland.

The interwoven strip pattern of the 'rúndale' system
was confusing enough, but with continual subdividing among
heirs, carried to access with increased poputation, the
whole system was undermined. Frequently, as in Donegal
in the 19th. century, "farms at the death of the parent,
were reduced to atoms at once; being then redivided among
all the children; in such cases where the farm is small,
it left a mere 'skibberlin' (a shred of a ooat), and by(1)this simple process the next generation were beggars".
In another instance in Co. Londonderry, "a respectable 
farmer, who held about 30 aores of arable land in one of 
the mountain townlands , had two sons between whom, 
according to custom, he equally divided his farm; but one 1

(1) Lord George Hill, "Facts from Gweedore", 1887, p,í¿6
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of these had himself four sons, among whom during his life
time, he also divided his 15 acres, reserving to himself an

(1 )
equal share". The ultimate result of such a process was
a confusion of minute strips and patches. Thus, on the
Gweedore Estate in 1844, 26 people came to hold half an

(2)
acre; while in another Londonderry townland it was not 
uncommon for a divide to be no broader than two ridges of

(3)potatoes.
Where land was let, even on the arable, by the 'Cow’s

(4)
grass' (fear bo, collop, or sum) subdivision as far as a

(5)
'cow's foot' (cos bu) which was a quarter of a 'cow's grass',
could result. Cases of further subdivision equal to one

(6)eighth of a 'cow's grass' (toe, or cleet) were known;
while in Mayo related customs let to tillage shares as small

( ? )as a quarter or a third of a 'collop', called a 'gurla', 
which might be scattered in different parts of the farm, 
so as to equalise the quality of the whole. Similar pri
mitive measures of subdivision were employed in other peasant
communities. In Scotland shares as small as a 'horse’s foot'(8)
(one sixteenth of a ploughland) were known, while in 1
(1) W.Shaw Mason,"A Statistical & Parochial Survey of 

Ireland", 1814, Vol.l, po309.
(E) Lord George Hill, Op.Cit., p,25.
(3) Ordnance Survey Memoirs ICS.,Box 46.(Id.Gortmacrane,

Co. Londonderry).
(4) P.O'Neill,"A Social & Cultural Study of Crofter Life on

the West Donegal Seaboard",M.A.Thesis,Queen's Univer-
(5) "Devon Commission ,Vol.Ill ,p.798. (sity Library,1939 „
(6) Lord George Hill, Op.Cit., p.26.
(7) "Devon Commission", Vol.l., p.157.
(8) A.McKerral, "Kintyre in the 17th. Century," 1948,p.140.
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India they subdivided into plots called 'bullocks"; and
(1)these into smaller ones known as 'legs'.

The excessive subdivision of holdings in Ireland was
striking enough, but more remarkable was the rapidity of
the process. The townland of beam in Go.Hoscommon, leased
in 1792 to one person, and congested with 36 families on
the expiral of the lease in 1841, was just one instance(2)
of many«, In Donegal a similar case was recorded of a 
single farm of 205 statute acres being first subdivided into 
two farms, and those two again into 29 holdings scattered

(3)
in 422 different lots, within the space of two generations.

Many factors combined to stimulate the reckless rate 
of procreation and resulting subdivision. The period of 
prosperity during the Napoleonic wars gave impetus to the 
tillage movement, fostered in the 18th. century by a pro
tectionist Parliament, and stimulated the tendency by 
middlemen to sublet farms to a host of undertenants. The 
net result was to congest the country with insolvent tillage 
tenants, who accommadated their increasing offspring in a 
similar manner. The townland of Dreenan in Go.Londonderry 
was an example. Leased in 1734 to one person, on renewal 
in 1861 it contained 25 persons nearly all descended from 1 2 3

(1) B.Henry Baden Powell, "The Indian Village Community",
1896, p.330.

(2) Royal Commission on Congestion in Ireland, Report II,
p. 262.

(3) "Devon Commission, Vol.I, p.422.
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the original leasee. A further fillip came from political
events, PollPwing the 1792 act conferring the forty shilling
freehold franchise on catholics, landlords with political
aspirations sought to install companies of these tenants on
their lands, which they subdivided recklessly. There were
71 of these undertenants in the Ballynease-Macoeake townland,(2)
on the renewal of the lease in 1868.

But at the root of the subdividing trouble lay the
potato. Prom its introduction at the end of the 16th.
century it increased in popularity until it was almost in
control of the people at the beginning of the 19th. century.
With its high yields and simple mode of cultivation it
fostered such procreation, that from 1779 to 1841 the
population multiplied by 172$, giving densities in UlBter

(3)and in the west of over 400 per square mile.
Scotland and other North-West European countries 

showed a similar upward trend in the subdivision of property 
during the same period, but nothing like the Bpate in
Ireland. In Norway, with its limited opportunities for the

*

colonisation of new land, congestion and subdivision were
continual problems, creating constant pressure which found
relief in the Viking expeditions, the great colonisations

(4)
of Ireland, the Western Isles and North Sootlsnd, and 1 2 * 4

(1) "Irish Land Act Commission (Bees borough)’1'1880, Vol.II,
(2) do. do. do. do.(pe405.
(S) E.R.R.Green, K.S.S. on Irish Agriculture, p.6.
(4) Magnus Olsen, "Parma and Panes in Ancient Norway,"p.117.

(1 )
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other ways of escape by the sea.

Another feature of the 'rúndale' system, which was 
closely related to the existence of unenclosed 'infield' 
strips, was the rough land utilised for common grazing.
Where other 'rúndale' features over much of the country 
have gone by the board, the rough grazing has persisted, 
and has been blended in modified form with the modern

.
economy. It has prolonged the name and traditions of ' 
'rúndale' where all knowledge of the arable concomitants 
has been forgotten.

The existence of marginal land for grazing was a 
necessity for the maintenance of an openfield system. It 
provided additional pasture in the growing season away 
from the unenclosed arable strips, and by enabling a larger 
herd of beasts to be maintained, augmented the quantity of 
dung so essential for continual 'infield* cropping. It was 
therefore an important cog in the former highly geared 
peasant aotivity. Its present association with mountain 
districts is no indication that 'rúndale' was purely an 
upland system, for in the past rough grazing was attached 
to lowland as well as mountain townlands. The fact that 
Baliynease - Macpeake and all the neighbouring townlands 
still use the intake strand of laugh Beg for Bummer grazing, 
attests this. Indeed before drainage induced permanent
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exploitation, great strands of seasonal grassland were 
available to the lowland townlands for miles along the Upper 
and Lower Bann, the lower course of the Blackwater and about 
Loughs Neagh and Beg. Other large rivers must formerly 
have duplicated these conditions. But increased population 
in the 18th. and 19th. centuries, and the consequent extension 
of settlement and tillage inevitably limited the former areas 
of lowland waste, and made enclosure a necessity. At the 
same time it enforced a reduction in the size of herds, which 
limited the supply of dung and so necessitated the intro
duction of some kind of fallow} in this way the early seeds 
of 'rúndale’ decay were sown before later agrarian innovat
ions came into operation.

It was the universal custom to share the waste in pro
portion to the sise of the arable holdings, but being 
unenclosed and held in common the measure adopted was one 
of use rather than of area. The basic unit was the 'sum' or 
'collop; which represented the amount of grazing necessary 
to sustain a cow,* the other stock, including horses, sheep, 
goats and geese were equated accordingly in terms of 'sums’ 
or 'collops' (App, & ), There was no uniform scale of
values, due to variations in pasture conditions from district 
to district, and even from time to time within the some 
towriland.

The common grazing attached to every townland was 
stinted rigorously by computing the number of animals it
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could graze (l.e. the number of 'sums' it contained). Each
tenant held a number proportionate to his arable. The Ord-
.nance Survey valuation schedules illustrate the methods of
sharing and stinting well. Thus in Carnalbanagh tov/nland
(App. G ) in 1859, 40 'sums' of moimtain grazing were
allotted to 13 tenants in proportion to their fractional
shares of the arable, each of which consisted of so many

(1)l/160ths. Thus one person with 6/160ths. held l£ 'sums',
(2)and another with 33/160ths. had "7-|- and l/3rd. of 2 sums".

Many other complications were resorted to to surmount the
difficulty of awkward fractions or nearly useless subdivisions.
In one tov/nland it was arranged that one man should graze two
'sums' each year for three years successively, and one 'sum'
only in the fourth year; a neighbour, one 'sum' each year
for three years in succession, and two sums every fourth year;
a third person, one 'sum' and one 'foot' every year; and a

( S )
fourth holder one sum every year. In Cavonreagh townland 
(O.S. Londonderry 40) a 'running foot' held by two persona 
on alternate years was a similar expedient.

The custom of stinting seans to have been an essential 
feature of Land exploitation in Ireland from very early times, 
as the legal ri^its and equations of grazing, set out in 1 2 3

(1) Ordnance Survey Valuation (field books) 1859.(2) Ibid.
(3) "Devon Commission", Voi.II, p.904.
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the Brehon Laws and Senchus Mor, tend to show. 'The practice 
continues, and 'mean mountains *, as they are called, are 
regulated hy grazing committees over wide areas, where waste 
appurtenance is available, though decreased population, and 
more especially decline in pastoral economy have in many 
localities obviated the need for such measures. References 
like the following, with which the Ordnance Survey Valuation 
books abound, illustrate the prevailing tendency:
"Glengawne mountain (0.S.26) will graze 75 ’sums’, but there
is not sufficient stock to stock it,” or "Rylagh mountain
, * (2> (0.S.26) would graze 88 'sums’ if there was sufficient stock"

In certain parts of the West of Ireland, where the
pastoral element was still predominant until well into the
19th. century and the arable was confined to small fertile
pockets, whole townlands were estimated in collops, and
tillage plots were allotted in proportion to the number of
'collops' held by each tenant. Thus in Go. Mayo in 1836
"supposing an entire farm was valued at 40 'oollopa' they
divided the tillage into 40 portions and allotted it among
the tenants." Elsewhere we read that "the holdings are
by 'sums' or 'oollops', which originally meant the number
of head of cattle a farm could rear by pasture; but as

(1) Ancient Laws of Ireland, Vol.IV, p,10.
(2) Ordnanoe Survey Valuation(Griffith) Held Books 1859.
(2) "Devon Commission", Vol. 1, p.154.

( 1 )
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some tillage became afterwards necessary they divided the
crop ground into collops as well as the pasture and each ^
farm then had its tillage collops as well as grazing collops.
Parts of Co.Kerry and Cork had the same custom, but the
standard of measure was the 'gneeve' or 'gnieve', which
was equivalent to "3 or 4 milch cows’ grass." Each man who
had six cows had his proportion, and the man who had 4 cows
got his proportion..... and each man manured his own part,

(2 )
and then afterwards let it out to grass in common."
The emphasis was therefore on pastoral activity, which by 
reason of a mild and wet climate took the form of dairying» 
The ’gneeve' seems to have also acquired, by its association 
with the tillage, a more concrete significance though still 
indefinite area of one twelfth of a ploughland. It could be

(а)
further subdivided into ’half gneeves*, ’quarter gneeves’,

(4)
and ’ounces' (one sixteenth of a 'gneeve’). It was con
fined in use more of less to Cos,Kerry, Cork and limerick,
though it also turns up in a few townland names in Cavan,

(4)
Longford, Mayo and Westmeath. Due to the very hybrid
nature of Irish land measures, its origin is difficult to

(б)determine; the association of the ’ounceland’ in Scotland 1 2 3 4

(1) PoKnight, "Erris in the Irish Highlands",1826,p.46.
(2) "Devon Commission", Vol.II, p.894.
(3) "Devon Commission", Vol.II, pc958.
(4) A.Young, Op.cit. , Vol. II, Poll2.
(5j A.MoKerral, "Ancient Denominations of Agricultural Land 

in Scotland: a Summary of recorded opinions, with some 
notes, observations & references", Proceedings of the 
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland 1943-44.
Vol. LaXVIII, p 054.
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with Viking influence is significant, considering the 
strong Viking influence in the south-west of Ireland.

The whole question of Irish land measure is a difficult 
one and a subject for research on its own. The chequered 
history of land settlement, by resulting in the introduction 
of foreign terms and practice, has made it impossible to 
distinguish what are Gaelic terms for foreign ideas, and 
what are native practices with foreign terminology super
imposed. The present unit of settlement is the townland, 
hut it may vary in size from a few acres to a few thousand 
acres, due in part to its formation from measures of varying 
denominations. At the top of the scale were the ’Cotgeadh
or province*, *the Trioha-ced* or *30 hundreds*, and the

fl)
’Ballybiataoh (Ballybetagh)’ in that order of suhsivislon. 
Under these there v/ere progressive subdivisions, which 
varied in size and nature from district to district, and 
which have been perpetuated in many cases in the modern 
townlands. Typical of the north of Ireland were the sub
divisions of the Ballybetagh into 4 quarters, the quarter 
into 3 Ballyboes, and the Ballyboe into 3 Seasiaghs. Of 
these the Ballyhoe and occasionally the Sessiagh have 
become the modern townland. Tyrone had in addition a com
pound denomination called *Tullagh.' , consisting of a 1

(1) Census of Ireland; introduction to the Townland 
Index, 1851, p. 4.
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Ballyboe and a Sessiagh. It can still be traced in the
present townland names in Cos. Clare, Cork, Donegal^Galway, 
Sligo, Monaghan, Leitrim, Roscommon and Westmeath.

Southwards the denominations changed. The Ballybetagh 
was subdivided into Plowlands, Seisreachs, or Carucates, 
which were rough measures originally signifying the amount 
of arable land a plough team could deal with in a year’s 
ploughing. It was a method of computation limited to no

(3)one country, and practical as far afield as India. A
related division, still incorporated in townland names in
the South-west, was the 'coar '. The Plowland could be

(4)
further subdivided into 4 cartrons, the cartron being
widely adopted as a modern townland division. It still
persists in townland names throughout Clare, Galway and
Roscommon as well as through Kings Co., Leitrim, Longford,(5)Mayo, Sligo and Westmeath. Its Irish equivalent was the 
’Ceathramhadn' (Cariow) which still prevails in townland 
names in every county. These measures were not homogeneous, 
and in some places, notably in Meath, the Carucate was less

(1 )

(1) Rev.Wm„Reeves,D.D,, "The Townland Distribution of Ire
land," P . R . I . A . , Voi.VII, 1862, p .478.

(2) Census of Population, Townland Index, 1851.
( Z ) B.Henry Baden-Powell, "The Indian Village Community,"
(4) Rev.Wm.Reeves, D.D., Op,cit., p.480. (p.330.
(5) Census of Popxilation ; Townland Index, 1851.
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than a Seisreach. Some sources again gave the number
of Seisreachs in a Ballybetagh as 4, and equated the Carrow

(2)
with the Plowland, etcj others increased the number to 
12. Further subdivisions have been perpetuated in townland 
names, viz. - Leearrow (leath, a half: carrow, a quarter); 
levally (half town); Treanpark or Treanoughter (trean, a 
third) and Quiggy or Quigabar (cuig, a fifth).

Many other hybrid measures added to the confusion. 
Carlow, Waterford, Wexford and Kilkenny had Martlands, which 
were subdivided into half and quarter Martlands, and Penny-

(3)lands. The Markland and Pennyland were typical divisions
(4)

of the North of Scotland, where Norse influence was always
strong, as it was in this south-east corner of Ireland.
In Kilkenny there was an additional subdenomination called
the Capell land, subdivided into horsemens» beds, and in

(5)
Tipperary into 4 Quarter Meeres.

In Monaghan and Fermanagh, corresponding with the 
present townland divisions were subdivisions known as Tates, 
of which there were 16 in a Ballybetagfa. The term still 
occurs as the prefix to townland names in louth, Tyrone, and 
to a greater extent in Fermanagh and Monaghan. The counter
part in size was the Poll, with its subdivisions the Gallon, 1 2 3 4 5

(1 )

(1) Rev.Wm.Reeves, D.D., Op.Cit., p.479.
(2) Census of Population; Introduction to Townland Index.
(3) Rev.Wm.Reeves,D.D., Op.Cit., p.479. (1911.
(4) I.F.Grant, “The Highland Openfield System”, The

Geographical Teacher, 1926.Vol.13, p.481.
(5) Rev.Wm.Re eves, D.D., Op.Cit., p.479.
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Pottle, and Pint. They were typical in Cavan formerly,
and still alter into townland names in combination with

(1)Irish terms of qualification*. Pottle in Cavan, Meath and 
Kilkenny; Gallon in Cavan, and Poll in Cavan, Tyrone,
Galway and Longford.

The origin of many of these denominations was obviously 
foreign. The Tricha - ced (thirty hundreds) may have had 
its origin in the Saxon Hundred. Cartron was a term im
ported probably after the invasion, and hibernicised into 
Ceathramhahd; while the Carucate was also of foreign 
extraction. The Tate, Poll, Gallon, Pottle, etc., were all
English terms, introduced perhaps, by early commerce relates)ions between the Pale and Cavan and Monaghan.

Equally bound up with the accent on paotoralism were 
the tracts of land given over to natural meadows, and 
though encroaching tillage has reduced their extent, they 
are still utilised for permanent meadow, now sown with 
lucerne, clover, etc. Their precarious crops were formerly 
one of the essentials in the ’rúndale1 system, for by 
augmenting what could be gleaned from the corn stubble and 
aftergrass, they tided the stock over the long winter,

(1) Rev,G.Hill, ’'An historical account of The Plantation
of Ulster, 1608 - 1620" 1877, p.87.

(2) Ibid., p.87.
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acting as an insurance against utter starvation« A poor
crop was a major disaster.

As in the arable they were expert in determining
variations in quality, and accordingly partitioned their
meadow lands into subdivisions of different value, in order
to give each person his lot in every quality; and if they
saw further variations within these divisions they divided
these again so that further intermixture occurred. The net
result was a number of joint meadows subdivided into minute
plots. Like common grazing tracts they tended to survive
enclosure and consolidating movements alike, and invariably
turn up where all the arable features, and even the name
’rúndale* have been forgotten. In 1859 they were widely
distributed even in the most improved regions. $hus in the
Parish of Granges, Co. Armagh, Enockaconey townland had one

(1)
joint meadow held by 16 people; in Mullaghmore td., in

(2)
Loughgall Parish, another was divided among 23 people;
while in Tirnacre td. a third joint meadow was ’’held by 16
people and divided into bits here and there; in consequence
of litigation the tenants were unwilling to show the

(3)different spots occupied by each."
Other complicated measures, which must have been the 

rule formerly, were adopted to ensure equality. In Go.Clare, 
not many years ago, there was a case where 7 people held 1 2 3

(1) "Ordnance Survey Valuation" (Griffith's) field boohs,
(2) Ibid. (1859.
(3) Ibid.
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8 acres of meadow land in common. Pour of than had half
one year, and the other three the remaining four acres. The

(1)next year they changed about 0 More intricate was the
arrangement in Cloonkeen townland, Co.Cork, where there
"is a field held in this way. One tenant has the grasing
of half of it all the year round, and alternately each year
he must leave half of it for hay on the first of May; the
hay must be taken off on the 15th. of August. There are
three tenants who divide the hay between them; they cut
in common off one side one year, and the other side the

(2)
other." A similar soheme waB in practice on a meadow in
Drumenagh townland (O.S.Tyrone 33) until late in the 19th.
century. It was held in quarters by 4 partners; "A.Mbffitt
had but the after grass of this lot each year, the other
three partners had equal shares of the mowing of it each
year; four yearB after grass was said to be equivalent to

(3)
one year's meadow." In other places the scheme, which 
probably harks back to more remote days of 'rundale’, was 
one of annual redistribution. The meadow belonging to the 
'Irish quarter' of Cah td. (O.S.Londonderry, 18) was held 
until recently by 4 cluster dwellers, who rotated their 
plots every year’, so that after every four years each person 1 2 3

(1) "Royal Commission on Congestion in Ireland,"
Report VIII, p.2ll.

(2) Ibid., Report, VIII, p.50.
(3) Ordnance Survey Valuation (Griffith's) field books,

1859.
*
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had been in possession of every quality. This was called 
’morrowingdale', meaning a change of the dale. The neigh
bouring meadow of Tamnymore had the same custom at an

(1)earlier date. What persisted here was probably a relic
of the formerly more widespread 'changedale' custom, noted
by Young in his 18th. century travels. It is significant
that the term ’morrowingdale' is widely used throughout
Antrim and Co .Londonderry, and though the meaning has
degenerated to signify any kind of communal effort, the
’rúndale' connections are still apparent.

The amount of meadow falling to any tenant was, like
the waste appurtenance, calculated in proportion to the
quantity of tillage. Each person had his fractional share,
which might consist of several scattered pieces. In Corr
td., situated in Co. Tyrone where great lowland stretohes
fringe a tributary stream of the Blackwater, one ¿joint
meadow was held by 18 people in fractions vaiying from 2/81

(3)
to 14/81, and in the nearby townland of Glenkeen (0.8.
Tyrone 60 & 66) shares ran from 4/72 to 9/72. "Both meadows
were held by all the tenants in the proportions given;
some held bits in several pieces; they were all mixed

(4)
through other." 1 2 3 4

(1) Appendix B III, 6.
(2) A.Young, "A Tour in Ireland,"(1776 - 8)p.215,216.
(3) Ordnance Survey Valuation (Griffith’s) field books,1859.
(4) Ibid.
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The only demarcations were 'rits' in some places, and 
in others 'station holes or stones', which were placed at 
the extremities of the patches. Many were the difficulties
- judging by marginal notes in the Ordnance Survey Valuations
- faced by the valuers in tracing the scattered bits whioh
were often either submerged in flood water or overgrown
with hay. In Kilturk td., Fermanagh (O.S. 24 & 35) it was
remarked that the "meadow cannot be properly divided until
such time as the hay crop on it at present is cut down.
V/hen being valued by that time the division holes oan be

(1)traced with certainty." In the nearby townland of
Keevanmore which was to be divided when being valued
"the hay crop was so high that some difficulty existed(2)
in tracing the 'holes'."

Despite ambiguous partitions, holding and mowing in 
severalty was the rule, and the recognised custom through
out the country was that the first person to mow his hay 
should tramp out the mearing with his neighbour. In a 
few places the custom, which still persists in Ilsherhill, 
was to harvest in common and share the hay in proportion 
to tillage areas. The same twofold difference in hay 
harvesting methods prevailed and still persists in Norway, 
where they had 'Hopemask' which was "to be every year used 
by several, its hay being mown by them all and afterwards 1 2

(1) Ibid.
(2) Ibid.
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divided between them," and "Aarbyte" or "Aarleast" (i.e.
annual change) so that what one man has held one year, is

(1 )to be held by another the next. It is difficult to spec
ulate on a feasible reason for the differentiation in Ireland, 
but the suggestion in Norway that an uncertain and dispro
portionate yield from place to place within the one meadow(2)
induced the more communal method, may be invoked.

When the hay was saved the after grass was utilised 
for grazing. The more recent custom has beai to graze in 
severalty, involving continual herding, spanceiling or 
tethering, practices which I suspect have become more 
necessary and common with the onset of more individual ex
ploitation at the expense of the common bond, In the past 
the after grass was grazed in common, and in proportion to 
the fractional shares of the meadow, Where a stint was 
imposed the standard of measure was the 'sum', whioh was in 
common use all along the Bann-lough Neagh region until a 
century ago.

Similar conditions must have obtained on the flood 
plains of other rivers throughout the country. For example 
on "the big meadow of Tombrick (Wexford, O.S. 9,14,15)" 1 2

(1) Magnus Olsen, "Farms & Fanes of Ancient Norway,"p.49*
(2) Gabriel Nikander, "Allmendewasse^, und - Wiese in Den

Dorschaften Von Schwedisch - Osterbotten,"
Folkliv, 1958, Vol.III, p.230.



59 .

which lay hy the Slaney" alter the grass was cut all the 
farmers of the townland kept their cows there at grass, it 
being a land of common property......Sunday evening during
the grazing season was a bright spot in the lives of the
young men and women of the township..... groups of milkers
would be scattered over the extensive meadow, coming in with

fi)
empty vessels, or departing with full ones.” The same 
custom still exists in Glencullen townland (Dublin 0.S.25,
26) and on a smaller scale in lisherhill townland (Mayo O.S0 
60).

A related feature was the wintering of stock on the 
stubble after they had returned, on the last day of October, 
from the summer grazing. Here they grazed promiscuously, 
and lived precariously on the corn stubble and after grass, 
with the help of hay to eke out existence. If the hay crop 
was bad or a failure the results were calamitous. Even 
ordinarily the chances of survival were slight. The mort
ality among cattle was estimated at one in five due to

(2)
starvation and those that survived had to be carried on
carts to the pasture; the goats were said to be like two

(3)
boards leaning against each other.'1

The winter commons was an integral part of the ’rundale' 
system in earlier days, and was bound up with the growth of 
oats, which left the land free for grazing from September 1 2

(1) P.Kennedy, "Evenings in the Duffrey," 1875, p.382.
(2) I.F.Grant, "Everyday Life on an Old Highland Farm,"p.61. 
(¡3) Magnus Olsen, "Farms and Panes of Ancient Norway,"p.10.
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till March, rather than with wheat, which necessitated an 
Autumn sowing„ It was only by introducing a fallow, and hence 
grading into a two or three-field system, that the growing of 
wheat and gracing on the stubole were compatible. The 
introduction of root crops - turnips and clover - wrought a 
profound change, for by remaining in the ground until early 
Autumn, they militated against the idea of common property 
in winter, and precluded the old scheme of manuring the 
fields by pasturing stock on the stubble. The first seeds 
of 'rundale' decay were therefore sown.

These new crops arrived in the 18th. century, but they 
were not adopted widely at first, and the old system still 
persisted through the 19th. and into the present century in 
parts. In Drumholm Parish, (Co.Donegal), it was remarked 
in the 1830's that "there has been a custom since time im
memorial for the sheep of each townland to range at large as 
soon as the crop is taken off the ground, and where there are
no fences this is an absolute bar to the cultivation of green

(1)crops." In thenearby parish of Ryemoaghy, about the same 
period, "from the first week in November until the latter end 
of April the entire face of the country resembled a great

(*)common where cows and horses and sheep grazed promiscuously." 
later in the 19th. century it was noted in the Barony of 
Trughanacmy, Co.Kerry, that "the fences round the cornfields 
were made in the most temporary manner, because the fields

(1) O.S.MSS., 1634, Box 22
(2) Ibid.
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would be pastured in common, after they were let out in
(1)tillage." Survivals have been recorded in Go.Donegal

(2) (3)
(td. Meenacreevagh) and Co.Dublin (Gleneullen td.) .

It has never been recorded whether the 'infield’ and
'outfield', so characteristic of the Scottish 'runrig' layout,
were typical features of the Irish openfield system. The
'infield' was land that had been perpetually tilled for ages,
and had received all the manure of the farm; the 'outfield'
received no dung, but after lying waste for a few years was
ploughed up and cropped with oatB as long as it would produce(4)
anything. Within this broad generalisation there were 
many variations, especially in the treatment of the 'outfield*.

In Ireland, Sampson's Statistical Survey is one of the 
few sources of reference to the system, recording it in 
operation in several localities in Co.Londonderry at the 
commencement of the 19th„ century, 'Infield', or 'crofting 
ground', and 'outfield' were noted together throughout

(5)Magilligan and Myroe, while traces of 'infield' practice 1 2 3 4 5

(1) Poor Law Inquiry, App.P., 1835, Pol82,
(2) E.E. Evans,"Some Survivals of the Irish Openfield System",

Geography, 1939. Vol.XXIV, p.30.
(3) Information from Dr.Lucas, National Museum, Dublin.
(4) I.P,Grant,"The Highland OpenPield System," The Geo

graphical Teacher,Vol,XIII, 1926, p.481.
(5) V.G.Sampson, Statistical Survey of Go.Londonderry,

1802, p.140 and 134.
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alone were found at Ballyreagh on the north Antrim side of
(1)the Bann, at Drumbane, near Limavady, to the west of the(2)

Roe, and at Tullydraymond (Terrydremont) on the opposite(3)bank. There was evidence of ’outfield' throughout the
county from the Bann mouth in the north to Desertmartin and(4 )
Magherafelt in the south, and as far west as Faughanvale.

The 'infield', consisting of "the few favourite acres,
which first induced settlement", was never laid out either
in grasses or lea, but was continually cropped and supplied
with all the manure. On a forty acre farm in north Antrim,
the 'infield', consisting of 50 acres, had the following
rotation - 1.Potatoes, planted in lazy beds over dung,
2. Barley, 3. Oats, 4. Oats, 5. Flax, 6. Oats; and then
begun anew. No clover was sown on account of promiscuous

(5)flocks of sheep. The high proportion of 'infield' was
due to the rich soil and advanced cultivation of the region.
The 'infield ' in Myroe near the shore had a somewhat similar
treatment, as follows: 1. compost ploughed down with
stubble for barley, 2C stubble ploughed, and potatoes

(6)
kibbed in, 3. barley, 4. Oats, 5. Flax: or Oats. In 
Scottish rotations of the same period the potato was less 
frequently included. Practice on the 'outfield', which

V.G,Sampson.
Ibid

"Statistical Survey of Go.Londonderry,"p.129. 
., p.141. 

p.149.
pp. 156,132,134,173,175. 
p.129. 
p .140.»1
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of the farm, was a fairly uniform one of two or three years
lea, followed by two of oats, i«e« "two in and two out";
but a "three in and three out" treatment, in general use
in tl:ie Scottish 'outfields', was typical of the Desertmartin

(1)district, while near Magherafelt a more elaborate
rotation of 1. Oats, 2. Potatoes planted on compost,

(2)
3« PI ax and 40 Oats, was in use.

There were traces too, of the new husbandry, signalising 
the break down of the old scheme« On a farm in Myroe the 
'crofting ground’ was divided into seven dales, cropped in 
a rotation of 1. Potatoes, 2. Wheat, 3. Barley with clover,

(3)4. Glover for horse feeding, 5. Barley, 6. Oats, 7. Ilax«
On the whole, however, the Scottish connections are

so marked as to suggest considerable Scottish influence in
their origin, a speculation that accords well with the
history of the Scottish plantations throughout this area.

This rather limited distribution can be extended by
tradition« In all the town lands about Portglenone the more
fertile fields, which often retain their unfenced 'rundale'
appearance, and lie in proximity to the settlements, are

(4)
classified as 'inland* or 'infield*. hear at hand les 
the 'in grazing', while the rougher 'outgrazing' extends

usually consisted of the lea grounds on the stiffest part

1) Ibid. p.175.
2) " p.173.
3) Appendix A, Nos. 14 - 17.
4) A map of "The Strade Lands", undated. (Downshire Papers,

* Hillsborough)



away by the river. The same fertile 'infields* are also
characteristic of the farm layout about Ballyscullion on
the Co.Londonderry shore of Lough Beg. In no other region
in Co.Antrim have I been able to record a tradition of the
system; but an undated map, probably of the late 18th.
century, of the "Strade Lands", just outside the Liberties
of Carrickfergus in South Antrim, helps to bridge the gap
in part. On two of the farms 'inland* divisions are laid
out: John Gorma 11 had 'inland* consisting of 37 ac. 2 r.
37 pers., and 176 ac. 5 r, 28 pers. of mountain pasture;
while on Andrew Maims *s farm there were 66 ac, 1 r. 32 pers.
of 'inland', 80 ac. 2 r. 33 pens, of mountain pasture, and

(1 )15 ac. 11 pers. of 'bogg'. No 'outland' is shown. The 
Scottish element in the population, dating in the Portglenone 
area from as recently as the early eighteenth century, and 
other Scottish features, again suggest an influx of Scott
ish influence, which makes it difficult to conclude if what 
exists here is native or introduced.

Another invaluable document, a late 17th. century
(2)

extract from the rent rolls of the Clanbraesil Estate, 
extends the. distribution into the Ards region of Down, 
showing a division into 'inland' and 'outland• of all the 
lands attached to Ballywalter, Bsn¿pr, and Hollywood. The 1 2

(1) A Map of "The Strade Lands", undated, (Downshire Papers,
Hillsborough.)

(2) Transcript of the Clanbrassil Rent Rolls, late 17th,
century. P.R.O. (App. E.III).

6 4 .
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holdings were remarkably small, like cottier holdings rather 
than farms. Robt. Long's holding on the Baliywalter lands, 
consisting of one tenement, 5 acres of 'outland1 and half 
an acre of 'inland', was typical. The 'inland' rents were 
paid in barley at the rate of 1 bole per acre, while the 
'outland' rents, when not paid in money, were rated at 1 
bole of oats per acre. Bar-ley, therefore, seems to have 
been the basic 'inland' crop, in contrast with oats on the 
'outland’. An additional 'rúndale* feature was the grazing 
of the common by the inhabitants of Hollywood "at 2/6 the 
sum" .

It is difficult to estimate the exact nature of the 
'rúndale ' Bystem followed here. The present layout of the 
three towns is far removed from the normal pattern of 
'rúndale* clusters, while the size of holding does not 
suggest a completely farming community. What existed here 
I suspect, was something akin to the elongated crofter 
villages of the Scottish Isles, in which the produce of 
small allotments, held in rúndale, went to augiient the 
harvest of the sea. It is doubtful again if the 'inland' 
and 'outland' scheme is native here, considering the 
strong Scottish connections in the region, dating from 
the Montgomery and Hamilton settlements of the beginning 
of the lfth. century. For similar reasons we cannot regard 
any of the other examples as typical of the native field
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system.
But the absence of the use of the term 'infield' in other 

parts of the country must not be taken as proof of the 
absence of the system itself; for there is evidence of a more 
or less analogous practice over an extensive area formerly.
In Co. Mayo, no later than the middle of last century, a 
similar 'one-field' type of cultivation was a frequent phen
omenon, so that in the Mullet district it was remarked that 
"the tenants went on like all tenants in common to exhaust
the land by continual cropping, in the usual 'runrig' manner

(1)until it became incapable of yielding any return." Further
south in the Currann Peninsula the process was the same, for
"they cannot let any portion of the land run to heart, fhey
are constantly tilling it, owing to the great scarcity of
provisions ; the lands are getting bad by constant burning(2)
and tillage." In the Parish of Drumholm, in Donegal,
it was found impossible to introduce a green crop because

(3)the tenants could not afford any portion to rest. Indeed 
it is probable that the subdivided arable strips, which 

invariably lie near the settlement groups on the good land, 
were formerly, before the introduction of root crops and 
artificial grasses, continually cropped in the 'infield' 
way.

(1) "Devon Commission",Vol0 I, p„181.
(2) Ibid., Vol.II, p.420.
(3) O.S. MBS., Co.Donegal, 1834, Box 22.
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Nor was the 'outfield ' a unique feature, confined only
to the Scottish system. Comparable practices were common

in Ireland. On the Gweedore Estate in the 19th. century it
was the custom to take in waste from the bog or mountain
periodically, for cultivation, and distribute it among the(1)tenants according to rento In Tyrone about the same
period it was recorded "that all the land was immediately
thrown into pasture when it no longer was capable of bearing
a crop, in which state it was suffered to lie until there
was some prospect of a profitaDle return in breaking it up
again." A similar custom was noted in Co. Meath at the
beginning of the 19th. century, "where they each have a lot
in the commons, which they till for four years; then a lot

(3)
is given in another part of the common." A scheme, also 
typically 'outfield' in nature, was practised in Corick in 
Co.Londonderry until recently, and in Bsllynease - Maopeake, 
where the intake waB known as 'brached' land. It is note
worthy that 'brach' is the German term tor unploughed land
or fallow, while the Scot in the North of Ireland, speaks of

(4)
the light stubble furrow drawn in Autumn as 'braok-fur'. 1 2 * 4

(1) Lord George Hill, "Facts from Gweedore," 1887, p .ki3.
(2) O.S.MSS. Co.Tyrone, Barony of Clogher, Box 51.
(3} RoThompson, "A Statistical Survey of Co.Meath," 1801,p.73
(4) J,Wilson, "Clare Island Survey - Agriculture and its 

History," P.R.I.A., Vol.XXI, part V., p.10.
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Sven closer analogies to Scotland have been recorded. In 
Donegal a few years ago, it was noted that the crofters 
practised a modified form of the Scottish 'tathing', by
hobbling, staking, and herding cattle on the 'outfield'.
In Co. Londonderry at an earlier date it was also the custom
in the low countries, as in Magilligan, to fold the sheep
on the out pastures in falls, which they dug up in the after

(2)
season.

These examples suffice to show that the idea of 'out
field ' to supplement the 'infield' crops was part of the 
Irish scheme, with naturally closer Scottish affinities in 
the planted regions. It may have been a more piecemeal 
practice, lacking the specialisations and well defined 
routine which developed in Scotland, but the general prin
ciples were similar in both.

The same principles were deep rooted in other peasant 
societies. In Northumberland and Cumberland, where Scottish
influence was strong, the waste was temporarily tilled, and

(3)then allowed to revert to waste. The custom was well 
developed in Spain and Portugal in the 19th. century, where 
the intake from the 'rozas' or 'montes* almost duplicate 
the Scottish conditions: "Every year, or in alternate years,

(1) P.0 'Neill,"A Social and Cultural Study of Crofter Life
on the West Donegall Seaboard," M.A* Thesis in Queen's 
University Library, p.106.

(2) G.V.Sampson, Op.cit., p.218,
(3) H.L.Gray,"English Field Systems," 1915, Ps.223,232.

( 1 )
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the commoners meet and select for ploughing, a piece of
'monte', which either has not been broken up before, or at
least not for a period of 20 years. Strips on the piece were
allotted to each one in proportion to the amount of arable
held by him....at the end of the year after a crop of wheat,
and a crop of oats have been raised, the land then reverts

(1)to 'monte' for grazing." In the Faroes the newly tilled(2)
'trod' or 'tradir' was a comparable feature.

Elsewhere there is evidence of a scheme neither purely 
'infield' nor 'outfield', It was shifting in nature like 
the 'outfield', but was not associated with an 'infield'.
It persisted in the west of Ireland until the 19th, century. 
Thus in Eoscommon it was noted in 18S2 that this system of 
'letting land out' - i0e. exhausting the soil by successive
crops of com, until it yielded no more, and then leaving

(3)it to nature to recover - prevailed widely. Elsewhere 
in the same county the typical treatment was "first a 
succession of crops was taken out without manure for 5 to 7 
croppings - one or two of potatoes, one or two of wheat, and
at least three of oats: thus the heart of the land worked

(4)
out, and it was left to nature to restore." 1 2 3 4

(1) S.Harris, "Some Notes on Field Systems in Mediterranean
lands & in the Atlantic Coastal Lands of South West 
Europe."(Union Géographique Internationale: Commission 
on Types of Rural Settlement) p.93.

(2) Kenneth Williamson, "The Atlantic Islands," p„50,
(3) Isaac Weld,"A Statistical Survey of Co.Hosoommon." 1832,
(4) Isaac Weld, Op.Cit., p.493. (p.493.

1
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At the beginning of the 19th. century in Kilkenny it was
again recorded that "holding in partnership was the worst
of all tenures.... he who does least, prospers by the
labour of his partners, the consequence is that they seem
to vie which shall leave the land when let out in the worst
state; and then they quarrel about the liberty of turning

(1)the greatest number of beasts upon it." The same prim
itive practice dated back to 1603 in Wales, where "after fold* 
ing cattle upon parcels of land from March to November, this 
land they plowe in November and December, and in March they
sowe oates in Yt, and.... they follow these lands with
oates, seven, eight or ten years together, till the land 
grows so weak and barren that it will not yeald the seede:
and let they that land lie for eight or ten years in pasture

(2)
for their cattell." It survived in North and South
Uist, in the Outer Hebrides, until 1884, a new intake taking

(3)place every three years. Tacitus also described it in 
the Germanic lands as "taking up land in shifting cultiv
ation," noting that "fields proportionate to the size of the 
community are occupied in turn, and divided up among the 
inhabitants according to their worth. The extent of plains 
facilitates this division. The tided land is changed 
from year to year, and abundance of unfilled land is still

(1) W.Tighe,"Statistical Observations relative to Co0
Kilkenny," 1800-1801, p.418.

(2) H.L0Gray, Op.oit., p.200.
(3) I.P.Grant, "Social & Economic Development of Scotland

before 1603." p.102.
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(1)left over."

It is probable that the persistence of such a practice 
in Ireland was related to the predominance of pastoral 
activity in the agrarian economy, which limited cultivation 
to a shifting patch. Even today analogous features can be 
traced in the tillage methods of many primitive tribes who 
have rights of use over large tracts of land.

It is apparent from written evidence then, that some 
form of ‘outfield1 and ‘infield’ cultivation was typical 
of Ireland in the past. But traces of other conditions 
appear which are more difficult to classify. In Mayo, we 
read from a 19th. century source that "In the land approp
riated to tillage, each head of a family casts lots every 
year for the number of ridges he is entitled to ... and 
moreover, the ridges change ownership every third year, a 
new division taking place. The head of the village .... 
makes the division, requiring each tenant to cast lots for
his ridge, one in a good field, another in an inferior,(2)
ana another in a worse." The exact significance of this 
statement is problematic, but it is evidait there is no 
suggestion of the haphazard shifting of ’outfield', nor 
yet of the exhaustive ’infield' technique. Scotland dhows 
an identical development, the analysis of which may throw 
more light on the problem. In the Outer Hebrides in 1830 1 2

(1) J.Wilson, Op. d t #, Part V, p.6.(translated from
Germania, Ch.XXVI,

(2) C.Otway, "Sketches in Erris and Tyrawley", 1841,p«387.
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it is recorded "they met, and having decided upon the
portion of land (leob, clar) to be put under green crop
next year, they divided it into shares, according to the
number of tenants in the place, and the number of shares
in the soil they respectively possess, Thereupon they
cast lots (crannach) and the share which falls to a tenant

he retains for three years, A third of the land under
cultivation is thus divided every year, accordingly the
whole cultivated land of the townland, undergoes redivislon

(1) --------
every three years."

Y.'hat we have here apparently is the introduction of
a green fallow (grasses, peas, beans, turnips, etc,) which

as well as easing the strain and increasing the productivity
of the former constant cropping scheme, interfered with the
old idea of common property in winter. Hence the necessity
for allocating a separate one third of the arable to green
crop annually, to prevent trespassing by stock wintering

on the stubble. The net result was a scheme of three fields,
probably of varying proportions, in each of which a triennial
reallotment of strips was the rule.

Recent research has revealed the former existence of a
(*)•onefield’ system in places as far apart as the Aegean 1 2

(1) W.F.Skene, "Celtic Scotland", Vol.III, p,380.
(2) S.Harris, "Some Notes on Held Systems", (Union Geo-

Graphique Internationale: CoEmilssion on types of 
Rural Setxlement) 1928, p.850
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and the North Atlantic, where fertile soils or a 
sufficiency of manure permitted continuous cropping, or 
where a not too exhausting rotation like the Faroe Scheme 
of occasional oat and potato crops followed by successive 
crops of hay, was the practice. But a more important pre
requisite, especially if the old schemes of manuring and 
stubble grazing were to be continued, was the growing of 
spring sown crops. The introduction of autumn sown crops 
like wheat inevitably made for fallowing and a two or three- 
field system - hence the predominance of a two-field system 
in the wheat-growing Mediterranean Region. It is noteworthy
that a quick maturing spring wheat was part of the rotation(2)
in an instanoe of onefield cultivation in the Aegean0 A

(3)
onefield system has been regarded as an economical ideal, 
but more often it fell very short of this, with its haphazard 
methods of tillage and deminishing returns. It was a simple 
response to a strongly pastoral economy, where regular 
supplies of manure were forthcoming, and to a climate 
favouring the growth of oats. In Ireland in later dayB

*
it was an economic necessity, due to improvident preoreation, 
with the potato, which prepared the land for corn, entering

(1) Magnus Olsen, Op.cit.
(2) S.Harris, Op.oit., p.87.
(3) S.Harris, "The Village Community of Alderney,"

(Union Géographique Internationale : Commission on
Types of Rural Settlement) p.36.

( 1 )



74

more and more into the rotation. The land was never laid
out in lea, "and the reason was because coarse grazing
could be had on the heaths, and the families crowded together

(1)could neither spare the potatoes, the grain, flax nor fodder."
The Scottish 'infield' is believed to be a relatively(2)

recent innovation, not much antedating the 17th. century.
In Northern Ireland there is no evidence to the contrary,,
Its introduction to Go .Down dates probably from the late
16th. century or early 17th century which, allowing for a

prior period of developmait in Scotland, would suggest a date
of origin in the early 16th. century. In North-east Antrim
the ties with Scotland go further back, but want of evidence
precludes earlier dating of 'infield ' from this area.

It is possible however that for the beginnings of
'infield' cultivation we must look to the prehistoric past.
With the increased importance of farm animals in the Bron&e
Age it was probably learned that orops could be taken more
regularly from land manured by folded stock. This became the

(3)
'infield'. The more stabilised agriculture which came in 
with the rigorous climatic conditions of the Iron Age 
enhanced this tendency to continually till the same patch 
in contrast with the more shifting 'outfield' methods.

(1) G.V.Sampson, Op.cit., p.169.
(2) L.Gray, Op.cit., p.200.
(3) H.cJ.Pleura, "land Use and liberty", Geography, 1948,

voi.xmn, p.i7i.
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At an earlier period when the communal bond was 
stronger, and the right to use, in contrast with the idea 
of a fixed share, was an important principle in land owner
ship, periodic reallotment was a significant feature. Little 
remains in present day survivals, but written evidence 
records the system in working order in more primitive social 
environments up to the middle of last century. It seems to 
have been the first 'rúndale' feature to wilt before the 
advance of individualism.

It is important to distinguish between two typeB of 
periodic redividion, i.e. between that taking place on the 
'infield ' land and that on the 'outfield'. Both were 
practised contemporaneously.

The interval uetween reallotments varied on the 'infield' 
considerably. An annual change was frequent, according to 
Arthur Young, who at the end of the 18th. century remarked 
on the annual redistribution scheme called changedale,
"Which is every man changing his land every year" in Co.enAntrim near Ballymoney, and in the country about the(2)
Giant'B Causeway, as well as in the Castle Town Roohe

(3)district of Cork. A comparable scheme of 'morrowing dale'
survived on the meadow land in parts of Co.Londonderry until

(4)
recent years. In the Barony of Murrisk, Co. Mayo, an 1 2 3 4

(1) A. Young, Op.cit., Vol.I, p.215.
(2) Ibid., Vol.I, p.216.
(3) Ibid., Vol.II, p.13.
(4) App. B.Ill., No.6.
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annual division in 1825 is suggested by the report "that the
partners have no fixed interest in the common land; they
cannot even tell what proportion of it they may have next

(1)year" ; and to add to the intricacy of the process "the
arable farm is divided into lots, even including the cabbin.
It may occur that a man changes his habitations and his
cornfields, his potato patches, and his pasture ground all(2)
to situations remote to each other." In Donegal at the 
beginning of the 19th. century redivision annually seemed 
to be typical according to Y/akefield's statement that "through 
all that country, which is let according to the village system, 
the course pursued must be the same, and as the fields pass 
from one hand to another every year, no occupier takes the

(3)least pains to ameliorate the land." The sane custom
prevailed into the middle of the 19th, century on the land
about Strokestown, Co.Roscommon, where "the tenants not
knowing the portion of ground they are to have the succeeding

(4)
year, do not pay the attention to it they should." In
Fermanagh in 1844, the Devon Commissioners reported that

was
"the rundale system/always sure to bring on litigations and
quarrels. Every year they have a change, and that change was

(3)
too apt to bring on little jealousies." Finally Rathlin 
was familiar with the same cycle in 1834. "Here every town-

(1) Poor Law Inquiry, 1835. App. F, p.146.
(2) Poor Law Inquiry, 1855, App. F, p.146.
(3) E.Wakefield,"An Anotinant of Ireland, statistical and

political" , 1812, Vol.I., p.372„
(4) Devon Commission, Vol.II, p.346«
(5) Ibid., Vol.II, p.129.



77

land is every year divided into lots of one to each family,
bearing different denominationb , each family is then supplied

(1)by the casting of lots, with one of the portions"» This
(2)

was still the rule in 1907.
Though the annual change seems to have been most common,

two or three year intervals were frequently the custom. Thus
"in several of the districts of Erris and Achill they had a
continual change of land every second or third year. There
were two or three looked on as heads or chiefs, and every-

(3)
thing was under their directions". In the Mullet, in the
same county, in 1836, Knight referred to a similar plan:" In
the tillage, lots are cast every third year for the number
of ridges each person is entitled to, after the usual

(4 )
rotation is over." A biennial scheme also typfied the

(5)
neighbouring Killala district about the same time; while

oin the Parish of Spiddle, Co.Galway, a change every two or(6)
three years was operative. In other districts there was 
ample evidence of former reallotments, but no specific cycle 
was suggested. Tory Island, for example, was held in 1844 
in"the old rundale tenure by virtue of which each individual

(1} O.S. MSS., Rathlin, Box 15.
(2) Royal Commission on Congestion in Ireland, Report VIII,
(3) "Devon Commission", Vol.II, p.441. (page 145.
(4) P.Knight, "Erris in the Irish Highlands" 1836, p.46.
(5) EDevon Commission", Vol.I, p.154.
(6) Ibid., Vol.II, p.541.
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ent possession of a separate part." In Kilkenny too, it
was noted the division of land among the tenants was contin-

(2)
ually changing.

In the 17th. century, acoording to Davies’ report,
redivision could occur on the death of any member of the 

(3)
sept; while other sources of the period found this
gavelling process taking place at the death of a head of a(4)
family, or even by the head of a family before death.

There were analogous schemes practised within a wider
(5) (6) (7)

area. In parts of Invernessshire, Roxburgh, and Argyll,
lots were cast for ’infield* ground until the late 18th,
century; in Aberdeenshire the custom persisted until more

(8 )
recent times, while in the Outer Hebrides survivals were

*(9)noted in the late 19th. century. On the continent, in 
Spain and Portugal and islands off North-west France

(9)
variations from one to a ten year scheme were frequent.
Norway had an annual redivision oalled ’Aarbyte or Aarkast*(10
until the 19th. century; in the elevated land about Treves 1 * 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

(1) E.Getty, "Tory Island, its History & Antiquities", Ulster 
Journal of Archaedogy, 1845, Vol.I,

(2} Poor Law Inquiry, 18S5,App.F„, p.154.
(3) Sir John Davies,"A Discovery of the true causes why

Ireland was never subdued" , 1612.
(4) Vallancey/'Collectanea De Rebus Hiberniois",Vol.I,No.Ill,
(5) I.F.Grant,"A Social & Economic Development of (p.212.

Scotland", p.106.
(6) D.Coghlan,"The Ancient Land Tenures of Ireland,1903,p.53.
(7) W.F.Skene, Op.cit., Vol.III, p,380.
(8) I.F,Grant,"The ili^iland Openfield System",Op.cit. ,p.481. 

*(9J W.F.Skene, Op.oit., Vol.III, p.360.
(9) S.Harris,"Some Notes on Held Systems",Op.oit.,pp.81-96,
(10) Magnus Olsen, Op.cit., p.49.

has a proportion of every kind of land, but no one a perman-
( 1 )
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it was still in evidence in 1690; in Prussia a periodic 
lottery continued into the 18th. centuiy while in loweiz
annual redistribution persisted until the 19th. century.
The English three-field system had similar practices.

On the »outfield’ lands the frequency of division varied
greatly from district to district. In Meath intake land was(2)
cultivated for four years before reallotment of new land;
but in other parts there were variations from one to three
years and more. In Scotland the most common cycle was a
three year one, though croppings for four and five years
were lmown before dividing additional land. In Spain and
Portugal ’outfield’ was, as a rule, allotted annually, but

(3)
six and even 20 year intervals were known.

The frequency of redistribution depended solely on the 
natural fertility of the ground to be broken in, and the 
extent of 'outfield’ land available. But reasons for the 
variations on the ’infield’ are problematic, A local priest 
in Co. Mayo, gave the following explanation to the Devon 
Commissioners in 1845: " A change takes place every two
years owing to their mode of tillage, which is very singular. 
They grow the crops in very wide ridges, which are formed 
into inclined planes, one side of the ridge being two or 
three feet higher than the other. The seed is spread on 
the ridge, and it is covered from a furrow always dug from 1 2 3

(1) D.Coghlan, Op.cit., pp.53 - 55.
(2) T.Thompson, Op.cit., p,73.
(3) S«Harris, "Some Notes on Field Systems," Op.oit,, p,95„

( 1 )
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the high side, so that each year the mould of the field is
moved by the breadth of a furrow, or about 18”, from one
side of the field to the other. Hence the necessity for a

(1)change every two years." A county surveyor gave similar
evidence at the same date for Achill Island, reporting that
"they continued tilling the same space. They are all inclined
planes, and they take a little from a higher side, and add a
little lower down. That gives a shift to the land, and to

(2)
regulate that they make exchanges". Knight recorded
similar treatment in the LSullet. It is of interest that the
same conditions are duplicated in the present Faroe "Reina-
velta” system, by which, "when the process is oomplete the
field has 'moved' about a foot....Corn is grown, then hay
is raised for several seasons, and then the process of
cultivation is repeated, so that in a number of stages over
a two or three years' period, the field is completely

(3)renewed". It has not been recorded whether periodic 
reallotment was a Faroese custom«

There have been other suggestions. In Western Spain a 
redistribution every six years was carried out, to inolude

(4)
the newly marxied and strangers in the lands of the community, 
a principle similar to that involved in the former gaveiling 
of the fine in Davies' day. In another region in Spain a 1 * 3 4

(1) "Devon Commission", Void, p0154,
(2 Ibid., Vol. II, P.441.
(3) Kenneth Williamson, Op.cit., p.56.
(4) S.Harrie, "Some Notes on Field Systems," Op.oit,, p.94.
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order that they should not acquire the character of a per
il)petual right, lest the land lose its communal nature.

In Go„Kerry land was reallotted to each man according to his
(2)

circumstances on each particular year.
Prom these suggestions it is difficult to invoke any

specific reasons for periodic redistribution; but it is
aapparent that it was a scheme evolved in/inore primitive

social environment, in which the principles of ownership
were largely based on the idea of the right to the usufruct

•
of land, rather than on absolute ownership. It was a simple 
device for ensuring a measure of equality between holders 
over a period, and for making adjustments in holdings accord
ing to the vagaries of population. The frequency seems to 
have depended, especially in later days, on the rotation 
followed. One witness gave an example of a biennial scheme, 

by which lots were cast every third year, after a rotation of
1. potatoes, 2, barley or oats, 3 new lots drawn for potato

(3)
ground again, etc. Presumably another crop would have 

entailed a three year reallotment period, or a single cropping 
scheme would have resulted in an animal change. But it is 
difficult to explain the predominance of the annual change 
in the 19th„ century, considering that the coimion small 
holding rotation was a two year one0 1 2 3

fresh distribution of the strips was made every ten years, in

(1) S.Harrie, "Some Notes on Held Systems," Op.cit,,pe95.
(2) "Devon Commission", Vol.II, p 034,
(3) P.Knight, Op.cit., p046.
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The lottery details were interesting. In Kilkenny when 
the tillage had been divided into shares or 'lochs’, scatter
ed according to quality, the holders prepared lots by 
enveloping well marked sticks, stones or other tokens in 
balls of clay. A child usually was called upon to place
each ball on a plot belonging to each share. In this way

(1)each man's holding was determined. In Westmeath in the 
17th. century when the process of measuring with ropes the 
shares to be assigned to each plou^i was over, they had a
trial balot "not to be tied up to each lot, but only to try
how

/the lots would light." Then the partners in each plough,
having agreed on a token - "it may be a small stick another
a pebble stone, a third perhaps a scrap of iron, a fourth
a shred of cloath or rag, or a flower, etc." - placed it
with the other lots into a hat. "This done they call a
child or stranger, and he takes out any of these and places
it on the first (share), then another on the seoond, etc,,
and thus every man comes to know the lot or share of his

(2)
plough." Except for slight variations in detail this 
rountine was fairly uniform throughout the country, and in 
almost every case 'a child' was the central personality.
In other countries the scheme was somewhat similar in prin
ciple« In Spain, where the ballot was more ceremonial, a

(1) W.Tight, Op ,cit., p.419.
(2) Sir Henry Piers, Op.cit., p.117.
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piece of paper was provided for each 'labransa' (share) and
on it was written the name of the strips comprising it and
the names of the last occupiers„ The papers were mixed in a

(1)jug, and a boy drew the lots. It is notable that a
(2)

youth is still employed in Swedish meadow lotteries.

There were other less common ’runaale* features, which
were an outcome of special environmental conditions. On
coastal and river sites fishing rights were formerly held
jointly by partners in a ♦rundale* fashion. The Ordnance
Survey Valuations frequently refer to tovnlands along the
Bann where the salmon fishing rights were communally worked

in this way. This was also true on lands of the Antrim Estate,
on the North-East Antrim coast, where the salmon fisheries
at Torr, Cloney, Scaraban (Skerryban) and Glenarm were held
at the beginning of the 19th. century by small partnership

(3)
groups. limestone Quarries were exploited in the same way;
and along the same North-East coast, notably at Murlooh,
Glenarm, and Ballynagariy, groups of partners quarried the

(4)chalk outcrops jointly.

(3)
(4)

S.Harris, "Some Notes on Field Systems," Op.cit., p,90o 
Gabriel Nikander, "Allmendewasser Und - Wiese in Den 
Dorfechaften Von Schwedisch - Osterbotten," Folkin, 
1938, Vol.III, p ,249.

Rentals of the Antrim Estate(Antrim Esta»s Co.,Glenarm, 
Co,Antrim.) App. D I, p.

Ibid., P.
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The seaweed harvest was a factor of the same coastel 
locationo It was an indispensable source of manure, espec
ially where continuous crops were dragged from the soil; it

(1)served as fodder in cases of circumscribed grazing; and
eked out food supplies in the congested areas of the west(2)
during the last century. While 'rundale' lasted no
attempt was made to subdivide wrack beds, but latterly in
the west, the Congested Districts Board lias set off foreshore
lots, in such a way that the beds of one holding are in two

(3)
or three sectors of the foreshore.

Joint ownership of livestock continued into the 19th.
century, but the scant reference to it suggests that it
belonged to a former phase. Cases were known where ’’the very
animals were known to be quartered by a complex tenure," and

(4)
where several men were joined in the partnership of cows.
The same custom seems to have applied to moveable property,
and even to the dwellings, for we read of an instance where
"the arable farm is often divided into lots, even including
the cabbins. It may occur that a man changes his habitation,
and his cornfields.... and all to situations remote from

(5)each other."
The co-operative spirit which still pervades much of

(1) P.O'Neill, Op.cit,, p.55.
(2) Ibid.
(3) Information from Survey Branch of the Land Commission,

8, Clare Street, Dublin.
(4) Lord George Hill, Op.cit,, p.26.
(5) Poor Law Inquiry, App. P, 1835, p.146.
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our rural life - in ’ploughing matches', in ’morrowing’, 
or ’neighbouring’, in the communal gatherings at sheep 
shearing, turf-getting, or fencing - was more significant and 
necessary formerly. Communal ploughing, a necessity pro
bably from the firBt introduction of the heavy plough, 
continued until well into the 19thc century in many counties, 
and was closely bound up with the ’rúndale’ system,, The 
native heavy plough as well as requiring the usual traction 
of four horses, or oxen, needed three or four men in its 
operation - one to lead, one to hold the plough, and one and 
often two to hold down the beam to keep the Bole in the 
furlow. Co-operation was obviously necessary among the 
average small farmers before a plough could be equipped, or 
manned. This was the crucial factor behind the custom of
holding in partnership, a widespread feature of the 18th, and#
19th. centuries. Thus in Co.Kildare in 1807 it was recorded
that "the farms were frequently taken partnership, where

(1)
four or six men could furnish a horse each," In Co, 
Yfestmeath in 1672 the plough was the centre of the peasant 
or ’sculloge’ organisation and activity. Arable shares were 
set out according to the number of ploughs in the town, and 
in the ballot for shares they drew lots as ploughteams 
rather than as individuals; and "when the squabble about 
dividing was over they often fall by the ears again about

(1) T.J.Rawson,"A Statistical Survey of Co.Kildare,” 1807.
(2) Sir Henry Piers, Op.cit., p,118„ (p015.
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joining together or coupling to the plow, for sometimes two,
three or more will join together to plow, This they call
ooar6... and their customs hath provided for them, that they
may come before their landlord and demand from him their

(1)
coar or equal man, or helper to plough." Similar customs 
persisted in Roscommon until the 19th. century: "the co
partnerships which they have in their farms.... give frequent 
opportunities for indulging this litigious disposition, as 
well as numerous contentions about the number of horses with
which they plough, or the quantity of work done in the day

(2)
in what they call coire, that is co-partnership." In Co.
Clare the same 'pooling’ or 'ooaring' system, sometimes

(S)known as 'milling' was common; in North Antrim the four
horses of the plough team were pooled under the system of

(4)
'morrowing' o r ‘neighbour dealing'; holding in 'core' or
'coar' was typical of Permanagh until recent years, while
in Tyrone groups of tenants,we are told, joined together
with their horses for ploughing, each contributing an equal

(5)
quantity of hay which was put into one stack for the horses.
In Scotland the average number of partners ranged from four
to six, though in small arable pockets as few as two or three

(6)
would settle. In Ireland the theoretical number of co

il) Sit Henry Piers, Op.cit. p.118.
(2) W.Shaw Mason,"A Statistical & Paroohial Survey of Irelan®

1814, Vol.III, p o106.
(3) E.E.Evans,"Irish Heritage", 1942, pc88.
(4) Ibid.
(5) Appendix C.4.
(6) Arthur Gedues,"Conjoint Tenants & Tacksmen in The

Isle of Lewis, 1715-26." The Economic History Review, 
1948, Vol.I,, No.I,, p.54.
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partners seems to have been four in accordance with the 
standard four horses plough, but in fact numbers varied 
considerably, and increased rapidly in the 19th. century 
with increased population and subdivision of property. Thus 
the 18th. century would have been more ideal for the study 
of normal conditions of grouping, but scanty evidence makes 
this difficult.

With its intricate regulations, the openfield system 
could only have worked in former times by the guidance of an 
organising personality,though the breakdown of one communal 
feature after another inevitably obviated the need for such 
an official. Not long ago he still survived in Co .Mayo, 
where it was the practice to set townlands to four persons 
called 'heads of quarters *, who took in co-partners or

a)
occasionally farmed the quarter themselves. In Galway

(2)
the same custom was the rule. These heads of quarters
were the recognised organisers in agrarian affairs, acting
as accessors and judges in the distribution of land, and

(3)
collectors and apploters of the joint rent. Knights 
lengthy list of a headman's duties is an imposing one:
"he is deputed to cast the lots eveiy third year, and to 
arrange with the community what work is to be done during 
the year in fencing and probably reclaiming a new field, or 
for 'setting the bin' as it is called, i.e. the number of 1 2 3

(1) "Devon Commission", Vol.I, p.162.
(2) Ibid. Vol.II, p.538.
(3) P.Knight, Op.ait., p.47.
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heads of cattle of each kind... that is to be put on the
farm for the ensuing year.... the appointment of a herdsman
also for the whole village cattle.... he is the advisor of
the villagers, their spokesman on certain occasions, and a
general man or inference on many matters connected with the(1) (2)
village.” The 'King1 who held sway in Tory Island in 1844

I
and the ’Eaigh’, or 'Cannfiney' of the Mullet district in

(3)
Mayo, were similar officials, with duties somewhat

L analogous to those of the 'constable' of the crofter town-
(4)

ships in the Outer Hebrides, or of the 'birely man',
(5) (6)

'Overmaii', or 'maor*, who ruled 'runrig' affairs in Scotland. 
The Scottish tacksman had no counterpart in the Irish scheme. 
He combined the activities and duties of tenant and landlord, 
holding his scattered strips in the 'infield' as a tenant, 
and subletting land at the same time to undertenants who 
contributed their labour in part payment. The Irish Middle- 
man had affinities with the latter, and came on the scene 
at a similar late date. Both concurred In their function as 
land jobbers, interposed between owner and cultivator, but 
whereas the tacksman was important in the social sphere, the 1 2 3 4 5 6

(1) Ibid.
(2) C.Getty, Op.cit.
(3) PoKni^t, Op.cit., p.4?.
(4) "Heport of Her Majesty's Commissioners of The Inquiry

into The Conditions of the Crofters & Cottars in The 
Highlands and the Islands of Scot land'; 1884, App. A

(5) I.F.Grant /'Everyday Life on an Old (XCIX., p.466)
Highland Farm” , p.121.

(6) AoMcKerral, Op.cit., p.42.
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middleman was completely ingrossed by the profit motive, 
especially in the war years of 1785 - 18150

The unit of settlement and the social nucleus of the
'rúndale* system was the cluster of nucleated dwellings,
invariably known as 'clachan* in Londonderry and Antrim,

(1)'barrack' in Londonderry and Tyrone, and 'close' in Down.
In the Teelin district of Donegal it was called 'clibin';
by some old people in Glenfinn 'cladam': and in other(2)

districts of Donegal, 'claigean tighte', as well as other 
indiscriminate usages like 'nestling*, 'rookery', 'onset' 
'village' and 'town'.

I
It is apparent from the foregoing study of the social 

concomitants of 'rúndale', how clustered settlement was 
bound up with the system. The spilling over of the family 
into kindred groups and the subdivision of its lands, the 
community spirit and co-operative activity between members, 
especially in ploughing, involving considerable group organ 
isation, all tended toward close association. The settle
ment pattern of the 'rúndale' survivals examined was 
essentially grouped in every case, the truth of which is 
substantiated by abundant written evidence for a century 1 2

(1) O.S. MSS., Londonderry, Box 34.
(2) Very Rev.Peadar MacLoinsigh,"Rural Villages and the

Rúndale System." Journal of the Go.Donegal Histor
ical Society, Vol.I, No.2, 1948, p.117.
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or so ago. Wakefield apparently recognised the concomit
ance of 'rúndale* and village, recording in Mayo "a great 
part of tne county was let in the partnership or village

o )system", ana in Roscommon that "a large part of the list-
(2)

rict was let on leases, according to the village system".
In Kilkenny Tighe had the same opinion, and noted that "in
the hilly districts near Kilkenny town..... the inhabitants,
who generally live in scattered villages, hold in partner
ship." In Galway in the 18th. century similar evidence 
was apparent, for it was said that "the farms consist prin
cipally of large stock ones; the tillage is carried on by(4)
villagers who take the land in partnership." Another 
traveller in Donegal a century later wrote of one estate, 
that "the whole vast property was held in 'rúndale' - an 
extraordinary system. The tenants of each townland con
gregated in a cluster of wretched, filthy, dilapidated

(5)
cabbins, which disgraced the name of village." These 
examples, only a few of many recorded, leave little doubt as 
to the type of settlement accompanying the 'rúndale' system. 
It was not indeed the dispersed dwelling,typical of the 
present landscape. The 'ainzelhof' represents only a 
secondary aispereal, consequent on the break up of the

(1) E.V.akefield, Op.cit., p<,2l?l.
(2) I.Welcf , Op.cit., p.474.
(3) W.Tighe, Op.cit., p.418.
(4) A.Young, Op.cit., Vol.I., p.388.
(6) H.Coulter, "The West of Ireland", 1862, pp.292-293.
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openfield system and clachan, and was not originally a
typical feature, as Meitzen and others erroneously postulated.

Occasionally a group of nine or ten dwellings subsists,
but on the whole the clachans which remain are no indication
of their layout and nature a century ago. Historic sources
tell of clusters of thirty and forty houses 150 years ago,
in Donegal, which is said to have had 500 villages with an

(1)average of twenty or thirty families in each. In Galway,
less than a century ago, clusters of fifty houses were fre-(2)
quent along the coastal stretch from Spiddle to Galway, and
as recently as 1906 in another, district of the same county
there were over twenty little sub-hamlets, some of which had

(3)
as many as thirty and thirty-five dwellings. The Island
of Arran had villages in 1846, each having from nine to

(4)
fifty cottages. Elsewhere we read of occasional townlands
v/ith clachans of astonishing development. A 'town' in Cavan

(5)
had 50 families at a time: in Kerry another had a

(6 )
population of 422 people; while in Go.Clare two instances

i >
were recorded of towns with 120 and 200 houses respectively,

(7)
the latter of which "had formed entirely since the year 1775." 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

(1) J.McParlan,"A Statistical Survey of Go.Donegal", 1802.
(2) "Cowper Report",Vol.II., p.232. (p.64.
(3) Confidential Inspectors» Local Heports to The Congested

Districts Board of Ireland, Report IV(P.C.Townsend) 
1892, p048.

(4) Report of the Royal Commission on the Landlord of Ireland
Act, 1881, and the Purchase of Land(Ireland )Aot,1886. 
(Cowper Report) Vol.II, p.421.

(5) "Devon Commission" ,Vol.II,App.B. p.17.
(6) Royal Commission on Congestion in Ireland, Report VIII,
(7) W.S.Mason, Op.cit., Vol.I, p.485. (p031.
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The congested areas swarmed with similar populations until
the present century, the classic example being Menlough 
, * N (1)(fig„ 0 • ) a nucleus of 2000 inhabitants. On the other
side of the scale were the small groups which by reason of
their limited environmental opportunities, or late settlement,
never aspired to such heights. They were equally typical of
the 'rúndale* system. Meenclogh, Co.Donegal (fig. )
with the almost dispersed layout, and associated 'rúndale'
strips, is an instanceD Between these two extremes were other
clusters of intermediate size, all in various stages of
development, some with twenty, others with ten, and yet
others with five or six houses and as many families. Thus
there was nothing in the nature of an average clachan, due

to an inherent flexibility by which small groups, through
subdivision among heirs, were continually expanding. It
was the rapid increase of population in the 19th. century,
and the equally rapid subdivision of holdings, that created
the abnormal cluster conditions at that time.

In Scotland, the 'runrig' unit of settlement,though it
had the same flexibility, had never to accomodate populations
on the Irish scale - hence the average group of not more than

( 2)
& or 6 tenants. The same must have been equally typical 
in Ireland in the more normal conditions of the early 18th. 
century.

(1) T.C.Poster, "letters on the Condition of the People
of Ireland", 1846, p.292.

(2) Arthur Geddes, Op.cit., p.56*
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Though the clachan mi$it evolve to a size on a par with 
the English village, its layout lacked the organised pattern 
of the latter. The houses were bundled together without plan 
or order, sometimes crowded in close association (fig. 7. )
or loosely dispersed, with gables aligned to face the storms4
of the west; at others arranged with some semblance of regul

arity (fig. £ ) in rows that turned their back on the
cobbled ’street*. It is notable that in Kilkenny, Wicklow, 
Wexford and other parts of the south east, the clachan took 
on a more regular plan (fig. ^ ) in which the more orderly
lines of the courtyard farm layout, which predominates here, 
were evident. A typical Mayo village was thus described:
"The cottages look as if pitchforked to oneside ; some are 
placed sideways, some endways, some cornerways, and there is 
never a street; and the crooked passages in and out between 
the dunghills, and irregularly placed cottages form the ctal̂  
the only pathways. Their utter forlornness is pitiable."

Occasionally the clachan^if large enou^i, had a school 
and frequently a smithy, but there was little in the way of 
a centralising force like a village church, or inn, or even a 
shop. It was essentially a community bound together by 
kinship ties and co-operating in the ’rundale * way. Thus of 
the village of Menlow (Menlough) with its 2000 inhabitants, 
it was pointed out that"there is no church or chapel or

(1) T„GoFoster, Op.cit., p.29£.
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schoolmaster, or doctor, and no magistrate! The way through
the village is the most crooked as well as the most narrow and
dirty lane that can be conceived. There is no row of houseB,
or anything approaching a row, but each cottage is stuck
independently by itself, and always at an acute, obtuse or
right angle to the next cottage, as the case may be. The
irregularity is curious; there are no two cottages placed in
a line, or of the same size, dimensions or build. As this is
the largest village I ever saw, so it is the poorest, the worst

built and most strangely irregular and .most completely without
head or centre, or market or church or school of any village
I ever was in. It is an overgrown democracy. No man is better
or richer than his neighbour. It is in fact, an Irish rúndale

(1)village.n
Shelter has been suggested as one of the aims of such 

confusion; but it seems probable that the haphazard layout 
was inherent in the 'rúndale’ system itself, resulting from 
the way in which a large cluster could evolve from a house or 
two, by throwing up, in a piecemeal fashion, additional dwell
ings to house the increased population.

It has already been pointed out that traces of open field 
systems have been noted where the term 'rúndale• had never been 
known. Numerous references have also been made in statistical

(1) T.CoPoster, Op.cit,, pp.292 -293.
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accounts and other historical sources to partnership and
joint tenancy systems, which were likewise associated with
openfield features. It is necessary therefore to understand
the nature of the relationship between these different
schemes and the ’rúndale* system, and to determine if the

difference is one of system or of terminology.
Por the sake of brevity let me recall the conclusions

(1)of a former work on the same problem. 1’he terms joint 
tenancy, partnership and 'rúndale' seem to have been used

I synonomously by various writers and witnesses of the late
I 18th. and 19th. centuries to describe a system embodying the
numerous social features set out above. The difference of

/red
nomenclature is due in large to the fact that each term refer- 
to a different aspect of the one system. Whereas 'rúndale* 
implied, the field layout, with its strips, balkg, 'infield', 
'outfield', etc., the word partnership applied to the actual 
group of partners - frequently called a 'knot' or 'coar'; 
while joint tenancy pointed more to the legal aspects and 
obligations involved in such a way of holding. Joint tenants 
were in fact the same as partners. Where the 'rúndale* ties 
in time decayed and the joint tenants came to hold in sever
alty, this fact is invariably mentioned in sources of evidence 
to prevent ambiguity. Many other synonymous tenue were used, 
though less frequently. In Mayo they had 'runridge* and 1

(1) D.McCourt /'Rúndale & its Social Concomitants", M.A.fhesis 
in Queen's University Library, 1947, pp 78 - 81.
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and 'runrig', and in Galway 'running-dale*; Donegal had 
'run and Dale' and the 'cross holding' system; while in 
Fermanagh holding in partnership, or 'stock', was common.
All of these terms have been accepted as the equivalent of 
'rúndale' for purposes of plotting distributions in this 
work«,

From this analysis of the former social relations of the 
'rúndale' system the reconstruction of a working example, 
in an epoch before innovations ousted the more primitive 
features, is possible» Though in later ds$r s the word 'system' 
was inapplicable, a century and a half or more ago, minute 
regulation , highly geared by custom, was the mainspring of 
achievement. When the tillage shares for the following year
had been marked out in the 'infield' in accordance with the

andnumber of ploughs in the town, /the intricate process of 
reallotting land to the satisfaction of all had been com
pleted, the formation of co-partners into coars for the 
task of ploughing up the stubble followed» Then in March, 
in coastal sites, almost on top of the spring sowing came 
the season for gathering the wrack from the foreshore, to 
the accompaniment of much hustling activity and keen rivalry» 
Almost immediately afterwards followed the long drive wixh 
the stock to the hills, or the shorter trip to the broad 
lake strands where gracing was attainable at a distance
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from the growing crops. The first of May brought the 
customary season for turf setting, undertaken usually by 
those living in the summer 'booleys'. On the 12th. of July 
the meadow inearings were tramped out, mowing was begun, and 
the hay crop saved soon after; then the harvest followed, 
and the recognised last day for having the crops off the 
strips, before the stubble and after-grass were thrown open 
to the migrant stock on their return at Hallowe'en. Add to 
all this activity the adjustment of communal rights and 
soumings, and the tempo of life under the old scheme is 
apparent, later days brought a gradual decay, so that 

survivals showed only a shadow of the old order. Many indeed 
were of no great age, and having developed v/hen the sgetem 
was on the way out, probably never knew the more primitive 
features; but others in their isolation escaped the forces 
of social change, and preserved the customs and practices 
of a venerable age.

To such well-geared cohesion the word system applies, 
though not in the sense of homogeneity. What has been des
cribed is only an ideal. What we had in fact were numerous 
variations with time and place - 'infield' and 'outfield' 
features here, 'infield' only there, and in other examples 
purely 'outfield' cultivation. In some oases primitive 
tranhumance practices and redistribution features persisted, 
in others they were no longer part of the social scheme.
The one essential feature was the waste appurtenance,
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which by necessity was always a concomitant if livestock 
were to be part of the economy.

The drawbacKs of the 'rúndale' system have been 
emphasised by every writer on the subject. It was easy 
to condemn it. The restraints on good husbandry were 
numerous ; balks and undrained swamp encroached on the 
arable area; the winter commonage long precluded the intro
duction of root crops and clover; harvests were sporadic in 
yield, while the stock was intermittently in a state of 
starvation through lack of winter fodder. The other draw
backs were no less serious - poverty and indolence, and the 
life in clusters which "so much tended to the spread of 
fever and otner infectious diseases, in addition to which 
the women's time was taken up in wrangling and scolding,
the packed state of the little community affording copious

(1)sources of civil war."
But 'rúndale* had its happier side - an extravagant 

exchange of good services, the communal ties of work and 
the community spirit in play, and the social evenings of 
winter, all of which pervade rural customs stillo

(1) Lord George Hill, Op.oit,, p„
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CHAPTER III.

Regional Analyses.
Por detailed analysis of the social structure of 

'rundale’ the townland is the most suitable field for study; 
but for comparative study, for the presentation of distri
bution patterns and their interpretation, and for historical 
analysis, regional study if essential. Por this purpose 
three regions have been chosen in Northern Ireland, in 
Antrim, Armagh and Londonderry.

The latter region for the most part occupies all of 
Co *Londonderry, except for the Poyle Basin. It is bounded 
on the east by the River Bann and on the south by the Tyrone 
border. The north-west bounds are denoted by an arbitrary 
north to south line, representing the limits of field work 
in that direction. In the south-west this line has been 
distorted to reach wedge-like across the Sperrin watershed 
into Tyrone, in order to sample conditions, for comparative 
purposes, in that direction.

The high spinal ridge of the Sperrins traverses the re
gion in a great arc, which after following a north-south 
course, sweeps west just north of Tobermore to reach its 
greatest heights in the smooth ice-moulded ranges of Mull- 
aghash 1581», Sawel 2240», Mullaghologh 2085», and 
Mullaghaneany 2070'. The Northern Sperrins drop westwards 
by an abrupt escarpment to the valley of the Hoe and the
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wide flats about its mouth in Myroe and Magilligan. East
wards the land falls away more gradually to the valley of 
the Bann. The Western Sperrins slope northwards to the 
Faughan and Foyle depression: to the south east they merge 
with the Sixtowns 400 ' peneplain and the 700 ’ Tyrone Pene
plain, the latter of which stretches as flat peat bog, to 
where it iB bisected in the south by a ridge culminating in 
Slieve Gallion and Fir Mountain. Between the salient feat
ures of the latter and the Sperrins the Omagh-Draperstown 
corridor, an offshoot of the Bann depression, intrudes, 
rising imperceptibly to the north-west and the south-west, 
where it merges with the Sixtowns peneplain. Beyond Drapers- 
town and Slieve Gallion the gradual gradient to the Iou$i

byNeagh Lowlands is broken only/the ktoneymore-Desertmartin 
gap, cut^b^ former glacial waters overflowing into’Lake 
Moyola.’

The whole Sperrin Region is interlaced with deep, 
glacially modified, river glens. From the Moyola Valley, 
Glengomna, Glenshane, Altaclacky Glen and others penetrate 
finger-like the uplands to the north and south,» In the 
west the great gash of Gienelly readies far into the Sperrin 
rampart, almost breaching the col which separates it from 
glengomnaj the headwaters of the Paughan, Owenrigh, Glenedra, 
Altnaheglish and Finglan pierce the Sperrin flanks in the 
north, prolonging settlement far into the mountains.

(1) JcK.Charlesworth, "Some Observations on the Glaciation of North-East Ireland" P,E.I.A.Vol,XLV,Seot„B.No,11,
p.£74.
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Topography is closely related to geology. The line of 
the basalt escarpment which rests on Chalk, lias and Trias, 
cuts the Sperrins geologically into two contrasting regions.
It runs in a north-south direction, rou^ily from Magilligan 
to the headwaters of the Roe, whence the boundary of the 
basalt, no longer identified with an escarpment, swings south
east following a line roughly joining Maghera, Magherafelt, 
Desertmartin and Moneymore. To the east the Northern 
Sperrins and the whole stretch sloping to the Barm are under
lain with Antrim Basalts. To the west of the scarp, the 
bedrock which gives rise to the higher peaks of the Western 
Sperrins is schist: chloritic schists coincide with the sharp 
rise to the 700' Tyrone peneplain whioh is underlain over its
whole extent by similar metamorphosed igneous rocks. Further

( 1)south the various rocks of the "Tyrone Igneous Series", 
oapped by Cretaceous and Tertiary strats, impart a stern and 
rugged character to the raised domes of Slieve Gallion and 
Fir Mountain. A thrust fault bearing north-east to south
west - a continuation of the Northern Boundary Fault of (2)
Scotland - marks the northern edge of the Omagh-Draperstown 
corridor, which is underlain with Carboniferous sandstones 
and shales as far as the flanks of the Sperrins in the North 
and of Slieve Gallion in the south. The same rooks coincide 
with the Moyola lowlands as far east as the basalt edge,

(1) J.J.Hartley, "The Geology of North East Tyrone & the
adjacent parts of Co.Londonderry, P.R.I.A. Vol.XII,1933.

(2) Ibid.
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and. are almost continuous with similar Carboniferous ltyers, 
underlying the greater part of the Hoe valley.

The whole region has been heavily glaciated. Donegal 
ice, during maximum glaciation, overrode the Sperrins and 
Clieve Gallion, leaving in retreat a thick mantle of drift 
that spreads north to the Doyle. All the deep glens, once 
the sites of a series of marginal lakes, are mantled up to 
heights of 1200' in thick spreads of lucustrine sands and 
gravels, swept from the ice by former melt water streams, or 
dumped by overflow waters from high lakes to those at lower 
levels. Great deltaic and terracic deposits, formed in this 
way, flank the valleys which radiate from the Sperrins in all 
directions« Upper Glenelly is choked with these sands and 
gravels, raised into terracic mounas; they also swathe the 
valley sides of the ;aughan, the Glenedra,Benady, Altnaheglish, 
etc., attracting settlement in tongues along the glens. A 
veneer of sands and gravels, often gathered into deltas in 

the region of the former intake channels, is a feature of the 
whole Upper lioyola Valley, forming a terrace along the South
ern edge of the Six-towns peneplain. Skirting both sides of 
this corridor are numerous morainic mounds and ridges, To 
the north, the hummocky line of the "Booly Hills’' extends 
for over a mile along the eastern face of Slievavaddy, while 
the Crockandun Hills skirt the southern edge, swinging across 
breaks in the ranges. Both represent lateral moraines, dumped 
in the retreat of the Tyrone glacier which overwhelmed this
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region. Similar morainic features, formed in the retreat 
of the same glacier, are strung in crescentic ridges across 
the whole 700' peneplain surface, holding up the drainage in 
the gap between H r  Mountain and Slieve Gallion to form Lough 
Fea and the other loughs of Ballybriest.

Over the low country between the Sperrins and the Bann 
the drift has been piled up by the advance of Scottish ice, 
in the form of drumlins, which are especially thick south
east of Swatragh and Kaghera, and between Lough Neagh and 
Moneymore. Fluvioglacial sand and gravel spreads, left by 
the melting ice, mantle great areas along the Bann Valley and 
the Lower course of the Moyola, linking up with similar de
posits west of Lough Neagh in Tyrone. They cover an even 
larger area, but peat bogs and alluvium spreads along the 
Bann, and the Moyola east of Tobermore , mask these deposits. 

The sand tracts of liagilligan and Myroe may represent
the re-sorted moraine of the Scottish ice lobe that stood off(1)the north coast.

Tt>r analysis purposes four sub-regions have been dis
tinguished :

(a) The North-west Sperrin Region,
(b) The Moyola - Lough Neagh BaBin,
(c) The North-east Sperrin Region,
(d) The Glenelly Valley. 1

(1) J.K.Chariesworth, ‘’The Glacial Geology of the North-West 
of Ireland«, P.R.I.A., 1924, Vol.XXVI, p.298.
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The North-West Sperrin Region consists essentially of 
the valley of the Hoe, with its deep tributary glens the 
Owenreagh and Owenbeg, as well as the upper reaches of the 
J’aughan and Glenrandal Valleys. The present settlement 
pattern is one of dispersion, either in an even film, or in 
alignments along the glacial terraces or the roads following 
them. The single homestead is everywhere the dominant feat
ure. But there are traces of another scheme, the vestige of 
an older order. Little settlement groups or "clachans" cling 
to backward sites in the valley recesses, decreasing in density 
towards the Roe lowlands. On the distribution map (diag. ) 
a twofold division has been distinguished between those which 
developed to the typical 19th. century clusters, of at least 
ten houses, and those which did not evolve to such proportions, 
but had essentially the same social structure. The resulting 
distribution pattern is a purely residual one.

The number of clusters in the former more significant
scheme can be deduced from the 1832 0oS, sheets, from earlier

(1)Diaps, especially Sampson's map of 1814, from historical 
sources and from local tradition, which invariably antedates 
the first Ordnance Survey, Thus in the 24 townlands of the 
Glenrandel - Faughan district traces of five larger and four - 
teen smaller groups survive; the 1832 O.S. certifies the 1

(1) G.V.Sampson, Map of Co.Londonderry, 1814, (P.R.O.N.I.)
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former existence of nine more of the larger type, and seven
more of the smaller, giving a total distribution of 25
clusters«, This can be further augmented by Sampson, who
mapped clusters which had disappeared in 1822, in Straid,
Eden, and Ivtoneyhogan townlands, though their exact location
is a matter of speculation due to his mapping inaccuracies.
In audition, tradition tells of clachans in Gilky and Lear
townlands in the early 19th. century, and of their early
break up and migration of tenants before the first Ordnance

(1)Survey. The net result of all sources gives a total of 
40 clusters in the 24 townlands of the district, or an aver
age of 1.6 per townland. The typical scheme, however, was 
one nucleus for every townland, with occasional variations 
up to four in number, as in Altaghoney townland with its 
four little groups, or Bailyrory whioh had three.

Similar evidence is characteristic of the Owenrigh, 
Owenbeg and Benady Glen district, where traces of 12 large 
groups, and 12 smaller ones survive, ibur more of the former 
and six of the latter existed in 1822j while earlier in the 
century, according to Sampson, there were still others in 
Owenbeg, Derryohrier, Carnanbane, Magheramore, Knockan, 
Drumcovit and Ovil townlands, which had gone by the boards 
in 1822. In addition, in Streeve townland a small cluster 
followed a course of evolution and devolution in the short

(1) Appendix B, l.o.VI
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span since 1852. Thus for the 52 townlands of this sub-
region, a total scheme in 1852 of 57 settlement groups was
evident, giving an average of just over one nucleus per town-
land. The low figure is doubtless due to the early wasting
of clachans in the lowland region of early improvement about
Dungiven, as Sampson's map illustrates. The average was
higher in the tributary valleys. In the Benady Glen there
were 14 groups for 12 townlanos (three of which consisted
almost entirely of mountain) resulting in an average for the
nine settled townlands of 1,6 per townland, though as many
as four could occur as in Cluntygeeragh townland. This
former predominance of nucleated settlement is substantiated
by an early 19th. century source, which noted that "the Irish
of Dungiven Parish, especially in Benada Glen, always build

(1)their houses together in clachans or hamlets".
In the middle Hoe Valley the overall average¿considering 

all sources of evidence, was 1.2 per townland , with the 
western valley side showing a high average of 1.6, due to 
concentrations in the tributary valleys of the Bovevagh and 
other rivers. On this side of the Roe 18 olaohans, including 
both types, can still be traced, to which may be added five 
more which have disappeared since 1852, and five other groups 
certified by Sampson in Flanders, Derryleeke, Derryard and 
Garrick townlands, giving a total of 28 clusters for 17 
townlands; there were six of these in Bovevagh townland

(1) O.S.fcKS. Co.Londonderry, Box. 39.
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alone. On the eastern valley side, in 24 townlands traces 
of 11 clusters of both types are apparent, while 11 more were 
in existence in 1852. These were for the most part distribut
ed in the Gelvin river valley, or high up on the Sperrin 
flanks, away from the Roe lowlands, which seem to have been 
cleared of "clachana" at an early date* Sampson's map helps 
to augment the distribution Scheme in the vicinity of the 
Roe on both flanks.

In the Myroe district of the Lower Roe Valley a total 
of 23 "clachans" for 20 townlands gives again an average of 
¿ust over one "clachan" per townland. Traces of ten of these, 
including both types, still existj ten more disappeared in
the interval since 1832; while it would appear from Sampson's

and
map that three more existed in Ballyhenry, Crindle,/Carrow- 
clare at an earlier date. On the same side of the river in 
the Limavady district, traces of ten large and three smaller 
"olachans" are still evident, and four more were swept away 
since the first O.S. The resulting total of 17 for the 24 
townlands is a small one, and reflects the early improved 
state of the district consequent to impulses emanating from 
Limavady. Historic sources attest the former predominance 
of "clachan" settlement in this district, Sampson's map 
suggests former groups in the townlands of fully, Mulkeeragh 
and Moneyrannel, though the exaot sites are difficult to

(1) (3)locate; while 17th. and 18th. century surveys of the
(1) "The Manor of Newtownlemavady,Wm.Connolly,Esq.,Lord of

the Manor, Surveyed Anno MDCVC VIIII."
(2) "A Map of the Manor of Kewtownlemavady in Co.Londonderry,

surveyed 1782, by Patt, Roe."
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"Manor of Newtownlemavady" bring to light other email clachane 
in the townlands of Mullagh, Lrumrane, largy, Drumraighland, 
Carlaragh and Sesnagh, which had disappeared by the 19th. 
century. Thus the distribution is extended considerably, and 
a total of 28 "clachans" is derived for the 24 townlands of 
the district.

On the eastern side of the Lower Roe, in 81 townlands 
the total number of "clachans", large and small, can be 
estimated from the 1832 O.S. and from survivals at 57, of 
which there are still traces of almost forty. These are con
centrated for the most part in the upper reaches of the
tributary valleys of the Castle, Iynn, and Curly rivers,

«
leaving a great gap in the distribution pattern along the 
Roe Valley townlands north and south of Limavady. From 
Sampson 13 more clusters can ue deduced, nine of which lay on 
this lowland stretch in the townlands of Shanvey, Ballycastle, 
Corbulliom, Rathbradymore, Carran, Ardgarvan, Ballyliagry and 
Ballynahery. The 18th. century Survey of the manor of 
Limavady records additional small clusters in the lowland 
townlands of Streeve and 3iagh townlands. Thus in fact the 
distribution gap in the Roe Valley w&s not original, but a 
consequence of early social change, which broke up the former 
predominant "clachon" scheme.

In the Magilligan district the social hiatus, which 
antedated the first Ordnance Survey, was severe. Traces of 
only one large and three small clusters survive well up on
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the marginal land of the mountain country. The extensive
sand flats revealed, no evidence either in the present
or in 1832, hut Sampson recorded group settlement here on at
least 20 sites, i.e. on every townland of this sandy tract;
this is substantiated by tradition, notably in Ballyleighery,

(1)Duncrun, Drumnahay and Oughtmoyle townlands.
There is little evidence then, speaking for the whole 

North-west Sperrin region, of a former settlement pattern 
of "einzel hofe", and little doubt that the "clachan'1 was then 
the predominant feature. In 242 townlands according to inform 
-ation from all sources of evidence, there was a correspond
ing total of 271 "clachans" , giving an average per townland of
1.1« Decay had already set in by the 18th. century in the 
vicinity of the Hoe, so that for cany of the lowland townlande 
about Idmavady and Dungiven no equivalent evidence of cluster
settlement was forthcoming. In addition, near Limavady eight(2)
groups in existence in 1782 had disappeared by 1832, and 
could not be identified in Sampson’s map of the early 19th. 
century. This lat ,er source also certified the former 
presence of more than 40, which had similarly been cleared 
away by the first Ordnance Survey. The majority persisted 
however into the 19th. century, though by the present oentuiy 
their numbers had been halved again. Where they survive 
they cling in modified form to backwater sites. 1 2

(1) App. Bdl, Kos. 2 & 6.
(2) "A Map of the Manor of Newtownlemavady in Go.Londonderry*

surveyed 1782 by Patt. Hoe.*1



no

The North-east Sperrin region coincides with the area 
drained by the Agivey, Macosquin and Aghadowey rivers.
Though dispersal is the rule nucleated settlement lingers 
to a remarkable degree. In 193 townlands traces of 81 large 
and 57 small clusters survive, while only 18, including both 
types, have disappeared since the 1822 survey. The pattern 
is not ably incomplete in the country about Coleraine, and 
as far South as the confluence of the Maoosquin river with 
the Bann; along the Agivey Valley, west of Garvagh, and in 
the peneplain drained by its upper tributaries the Ashlama- 
duff, Pormil and Glenullin Water the sparsity is equally 
marked. Both areas had apparently been improved by 1852, 
the latter probably under the Beresford lease, which ter
minated in 1840. Sampson bridges the gap in part, facilit
ating a reconstruction of the groups which had been swept 
away between 1814 and 1832. His map augnents the number of 
clusters in the region giving an overall total of some 200 
groups for the 193 townlands, or just over one per townland. 
The resulting pattern presents a fairly ubiquitous scheme 
of "clachans” in the 12th. century, and illustrates the 
limited extent of the social change in the previous century, 
Contemporary written sources substantiate this evidence.
On the Clothworkers’ Estates, which cover almost all the 
territory north of a line joining the Upper Macosquin river 
with Coleraine, we read in 1838, that "the farm houses and 
outbuildings on the greater part of the farms are built in
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clusters, and greatly and most inconveniently mixed": in
1840 it v/as again noted that "the near neighbourhood of the 
houses is not found to produce a corresponding close intimacy 
in the occupiers, their children quarrel, their pigs and
cattle and poultry all at some time or other do mutual injury,(2)
and create dissention." On the Iron Kongers’ Estates,
covering nearly 50 townlands in scattered lots further south,
it similarly was noted about the same time that "the houses
are most wretched on the estate, huddled together in clusters
without the slightest attention to plan or arrangement, and
from intermixture of the different buildings forming a most

(3)
fruitful source of quarrels".

The Moyola - lough Neagh basin lies immediately to the 
south, comprising the whole lowland area south of Kilrea 
between the Sperrins and North-west Lough Neagh, and including 
the Sixtowns peneplain ana Slieve Gallion regions. Clachane 
persist side by side with dispersed farmsteads to such an 
extent, that in the 318 townlands comprising the region, 
traces of 259 clusters of both types exist. To this number 
83 more groups can be added, which have disappeared since 
1832, giving a former total of 342, or roughly one cluster 
per townland. But the distribution pattern is not homogeneous,

(1 )

(1) "Second report of E.Oseland,on the Clothworkers’Estate,
1838",(Merchant Taylors’Company’s Irish Heoords.

(2) Bä.Driver,"Survey of The Manor of (P.R.O.N.I.)
Clothworkers in the Parishes of Kilowen,Dunboe and 
Macosquin,” 1840. P.E.O.N.I.

(3) "Report of a Deputation appointed by a Special General
Court of the Iron Mongers’ Company, 14th.May,1841,p.8.
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In the Slieve Gallion - Sixtowns district, consisting of 81 
townlands, a total of 68 "ciadiana'' gives an average of .8 per 
townland; while in the whole region south of the Moyola River, 
with a total of 126 "ciadiane" in 193 townlands, the average 
drops to ,6 clusters per townland. North of the Moyola an 
average of nearly two is attained, while in certain localities 
within this region, notably between the Clady, and the Moyola 
rivers, average densities are almost as high again.

The histories of the different London Companies are an 
important determining factor of such variations. After the 
restoration settlement they resigned the management of their 
lands to middlemen on terminable leases, and as these fell in 
the Companies resumed management by agents in the 19th. century. 
One of the first to resume activities was the Drapers’ Company, 
when the^middleman's lease, held by the Rowley family, expired 
in 181?. To their early improvements we oati attribute the 
clearance of considerable "clachan" settlement by 1832, and 
the low densities over their territories, which lay for the 
most part south of the Moyola river in the parishes of 
Ballinaecreen, Blilcronaghan, Deeertmartin, Desertlynn, and 
Ardboe« This explains the low average per townland in the 
Sixtowns-Slieve Gallion Region, where the Drapers held 
extensive landB.

The Salters' Company was the other great landowner 1

(1) O.S.MSS. Co.Londonderry, Parishes of Desertlynn and 
Desertraartin, Box.37«
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south of the Moyola, and though it did not regain possession
(1)from Sir Thomas Bateson until 1853, Btrong English and 

Scottish plantations made this territory one of early improve
ment; hence the relatively low density of "clachans" on these 
lands. In addition the Church held the whole of the Sixtowns, 
an extensive tract about Lough Pea, and several townlands about 
Desertmartin and in the extreme south of the oounty along the 
Ballmderry River, all of which were let out to middlemen. 
Though "clacnans" tended to cling longer to the mountain 
fastnesses of these lanas, on the whole the example set by the 
Drapers determined the tempo of improvement on the neighbour
ing estates. Sampson's map, which adds at least 20 more groups 
to the Sixtowns - Slieve Galiion Region, and twice as many to 
the region south of the Moyola, illustrates the extent of the 
social revolution by 1832. The large groups in the townlands 
of the Ballinderry Valley, and in the lowlands south-east of 
Moneymore, where hardy a "clachan'1 survived in 1832, are 
unmistakable in this source. The addition of this evidence 
to the settlement map, thou^i inaccuracies are inevitaole in 
transferring data from the more primitive map, shows a former 
predominance of nucleated settlement all over south Derry.

North of the Moyola, the contrast between the area of 
"olachad density south of the Ciady River, and that with a 
lower density to the north, is again largely a factor of 
contrasting company management. The stretch between the

(1) J.W.Eeraohan,"Londonderry in Three Centuries," 1921,p,?9.
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Moyola and the Clady was entirely Vintner property, except
for a wedge of Church land - largely unsettled, according to
Sampson, in 1614 - pasting north to south through Maghera,
and several glebe townlands, viz., Ballymacpeake Lower,
Moneystaghan, Ballymacombs Beg and Tamlaghduff, north of
Bellaghy. The Vintners alienated this territory in 1757,
contrary to the Plantation terms, to private persons known as

(1)the "Bellaghy Proprietors”, who sublet further on perpetuity
leases. The whole Estate was, and still is, notorious for its
backward staue. The glebe lands, which were equally neglected,
duplicated these conditions. The retention of the native
population - the area is still almost entirely of native
descent - tended toward the same result.

North of the Clady the tieroers' Company, except for the
glebes of KLllygullib, Killymuck and Liogorgan, and the Church
lands of Drumlane, Lrumnacam<on, Drumagaraer and Gortmaarane,
was supreme. The improvements of the Company, begun from the

(2)expiral of Alexander Stewart’s lease in 1851, explain the 
low density of "claehans" on this proportion. Only on the 
glebe lands was any considerable density apparent. Sampson’s 
map ados to the distribution scheme a total of more than 20 
clusters, which with the other sources of evidence, present 
a fairly nucleated pattern. South of the Clady the distri
bution of 1652 can scarcely be extended from Sampson'a map, 1 2

(1) J.Vi.Eernohan, Op.cit. p.79.
(2) 0.S. MSS., Co.Londonderry, llilrea Parish, box 42.
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an indication of the slow trend of social reform on the 
Vintner territory.

The number of cluster groups per townland for the whole
region north of the Moyola at the beginning of the 19th.
century averaged according to all sources, just over two.
On the Vintners' lands the average must have been much higher.
Written evidence of the early 19th. century attests the great
density of "clachans" in this tract. In Ballysoullion Parish
it was recorded that "the houses of the Roman Catholics,
particularly those near the lake are miserably dirty and

♦
comfortless, grouped together in the most irregular and care-

(1)less manner in clusters of from five to ten dwellings."
In Killelagh Parish it was similarly noted that "in many parts 
the inhabitants still incline to live in villages, probably
from a social disposition, which may be to them pleasant, but

(2)oertainly does not add to their profit". Of Maghera 
Parish Mason observed that "under the present system»populat
ion of the country is collected into miserable hovels
surrounded by dunghills, and all kinds of filth. Every man's

(3)
house ought to be on his own division of land."

It is apparent then from this total analysis of Co, 
Londonderry , that grouped settlement was the rule in the not 
so distant past, and ^hat the predominance of the dispersed

(1) O.S.MSS.,Co .Londonderry, Ballysoullion Parish,box SO.
(2) W.S.Maeon, Op.cit., Vol.III, p.2Sl.
(3) Ibid. Vol.I, p,610.
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farmstead has come about only in the last century and a half. 
Statistically it can be shown that for 756 townlands in 1832 
there was a total of 713 clusters, or less than one per town- 
land. The addition of Sampson’s evidence raises the average 
at the beginning of the 19th. century to just over one per 
townland, and demonstrates the quantitative predominance of 
the " olachan" . The distribution map (diago *3. ) presents 
more qualitative evidence of the former ubiquity of the 
scheme throughout the county.

The sample region of Co,Tyrone, consisting of the 
Gle nelly Valley as far west as Plumbridge, facilitates 
similar conclusions. Only five large and five small groups 
remain of a total of 35 in 1832, illustrating the extent of 
the change which transformed this territory in the past 
century. With thirty townlands the average number of groups 
per townland works out at just more than one townland.

Just as there has been a decline from a former wides
pread "claehan” scheme, so there has been a parallel devol
ution in the size of those that survive. In the Northern
Sperrin Region, in Ballydonegan td, 14 houses and a bundle

(1)of ruins remain of a ’'clachan" of 38 houses in 1834; in 
Drumslieve cluster (Fincam td.) there are traditions of (2)
37 families, of which only five remain; Boviel had 28 houses;

(1) O.S.MSS,, Co.Londonderry, Banagher Parish, Box 32,(2) Ibid.
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(1 )in Enockans id., where there were 43 houses* the cluster 

has disr eared; while in Garn td. of a former total of 56

Slieve Gallion Region, where there were once towns of more
(3)than 20 dwellers, notably Mobuyand Tirgan, only small groups

or single houses remain. Similar depopulation typifies the
Eastern Sperrin Region, where "clachans" of 20 to 30 dwellers

(4) (5)
in Altibrian and Ballynacally tds., and populations of 72

(6) (7 5in Glasgort and SO in Ballyrogan have since deteriorated
to insignificant groups. In Glenelly reports are still
current of clusters like McLaughlin's town (High town) which(8)
had formerly 30 - 40 dwellings. But these packed communities 
of the 19th. century were abnormal features corresponding 
with the abnormal increase of population from the seventies 
of the 18th. century. Erom original small groups they 
evolved to maximum size in the middle of the 19th. century, 
gradually devolving thereafter to their present proportions 
with subsequent depopulation« The history of settlement of 
a few townlands in the Myroe - iimavady Region illustrates 
the typical trend of events. In Ballymacran townland a

(9)nucleus of four houses existed in 1699; only one dwelling 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

(1) Ibid.
(2) Ibid.
(3) App. B.V, No.12.
(4) App. B.III, No.1.(5) Ibid., No.8.
(6) App. B.IV, No.1.
(7) App. B.III, No.5.
(8) App. D., No.4.(9) "The Manor of Newtownlemavady, Wm.Connolly,Esq., Lord of

the Manor, Surveyed Anno MDCX VIIII."

houses, only twp small groups survive. In the Sixtowns
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had been added by 1782; in 1832 the number had been 
increased to 18; while to-day little trace of the "clachan" 
remains. Claggan townland had a community of two houses in 
1699; four dwellings in 1782; in 1832 eighteen; and though 
it still retains its "clachan" form', the number of dwellers 
has now been halved. In Drumraighland townland the group of 
three dwellings of 1699 remained unchanged in 1782; by 1832 
it had increased to 32 houses; to-day the buildings, utilised 
as out offices, are the property of one farmer. The sign
ificance of this periodic overflow of settlement to accommod
ate increased population will be considered in detail later, 
when dealing with problems of origin.

It was evident from survivals in Chapter I and from 
written evidence in Chapter II that nucleated settlement and 
the 'rundale • system were concomitants. In this eurvey 
we may put such a conclusion to test, and at the same tine 
determine the nature of the system, and trace its distribut
ion and history in the various sub-regions.

In the Glenrandal and Upper Faughan district the 
'rundale' system was almost ubiquitous. Written sources 
throw considerable light on its former distribution. The 
Ogilby Estate leased from the Skinners' Company^whicljteovered 
an extensive tract here in the townlands of Altaghoney,

(1) "A Map of the Manor of Newtownlemavady," surveyed 1782, 
by Patt Roe.

(1 )
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Lisbunny, Sallowilly, Dunady, Carnanbane, Ling, bought ilu be
and Altinure, "was badly cultivated, and a great deal of it

in 1836
still occupied/in the mischievous and almost exploded way

(1)called Rúndale". In the middle of the 19th. century, in the
parish of Upper Cumber, part of which impinges on this sub-
region, it was also noted in 1634, that "many of the farms

(2)
were still disposed in Rúndale". Local tradition extends 
the distribution to almost every townland. In Altaghoney 
several open-fielas, which seem to have escaped the 
"straightening" measures of the Land Commission, survive in 
the tillage scheme; the "clachan" has been broken up, and

(3)the population for the most part moved to separate dwellings.
Narrow 'rúndale* strips, held by two people, continue in use
in Altinure and Dunady townlands, though changes in the 1880's

(4)
at the time of the Land Acts abolished the main features.
The 'rundale ' of Ballyrory townland dates back to the early
19th, century. There were two villages, Near and Far Bally-
rory, each consisting of more than ten dwellings and noted
for their 'bad neighbourhood' and confusion. In the 1840's
the farms were redistributed by the landlord, and the popul-

(5)
ation mostly migrated .to dispersed homesteads. 'The same 1 2 3 4 * 6

(1) "Report of a Deputation of The Irish Society",1836,p.87.
(2) O.S.MSSc Co.Londonderry, Parish of Upper Cumber,Box 36,
(3) App. Bo I, No.l.
(4) Ibid., No.2.
(5 App. B.I, No.6
(6) Ibid.
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custom and trend of events occurred on Lear townland. The
landlord confiscated land for demesmne, migrating the tenants
to virgin land on the hillside near Meeny, where descendants

(1)of the old stock still reside. Gortscreaghan cluster,
which was also held in 'rundale', belonged to the same 19th.
century period; only one family remains on this site. In
the lands of Tullintrain cluster the 'rundale' strips at that(2 )
time were not broad enough to tether a cow. Rundale in
Camanbane townland, similarly associated with a cluster, was
abolished in the middle of the ISth. century by striping the

(3)
intermixed farms; while in Camanreagh, though the system
persists between two brothers, a similar early demise is pro-

(4)
bable. In Kilgort td. 'rundale' was the custom a century
or so ago until the landlord, Beresford, carried out a scheme
of replanning, which simultaneously swept away the nest of
twenty dwellers locally called the 'Borobig'. The tradition
that it was formerly possible to traverse the townland without

(5)
crossing a fenoe subsists. In Ling td. the heyday of(6)
'rundale' again dates to roughly 100 years ago, while in
Breen i/d. the lands of the cluster of Curraghnarve - the name
and the cluster have both died out - were worked in the same

(7)manner in 16ol. l’races of openfieldo, held by the two 1 2 3 * 5 6 7

(1) Ibid.
(2) Appendix Bi. No.6.
(3) App. Bi. No.8.
(4 Ibid., No.9.
(5) Ibid., No.13.
(6) Ibid., No.17.
(7) Maps of the Rstaie of Marcus McGauselond, 1831 (Martin,

King, Prenoh Ingram, limavady).
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Loughtilube td„, and in the neighbouring townland of(2)
Lisbunny.

%
Thus in this sub-region the 'rundale' system, according 

to tradition, can be identified in the past or present with 
the majority of the townlands, illustrating the recency of 
the decline. Such a custom must have been the rule in the

surviving members of Crockmore cluster, are still evident in
( 1 )

early 19th. century, with subsequent replanning no doubt 
inaugurating changes in the 'forties' of the same century.
In occasional townlands many of the essential features 
persisted, so that further changes by the Land Commission were 
necessary in the 1880's. In others openfield remnants have 
been perpetuated in the present scheme due to social inertia, 
and the undivided hill pastures are still frequently exploited 
in the 'rundale' way.

The Owenrigh-Owenbeg-Benady Glen region coincides exactly 
with the parishes of Banagher and Dungiven. In both of these 
according to written evidence the 'rundale' system was pract
ised in the ISth. century. In the former it was noted in
1854 that the custom prevailed even on some of the best managed

(5)
estates. In the latter in 1814 "the faint remains of the
old system of gavelkind" was also evident, "and in spite of
every argument they continued to divide the farms among their

(4)
children, and divided until division was no longer possible." 1 2 3 4

(1) App. Bi, ho.6.
(2) Ibid., Ho.16.
(3) O.S.MSS. Co.Londonderry, Banagher Parish, Box 52,
(4) W.S.Mason, Op.cit., Vol.I., p.S09,
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Tradition gives a more detailed estimate of the dis
tribution scheme, identifying the system with practically every
townland in the Benady Glen0 In Boviel, the Hillhead district

(1) (2)
of famniaran and Teeavan tds., "running dale" was practised
in the past, and the name still applies to the way of holding
•field aDout* in these townlanas. In Corn the system lingered
longer, so that traaitions of the partnership groups, and the
subdivisions of the open-fields in the late 19th0 century have
survived: 'souming’ of the mountain continued until recent

(3)
times. A similar culture lag was typical of Cluntygeeragh
townland, where the intermixed 'rundale' strips were only
abandoned when the Skinners * Companjr took over their lands

(4)
from the Ogilbys in 1672, and "striped out" the remaining 
'rundale ’ lands. The system in Corick may have been swept 
av/ay by the same changes; in Crebarkey td. on the other hand,
improvements set in motion in the early 19th. centure brought

(5)
an early end to the system.

In the Owenrigh and Owenbeg valleys traditional evidence 
is sparser, especially in the lower reaches, where a corres
ponding sparsity of clachanB was apparent. The former pre
sence of the 'rundale• system can be certified on three town- 
lands only, all of them situated about the tributary valley 1 2 3 4 5

(1) App. B.I, Uo.5.
(2) Ibid., ho.7.
(3) Ibid.,
(4) Ibid., No.10.
(5) W.S.iviason, Op.cit., Vol.I, p.209.
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of the Ballydonegan river. Baliydonegan cluster is said to
have had a population of 700 when 'rúndale* prevailed some

(1)150 years ago. Subsequent consolidation produced the 
present narrow striped layout, and probably the related align
ed village pattern. Tradition also records the former(2)
existence of the system in Tamny hagan and ELlcreen. In
Drumslieve cluster^where the decay of the open-fields is of
no great antiquity, related 'rúndale' features, notably the
unfenced mountain and intermixed fields, have survived the

(3)
disintegrating forces. It is apparent in this region, 
therefore, that no one comprehensive movement abolished the 
'rúndale' system . Consolidation and enclosure was a piece
meal process. It had already begun in the early years of 
the 19th. century^perhaps even in the 18th. century on the 
Ogilby estates, and had been carried on to such lengths there, 
that in the "Benada Glen" in 1814, according to one source,
only Carn townland bore "in almost every acre and cabin the

(4)
visible marks of this ruinous system." Yet in 1856 the
same estates, which coincided with the parish of Dungiven,

(5)
were badly cultivated and widely occupied in rúndale. 
Apparently subdivision - keeping pace with increased populat
ion - had broken out again, reducing the faraiB to 'rúndale' 
scraps once more. Several of these - notably Carn and 1 2 3 4 5

(1) App. B.I, No.3.
(2) Ibid., Nos. 12 ¿tl4.
(3) Ibid., Ho.21.
(4) W.S.Mason, Op.cit., Vol.I, p.346.
(5) Report of a Deputation of The Irish Society, 1856,

p.87, (P.R.O.N.I.).
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Cluntygeeragh - remained unconsolidated until the late 19th. 
century. Townland evidence of ’rúndale' was completely 
wanting in the Owenbeg and Owenrigh valleys, where clachan 
settlement was also notably sparBe.

In the Kiddle Roe region evidence of ’rúndale ' is
confined to the tributary valleys of the Gelvin and Bovevagh
rivers, which is in accordance with the dense distribution
of clachans there. In the former valley, traditions of the
system remain in five townlands along the Southern flanks.
Lenamore townland was "marched out" as recently as 1881,
though the mountain top is still held in 'rúndale ’ like
Gortgarn, Derryork, and Gortnagross townlands. Ballyma-
callion td. was also at an early date cultivated in the

(1)'rúndale' way. On the opposite side of the Roe, the
custom remained until the late 19th. oentury in Bovevagh td.,
which, as church land, was probably rearrarged at the time

(2)
of the Church Temporalities Commission in the 1870'a.
The present field pattern betrays such a replanned layout.
In Gortnahey townland the system was similarly evidenced at

( S )a late date. No information on the distribution or 
history of 'rúndale' was forthcoming in the main Roe Valley, 
where apparently fertility and the advanced mode of tillage 
made for early social changes probably in the 18th. oentury. 1 2 3

(1) App. B.I, No.15.
(2) Ibid., No.4.
(3) Ibid.
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In the Lower Roe Valley, including the Myroe district, 
comprising over a hundred townlands in all, traces and trad
itions of the system are located in 18 townlands, most of 
which are situated on the Sperrin slopes or about the tribut
ary streams issuing from their recesses. In both Drumraigh- 
land and Ivioyes, neighbouring townlands on the hill slopes to
the west of the Roe, tradition dates 'rundale' practice to

(1)over a century ago, which may be equally applicable to the
surrounding townlands of the Berne estate - originally the
Plantation grant to Sir Thomas Philips. To the east of the
Roe, a marked concentration occurs in the townlands all along
the basalt escarpment of the Northern Sperrins. In the north,
where the scarp approaches the river in Shanvey townland, 18
acres of 'rundale' land on the floodplain are still shared by
four holders in intermixed strips. These are at present
grazed and stinted by 'souming'. Purther east in a recessed
valley the custom continued in Stradreagh townland until the
late 19th. century, and mountain features persist in the

(3 J
present economy. The more accessible lowland townlands of 
Bolea and Mullen have traditions of an earlier age, in which

fthe former was rearranged by 'striping’, and the latter
(4)seceded to more gradual consolidation. Ready townland, lying 

high up on the west scarp of Ready Mountain, was notorious for 1 2 * 4

(1) App, B.II, Nos. 15 & 14.
(2) App. B.II, No.10.
(5) Ibid., No.11.
(4) Ibid., No.9.
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its interlaced strips until 60 years ago, when the Land
(1)Commission was called in to mitigate the confusion; hence

the present ’striped' layout„ The 'outmountain ’ is still a
’common’ regulated in ’sums', a feature typical of most of
the surrounding mountain townlands. Terrydoo Clyde,
Bruiasurn and Kilhoyle tds. have similar 'mean mountains',
though the arable in the former arid latter tds. has ceased
to 'run in dale'. In addition, partnership groups were

(2)recorded in Dumiore and Ardrarven tds. in 1831, and in
( S )lower Terrydremont in 1782.

Only in Myroe can 'rúndale' still be identified on the
lowland townlands. In Crindle 13& acres of floodplain
alluvium are divided into unenclosed 'dales' shared by six

(4)
holders, and utilised for potato ground. Ballymaoran and
Carrowclare townlands have similar survivals, while about the
Hoe estuary flats, in Carrowmuddle, 'rúndale' grazing contin-

(5) (6)
ues. In Comdale openfields existed in 1831, and
continued in the cultivation scheme until the beginning of
the present century. Finally at the beginning of the 19th,
century 'infield' and 'outfield' were widespread features in

(7)
Myroe; a similar division in farm layout is still current 
here.

(1) Ibid. No.9.
(2) L̂ aps of The Estate of Marous McCauseland ,1831,(Martin,

King, French & Ingram, Limavady).
(3) "A Map of The Manor of Newtownlemavady",surveyed 1782,
(4) App. 3.II, No.3. by Patt. Roe.”
(5) Ibid.
(6) Maps of The Estate of Marcus McCaaseland, 1831«
(7) GoV.Sampson, "A Statistical Survey of Co,Londonderry

1802, p.140.
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In this region it is again apparent that there were no 
well defined eras of replanningc Consolidation was a gradual 
scheme extending over some two centuries, and carried out in 
different districts at varying tempo determined largely by the 
nature of the landlords, and the degree of isolation from the 
main currents of changing forces. There is a marked cultural 
lag eastwards and westwards from the Roe Valley, with increased 
evidence of 'rúndale1 typifying the peripheral hill country. 
Cluster settlement is infrequent, and openfield traditions 
notably absent, especially about IAmavady, and in the vicinity 
of the Roe, which we may visualise as a great highway of 
infiltrating ideas. Agrarian innovations were already follow
ing this stream in the 16th. century. In Ardnergal (Ardnargle)

U )td. in liyroe red clover was first introduced in the 1770's,
(2)and had spread over many tds. in the district by 1600. 'Turnips

had not entered rotations at this date, and as yet, on the
common farms the advantages of proper rotation were little
understood, and their application rarely attempted in the

(2)
region. %  the 1630's considerable advance had been made.
Turnips, clover, vetches, mangles, etc., liad become more common,
while the establishment of North-west Society branches had

(4)
helped to remove many old prejudices. It was apparent too, 1 * 3 4

(1) G.V.Sampson, "Statistical Survey of Co.Londonderry" ,1601,
(2 Ibid. Pel47.
(3) OoS, MSS., Co .Londonderry ,I)rumaclose Parish,Box 36,
(4) Ibid.
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that grouped settlement had been replaced considerably by 
dispersed farms about Limavady by the saiae date. 'Rundale' 
and clachan must still have been common features towards the 
hill country, where improved methods were not adopted in places 
until one end of the century«.

In Magilligan, improvements seemingly initiated by the
efforts of Sir James Bruce and Connolly Gage in the early
ISth. century, liad proceeded so far by 1834 that it was re-

(1)corded "the ancient custom of 'rúndale* is now almost unknown"
The extent of the change was apparent on the 1832 0.So Sheets,
where not a vestige of nucleated settlement remained on the
townlands along the sand flats, and only a few persisted in the
tds. flanicing the scarp slope of Binevenagn. Here traditions
of the system remained in only three townlands - Ballyleighery,
Duncrun and Ballycarton. In the latter much of the 'rúndale'
persists on the marginal land in the upper levels, between the
two surviving families of a former group of 6 or 7. Many of
the 'mearings' or 'balks' have of late been removed, but the
mountain is still grazed in common and held in 'sums’. This

(2)townland is notorious for its continual litigations. In
Ballyleighery traditions of the former 'rúndale* practioes are

(5)
current, while in Duncrun unfenoed 'dales' arid rough 'mean

(4)
grazing' land survive. 1 2 3 4

(1) O.S. MSS., Co. Londonderry, Magilligan Parish, Box 47.
(2) App. B.II, No.l.
(3) Ibid, Do.2.
(4) Ibid., ho.6.



129

In the North-east Sperrin Region traditions relating to 
'rúndale* have been recorded in 21 townlands. Pour of these 
are situated in the Clothworkers' Estates in fhe Parish of 
Dunboe. Ballyhacket Glenahoriy, Ballyhacket lisawilling, and 
Altikeeragh townlanas cross the contours from 300' to 1000' 
on the more gradual dip slope of the Northern Sperrins, over
looking the Articlave Valley. In the former úownland 'rúnd
ale ' was the custom throughout the early lSth. century, but 
the famine and its afoermath of emigration allowed the former 
intermixed holdings to be consolidated in the second half of 
the century. The 'clachan', now considerably depopulated, 
and the strips near the settlement called "the double dales", 
survive from this era; the mountain land is still regulated 
in 'sums'. A similar date of decay typified Par Baliyhaoket
(Ballyhacket Lisawilling), where 'rúndale' also survives on

(1)
the mountain pastures. Altikeeragh is similarly ciroum-(2 )
stanced. The fourth td., Ballinrees, lying between the 
400' and 300' contours in the kacosquin Valley, preserves open 
field strips on the richer land, though the former 'clachans'
of 'Compaw' and 'over she goat' have long degenerated to

(3)
dispersed farms. 1 2 3

(1) App. B.III, No.3.
(2) Ibid., Ho.2.
(3) Ibid., Ho.10.
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The final decay of the 'rundale ' system in tins region, 
therefore, was delayed until the late 19th. cen&ury, but for 
the main process we must look to an earlier date. lord 
Bristol introduced many improvements subsequent to 1772, while 
in the early 19th.century the efforts of the North-West farming 
Society enhanced agricultural practice, especially in encour
aging the introduction of green cropping and more regular 

(1)rotations. The Clothworiters ' reports are also enlightening
in this respect. Their Estates, even as late as 1827, were
mostly in an unimproved state. The completion of the survey
by Mr, McLaughlin in 1826 was held up by the unexpected sub-

(2)
divisions in the mountain townlands; agricultural practices
were equally lagging, constant crops of com being the rule,
and "as to summer fallowing, if such a thing has ever been

(3)
heard of, it is certainly never practised." Subsequently
much of their land was laid out in fields and enclosed; but
even in 1836, Oseland’s report noted that "in a few of the
townlands the farms still run dale, or open, with only grass
sods to distinguish the different holdings.... the farm houses
and out houses on the greater part of the farms are built in

(4)
clusters, and greatly and most inconveniently intermixed."
This was most typical of old lettings, but where these had

(1) O.S.MSS.,Go.Londonderryr,Dunboe Parish, Box 39.
(2) "Merchant Taylors’ Company’s Irish Records",4th.Report by

Mr•Jos.K.Trimmer on the Clothworkers ’ Proportion,1826. 
(P.R.O.Ii.I.),

(3) Ibid., 7th.Report by Mr, Jos.Trimmer ,1627. (P.R.O.N.1.).
(4) Ibid., 2nd.Report by B.Oseland on The Clothworkere’

Estates, 1838 (P.R.O.H.I.).
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fallen in the system was being corrected. The main spate
of replanning however had to wait until the expiral of the

(1)1770 lease to Lesley Alexander in 1640. The provisions
drawn up in this process throw light on the mode of social(2)
change in the region.

1. It was suggested by one source that in remodelling 
the farms the fences should be made straight, and as near as 
possible at right angle to the road. Fields were not to be 
less than 5 acres, and those which 'ran dale' were to be 
ditched and enclosed. Constant care and attention were to 
be given to the removal of the houses, where they were in 
clusters of cabins and out-offices formed round the original 
farmhouse. This expedient was resorted to when replanning 
Gorticavan townland.

E. To prevent subdivision one son only was to reside 
with a tenant.

5. In cases where a farm was held by two or more it 
was to belong to the survivor, and the children were not to 
have an interest in it.

4. To reform agricultural abuses in no case were«
two white crops to be taken in the same field in successive 
years, but that a green crop intervened.

In the remainder of this north-east region traditions 
have clung to the higher hill country, equally’' on the lands

(1)

( 2 )

Ibid., "A Survey of the Manor of Clothworkers in the 
Parishes of Eillowen, Dunboe & Maoosquin." Hd .Driver, 
1840, (P.K.O.M.I.).Ibid.
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of the Merchant Taylors and Iron Mongers. Húndale continued
on the meadow land in Cam townland until 50 years ago, and on

(1)the mountain grazing until recent years. Freugh, a purely
mountain townland, was similarly regulated in 'sums', which
were let to lowland townlands to augment their summer grazing
until the landlords were bought out, and the mountain striped

(2)
50 or 60 years ago. Similar partition abolished the hold-

(S)
ing of 'sums’ on Coolnasillagh mountain, though 'mean moun
tains' are still integral parts of the economy of Brockaghboy

(4)
and Coolcroscreaghan townlands. Lisnaecreghog was owned 
'field about' until recently.

But nowhere in the foothill belt did the system persist
(5)as in Ballyrogan td., where until 70 years ago almost all 

the cone emitants were in evidence. Mutual agreement, pro
bably induced by the 1880 Land Act, was responsible for con
solidation, considerable congestion being alleviated by 
emigration. Of the former cluster of 80 inhabitants only 
four families survive. According to tradition the settle
ment evolved from a joint group of three families, which when 
they spilled over with increased population, tended to pre
serve their separate identity by living in family groups. 
"Running-dale", evolved from the subdivision of the original 
farms, was practised only within these groups. Comparable 1 2 3

(1) App. B.III, NO.©.
(2) Ibid,, No.8.
(3) Ibid., No.4.

(4) Ibid., No.11.
(5) Ibid., No.5.
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social layering was noted in survivals in an earlier chapter. 
Only on a piece of rough land, divided into meadow patches, 
have 'rundale' features survived.

In the low country about the middle valleys of the
Aghadowey, Agivey and tributaries, 'rundale' features and
traditions have persisted where rough pasturage and other
marginal lands survive. In Cah townland the ownership of
the 'sums' on the waste fell recently to one person, while
related features, including an annual reallotment scheme
locally known as 'morrowingdale', were associated with the
meadow land until enclosure of the patches thirty years ago;
the arable strips seem to have passed out of the tillage
scheme over a century ago. The three 'clachans', though
reduced in size, have somehow survived these intermittent

changes. In the adjacent townland of Tamnymore a similar
'morrowingdale' scheme obtained, though a recent replacement
of the old generation by newcomers has precluded further

(1 )
analysis; the term is still used locally to signify any(2)
kind of joint agricultural undertalcing. In Mayboy td.
the 'running meanings' were 'marched o f f  over a hundred
years ago, but similar features occur on the meadows all
along the Aghadowey Elver. Ilscall td. , in the sajie dist-

(3)
riot, had stretches of openfield in 1831, while in Gortfad

(1) App. B.III, No.6.
(2) Ibid., No•7,
(o) Maps of the Estate of Marcus McCauseland, 1831.

(Martin, King, itrench & Ingram, Limavady)
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many still were in use in the vicinity of the cluster as late
(1 )as 1869, though compact farms were the rule at the time. 

Further north, Ballyvennow had a similar physical setting in 
the Macosquin Valley, but the proximity of Coleraine must
have stimulated early changes, for traditions of the 'rúndale'(2)
system date back to more than 120 years ago. The surrounding 
townlands may have been similarly circumstanced, though this 
is difficult to ascertain due to che infiltration of new 
families in a competitive land area, and the consequent 
disruption of the ties with the past.

The presence of stretches of waste land along the Bonn 
Valley in this north-east region, especially about the con
fluence with the Macosquin, Aghadowey and Mayoghill rivers, 
has helped to perpetuate 'rúndale' features. In Glasgort td. 
the tradition lingers of former great grazing tracts for 
miles along the alluvial flats, which were utilised, before 
the first Bann drainage scheme in 1838, in conaaon in the 
'rúndale* way. It was seasonal land only, and in summer 
when the floods had subsided the cattle were brought down to 
graze, each tenant possessing 'sums' in proportion to his 
arable. The Ironmongers’ Company, subsequent to drainage, 
which facilitated more permanent utilisation of these fertile 
flats, divided them into lots of dry and wet quality. These

(1) Land Commission Map of Gortfad td., 1869 (Martin, King,
French & Ingram, Limavady).

(2) App. 3.Ill, No.9.
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were appended to the farms in place of the former holdings 
in common. The 'clachan' survives, though tuberculosis 
fostered by overcrowd:' , has accounted for many of the
former 72 inhabitants. Similar traditions are associated 
with Ree townland, also on the Ironmongers' Estate, where 
the clachan and the replanned layout, like that of Glasgort, 
have survived. In Brumeil townland analogous features 
continued up to the middle of the 19th. century, when the 
Ironmongers’ Company due to constant litigation among the 
cluster dwellers striped out the townland, enclosing the 
fields and migrating the tenants to dispersed dwellings along 
the roadside. In the neighbouring townland of Moneydig 
openfield strips persisted on the better land until recent
enclosure; the main features probably died out at an 
earlier date.

It is apparent then, that ‘rundale* was a fairly wides
pread phenomenon in all this North-feast Region, a conclusion 
substantiated by the former ubiquity of the ’clachan' through
out (diag. ) , What is remarkable is the persistence
of the nucleated pattern even on the fertile lowlands, 
despite their early consolidation, a factor indicative of 
the gradual or ’evolved* nature of this process. Evidently 
social changes had set in by the late 18th. century in the 
Bonn Valley near Coleraine, where early 'clachan’ decay was

(1) App. B.IV, Ho.1.
(2) App. B.V, No.2.
(3) Ibid., Ho.10.

(3)
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equally evident. By the middle of the century improvements 
were going on apace on the lands of all the companies in the 
region, though the degree of encroachment of cultivation on 
the rough grazing must have determined the tempo of change 
in individual townlands. Conditions in Ballyvennox, Gort- 
ioavan and lis call, where the transformation came between the 
beginning and middle of the 19th. century, probably typified 
most of the townlands of the valleys of the Macosquin, 
Aghadowey and Agivey rivers. Yi/here marginal land persisted, 
as in the townlands with hill grazing along the Eastern 
Sperrins, and the lowland townlands with rough land like Cah, 
concomitants of 'rúndale* were perpetuated until more recent 
times. The presence of areas of rough grazing on the Bonn 
floodplain in the same way prolonged the 'rúndale' system in 
that direction.

In the Moyola - lough Neagh depression physical conditions 
range from the alluvial strands of North-west Lough Neagh 
and Lough Beg, arid the drumlin, peat bog, belt north and south 
of the Moyola, to the peneplain and mountain environment of 
the Sixtowns-Siieve Gallion district. The history and nature 
of the 'rundale' system has been equally varied in these 
different territories. In the latter, traditions and relic 
features show an extensive distribution scheme. Many of the 
concomitants survive in working order in Corick townland on
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the flanks of Slieve Gallion, where a partnership lease in
perpetuity helped to prolong the system like a fossil in the
lanas 01 the remaining 'claohan'. Tradition and the survival
of joint meadows, extreme intermixture and common land, attest
the former presence of 'rúndale' throughout the townland;
this is certified by the Ordnance Survey Valuation books of

(1)1859.

The persistence of the system here is not typical of
i

the locality. In the neighbouring townland of Mobuy only 
the double cluster - formerly a settlement of more than 20 
dwellings - 'souming' of the mountain and intermixed holding 
remain. Further south on the same mountain flanks the use- 
age of the term survives on the mountain waste in the townlande 
of Diman, Derryganara and letteran; but somehow the con
tinuity of tradition had been broken, so that there has been 
a deviation from a proper understanding of the former 'rúndale2 
scheme, which instead of being identified with intermixed and
open fields, has become associated with the long stripes of

(2)
replanned farms still typical of the region. Formerly these 
were unfenced and involved continual herding a feature which 
may have led to confusion with the 'rúndale' system. In 
Tintagh td., in the same locality, 'rúndale' is similarly 
interpreted, in spite of additional traditions of the ra

il ) App. B.V., Ho.3.
(2) App. B.V., Ho.9.
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arrangement of farms and the erection of "straight marches" a
(1)

century or so ago. Such confusion of tradition is a crit
erion of the early date of the transforming process in the 
region ; even in 1852 this townland Pore considerable traces 
of striping. On the eastern slopes of SI. Gallion, in 
Tirgan td., where there was no break in tradition, the inter
mixed strips of the 'rundaie' era were rearranged in the early (2)
19th. century.

In the Yrhitewater Valley the townland of Brackagh, which 
runs from river to the 700' peneplain, was associated with 
’rundaie ’ in the past; joint fields and meadows are still 
frequent, while intermixed ownership iB marked on the land

(3)about the cluster, and fringing the river. In Straw td., 
in the same valley, tradition records the existence of
’rundaie’ at least a century ago; a small 'clachan' survives.

In Owenreagh td. of the Sixtowns district, where the 
beginnings of striping were evidenced in 1852, traces of the 
openfield system remain in the joint meadows and holms fring
ing the Moyola, and in the common grazing rights on the hill 
pastures. In the adjoining td. of 'Pullybriok the ’claohan’ 
of 15 families was swept away in a spate of replanning in the 
early 19th. century; the farms were marched off into ’stripes’

(4)

Ibid., Ho.12. 
Ibid., No.6.

(4) Ibid., No.7.

(1) App. 3v, No.11
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upper'limits of the townland. In Honeyconey townland, where
"rúndale"

the cluster remains / belonged to the same early period, and
(2)

had met i as demise by the first quarter of the ISth. century.
In Gavanreagh td., though there are no traditions of the
system, due probably to early decay, the continuation of
'souming' and the presence of a 'running-foot' or 'fourth'
of arable land, held in alternate years by two people, point
to the former presence of 'rúndale'. The preservation of
a partnership lease of 1745, and the reconstruction from

(3)
tradition and Sampson's map of two clusters, which appar
ently had been removed between 1814 and 1822, substantiate 
this conclusion. In Glengomna td. the links with the past 
are more continuous. Traces of three 'clachans* and a 
corresponding three-fold division of the townland. into the 
'Curragh', 'Forth Glengomna Upper', and 'North Glengomna 
Lower', survive; while joint meadows, intermixed holdings 
and 'souming' - relics of 19th. century 'rúndale' - are still 
important in the social scheme. Drumderg td., with its three 
cluster remnanus of Stockeraagh, Crockataggart and Bellanboy,
perpetuates comparable features of the system, which remained

(4)
intact until as recently as 1859. In koneyneaney td., 
where the small nucleus of Ranaghan (little share) survives,

and the surplus population removed to virgin land in the
( 1)

(1) Ibid., No.2.
(2 App. B.v, No.5.
(2) Ibid., No.1.
(4) O.S. Valuation (Griffith's) Field Books, 1859.
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holdings were measured not by acreage, but by "the grass of a
(1)Cow" until the same date.

The resulting distribution pattern from this traditional 
evidence is typically marginal in character. Rundale evid
ently lingered long on the Sperrin slopes, the Sixtowns Pene
plain and the flanks of Slieve Gallion; but even here the 
main features were swept away by early 19th. century changes, 
except in Drumderg and Corick townlands, where they persisted 
until the present century. The lack of tradition, and the 
corresponding sparsity of ’clachans* in the tds, of the Moyola 
Valley and «■#-the lowland belt from Desertmartin to Mbneymore, 
suggest an original absence of open-field cultivation here; 
but ¿he existence of partnership groups in Derrenascallan
(Durnascallon) Dunavraghy (Dunadraggy) and Ballyloghan (Bally-

(2)
loughan) tds. in the early 18th, century signifies rather 
an early demise, fostered perhaps by improving planters, whose 
influence is still marked in this region.

Writ Deri evidence accords well with these conclusions, 
and is enlightening on many points of historical detail. The 
'clachans* of Ballinascreen parish, which coincides almost 
exactly with the great lowland embayment stretching west from 
Draperstown to the headwaters of the Moyola, were so prevalent 
in the 1850*s that in the words of one source "there is neither

(1) Ibid.
(2) "Kent Roll of The Manor of Drapers, Estate of Wm.Rowley",

1728. (photostat, P.R.O.K.f.)
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town nor village. The inhabitants live in houses, situated 
in clusters of from six to twelve in number. There is gen
erally one, and sometimes two of these clusters in each town-

(1)land. These by the people are called ’towns'." But
already the 'rúndale' system of which they were a part, was(2)
well on the way to obliteration. In the Sixtowns (Owenreagh, 
Cavanreagh, Tullybrick, Moneyconey, Glenvigan and Moyard) the 
landlord, Mr. Stevenson - himself a sub-lessee from the church - 
had in the years previously been effectually destroying the 
system, by rearranging the farms. In addition great tracts 
of waste land and mountain farms were broken in for the first 
time, and settled with tenancs, who had formerly held limited

(3)parcels in the lowlands; hence the traditions of replanning 
and migration in Cavanreagh, Owenreagh and Tullybriok townlande

The other great impetus in this parish cane from the
Drapers' Company, which on the resumption of the possession
of its estates in 1817, began a spate of improvement which
revolutionised the cultural landscape of its own lands and
influenced the trend of change on the surrounding estates.
Its endeavours bore fruit the following year in Stewart's
survey, the immediate purpose of which was to "unravel the
intricacies in which tenants, branched from different families

(4)
respectively, had involved their holdings in common." In 
the parishes of Desertmartin, Desertlyn and Kiloronaghan,

(1) O.S.MSS.Co.Lonaonderry»Ballymascreen Parish, Box 50.(2) Ibid.
(3) Ibid. (4th.Iteport, 1820, p.149.
(4) Reports on the Estates of the Drapers' Company in Ireland,
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consisting almost entirely of the Drapers' territory, similar
events followed 1817, which year according to one source
marked the beginning of "an era of total revolution in morals,

(1)customs and general civilisation" in this region. By 1821
indeed, replanning had proceeded so far that it was recorded
that the 'rúndale' system was almost abolished throughout the

(*)three parishes of Ballinascreen, Kilcronaghan and Desertmartin.

The results are more materially reflected in the O.S. 
sheets of 1852. long and narrow striped farms are apparent 
in that part of the Drapers' estates flanking Coolasillagh 
mountain, Bohilbreaga and Mullaghmore, in the townlands of 
Dunmurry, Cloane, Carnmoney, Coolnasillagh, Moydamlaght and 
Ballynure, while clusters aré in the process of scattering, 
and in some cases have become dispersed in an aligned pattern 
along the slope. fhe same replanned landscape typifies the 
townlands of the northern and eastern flanks of Slieve Gallion, 
notably in Brackagh Slieve Gallion, and Tintagh tds.

The remainder of the Koyola - lough Neagh lowland region 
is physically homogeneous; but socially there are three 
contrasting zones. ihe southermost of these lies south of

(1)0.S,MSS., Co.Londonderry, Desertmartin Parish, Box 57. 
(2J0.S.MSS., "A Statistical Heport of the parishes of Ballin- 

ascreen, Kilcronaghan and Desenmartin", by J.McGloakey, 
1821. Box 46.
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the Moyola River, impinging on the lough Neagh Shore in the
east and fringing the Drapers' territory of Slieve Gallion
in the v/est. It is paradoxical that while 'rúndale' features
persisted all over the lowlands here until the late 19th.
century, in the adjoining mountain country of Slieve Gallion
they were swept away for the most part in the early years
of the same century. The presence of great interdrumlin
hog and rough grazing tracts, now largely reclaimed for
cultivation, helped probably to prolong these remnants of
the old social organisation beyond their time. The Valuation
Surveyors noted their distribution over great stretches of
the Lough Neagh lowlands, especially in the townlands about
Magherafelt, in 1859. Glenmaquill td. was partly held in
'rúndale' at this date, as were the surrounding townlands of
Ballyheifer, Aghagaskin, Killyneese, Tamnadeese and Armagh-

(X)
more. She addition of traces of 'outfield' in Drumrainey

(2)
td#> earlier in the century, completes the evidence of a
former 'rúndale' belt stretching from the Moyola at Castle-
dawson to west of Magherafelt. This belt can be extended
southwards towards Moneymore by comparable evidence in the
townlands of Tullylinkisay, leckagh, Killyfaddy, Megargy and

(5)
Dunamoney, as well as Carraloan Glebe - an adjoining td, 
with a surviving 'rúndale' farm - where there were so many

(1) O.S. Valuation (Griffith's) field books.
(2) G.V.Sampson, "Statistical Survey of the Go.of Londonderry

1802, p.173.
(5) O.S,Valuation (Griffith’s) field books.
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small portions of 'rúndale’ land in 1859, that it could 
not be divided on the O.S. sheet. The townlands of Bally- 
muckleheany and Ballymoghan More and Beg, which form the
southern limits of this belt, were held in 'rúndale' until

(2)a similar late 19th. century date. Further evidence in the
outlying td. of Ballyragully certifies the former extension

(S)
of distribution in that direction. In addition, tradition

(4)
attests the persistence of the system in Drumenagh td., and
in the lands belonging to the clusters of hear V/aterfoot and
Island Hill, in Ballymaguigan townland, until the late 19th. 

(5)
century.

(1 )

The distribution derived from all this evidence is
extensive; but considering the recency of the evidence its
residual nature is apparent. An earlier source, a rental
of the Manor of Sal, by recording partnership holdings on the
Salters' Estates in 1845 facilitates the extension of the
distribution to the scattered townlands of Maghadone, Bally-
eglish, Ballycomlargy, Ballygurk, Ballyneill More, Bally-

(6)
mulderg More, Aghagaskin and Ballymultrea. There is
similar evidence of partnership leasing in 1801, in Luny td.

(7)
on the Vintners' Estate, which encroaches across the Moyola 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

(1) Ibid.
(2) App. B.IV, No.27.
(3) O.S.Valuation (Griffith’s) field books, 1859.
(4) App. Biv., Ho.29.
(5) Ibid., Ho.30.
(6) A Rental of the Manor of Sal,1645.(P.E.O.li.I,)
(7) Bellaghy Estate Maps (Mr. Connolly's Estate) 1600

circa. (Boyd, Solicitor, Ballycastle).
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in the direction of Desertmartin.

The resulting distribution pattern derived from these 
sources leaves little doubt as to the prevalence of ’rundale * 
through the region formerly. Sampson’s evidence of settle
ment groups in the early 19th. century, especially in the 
Ballinderry Valley where not a remnant survived in 1852, 
tends to the same conclusion0 The recency of openfield
survivals in the district from Hagherafelt to Castledawson 
is enigmatic, considering the predominance of dispersed farms 
here in 1832. This may have been the result of an early 
break-up of ’clachans’ with rundale surviving, which is a 
reversal of the usual trend of events and therefore improbable 
The alternative is to see ’rundale ' as a reoent phenomenon, 
consequent on late colonisation by single farms, which did 
not evolve to ’clachan' dimensions.

North of the Moyola is a contrasting region, both in 
the survival of ’clachan’ settlement, and in the persistence 
of ’rúndale’. A contrast in Company management and history 
is the chief cause, Even within this region there are 
internal variations coinciding with the territory of the 
different companies, and explicable only by different regimes.

On the Vintners ' lands, which cover two great tracts 
between the Clady and Moyola rivers, separated by the Church
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Estate about Maghera, ohe former ubiquity of the 'rundale'
system is evident. In Tyanee and Inishrush, the northermost
townlands of the eastern tract, open-fields persisted until

(1)recent times. In the former they were observed in 1859,
(2)

and again as early as 50 years ago about the clachan of 'Navil'(2)in the latter, partnership holding was recorded in 1801, and
though the confusion of strips was about to be surveyed and

(4)
laid out in new farms on the expiral of the lease in 1859, 
relic strips persisted until recent years about the cluster

(5)
of 'Lile'. In Eden townland, which fringes the river Clady, 
unfenced 'rundale• patches are still utilised near the clust
ers of Lurgy, Ballydoo and the smaller nucleus of Annaghclay-
wood, while intermixed holding typifies the other four eettle-(6)
merit groups. The main features of the system were abolished
in the late 19th. century by the building of 'straight marches
In the adjoining townland of Dreenan, nine groups of varying
size linger in the isolation of the inter-drumiin peat bogs.

(?)Rundale was operative all through the townland in 1859, and
continued, according to traaition.until the construction of

(8)
'straight marches' in the 1870's. Fairly compact farms 
nave resulted, though open-field remnants occur on the arable

(1) O.S. Valuation{Griffith's) field books, 1859.
( 2 ) App. B.IV, No.6.
(3 App. B.IV, No.7.
(4 ) O.S. Valuation(Griff ith's) field books.
(5) App. B.IV, No.7.
(6) App. B.IV, No.£4.
(7) O.S.Valuation (Griffith's) field books, 1859.
(8) App. B.IV, No.19.
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of 'The Island* cluster, and common grazing survives through
out the townland on tracts of overcut bog and other rough 

(1)
land. Tradition in Koyagall townland reveal3 a similar
history of consolidation and enclosure in the late 19th.(2)
century. Traces of 'clachans * remain in Garrow, Lowtown,
Priestown, Uppertown and Coolderry. In Drumard td. 'rúndale'
persisted longest in the arable attached to 'Cullear', but in
the remainder of the townland the laying out of 'marches',

(8)apparently in the 1860's, swept away the open-fields. The
system in Gulladuff and Curragh townlands belonged to the same 

(4)
epoch. Along the Bann 'rúndale' remains almost intact in
Ballynease Liacpeake td., especially about Culbane cluster.

(5)
Traces also survive in Purse's town in Ballynease Helton;
while in Ballymacombs More 'squaring' was carried out in Low-
town cluster thirty years ago, and in Uppertown seventy-five
years ago. In Mulholland's town, Ball|macombs Beg td., the
'rúndale' system also obtained formerly. Of the three
Moneystaghan i-ownlands , honeystaghan Ellis,only,lies on the

(?)Vintners' property. The whole td. was a 'rúndale' in 1859^
and though enclosure was carried out in the 1870's, open-field
strips remain; traces of the former clusters of lowerys town,

(8)KoCallens town, Smiths town and Heeverins town survive. 1 2 3 * 5 6 * 8
(1) Ibid.
(2) App. B.IV, Ho.17.
(3) Ibid. No.£5.
(4 Ibid., No.26.
(5) l'bid., No.2b.
(6) Ibid., No.22,
(7 ) 0 .S.Valuation (Grif fith *s) field Bool-3 , 1869 .
(8) App. B.IV, No.20.
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In famlaghtduff td. rearrangement was a gradual and piecemeal 
process, and varied from one cluster group to another in timeQ 
On the lands of ’Cavan* ’rúndale’ strips, held by three re
lated families, are still numerous, though ’straight march’ 
construction lias been progressing since the late 19th. century. 
Forty years ago the arable about the 'Wood' was entirely in 
'rúndale', and despite an exchange of fields to facilitate 
consolidation, open-field strips are still a marked feature
of this cluster. In the Hillhead cluster ’rúndale' patches,

(1)and balks have been similarly preserved. The adjoining town-
lands of Mullaghboy and Oldtovmdowning were recorded as being

(2)held in 'run in deal" in 1854, and traces remained until
(3)

recently in the former. In Drumlamph townland four acres
of strip fields have survived enclosure; while Drumanee td,,
it was noted in 1859, was held in ’rúndale', and like most of

(5)
the former tds. was held by a perpetuity lease.

A tract of Glebelana, consisting of the townlands of 
Ballymacpeake lower and Upper, Moneystaghan - Macpeake and 
Mullaghnamoyagh, forms an island in the midst of this Vintner 
territory* Considering the notoreity of Glebelands for their 
unimproved state in the 19th. century, it is not surprising 
that its condition differs little from the Company lands.

(1) App. 3.IV, Mo.21.
(2) O.S.MSS. Co.Londonderry, Ballyscullion Parish, Box 30,
(3) App. B.IV, No.21.
(4) Ibid., No.26.
(5) 0.3.Valuation (Griffith's) field books, 1859.
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In Moneystaghan - Macpeake and Mullaghnamoyagh farms were
made compact some sixty years ago by swapping and internal
agreement; the same process continues in an endeavour to

(1)abolish surviving ’rúndale' strips in both townlands. In 
1859, when the whole of Bsllymacpeake Lower vas in 'rúndale', 
it was recorded that "some portions were so numerous and 
small, it would be impossible to show them on the 0.3. scale." 
An attempt was made to abandon the system some twenty years
later, but strips remain in great numbers in the neighbourhood(2)
of Ballymacpeake cluster. In Ballymacpeake Upper open-field 
remnants are süill in evidence especially near Holy Hill 
cluster.

Approaching Lough Beg the Vintners ' lands give way to 
Church

additional/property in Baliysoullion townland, a number of 
small tds. held by the Salters’ Company south of Bellaghy, 
and the estate of Sir Thomas Philips, which coincides with 
che delta of the Bann and Moyola rivers.

In the former,'rúndale * is again a feature of the 
present. 'Infields' surround the twin 'clachans' of Upper 
town and Lower town, while along the lake margin - the Mulloch 
Strand - common grazing land, held in 'sums', is taken in 
summer by the tenants of neighbouring townlands, and of those 
as remote as lloneystagnan, Ballymacpeake, etc.

Though no evidence of 'rúndale', past or present, is

(1) App.B.IV, No.20.
(2) App.B.IV, No.18.



150.

forthcoming on the Balters’ townlands, concomitants similar 
to those of Ballyscullion td. are typical on the adjoining 
Castledawson (formerly Bir Thomas Philips’) Estate«, In the 
Greagh (Btre and Otre) td. the summer grazing facilities of 
of the Lough Beg ’intake’ are duplicated, and great numbers 
of cattle are still sent to the ’sloblands' that extend al
most continuously from North-west Lough Neagh across the Bann

(1)delta to the lough Beg margins. Formerly, according to
tradition, the tenants of the surrounding lowland townlands
had recourse to these pastures to augment their own restricted
rough grazing patches, renting a sufficiency of 'sums' for

(2)
the season. Similar grazing tracts fringed the Moyola in
the Broagh and Liu 11agh townlands, and were utilised in an
analogous fashion. Several extracts from a book of rent
payments for the years 1720 - 1740, belonging to the manor of

(3)
Gastledawson, throw light on their mode of utilisation. A 
uniform charge of one pound yearly for a horse and sixteen 
shillings for a cow seems to have been generally Imposed, 
though for the "grassing of ye troops horses", twenty-four 
of which used the Greagh from the 26th. July to the 18th. 
October, 1739, a fee of one shilling per week for each horse 
was charged. Even in 1739 stinting by 'souming' was enforced, 
two four-year old sheep and six lambs being "2 soeums and a

(1) Ibid, No. 31.
(2) Ibid, No. 18.
(3) "Extracts from The Hental of the Mannour of Castledawson;

Book of Kent payments 1720-40." (P.R.O.N.I.)
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half". In Ballymaguigan townland, on the same estate, similar
rough grazing tracts were an essential part of the peasant
economy until seventy years ago. Only in the Greagh has the
'slob land.' remained in common (plate /3. ) . the 'sums'

(1)
being held in proportion to the arable acreages. The old 
rights of way to these strands are still maintained and con
tested.

These same townlands were also the great natural meadows
of the region - an outcome of their flood-plain environment.
Conditions in the Greagh, which was described in 1634 as
"one large flat meadow, the most of which was under water by(2)
the. inundations of Lough Beg in winter", were typical on a 
larger scale of the Broagh, Kullagh and Ballymaguigan town- 
lands. When the winter floods of Lough Neagh, Lough Beg and 
the Moyola receded, a rich herbage, stimulated by the fertil
ising silt, quickly shot up. According to tradition it was 
sold to people from all over the region to eke out the paltry 
supply of hay from their Borne patches of natural meadow. Only 
in this way could they sustain their horses in the winter.
The usual custom was to hire an acre or two of meadow, and 
¡Journey down in July to win the hay crop. Thus on the Mull- 
agh, according to a hay-making account of 1740, one meadow 
lot of 26 acres was let to ten people, and another lot of 1

(1) App. B IV, No. 30.
(5) O.S. MSS. Co. Londonderry, Artrea Parish, Box 29.
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the Broagh in 1751 seventeen tenants held lots of similar
3ize; while on the Creagh the alternative custom of selling
cropped hay at one shilling per load - to 36 people in 1732 -

(1)was practised. Relic 'rúndale* meadows survive in Bally -
(2)

scullion; but in the Creagh, where they existed until 1859, 
the Broagh, Ballymaguigan, etc,, they have been apportioned 
into consolidated stripes, abolishing the former joint 
condition.

The limited arable land of the Creagh is confined to a 
few ridges of sand and gravel, which offer cultivable ground 
above flood level. Here each tenant has his 'acre', disposed 
in one or more 'rúndale' strips, which have not yet been en
closed. Settlement, consisting of numerous little 'clachans' 
like Bar and Near Aughrim, Rice's Island and Bar Waterfoot, 
occupies similar flood-free terrain on the edge of the sandy 
ridges,

Tamniaran townland, though it also impinges on the 
Moyola, lacked the individuality of the other townlands on 
the Castledawson Estate, according more with the normal 
'rúndale' townland of the region. The latest recording of 
the system here dates to the 1859 Valuation Survey, which 
noted that "it consisted of a very fine farm on the banks of 
the Loyola, comprised mostly of arable soil, held in 'rúndale'

(1) "Extracts from the Rental of the Mamiour of Castledawson.
Book of Rent payments 1720-40." (P.R.O.N.I.)

(2) O.S.Valuation (Griffith's) field books, 1859.

40 acres to ten more, in parcels of 2 - 6 acres each« On
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and in lease at 21 shillings per standard acre - but it was
worth 50 shillings, were it not in 'rundale'." At this date

(1)there were 15 tenants holding in proportions of 78th 
Presumably final consolidation came, as in most townlands of 
the region, late in the 19th0 century when land was passing 
from the possession of the landlords to the land Commission,

With the exception of a few townlands then, we have 
evidence that ’rundale’ was a widespread phenomenon throughout 
this entire eastern territory, Though much of the Bellaghy 
(Vintner) Estate material is available, it is ironical that 
there is a corresponding gap in their information for the same 
townlands, thus precluding any possibility of extending the 
distribution scheme, Their records are significant, however, 
in that they corroborate, for an earlier date, much that re
latively recent tradition has revealed. An early 19th,
century survey attests the presence of partnership holding in(2) (3)
Drumlamph and Moyagall, while a later schedule betrays
remnants of the system in Ballymacombs Beg, Ballymaopeake

(4)
Upper, Dreenan and Moyagall in 1859.

(1) O.S. Valuation (Griffith's) field books, 1859.
(2) Bellaghy Estates: T,A Map of part of Drumlamph, 1817, by

J.r.cCready." (Mr. Boyd, BaHycastle).
(5) Bellaghy Estate Maps (Mr. Connolly's Estate) 1800,circa, 

(Mr. Boyd, Ballyoastle).
(4) Bellaghy Estates; traced maps, 1859 for the proprietors. 

(Mr. Boyd, Solicitor, Ballycastle).

)
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Ubiquity of 'rúndale* is again the keynote in the west
ern tract of the Vintners' Estate, which runs along the East
ern Sperrin slopes. In Pallylea townland an existing joint 
lease, that somehow survived both the attentions of the land
lords and the Land Commissioners, has perpetuated the 
'rúndale' system over more than 140 acres of arable and 
meadow land belonging to the Ranaghan More cluster. In add
ition, a considerable stretch of mountain pasture is grazed

(1)in common and held in 'sums'. In the neighbouring townlands
of Corlacky, Ballyheige and Slaghtneill remnants of the same

(2)
system persisted until striping some 70 years ago, though no
doubt the main phase of consolidation took place at an earlier
epoch. lirkane townland had no traditions of 'open-fields',
but on the mountain 26 peonle shared the 'sums' of the common

(3)grazing land. In Gortinure td. no mountain land was attached,
but formerly the tenants of Muliana town had a lowland tract
of rough grazing, which before it was 'marched off' several(4)
years ago, was shared in 'rúndale'. In the adjoining town-
land of Carrowmenagh lowland commonage is still regulated in

(5)'sums', and meadows are held jointly.

Despite the apparent prevalence of the system in former

ei) App. B 111 , No
(2) Ibid,► t N o. 12.
(3) App. 3 Ill , No
(4) Ibid,*
(5) Ibid,► t No. 14.
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times, it is obvious that the essential features - apart from 
those in Fallylea - did not last as well as in the eastern 
belt, Early change was more typical here. In 1859, accord
ing to the Bellaghy records, partnership remnants were observed 
only in Ballyknock and Pallylea tds., both of which, however,
were at that date almost entirely consolidated and enclosed

(1)like the remaining townlands of the estate.

But at the beginning of the 19th. century partnership
holdings were more in evidence. They were common on the land(2)of all the clusters of Pallagloon. as v/ell as in the 'Romish

(5) (4)
part of Ballyknock,* Lisnamuck, Halfegain and Fallylea,
signifying that the beginnings of the process of improvement
did not at any rate antedate the beginning of the century.

On the tract of Churchland wedged between these Vintner
territories evidence of the system is almost entirely wanting.
Much of this property was unsettled peat bog and rough land

(5)
at the commencement of the 19th. century, though by 18S2 a 
number of small 'clachans* had apparently evolved all along 
the Moyola banks. The lateness of settlement may have milit
ated against the development of 'rúndale* features in this 
sector, though it is equally feasible to see this information

(1) Bellaghy Estates; traced maps, 1859, for the proprietors
(Mr. Boyd, Bally oastle).

(2) Bellaghy Estate ;Maps of "Eallaglune" ,1800. (Mr.Boyd ,B&Uy- 
(5) Ibid.}"A map of the Bomish part of Ballyknock, /oastle)

circa 1800,
(4) Ibid.,maps of Halfegain,"Pallelea & lisnamucH,circa 1800

( Mr. Boyd ,Ballyq.. ;tle ).
(5) G.V.hampson, A Map of Co.Londonderry, 1813.(P.B.O.B.I.)»
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gap as a consequence of early improvements emanating from 
Maghera.

North of the Clady is socially another asgion. To cross 
the river is to journey from the past to the present. The 
pattern changes suddenly from the dense 'rúndale* distribution 
of the Vintners' territory to extreme sparsity of evidence on 
the Mercers' property, which covers most of this region.
Early improvements by the latter Company, which was one of 
the first to regain possession of its estates, is the keynote 
here, militating against the reconstruction of the former 
scheme from existing traditions. Where these are forthcoming 
they invariably hark back, in vague form, to the early 19th. 
century. Thus in Kilrea townland, according to tradition, 
'rúndale' stretches comparable to those of Glasgort, though 
less extensive, fringed the Bann edge; they were at the dis
posal of the inhabitants of the town for meadow strius and for 

(1)commonage. Movanagher townland had similar river land and
intermixed openfields, which were 'straightened* by the

(2 )
Mercers' Company in early times. In Lislea townland alone 
relics of the system somehow survived in the vicinity of 
Currish cluster, though these too went by the board during 
the land purchasing schemes of the land Commission in the late 1 2

(1) App. B IV, No. 15.
(2) Ibid,, No. 12c
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19th. century. It is notable that all these tovvnlands 
impinge on the floodplain, where the persistence of rough 
land must have helped to prolong these features.

( 1 )

Only on a narrow belt of Church and Glebe land, extending
from the neighbourhood of Kilrea in the North to the Clady
River in the South, can a significant pattern be built up.
Here typically the social relations of the old order lingered,
as in an island, amid the replanned environment of the Mercers *

(2)property. Eillygullib Glebe was in ’ rundale ' in 1859# and 
remnants persisted even longer in the vicinity of the former 
cluster of Drumgarvagh - probably until the sale of the Church

(3)lands under the Church Temoralities Commission of 1869. The 
remains of many little ’elechans’ are still evident throughout 
the townland, viz., the Scollop, Drumgarvagh, Old town, Lower 
town, Turners town, Campbells town and Wallaces town. Though 
there is no equivalent evidence for RLliyrauck and Lisgorgan 
Glebes, it is probable that here too the last ’rundale1 features 
were abolished at the same date.

In Gortmacrane - a long tract of Church land - it was
noted in 1854 that of the 120 families settled on the townland,

(4)
three-quarters held their fan© in 'rundale'. A number of 
relic openfield strips survive. The system in Drumagarner

(1) Ibid., No. 4.
(2) OoS.Valuation (Griffith’s) field books, 1859,
(S) App. B XV, No. 16.
(4) 0,8o MSS. Co.Londonderry, Tamlaght O ’Crilly Parish,

Box 46 & 47.
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tovvnland belonged to a similar early period, surviving longest
on a tract of rough dug-out bog which was formerly grazed in

(1)
common by the tenants of "Bridge Quarter" cluster. In the
adjoining td. of Drumane the main features were again abolished
by the 'straightening' of farms a century or more ago; where
differences in soil quality were marked, isolated patches of

(2)
intermixed strips persisted until recent years. Of the
more southerly Church lands fringing the Clady River, tradition
attests the former working of 'rúndale* in both Drumoolish and

(3)
Drumlane tdse In the latter, the entire land belonging to 
the former sixteen families of the cluster of Drumlane was a 
confusion of intermixed strips, some barely a few riggs wide. 
Ejection and consolidation of the numerous holdings to one 
farm swept away all traces of the system in the middle of 
last century. In Drumoolish td., where events were less cat
astrophic, an open-field farm, held jointly by a small group 
of three families, was allowed to continue in operation until 
as recently as sixty or seventy years ago. Presumably the
Church temporalities Commissioners abolished the last remnant

(4)
of the old scheme here.

Evidence of 'rúndale* can be looated on a few1 additional 
townlands none of which, significantly enoughs lay on the 
Mercers' Estate. On the Eastern Sperrin foothills the three

(1) App. B IV, No. 8,
( 2 ) Ibid., No. 5.
(3) Ibid., No. 15.
(4) App. B IV, No. 15.



159

townlands of Ballylame, Tamnyrankin and Largagh have adhered to
the 'rundale' system in the regulation of their 'mean’ mountains,
In Mullan td., overlooking the Bann, many of the essential

(1)features were in evidence as late as 1859.

Though there is little ground for assuming that ’rúndale' 
was a ubiquitous system in this region, evidence from several 
early sources attests a more wide spread distribution prior to 
the commencement of improvements by the Mercers' Company. In 
Killelagh Parish, which incorporates much of the territory of 
the latter company, it was recorded in 1819, that the "inhab
itants still incline to live in villages ... and when living in
villages the use or custom is to have their land in what is(2)
called 'rúndale' or coraaon". Similarly in Maghera Parish,
which coincided in part with the Mercará' lands, "the custom
of rúndale" it was noted in 1814, "still remains ... and never
fails to embroil those who have the misfortune to hold in that

(3)way, in endless disputes with partners”„ But in both parishes
(4)

by the 1830's, charges were well under way, explaining the
paucity of 'claclian' settlement there in 1832.

Mercers'
The remainder of the territory of the company lay in

the parish of Tsmlaght O'Crilly, where we are told in 1834

(!) O.S.Valuation (Griffith's) field Books, 1659.
(2) V/.S.Mason, Op,cit, Vol.III, p.251.
(3) V/.S. Mason, Op.Cit. Vol.l, p.604.
(4) O.S.MSS., Co.Londonderry, Killelagh Parish, Box 42;

Maghera Parish, Box 44.
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"the great obstruction to improvement was the system of ’rúnd
ale' : that is, of holding 5 or 6 small patches, dispersed in
different directions and containing each on an average but

(1)half a rood, as a single farm".

Prom this regional analysis several broad conclusions on 
the order of events in the history of the rundale system are 
obvious. In the North-west region, enclosed within the great 
arc of the Sperrins, the infiltration of enlightened modes of 
agriculture, and the introduction of root crops, along the 
highway of the Roe Valley in the 18th. and early 19th. centur
ies, spelled early disaster for the open-field system on the 
fertile fringes of the river. The culture lag increased out
wards towards the peripheral zone of foot Mils and tributary 
valleys in proportion to the degree of isolation from the 
main cultural stream. Here, though rundale was'still pre
valent through the early 19th. century, by the middle of the 
century sweeping changes had transformed many town lands of the 
Upper Paughan, Benada end Glenrandal valleys, ushering in the 
new social order. In others of more backward situation im
provements lagged until the late 19th. century; elsewhere 
rundale features have persisted until the present, as in 
Myroe, where despite early innovations the existence of season
al flood plain land must have helped to prolong many of the

O . S . M S S . ,
(1) tedrd., ramlaght O'Crilxy Parish, Box 46 & 4?.
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foxmer social relations.

In the North-east Sperrin Region social changes, which 
were inaugurated in the late 18th. century ana continued 
intermittently through the 19th. century, were still in motion 
at the end of the century. The process was gradual, extend
ing first to townlands within the sphere of influences emanat
ing from Coleraine, and reaching out in the early 19th. century 
to the valleys of the Macosquin, Aghadowey and Agivey, which 
were finally transformed by a spate of replanning in the middle 
of the century. Remnants continued to cling to the Sperrin 
Slopes and to lowland townlands with tracts of rough land, 
appended until later in the century, and even until the present 
century.

Events in the Moyola - Lough Neagh Region were governed 
mainly by the history and policy of the various companies 
formerly holding territories there. Improvemen ts came first 
to the Slieve Gallion - Sixtowns district, where gradual 
changes in the 18th. century doubtless transformed the low
lands about Draperstown; but it was the Drapers' Company 
which, on regaining control of its Estates in 1817, swept away 
clachans and rundale at one fell stroke over much of the 
Country. Adjoining estates followed their percept, so that 
in only a few isolated townlands were remnants prolonged into 
the Rite 19th. century.

In complete contrast was the region between the Clady
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and thé Moyola, where the maladministrations of the Vintner 
property by the Bellaghy proprietors, and the persistence of 
tracts of bog and rough grazing, helped to perpetuate the 
•rúndale’ system almost unchanged over much of the estate until 
the late 19th. century. Considerable tracts still remain un
consolidated. The Glebe lands were similarly circumstanced 
due to negligence, though on the Church land earlier improve
ment was typical.

On similar terrain south of the Ltoyola, despite some early 
and mid-nineteenth century improvement, much of the territory 
of the Salters who only took over their estates in 1853, re
mained in ’rúndale' until late in the eentuiy.

North of the Clady River the 'rúndale' system was fairly 
widespread in the early 19th. century, but rearrangements be
fore the middle of the century, corresponding with the early 
resumption of the administration of their estates by the Mer
cers' Company, transformed the cultural landscape over much of 
this district before the first O.S, Improvements lagged until 
late in the century on the Church lands, while on the Glebes 
social conditions were typically backward until the end of the 
century.

The total distribution of 'rúndale' in all this London
derry Region (diag. i3. ) though it falls short of the almost
predominant scheme of clachans evidenced in 1832, is neverthe
less significant in that the evidence incorporated, in rare
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instances only, antedates the middle of the 19th. century. 
Though no means of estiiaating the extent of the social ohange 
in the 16th. and early 19th. centuries are available, it is 
apparent, allowing a wastage before the middle of the 19th„ 
century equivalent to that ensuing, that the gap in our in
formation is considerable. The nature of the evidence em
ployed - townland references only are utilised, data of less 
quantative pretensions, referring to parishes, company lands, 
etc. being disregarded - tends also to underpaint the picture. 
Where this has been added, as in diagram /V. , a more com
prehensive - almost predominant - distribution scheme is 
apparent. Finally there is little doubt that the unit of 
settlement associated with the 'rundale' system was not the 
single dwelling or 'einzelhof’, but the 'clachan' of clustered 
houses.

In the Glenelly Region of Co.Tyrone, where 'rundale' was
also a widespread phenomenon in the past, the trend of events
has been largely an outcome of the physical personality of the
region. In this mountain girt glacial valley the social code
of a century, or more, ago persisted until the present oentiny.
In Glencoppogagh ta. tradition tells of the existenoe of
'rundale’ not long ago in the present depleted clusters of
McCullagh’s town and Hcleughlin’s town; relic strips and the

( 1 )'mean mountain’ survive. Two written sources are equally 1
(1) App. I). No.4.
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confirmatory, and more explicit0 The first - the O.S.Valuat
ion - attests the working of the system in 1859; from the 
second it is equally evident that it persisted in I860, per
petuated by old perpetuity leases in the Quarters of^High town 
among 72 tenants, and in McCullagh's town among 14. In
Cloghemy townland much of the land is still in ’rúndale’,

(2 )
though less so than in 1880. Letterbratt, similarly leased
for ever in four quarters, was ''a kind of rúndale" in 1880, each

(3)
faro consisting of four divisions. The system was operative

(4)
in 1859 in the townlands of Upper Drumnaspaar and Castledomph,
in both of which, together with Bien townland, ’straightening’(5)
was carried out some 70 years ago (i.e. about 1880). The 
name ’rúndale’ still applies to the ’mean mountain’ in these 
townlands, as well as in Glenroan and Glenchiel, in the latter 
of which in 1907 ’’the fields were so snail, that in many in
stances there were not more than two or three perches in each,
and there were no fences of any kind or discription on the(6)estate." In Ueenacrane town land the last recording of

( ? )the system was in 1859; while in Oughtboy (Aughaboy) the end(8)
came by rearrangement in 1817. On the opposite side of the 
valley, in Corramore townland, though the clusters have been

(1) "Irish Land Act Commission", 1880, p*5740
(2) Ibid.
(3) Ibid, p.373.
(4) O.S.Valuation (Griffith’s) field books, 1859.
(5) App. D. No. 2,(6) Royal Commission on Congestion, 1906, Report VII, p.126,
(7) O.S.Valuation field books, 1859.
(8) "Devon Commission", Vol„ 1, p.816.
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drastically reduced in size, open-field cultivation persists; 
as depopulation progresses gradual consolidation ensues.

It is evident, therefore, that in the isolation of this 
valley there was lit Die change m  the early years of the 19th0 
century; the main innovations were delayed, due to social 
inertia, until the end of this century and the beginning of 
the 20th. It is paradoxical that here where 'rundale' linger
ed so long, there is little Grace in the present of its chief 
concomitant the clachan, which usually persists long after 
the decay of the other features. The nature of the trans
forming process, by which the whole system was swept away in 
one sharp phase, was the main causative factor, though drastic 
depopulation with the break down of the former social ties was 
an added force. The present landscape of 'striped farms' and 
aligned settlement pattern is typically 'replanned* idiag. 7  ,).

It is equally evident, as in Co. Londonderry, that the 
clachan was the settlement unit of the 'rundale' system, and 
that both were formerly a more significant, if not predominant, 
feature of the rural economy.

*
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The second region comprises almost the whole of North 
Antrim north of a line drawn arbitrarily from the northern tip 
of lough Beg in the south-west, to Garron Point in the north
east. The Northern and eastern boundaries are the coastal 
stretches from the Giant's Causeway to Pair Head, and from the 
latter to Garron Point. In the west the boundary follows 
partly the Bann, and partly the north to south course of the 
lower Bush.

The physical basis of the region is determined by the 
existence of remnants of former denudation levels or peneplains 
of different elevation. The lowland peneplain, which ie best 
developed between 200' and 400’, comprises the whole of the 
region to the west of the line of the Tow and Upper Bush. It 
falls from 600* along the north coast to below 200* in the 
Middle Bush, extending southwards up the Bann Valley and along 
the Main, whence it continues to rise eastwards towards the 
intermediate levels at the head of the Glenravel and Bush 
Rivers, and east of loughguile. In the north-east it is pro
longed along the Glenshesk and Carey Valleys, merging with the 
600' level that extends from the valley heads to the cliffs of 
Pair Head and Murlough. To the south of this the surface 
rises again to levels of over 800’, which are continued as far 
as the Braid, culminating in peaks like Croaghan 1366*, 
Carnanmore 1253*, Slieveanorra 1676* and Trostan 1817*. In 
the east this high peneplain reaches the coast in steep scarps 
and deeply-trenched rejuvenated gashes, forming the Glens of
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Antrim, which with the narrow coastal plain, carry the entire 
settlement of this eastern stretch.

No apparent close relationship exists between geology 
and relief. Basalt underlies plain and plateau, and outcrops 
equally with schist on the high peneplain, with little appar
ent difference in elevation. Schist is the dominant series 
in the north-east comer, east of the Tow and Glenbush and 
north of the Orramore - Tievebulliagh line. On the south it 
is overlapped by Kesoaoic^and tertiary basalt, which extend 
continuously over the rest of the plateau and reach out west
wards, where they are thrown down to outcrop over the whole 
lower peneplain as far as the Bsnn in the west and overriding 
the schist in the north-west. Other outliers cap many of the 
peaks in the north-east. In the east the high peneplain is 
flanked by sandstone and conglomerates of Old Hod Sandstone 
area.between Cushendun and Cushendall, Triassic deposits under 
lie the lowland breach of Glenarriff, while Carboniferous 
shales and sandstone outcrop in the lower Carey and Glenshesk 
basins!'1’;

Glaciation of Scot wish ice ma8t.es has modified the 
region. Kesidual spreads of boulder clay mantle the whole 
lower peneplain, thinning out towards the 600’ level and north 
of the Ballymoney Annoy moraine, where the readvance of the

(1) J.K.Charlesworth & others, "The Geology of North-East
Ireland” , Proceedings of the Geologists1 Association, 
Vol. XXVI, 1935.
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Scottish ice left an almost driftless region. Southwards 
the drift increases in thickness, passing gradually into 
drumlins, which are densely distributed along the Bann Valley, 
south of Long Mountain, and east of the Main, thinning out 
again approaching the Glenravel valley. The intermediate 
peneplain is drift-free, but in the east the glens from 
Glendun to Glenarriff are floored by red and brown boulder 
clay.

In the valleys, and marking the limits of the readvance 
of the ice, are great tracts of sands and gravels. From 
Ballymoney they stretch to Armoy in hummocky mounds, reaching 
along the Tow glen and flanking the northern end of KnoelcLayd 
to merge with the flat topped gravel terraces so character
istic of the Glenshesk-Carey region« Further branches extend 
up Glenbush, and west of Armoy to Dervock; while a series of 
mounds fringes the eastern bank of the Main as far south as 
Cullybackey. Another tongue, an offshoot of the Braid sands
and gravels, follows the Glogh water to just south of Newtown

(1)Crommelin0 In the east sands and gravels floor Glendun.

For analysis purposes the physical subdivision into high 
peneplain and low peneplain will suffice.

sThe former consists roughly of the territory east of the 
north-south line of the 500» contour, which bisects the region 
in almost two equal parts. In the west it includes the

(1) J,K«Oliarlesworth, "Some Observations on the Glaciation 
of North-Bast Ireland," P.R.I.A. VoloXXTVI, 1924«
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the valleys of Glenshesk, Carey, Inver and Glenravel; in 
the east those of Glendun, Glenarriff and Glen Ballyemon 
breach the plateau wall, prolonging settlement far into the 
highland zone» The present settlement pattern is one of 
dispersal; but features of the former social organisation 
have been perpetuated in the ’claohan’, though to a lesser 
extent than in Co. Londonderry. This is especially true of 
the eastern fringes where, in more than 120 townlands traces 
of a mere 11 'dachans' (6 large and 5 small groups) survive. 
The first O.S. however records a distribution of 73 groups - 
including both types - illustrating the extent and rapidity 
of social change in the interim since 1832. The resulting 
average of .6 clachans per townland, though it falls short of 
the scheme of one ’clachan’ per townland so typical of the 
Londonderry region, is not representative of a homogeneous 
distribution pattern. There is a contrast between the narrow 
coastal stretch north of Glendun, where the ’clachan' prevailed 
in every townland in 1832, and the ¿¿Lens to the south, where 
a sparser distribution was then evident. Whether this re
presents the original or a residual scheme is difficult to 
assess from the inadequate number of pre-1832 estate maps 
available. If we assume the latter then we must look for the 
beginning of social change, involving the clearance of cluster 
settlements, in the "Glens" especially, to the years before 
1832. If the former is the case then a continuity of settle
ment evolution until 1832 is evident, in which claohans did
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not develop in a great many tovmlands. Several early 19th. 
century estate maps for the tract north of Glendun, far from 
evidencing a social hiatus prior to 1832, illustrate the 
'clachan' scheme still in the process of evolving, Thus

(1)Aughnasillagh td. in 1789 had a nucleus of three dwellings,
to which two more dwellings had been added by 1812, and a

(2)
single house erected on another site. By 1832 the little 
group had expanded to a ’dachas' of fourteen houses, and from 
the isolated dwelling another group of seven houses had 
evolved. In the adjoining townlsnd of Torcorr a cluster of 
three dwellings in 1789 had increased to four in 1812, and by 
1832 had become a settlement of ten dwellings. Similarly in 
Altagore townland on the site of two dwellings in 1789 six 
houses had developed by 1812, and had spilled over with in
creased population to form a group of eleven houses in 1832, 
The other townlands of this district experienced a similar 
period of growth until 1852.

In the glens to the south evidence is less conclusive,
but judging by the few existing estate maps of the 18th,
century 'clachan' settlement was still a scheme in evolution
up to 1832. In Layd td., which lies in the region of very
small townlands at the mouth of Glen Ballyemon and Glendun,

(3)
the cluster of four dwellings in 1782 had almost doubled

(1) llscellaneous maps of Sir Geo, White's Estates, 1789.
(P.R.O.H.I.).

(2) A Book of maps of Sir Geo. White's Estate, 1812»
( P . R . O . N . I . ) .

(3) Antrim Estates: A Book of maps of the Barony of Glenarm,1782, by P.O'Hara (Antrim Estates OoJJlenarm.)
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itself in size by 1852, though on the surrounding townlands
dispersed settlement was more typical. In the townland of
Cloughs, running from west of Cushendall to the summit of

(1)Tievebulliagh, no sign of nucleation was evident in 1782,
settlement consisting of six dispersed dwellings and six
others grouped in pairs; by 1832 three considerable 'cla chans'
had developed. The trend of development in Galboly townland
may be typical of other townlands further south. Here from
a group of three dwellings and a single isolated house of(2)
1782 a settlement scheme of two 'clachans', consisting of 
eight and thirteen dwellings respectively,and another small 
community of two dwellings evolved in the short span until 
1852. This evidence militates against any idea of social 
decay before 1832 and precludes, for the most part, an attempt 
at extending the ' clachan' distribution of that date. In no 
case where estate maps were forthcoming, was it apparent that 
there had been a devolution of settlement groups existing in 
the 18th. century, before 1832. Nor was it evident from the 
same maps that townlands with dispersed settlement in 1832 
had ever any other settlement pattern. The very inadequacy 
of this material, however, renders such a conclusion little 
more than tentative.

In the Knocklayd district, comprising the valleys of the 
Tow, Glenshesk and Carey rivers, on the north-west fringes of

(1) Ibid.
(2) Ibid.
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the high peneplain, ' clachan' settlement lias lasted longer. 
Traces of 19 large and 12 snail groups are still disoemible 
in the present typically dispersed scheme, especially high up 
on the glensides. In 1632 a total distribution of 72 
’clachans', or ;just more than one per townland on an average, 
was evidenced. Surviving eBiate maps of the 16th. century, 
which are available for a wide extent of the region, do not 
suggest the existence of more predominant distribution than 
this scheme formerly. On the contrary they indicate that the 
number of 'clachans' rather than decreasing, increased con
tinuously from the end of the 16th. century and waB still 
evolving during the early 19th. century. F o r example, in 
lenaghs tov.nland in Glenshesk a hamlet of two dwellings in 
1782 expanded to one of six by 1832, and in addition another 
cluster of six dwellings had arisen where no settlement exist
ed In 1782, In Drimadoan (Drumadoon) td,, from a single(2)
dwelling in 1782 a pattern of several small groups,
including one of six dwellings, evolved by 1832. The same
development typified Ballycurnian td. in the Tow Glen, where
a cluster of eight dwellings had grown by 1832 from an orlg-

(5)
inal group of three dwellings in 1786, and another nucleus 
of four dwellings stood on what had been uncolcmised land 50 
years before.

(1) .Antrim «¡states: A Book of maps of the Barony of Carey,
1782. (G1enarm).(2) Ibid.

(3) "A Book of maps containing the Estate of Hugh Boyd, Esq.
in Co,Antrim, Surveyed and drawn in 1785 & 1786 by 
Jq s . Williamson." (Ballyoastle),
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Even in townlands where no additional clusters arose
between the end of the 18th. and middle of the 19th. century,
those that already existed received such a fillip that they
often more than doubled their size by 1832, In Broombeg td.
the cluster of four dwellings in 1785 increased threefold by

(1)1832; in Broug'nmore td., to a settlement group of five
(2)

dwellings 13 more were added between 1785 and 1832; while 
in Coolnagoppoge td. in the Carey valley the number of dwell
ings was quadrupled during the same period, a nucleus of seven(2)
in 1782 expanding to 32 dwellings in 1832.

At the other extreme were several townlande, where for
some reason, possible due to restricted arable land, no
appreciable expansion occurred. Ihus in Cregbane (Craigbane)
td. a group of three houses in 1782 remained unchanged in size
in 1832, though a further hamlet of two houses had arisen on

(4)
another site. In Ardaghmore - largely a mountain townland 
of limited arable area - only one dwelling was added between 
1782 and 1852 to an original community of two houses, increas
ed population overflowing to a new site, where a group of(5)three houses evolved. Similarly, the small townland of
Kullarts, which lad two dwellings in 1785, experienced little(6)
growth by 1832, 1 2 * 4

(1) "A Book of maps containing the Estate of Hugh Boyd,Esq.
in Co.Antrim, Surveyed and drawn in 1785 & 1786 by 
J.H.Williamson."

(2) Antrim Estates: A Book of maps of the Barony of Carey,
1782. (Antrim Estates COoJalemrm) •

(3J Ibid.
(4) ibid. (5) Ibid. (6) Maps of the Boyd Estate,

Op. cit.
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In this region, as in the later, therefore, the middle 
of the 19th. century represents a climax in a phase of popul
ation increase, which was accommodated both by an increase in 
the number of 'clachans’ and by an expansion in the size of 
those existing in the 18th. century.

Along the western slopes of the high peneplain, including 
Glenbush, survival is again the keynote, traces of 20 
'clachans* remaining in the 32 townlands comprising the region. 
The O.S. allows the addition of a further ten that existed in 
1832, giving a fairly widespread distribution of 30 groups, 
or an average of one per townland at that time.

In the Glenravel Valley a marked contrast between the 
northern and southern flanks is apparent. In the 13 town- 
lands of the south, seven clusters remain of a former total 
of ten, giving a fairly normal average per townland. To the 
north a single small 1olachsn’, which subsequently disappeared, 
was the sole survival in ten townlands in 1832, Apparently 
early replanning, judging by the present extreme regularity 
of farm layout, wrought a heavy change here.

Speaking for the high peneplain as a whole, nucleated 
settlement was a typical feature until the middle of the 19th, 
century, when a sharp social change transformed the eastern 
glens and coastal tract, sweeping away the former 'claohane’.
In the western districts, where the impact was not so sharp, 
grouped settlement remained significant, despite subsequent 
depopulation.
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On the lower peneplain two sub-regions have been dis
tinguished - viz. the valley of the Bush and its tributaries, 
and the region drained by the rivers Bann and Main. In the 
former, which reaches from the north coast to south of the 
river Bush, the persistence of the 'clachan1 is remarkable, 
traces of 111 surviving in the 114 townlands comprising the 
region; 47 others existed in 1832, giving a maximum total 
of 158 clusters, or a relatively high average of 1,4 per 
townland. But this 1832 density was not homogeneous.
(diag. >S ). Clachans were widespread about the head
waters of the tributaries of the Bush and Stranooum rivers, 
clinging to the peneplain level over 300’, and in proximity 
to tracts of bog. A perceptible diminution was evidenced 
approaching the lower valley of the Stranocum river and in 
the Bush Valley between and about Stranocum and Annoy, where, 
on the deeper drift and alluvium early improvement probably 
occurred, affecting a wastage, or inhibiting the growth of 
grouped settlement before 1832. The density increased again 
approaching the 400’ levels about lou$i Guile, which mis en
circled by a ring of clusters.

It is difficult to estimate if the distribution of 1832 
can be extended. lie few estate maps which survive suggest 
that clachans were still in active evolution throughout the
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late 16th. century and the early 19th. century in the dense
area of the north, where settlement developed in islands girt
in hy peat tracts. In Teerfahun (Turfahun) td. two groups

(1)of three and nine dwellings in 1782, increased in size to 
four and thirteen dwellings respectively in 1832. In Bally- 
alarty (Ballyallaght) a neighbouring townland, a similar ex
pansion of the cluster from six to twelve dwellings was appar-(2)
ent in the 50 years subsequent to 1782. [Further east in
Camsampson td«, settlement in 1782 consisted of 'High Sampson'
a group of three houses, 'Iter Carasampson* a single dwelling,

(3)
arid two other groups of two houses each. By 1832 'High 
Carnsampson' had become a 'clachan' of ten houses, 'Far C a m 
sampson' a group of four, while another group of three dwell
ings existed. Another cluster evolved in Carnduff td., on
the north coast, between 1785, when settlement was completely

(4)
dispersed, and 1832; in earnestly townland a dispersed 
house in the same 50 years evolved to a nucleus of nine dwell
ings, while a small group of live houses attained proportions

(5)
five times as great.

South of the Bush the pattern at the beginning of the 
19th. century had already changed. Between Stranooum and 
Ballymoney 'clachans' had lost their characteristic layout to

(1) Antrim Estate Maps, op. cit., 1782.
(2 ) Ibid.
(3) Boyd Estate Haps, op.cit., 1785 and 1786,
(4) Boyd Estate Maps, op.cit,, 1785 & 1786,
(5) Ibid.
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(1)become loosely knit and aligned along the road. In the 
remainder of this region the trend of evolution is difficult 
to ascentain. In the absence of early maps we can only sur
mise that early improvement was considerable , though whether i 
it broke up a former scheme of grouped settlement, or prevent
ed any development of nucleation at all is a matter for spec
ulation.

In the southern half of the lower peneplain drained by 
the Bann aid the Main ’alachan^ have also survived remarkably. 
Traces of 90 persist in the 145 town lands, while only forty 
have decayed since 1852c The total distribution for that
date of 150, or almost one per townland, accords well with the 
other regions analysed. The dense pattern of the Main, how
ever, cantrasts with the sparser distribution of the Bann 
Valley, where early decay, especially north of Portglenone, 
seems to have been the keynote. In the Main Valley •olaohan’ 
concentrations are apparent along the margins of the flood- 
plain and the eastern flanks of long Mountain, thinning out 
southwards towards Cullybackey, and eastwards in the stretch 
between Clo^mills and Clogh.

Though it is not possible to add appreciably to the 1852 
distribution, it is eviaent from a few surviving early estate 
maps that in several townlands of the 16th. century there were 
traces of group settlements, which have been replaced by a 
dispersed pattern. Bolynamady (Ballynamaddy) townland on the

(1) "Maps of the Stranocum Estate in the Barony of Dunluce,
Co,Antrim} surveyed 1805 by Jas. Kane." (P.R.O.h.I.).
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banks of the Clogh River, just above its confluence with the
Main, is an instance. Here in 1758 settlement consisted of
a single house and a cluster of three dwellings, which instead
of expanding with increased population, devolved to a dis-

(1)persed scheme by the middle of the 19th. century. Further
up the same river, in Limavallaghan td„, two groups of two
and three dwellings, which comprised the entire settlement

(2)
in 1738, had disappeared before 1852. In the adjoining M «  
of Dunbught, on the other hand, a hamlet of two houses in the

(3)same period evolved to a considerable 'claohan’. Similar
development was characteristic of Ballymacaldrick td„, where
Magheramenagh cluster grew from a community of five dwellings
to one of thirteen between 1782 arid 1852, and at least two
additional groups, non-existant in 1782, developed in the 

(4)
same period.

In this North Antrim Region, therefore, there has been 
a tendency toward the development of settlement groups, which 
continued to evolve in numbers and in s i z e  over much of the 
area until the middle of the 19th, century, though in some 
districts early social changes either inhibited their growth 
or swept them away before this date. They have persisted to 
a remarkable degree in the rest of the region, though de

ll) "Correct Maps of the several Quarter-lands herein ment
ioned mered and bounded either in full or subdivisions 
EDCa-CO: Vlll." ?he Set at e of Wm. Hamilton, Esq. (3? .R .0 .

(2) Ibid. N.I.)
(3) Ibid.
(4) Antrim Estate Maps, 1782, (Antrim Estates Co.G1 aiarm)„
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population, and the new social code wrought a profound change 
in their former layout»

The 'clacharb1 of today are hue a shadow of what they were 
a century ago. In the townland of Lower Glenstaghey tradition 
tells of 103 ’smokes’ in former times, on the site of what is

(1)now a single farm. Dunouragan td, in Glendun had popul
ation of 300 people, where now three families remain, while
in Ooolnagoppoge td. the present cluster of four families is

(S)
said to 'nave load 32 ’smokes’ at a time. The 1832 O.S, tells 
a similar story. The former *dachan of Escort in Lest Torr 
td0, once a community of almost forty families, has become 
degenerate; in Greenan and Cameatley tds. clusters of 23 and 
24 dwellings respectively'’ have completely lost their identity.

Such settlements may be regarded as abnormal developments
of the era of increasing population, culminating in the middle
of the 19th. century. But the flexibility of settlement in
this region, by which a single farm might easily evolve to a
considerable ’clachan’ in a short lapse of time, makes it
difficult to speak of normality or abnormality. Things were
in a constant state of flux, depending on the ebb and flow of
population, so that an estimate of an average condition is
difficult to arrive at. Thus Coolnagoppoge cluster evolved
from a hamlet of four dwellings in 1782; Gameatley and 

(4)
Greenan had antecedents of five and four dwellings respect- 1 2 3

(1) App. A., Ho. 40.
(2) Ibid., No. 39*
(3) Ibid., Ho. 35.
(4j Antrim Estate Maps, 1782, (Antrim Estates Co.Glenana)•
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ively, while Escort had. its origin in a community of two
(1)dwellings in 1782. Previous evidence has been equally 

significant and conclusive in illustrating that the typical 
hamlet of middle of the 19th. century was very different in 
size from that of the late 18th* century; and no doubt that of 
the early 18th. century differed again from the latter, though 
to a lesser degree due to the more uniform rate of population 
increase in the 18th. century.

Prora a reconstruction of the former distribution of the
'rúndale1 system and an analysis of its history the contrast
between east and west is again evident. Despite the almost
complete absence of 'clachan' relics in the eastern glens,
paradoxically enough evidence of 'rúndale1 is frequent. In
the townlands of Aughasillagh, lieadaughtan mid linockmacolusky,
which follow in a continuous string all along the plateau edge
north of Glendun, the system continued until a century or so

(2) (5) (4)
ago; in the townlands of West Dorr, Torcorr and Pornamoney
on the same coastal strip, relic 'rúndale' strips can still be
traced. Injsienaan, in the townlands of Dunouragan, Drumna-
sraear, Banagh, Straid and Gortaghragen the tern 'rúndale' is
applied to the cultivated holms and meadow along the river

(5)fringes. Ihe custom of 'souming' on the mountain grazing in 
the upper reaches of the same glen has perpetuated the name

(2) App„ A., No. 28. (1) Antrim Estates Maps, 1782
(3) Ibid., No. 44. (Antrim EstatesK Co.Glenarm)
(4) Ibid., No. 26.
(5) Ibid., Nos. 38 and 39.
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of 'rundale' all along the valley side, though the essential
features of the systera have decayed. Tradition also records
the working of the system, rou$ily a century ago, in the two
former clusters of Gruig td., in Glenaan, where the old 'balks’

(1)are still traceable in the now consolidated farms. Ihirther
south, in Glenarriff, 'rundale' strips survive in Ballyhurinan
and Ballynameela in Hilraore townland, though, as in Drurnnacur
townland on the opposite glen-side, the middle of the 19th.(2 )
century probably witnessed the end of the system. The O.S. 
valuators noted a final remnant in Galboly td. in 1859.

In the western margin of the high, peneplain 'rundale'
seems to have been a less recent phenomenon. In the glens
surrounding Knocklayd the name survives on the arable only in
the townland of Broombeg, where the lower dales are inter-

(S)
mixed and unenclosed. Coolaveely was similarly oircum-

(4)
etanced until 1859. In the townlande of Capecaetle, Bally-

(5)
durnian and Tureagh, and all the way along Glenshesk to
Ballycastle, including Stroane, Dunoarbit and Iirumnaeullin(6)
tds., the name is associated only with the mountain pastures.

At t'ne head of the Carey River features have persisted 
in Coolnagoppoge td0, where the arable below the cluster is

(1) App0 A. No. 41.
(2) Ibid., Nos. 29 & 50.
(5) Ibid,, No. 52.
(4| O.S.Valuation (Griffith's) field books, 1859.
(5) App. A. Nos. 3 and 33.
(6) Ibid., No. 36.
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laid out in 'dales’ and the mountain held in 'sums’. In
the town land of Cross, Coolanlough cluster lias a similar

(2)
scheme, thou^i in the adjacent little communities of Cross, 
Doon, and Croekancarragh the last remnants were swept away 
40 or 50 years ago; one third of the neighbouring townland

(3)of fervillin is still in 'rundale '. The persistence of the 
system in these townlands is probably a factor of the extreme 
isolation of the Tipper Care;/ region, which gives it affinities 
with the east rather than with the west.

( 1 )

In Glenbush all memory of 'rúndale* on' the arable has
been forgotten, though its association with the practice of
holding the mountain in 'sums' or 'stock' persists in many
townlands of the glen, notably in Eilcroagh, Shanes, Magher-

(4)
ahoney and Altarichard. Aldorough td, had the same custom,
but continual souabbling induced the landlords to confiscate

(5)the former grazing rights. In only one townland, in fact,
of the western edge of the plateau - viz. IrishoEierbane - is
openfield cultivation evidenced (Plate /O. ) and even here
the application of the term 'rúndale' to the relic strips is
unknown, though its use on the ’common pasturage' is recog- (6)
nised. Evidaitly the date of decline was an early one; the 
rearranged farms of the district, obviously replanned in the

(1) Ibid., No* 55.
(2) Ibid., No. 54„
(3) App. A., No.37,
(4) App.A., Hos. 3 & 4.
(5) Ibid. , No. 5.
(6) Ibid. , No. 6 c,
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tradition, attest this.

In the Glenravel Valley the survival of mountain feat
ures of the system only, in Knockanully, Evishnablay and

(1)Cargan townlands betokens a similar early demise. Inter
mixed 'rúndale* strips have persisted near the cluster of(2)
Blaugh in Evishnablay townland, but the layout suggests the 
subdivision of an already replanned scheme, rather than an 
original development.

183.

In the northern sector of the low peneplain it would seem
from written evidence that 'rundale', and 'changedale' also,

(3)
were common customs in the late 18th. century; but by 1845
much of it had been abolished, except where old leases pro-

14)
longed features until a later date - hence the sparsity of
evidence from tradition, which rarely antedates the middle of
the 19th, century. Lower Glenstag^iey td. on the north coast,
according to the latter source, was held in 'rundale' by the
numerous inhabitants of the cluster, only to be replanned a

(5)
about a century ago. In the middle of the 19th. century 
the system was also intact in Ballintoy td., due I suspect to 
the persistence of joint leases in perpetuity, which in 1045

(1) Ibid. , Nos. 7 & 8.
(2) Ibid.
(3) A.Young, Op.cit., Vol.I, p.216.
(&) "Devon Commission", Vol.I, p.593. 
(5) App. A., No .40.
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holding a 52nd. part, some a sixteenth, some a quarter or a
(1)half". Open-field cultivation still persists in the

'hollow land', though the name 'rúndale' is associated only
with what migjit be termed the 'outfield'. In Turraloskin
and Drumnaheigh similar traditions of open-fields have been

(2)
handed down from probably an early 19th. century period.

"were in the hands of 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, or 15 individuals, some

South of the Bush evidence is limited to the eastern
flanKs of Long Mountain, and the Bsnn Valley about Portglenone. 
In the former district 'rúndale' persisted until some fifty 
years ago on the rough land and on the arable of Cru3hybrack- 
en townland. The system - like much of the 19th. century 
'rúndale' - was of recent development, evolving from the sub
division of an original single farm - first broken in during
the late 18th. or early 19th, century - among sons who grad-

(3)ually spread out to form the clachan of Slaghtaggart0 In
the adjoining townland of Glenbuck 'rúndale' similarly
remained until 50 or 60 years ago, the 'riggs' having been
parcelled out by the cluster dwellers according to variations(4)
in soil quality. The mountain is still held in 'sums'.
The whole hillside in BallymacaldracK, Dunloy and Upper 
Craigs tds. is similarly regulated, the arable features

(5)having decayed by the middle of the 19th, century. In

(1) "Devon Commission", Vol. I, p.617. (2} App. A. Ho. 1.(5) App. A. No, 12.(4) Ibid., Ho. 15.(5) Ibid., Nos. 11 & 14.
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Craigs td. near Cullybackey, a joint farm remained in 'rundale'
(1)until consolidation under the 1870 or 1880 Land Act. No

doubt the persistence of marginal land was responsible for
prolonging the system in this district so long. Remnants
still occur on the fringes of Bellaghy td., though here, too.(2)
we must look to the past for the working of the main features.

The existence of rough land in the vicinity of the Bonn
similarly kept the system alive until recently, especially in
the district about Portglenone, which links up on the other
side of the river with the area of survival in Co.Londonderiy.
In Carnagrim td. the ’inland* of the 'clachan' of ’Kanestown'
was cultivated in the open-field way until the strips were
consolidated some 70 years ago. The rough ’outland' was at

(3)that time held in ’sums’ for grazing. Eighty years ago the
'inland' of 'baizes town' >in Aughnahoy td.^was also a 'rúndale'.
In addition they had 'in grazing' near the cluster and 'out-
grazing' away by the floodplain, both of which were grazed

(4)
in common according to the arable acreages. In Garvaghy 
td. the unenclosed 'inland' survived until the same period of 
rearrangement in the 1880's, thougdi in the vicinity of MoClos- 
key's town several open-field strips have survived. The 
"Black Hill", formerly utilised for rough grazing, was held 
in 'Bums' but stinted according to the 'inland' acreages.

(1) Ibid., No.20.(2) Ibid., No.11.(3) Ibid., No.15.
(4) App. A., No.16.
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As in Slaghtataggart, it was apparent that 'rundale * was a
recent phenomenon in this townland, evolving in 'Dysartstown',
for example, from a single farm first settled some 200 years
ago by the Dysart family, emigrated from Fifeshire in Scotland.
Subsequent subdivision of the farm in the 'rundale' way, and
the development of a 'clachan' of six homesteads by the early

were
19th. century,/no doubt typical of events in the surrounding

(1)townlands. In Killyless, Skerdan, Killycoogan and Iami
tds. 'rundale' was evidenced until late in the 19th. century, 
though the last remnants about the cluster of ’Grannystown’
in kinkiltagh tdv were only consolidated 40 or 50 years ago.
Gortfad and Gortgole tds. were consolidated at the same date;
but in the latter open-fields were numerous near ’Kerristown*

(4)
until a few years ago. In other townlands, viz., Slievenagh,
Bracknamuckly, Gortereghy, Dreen, Killmaddy and Glengad, and
to a lesser extent in Gortfad, ’rúndale* strips have somehow

(5)
managed to outlive these innovations.

It is apparent from this evidence that, there is a well 
defined culture lag from west to east. In the eastern glens 
and the coastal stretch traditions and remnants of the old 
order have .Lasted well. On ¿he Low peneplain of the west 
evidence of 'rúndale' is enigmatically wanting where 'clachans’

(1) Ibid., lío. 17.
(2) Ibid., Nos. 19, 20, 24, 26.
(5) Ibid., No.20.
(4) Ibid., Noso 21, 22, 25.
(5) Ibid., Nos. 18, 27, 28.

(3)



survive best. 'The Knocklayd, Glenbush and Glenravel zone 
occupies a midway stage in place and time, only the last 
vestige - the mountain commonage - remaining.

How can this anomaly be explained - an increasing lag 
from west to east regarding the survival of 'rúndale1, and 
from east to west considering the persistence of the 'claohan*. 
'Húndale' and 'clachan' are associated features, with the 
latter usually continuing long after the other concomitants 
have been swept away« Yet where the 'clachan' survives best 
traces of the open-field system are least in evidence; and 
where the 'clachan' lias been abandoned in the east there is 
a wealth of 'rúndale' tradition. It is possible that the 
trend of recent agrarian events may have been responsible for 
shaping the present enigma. In the east the striped farms, 
the aligned settlement dispersal and the traditions of 
'squaring' and evictions suggest a sudden enforced end to the 
system, in which the 'clachan' and 'rúndale' aimu1taiieou s ly 
went by the board, with traditions and odd relics surviving, 
due to the recency of the change. In the west gradual trans
formation, in which continuity was the keynote, was compatible 
with the maintenance of nucleated settlement,which the system 
of striping in the east precluded, or by necessity modified 
into a dispersed scheme. Traditions of ’rúndale’ died out 
here, therefore, due to the early beginnings of the process 
of change, to which lowland areas are always more susceptible.

187.



188.

The persistence of 'rúndale* approaching the Main and 
Barm Valleys may be explained by the survival of tracts of 
rough land on the floodplains and the upper flanks of Long 
Mountain. Many of the surviving remnants were quickly re
arranged here at the end of the 19th. century, when only 
land free of 'rúndale* could be passed through the Land Comm
ission; but earlier social changes, especially in the Main 
Valley^ must have cleared the system from many townlands.

The resulting distribution of 'rúndale' throughout the 
region fai.Is short of ubiquitous pattern, though on the high 
peneplain and its fringes a fairly widespread scheme is 
evidenced. Fortunately the availability of considerable 
estate material makes a more comprehensive analysis of dis
tribution and history possible. Numerous partnership groups 
were recorded on the Antrim Estate, which covers that part of 
the region extending from Garrón Point in the south to 
Cushendun in the north, in the period from the end of the 18th. 
century to the middle of the 19th. Thus in Galboly td, 
partnership tenancy was noted in 1839, 1840 and 1884 rentals,
which is in accordance with the evidence for late 'rúndale*(1)
survival here. In the neighbouring townland of Carrive-
murphy similar tenure existed in 1816, and was recorded again(2)
in 1839, and as late as 1840. The townland of Eilmore in 
Glenarriff was similarly circumstanced until 1840; while in 1 2

(1) Rentals of the Antrim Estates; Barony of Gl enano, App»D.I,
(2) Ibid.
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the adjoining td. of Glascmullan holding in partnership
(1)persisted until 1854. The Quarter of Gallanagh, now

incorporated in the latter townland, was in the possession
(2)

of a number of partners as early as 1696. In part of
Knockans td.,in Ballyemon Glen partnership groups were still

(3)
in evidence in 1825. Cloughs td.,in Glenaan,had a number
of them in 1782 in the farms of Gortacloghan, Eillymeen,

(4 )
Parkarrive and Upoer Tamnahom, many of which survived in

(5)
1824 and as late as 1844. In Sshery townland, in the same(6)Glen, a partnership group was noted in 1844; Layd td. in

(7)
1782 consisted of two partnership farms; while in Glendun(8)
the townland of Knocknacarry alone bad the system in 1839.

The addition of this evidence leaves little doubt of the 
former predominance of both systems, which we have already 
recognised as synonymous, on this estate. Though survivals 
continued until the middle of the 19th. century, when a 
measure of rearrangement disposed of ,clachans, and open- 
fields, it would seem that social changes earlier in the 
century were responsible for a primary clearance of ’rúndale*. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

(1) Ibid.
(2) Antrim Estate Documents: A Book of leases of various

dates, (P.R.O.N.I.).
(3) Kentals of the Antrim Estates, App. D.I.
(4) Antrim Estate Maps, 1782.(Antrim Estates Co.Glenarm).
(5) Rentals of the Antrim Estates, App. D I.
(6) Ibid.
(7) Antrim Estate Maps, 1782.(Antrim Estates COoGlenarm).
(6) Rentals of The Antrim Estates, App. D I.
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One source in 1819 noted in the parishes of layd and Ardolinis,
which coincide with these glens, that "rúndale liad in a great
measure been broken through, the land valued, and each person

(1)enjoys his own share exclusively." According to another
source a "good deal of 'rúndale" existed a number of years
before 1845, and only continued where a lease of old standing

(2)
persisted." Such evidence of early decoy is consistent 
with the relative sparse distribution of 'clacbans' here in 
1852, which, we have already speculated may have been a 
residual scheme.

The east coast strip from Glendun to Torr head belonged 
to Sir Chas. White. Prom several surviving surveys of his 
estate the extent of the former influence of 'rúndale* oan 
be estimated, and more important, its development through 
the 19th. century can be analysed.

It was apparent from tradition that the system was
operative in this district until a century or so age. Yet

(3)
of the 19 townlands of the estate surveyed in 1812, holding 
in severalty was typical of ten of them, including Torcorr, 
Aughnasillagh and ligadaughtan, in all of which traditions 
of 19th. centur; 'rúndale' are still current. This apparent 
enigma is explicable only by assuming that the 'rúndale' of 
tradition was a recent phenomenon, evolving in the thirty

C l)  W.S.Kaeon, Op.cit., Vol.III, p.17.
(2) "Devon Commission", Vol. I, p.593.
(5) A Book of Maps of Sir Geo. White's Estate, 1812, 

( P . H . O . H . I . ) .
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years between 1812 and final decay in the middle of the 19th. 
century.

V

The layout of farms in the 1812 survey substantiates 
this conclusion. In the ten townlands above, the severalty 
fanas, which somehow seem to have been compatible with a 
nucleated settlement pattern (diag. /(> ) ran in long sweeps
from the coast to the common grazing stretches of the plateau 
summit, in a manner almost anticipating the ’replanned* or 
the 'striped* farms of the 19the century. It is tempting 
indeed to see these compact farms as the result of an even 
earlier phase of 'rúndale* reshuffling, a speculation which 
accords well with the flexible state of holdings under the 
system.

In the remaining nine townlands the intermixed pattern 
was beginning to evolve, signalising the subdivision of the 
original severalty holdings. Of the five holdings in Augh- 
naholle td. three had obviously resulted from suoh subdivis
ion, the tenants having assembled in.a cluster of three 
dwellings. In Altagore td. holdings were also intermixed, 
and within these further joint holding , a consequence oi 
sub-division among kinsmen, was apparent. Similar incipient 
’rúndale* was evidenced in Corameelia, Knocknaeoluska, 
Ballyteerim, and Curragh; and in Ballyoleagh it bad pro
gressed to a stage, where an original farm had been split 
up among four heirs in intermixed strips, the increased 
population being reflected in a cla chan of eight dwellers 
(diag. j’k ) „ ho doubt in subsequent years, subdivision,
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keeping pace with population increase, changed the face of 
the whole estate» The swollen clusters in all the coastal 
townlands in 1852 attest the extent and rapidity of this 
process, which in little more than thirty years transformed 
a scheme of compact farras into one of small 'rúndale' hold
ings.

In part of the Antrim Estate impinging on this coastal
region a similar evolution - or devolution - occurred. In
East Dorr (Cregybryan) td., for example, partnership holding

(1)continued until 1840, the two large settlements of 19 and
16 dwellings signifying the extent of the subdivision by 1852.
Yet 50 years before, in 1782, a single farm containing an(2)isolated homestead was the only trace of settlement. There 
is also evidence that Torr fishery and Murloch limestone (2)
quarry were exploited by partnership groups as late as 1830.

The 'rúndale' of this coastal strip, north of Glendun,
was finally consolidated in the middle of the 19th. century.
A survey of 1841 illustrates in detail the extent and nature

(4)
of the change. Except for the drastically depopulated 
groups in Ballycleagh, Curragh and Ballyteerim tds. hardly a 
remnant of 'clachan' settlement subsisted, leaving a settle
ment pattern typically dispersed. The single dwelling and 
consolidated farm left on Goolraney td. was an instance.
(1) Heneáis of The Antrim Estates, App. D.I.
(2) Antrim Estate Maps, 1782. (Antrim Estates Co.Glenarm).
(3) Rentals of the Antrim Estates, App. D.I.
(4) A Book of Maps of the "several Estates of John White,Esq.

1841." (P.R.O.).
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Farm layout reverted to the early 19thc century pattern of 
long striped holdings, with the substitution of geometric 
regularity for the former crooked mears. This longitudinal 
'striping' was typical of the rearrangement in Curragh and 
Ballyoleagh tds., where in addition, horizontal partition 
characterised the upper farms (diago /b. ). The whole estate 
had obviously been 'replanned1 , bringing a sudden enforced 
end to the rundale system, and ushering in the final phase 
of a somewhat capricious history.

In the western confines of the high peneplain, histor
ical data is again enlightening. Partnership holding was • 
typical of the Carey Valley from the 18th. century. Groups
of partners were settled in the townlancb of Cross, Tervillin(1)and Cregfad, on the Boyd Estate, in 1785, and though no
evidence is forthcoming for subsequent years, the persistence
of 'rundale' in Tervillin aid Cross attests the continuity
here. In Coolnagoppoge, where the system survives on a
reduced scale, the original partnership lease dated from 1781,
the "Quarter of Coolnagoppoge" having been let in four equal

(2)
parts to four groups of partners. Rentals for ensuing 
years illustrate the persistence of the system here, and the 
rapid expansion of the original groups to accommodate the 
overflow of population. By 1820 the number of tenants of 
1781 had more than doubled, reaching a peak probably in 1830.

(lj Boyd Estate Maps, Op.cit., 1785 & 1786.(Ballyoaetle).
(2; "Counterparts of leases taken at Baliymagarry, 1785." 

(Antrim Estates, Co.Glenarm).
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In 1646 devolution began, ana by 1854 conditions had almost
(1)reverted to those of the 18th. century. In Ballypatriok(2)

td. partnership remnants persisted until 1847,

Evidence can also be extended to the Lower Carey, where
no tradition of 'rundale' has been recorded. Ballynaguard

(3 )
td. was originally let in partnership in 1781 to a small 
group, which by the 1820's had reached a maximum of 20 ten
ants. By 1850 depopulation had set in, and had progressed 
so far in 1846, that the latter number had been halved,
Several of the holdings remained in partnership until the

(5 )
1640's, but these were the exception, single titles having
for the most part ousted the former joint condition. In

*Drimaroan and Ballyvoy tds„ joint holding was still the
custom in 1846; while in the adjoining td. of Barnish rem-

(6)
nants prevailed until 1818.

On the western flanks of Knocklayd partnership fanning
was practised in the 18th. century in Ballydurnian and

(?)Broombeg. In Glenshesk. part of the tov.nlarid of Crerbane(6)
was exploited in a similar way until as late as 1859. Along 
the western edge of the high peneplain, south of Knocklayd, 
little can oe added to the distribution deduced from tradition

(1) Rentals of the Antrim Estates, App„ 2).I.(Antrim Estates
Co.Glenann).

(2) Ibid. /(Antrim Estates Go.Glenarm
(5) "Counterparts of leases taken at Ballymagarry, 1783."
(6) hentals of the Antrim Estates, App. D.I.(Antrim Estates

Co. Glenana). , castle)
(6) Ibid. (7) Boyd Estates Maps, 0p,oit.l785 & 1786(Bally-
(6) Rentals of the Antrim Estates, App.D.I.(Antrim Estates

Co.Glenarm).
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Carnbuck td. on Macartney Estate was held in partnership on
(1)a lease for 21 years dating from 1780; the same tenure

typified the adjacent td. of Gruig, on the same estate, in
(2)

1780. ‘The recording of partnership holdings in Legna-
manny (lisnamanny) td. to the noi'th of the Glenravel, from
the early 18th. century, leaves little doubt of the former

(3)
practice of 'rondale ' in this district. A few partners

(4)
remained in 1859, but probably the late 18th0 or early 
19th. century saw' the end of the system here.

In the northern half of the low peneplain estate docu
ments help to bridge the gap of the 19th, century, recording 
evidence of 18th. century conditions prior to improvements 
that came at the aid of the century. Thus a considerable 
distribution of partnership holdings emerges in the valley
of the Dervock and Lower Stranocum rivers. In the townland

(5)
of Ballyallaght, on the Antrim Estate, and in those of
Caminoon, Islands of Cammoon, Island Hose and Doogary, on
the Estate of the Ht, Hon. Fr. Andrews, partnership groups

(G )
were prevalent features in the late 18th. oentuiy. The 1 2 * 4 5 6

(1) Rent Roll of the Ballynagabbogge Estate; Estate of
Lord McCartney, 1789. (P.R.O.N.I.)

(2) Ibid,
(5) Antrim Estate Maps, 1754 (Antrim Estates Co0Glenarm),
(4) Rentals of the Antrim Estates, App• D.I. (Antrim Estates

COoGlenarm),
(5) Antrim Estate Maps, 1785. (Antrim Estates Co.Glenaiu).
(6) Maps of the Estate of the R«Hon,Pr*Andrews, Esq., by

Pr, Sloane, 1766 - 1830. (P.R.O.)
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neighbouring townlands of Loughlynch, Ballymaofin, Orble
(Urble), Ballyrataghan and Camcullaghs, on the Lervock
Estate of Lord Macartney, were similarly circumstanced in

(1)1789. From the land utilisation schedules of the period 
it is apparent that settlement and agriculture were still in 
the colonising stage, a fact consistent with the presence of 
’rúndale', which was aptly suited to and indeed was an out
come of such colonisation. Thus in Caramoon td. of a total 
of 265 acres, 145 were bog, and 20 pasture; in Islands of 
Carnmoon, where the "tenants had difficulty in getting in 

, or out in winter", due to the tracts of bog surrounding the 
islands of arable, 385 acres of a total of 505 consisted of
flow bog; while Doogary td. consisted of 172 acres, of whioh(2)
52 were bog.

The partnership system also persisted until the early
19th. century in this district, survivals having been noted
in the early years of the century in Cambore, Knockanboy,

(5) (4)
Carnmoon, and Caraanreagh townlands.

South of the Bush, similar partnerships obtained on the 
Macartney lands, stretching from the Bush to couth of Lough 
Guile, until the end of the 18th. centuiy. In 1760 the 
practice was almost ubiquitous on the "Loughgeel Estate ",

(1) Kent Koll of the Lervock Estate:Estate of Lord McCart
ney, 1789. (PcR.O.)

(2) Estate Maps of the Estate of the Rt.Hon.Pr.Andrews,Esq,,
1766-1830, by Pr.Sloane. '(P.R.O.NI

(3} Rent Blotter of the Estate of H.Ellis,Allen,Esq¡1042-45. 
(4) Rentals of The Antrim Estates,App.D.I.(Antrim Estates

Co.Glenarm).
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occurring notably in the townlands of Ballybregagh, Moyaver, 
Drumdallah (Brumdallarfa), Culbane, fournagroe and "Castle

(i)Quarter, Loughgeel". On the Bacie townlands eight years
(2) (S)

later, and again in 1769, the system was still operative.
Mo data is available for the 19th. century, but it is probable, 
considering the absence of tradition and the present regular 
layout of farms, that late 18th. or early 19th. century re
planning ended the system here. Evidence of partnerships
near Ballymoney in the td. of Painlessary (Parranlessary) in 

(4)
1783, and the persistence of related features in Eewbuild- 

(5)ings in 1824 suggest the extension of the system in this 
direction formerly.

Other evidence tends to corroborate this. In 1845 it
was recorded that"’runaale 1 was no longer allowed in the
Ballyraoney district, but 50 years previously it had been a(6)
common custom.” A traveller in the same territory in the
late 18th. century witnessed the working of the system, noting
that in the middle of the century rondale and also ohangedale

(?)had been more widespread features. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

(1) "A Map of ihe loughgeel Estate of Sir Geo. Macartney,
surveyed 1760," (photostat P.K.O.IT.I,).

(2) "Bent Roll of the Lough Geel Estate of Sir Chas. Mac art
ney, 1768.» (KR.O.N.I.)

(3) "Loughgeel Estate Rental, 1789." (P.R.O.R.I.)
(4) Antrim Estate Maps, 1783.(Antrim Estates Oo.Glenarm),
(5) Rentals of Mae Antrim Estates, App.D.I. (Antrim Estates

Co.Glenarm).
(6) "Levon Commission", Vol.I., p .625.
(7) A, Young, Op„cit., Vol. I., p.215.
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In the region of the Main and Bann former evidence can
scarcely be amplified» Holding in partnership continued in
Ballyiuacaldrack td., where relic 'rundale ’ features persist,

(1)until 1850. On the other side of the Main Valley a dis
tribution in 1754 in the townlands of Carnbeg, Tullynewy,
Carnmore and Farranacushog, fringing the Glogh River, can

(2)
also be established.

The total of 18th. and 19th. century evidence (diag /5* ) 
illustrates the former widespread nature of the ’rundale ’ 
system in North Antrim. The addition of evidence of a more 
general nature adds to the pattern, (diag. lb-. ) . Gaps 
in the distribution scheme are inevitable, due to the want 
of evidence on particular estates; but the existence of 
examples in every type of terrain attests the predominance 
of the system in the region formerly.

The distribution of ’clachans' in 1852 tends to the 
same conclusion, though an early devolution of the nucleated 
scheme and its social implications lias again left gaps in 
some areas, Elsewhere the distribution of the middle of 
the 19tho century probably represents a phase of maximum 
development in a social organisation, in which the tendency 
to the evolution of new settlement nuclei, to house increased 
population, was endemic, hue to social inertia, the

(1) Rentals of the Antrim Estates, App. D.I.
(2) Antrim Estate liaps, 1754. (Antrim Estates Co.Glenarm)„
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'clachan' has survived in the present settlement scheme; 
but its associated field system grew degenerate at an earlier 
epoch» On the low peneplain, except in the region of 19th, 
century survival in the Barm Valley and to a lesser degree 
on the eastern flanks of Long Mountain, the late 18th. and 
early 19th. century probably saw the end of the system» On 
the high peneplain inaugural changes were evident in the 
18th. centuiy, but persistence until the middle of the 19th, 
century, especially in the eastern sector, was considerable.

The third region comprises the territory about the 
south-west shores of Lough Neagh, in the Cos, of Armagh and 
Tyrone, which are here contiguous along the line of the 
Blackwater River. It extends as far east as Lurgan, and 
southwards to the latitude of Portadown; in the west a line 
roughly joining Coalisland and toy bounds the region.

Physically it consists of a great stretch of lowland ■ 
drained by the rivers Blackwater and Upper Bann, which crawl 
in sweeping meanders across their wide floodplains towards 
Lough Neagh* Heights of more than 100* are reached only 
in a maze of little hillocks of boulderclay and morainic 
gravels, and in the rising land toward the west and north
west o Tertiary basalts of the Antrim Plateau have extended

%
over the whole region, though these are obscured about the
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lough shores by Pliocene clays that spread out in a great 
fan stopping short of Coalisland and Portadown. Glaciation 
had mantled these strata in boulder-clay and spreads of 
sands and gravels, which are themselves masked by tracts of 
fen and bog, with ’islands1 of the former deposits protruding. 
Along the floodplains wide stretches of alluvium have been 
deposited. >

Settlement is typically dispersed, though the modern 
attraction of the road lias affected a well defined aligned 
pattern throughout the region. Degenerate ’elacbans' still 
cling to the fringes of fen and bog, but with less persist
ence than in the former regions. Sven their distribution 
of 1852 falls short of the fairly ubiquitous pattern of 
those regions for the same date; no doubt the presence of 
barren tracts of bog contributed to this sparsity.

Contrasting experiences have characterised the regions 
east and west of the Blackwater Paver. In the west, of a 
total distribution of 57 'clachans ’, concentrated in 1832 
between the area of bog and the river, considerably less 
than half has survived in the present social scheme. Shis 
tendency to the dispersal of ’ c la chans ’ lias progressed to 
extreme on the Dungannon Royal School Betate, whoreson the 
six tov/nlands occupying the heart of the fen country between 
Washing Bay and the Blackwater, one small cluster is the 
sole survival of a total of 21 groups in 1832.
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In the east 'cla chans' in 1852 were more widely, but 
less densely distributed, 64 being scattered over the 130 
townlands of the region to give a low average of less than 
.5 per townland. Subsequent continuity is reflected in the 
persistence of more than half this number until the present.

In the absence of evidence of settlement conditions 
before the first Ordnance Survey it is difficult to interpret 
as accurately as in the former analyses the trend of develop
ment in the region. From the concentrations of settlement 
groups in 1832 we may speculate that in the west the former 
social organisation was still strongly entrenched until that 
date. The rapidity and thoroughness of the clearance in 
subsequent years betrays the influence of a measure of con
scious 'replanning'. In the east the residual nature of the 
distribution of 1832 equally suggests that social changes, 
perhaps inaugurated in the 18th. century , had already gone 
far in sweeping away incipient 'clachans', permitting only 
those where former social impulses persisted, to develop to 
19th. century proportions.

fhe analysis of the distribution and history of the 
related 'rúndale* system tends to corroborate these specul
ations. In the eastern sector, apart from vague traditions 
of intermixed holdings and 19th. century farm rearrangements, 
the sole source of reference is the O.S»Valuation; this 
records enigmatically enough, the existence of a series of



202.

a tributary of the Blackwater - held in Lislasley td. by
7 tenants, in the adjoining td. of Rullammo re by 23 tenants,
and in Knocks coney td, by 16 tenants in undivided fractions

(1)according to the arable proportions. The lateness of
survival here is not typical, however, and does not therefore 
invalidate former conclusions. These are merely relics of 
a long degenerate system, perpetuated by the persistence of 
seasonal land along the river fringes.

In the west, in contrast with the east, there is a wealth
of traditional evidence that 'rúndale' was a recent phenomenon.
In the townlands of Derrytresk, Derrylou^ian, lisnastrane,
Mullaghmoyle, Tumpher and Aughanmullan, comprising" the Royal
School Estate, it persisted until a spate of rearrangement in
the 1840's transformed the whole estate, sweeping away
'rúndale* and its associated settlement pattern of dusters

(2 )
or 'barracks'. In Derryloughan, where consolidation
notably took place in 1848 or 49, the clusters were dispersed
along the road, each house occupying a site on one of the

(5)
" striped farms. The effects of replanning are still writ 
large over the present landscape. A Devon Commission witness 
gives a picture of conditions on the Estate prior to these 1 * 3

(1) 0.S.Valuation (Griffith's) 1859 (App. D.II.).
( 2 ) App. C., No. 4.
(3) Ibid., No. 5.

'rúndale* meadows, as late as 1859, along the Callan River -
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19tho century changes: "It was a proverb in the surrounding 
neighbourhood for everything that was bad. (There were 3,890 
acres). The inhabitants consisted of 303 tenants and 50
cottars, all dwelling in hamlets of from 10 to 20 houses„
Lying on the west shore of Lough Neagh no road passed
through the greatest portion of it." After rearrangement
he notes "everyone now holds in one compact farm what he

(1)formerly held in straggling or detached portions."

The Endowed Schools Commission is equally enlightening 
on events in the district. Until the Board of Education
got possession of its property by the termination of the
lease in 1831, the estate had deteriorated under the tenancy
of middlemen who held only on short leases, and were in no

(2 )
way restrained from subletting«, Mr, Blacker was immediate 
ly appointed by the Board to manage the property and "under 
his directions the estate was surveyed and valued and the 
farms readjusted, the old and crooked fences removed and 
straight ones substituted." The process was carried out 
with a minimum of displacement, the farms of emigrants 
being disposed of to the remaining tenants of small farms.
In this way the number of tenants was reduced in the years

(3)
subsequent to 1833 by 74. 1 2 3

(1) "Devon Commission?" Vol.I. p.300.
(2) "Endowed Schools ^Ireland) Commission: Evidence taken

before Her Majesty’s Commission of inquiry into the 
state of the Endowed Sohools in Ireland." 1858,Vol„II

(3) Ibid., Appendix to Report, p„22. t /p.236,
(Report by J.V.Uurland, Esq.)
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Rúndale similarly lasted well on adjacent t own lands,
notably in Meenagh, where the scattered arable patches,
divided by balks l£' to 21 wide, were in evidence until con-

(1)solidation by swapping some 50 years ago. In contrast to
events on the "School Estate", rearrangement and the retain-
ment of the ' clachan* of Upper Meenagh were compatible. In
Corr townland ’rúndale' was perpetuated on each of four old
leases, which "as hand-loom weaving paid, had been sublet
to a number of cottiers, who each held a small portion."
This was the state of affairs in 1844, and remained so until
1874, when the last life of the lease having, died, the
whole townland was surveyed and rearranged into separate(2 )
farms. In Bovean td. the persistence of a single relic
"dale balk" - a source of constant bad neighbourhood - until
the last 19th. century, attests the former presence of 

(3)'rúndale'; the "dale balk field" perpetuates the tradition 
of this phenomenon.In the absence of traditions or written 
reference accurate dating of the system is difficult here.

In the process of adaption to a physical environment 
of wide floodplain and lake strand the 'rúndale' system of 
this region took on a personality paralleled only along the 
oonfines of the same lake in Go.Londonderry. The mode of

(1) App. C, No. 6.
(2) "Irish Land Act Commission (Bessborough )," 1880,App*B.

p.1515, Bv. 40415 et se$.
(3) App. G., No.7.
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exploiting the seasonal growth of herbage, on the subsidence 
of the winter floods, gave rise to almost unique features, 
which persisted until less than a century ago in the peasant 
economy. Tradition records that the floodplain stretch on 
the Tyrone side of the Blackwater was at that time one great 
'rúndale* meadow, possessing no fence from the canal bound
ary of Derrytresk td. to the river estuary in Derryloughan 
(1)td. Analogous features were duplicated on similar terrain

along the Torrent River - a tributary of the Blackwater -
(2)

in the tovmlands of Annaghmore, Annaghbeg and Corr. The 
same conditions prevailed on the Lough Neagh intake, the 
shore at Maghery still being utilised in the 'rúndale' 
fashion. To these meadow tracts the local tenants repaired 
in the harvest time to save the meagre crops of their inter
mixed patches, which they held in fractional shares - in

(3)proportions of 81ths. in Corr td. - according to the extent 
of their arable holdings. Other tenants from townlands 
further afield augmented their inadequate home patches with 
hay harvested from rented shares on the Blackwater fringes. 
When grazing after hay, beasts were put on in proportion to 
the size of the tenants' meadows, and allowed to run in 
common, though in later days there was an increased tendency 
to herd on the individual patches. As in the arable, the

(1) App. G. No. 5.
(2 ) Ibid., No. 6 & 7.
(5) O.S.Valuation (Griffith's) field boo ks ,1859 . (App. ),
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consolidation of the scattered patches and the construction 
of 'straight marches' spelled disaster for these features; 
isolated traces of joint meadows still remain.

In the eastern region, though early social change lias 
militated against the survival of enlightening tradition, 
there is conclusive evidence that as late as the early 19th. 
century analogous customs were practised along the Bann 
floodplain. Thus Shaw Mason writes of the Parish of Seagoe 
"there is an extensive tract of low' ground along the river 
side, used exclusively for meadow and pasture. This plain 
is inundated by the rising of the river about Christmas; 
and about March the waters begin to subside leaving behind 
thtm a light deposit of mud, which enriching the soil, causes 
a yearly spring of nutritious herbage; cattle are taken to 
graze during the summer and autumn months, the usual sum 
demanded being from one to two guineas, according to the 
age of the beast."

As well as local movements there were long distance
journeys from townlands beyond the Blackwater to the Bann(2)
meadows near Portadown, where grazing was rented from 
local owners, who attended to the task of herding from May 
to November. The first Bann drainage scheme of the 1830's,

(1) W.S.Mason, Op.cit., Vol.II, p.53£.
(2) App. C., ho.4.
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by facilitating more permanent useage of these riverine
lands, no doubt hastened the consolidation of the shattered
lots into compact meadows. As in the west, the Lough Neagh
shore was utilised in a similar 'rúndale' fashion, relics of
which - notably in Derryadd td. where the intake was held in
common, grazing shares being regulated in proportion to the

(1)arable acreages - were still in evidence in 1859.

It is apparent then that the 'rúndale* system pervaded 
rural economy west of the Blackwater until the middle and 
late 19th. century, prolonged doubtless by the persistence 
of bog, fen and seasonal grazing tracts, and on the "school 
Estate" in particular by the neglect of the proprietor - 
the Lord Primate - prior to the transference of the estate 
to the "Old Glare St. Board of Education," In the eastern 
sector, the residual 'clachan' scheme of 1852 and the almost 
complete want of evidence of 'rúndale' from 19th. centuiy 
sources inevitably points to the preceding centuries for the 
working of the system. 1

(1) 0, Sc Valuation (Griffith's) field books, 1859.
(App. D II.)
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The documents of the Brownlow Estate, which extended 
over a considerable area east and west of the Barin, are 
invaluable for early analysis. Thus in Ballynery ( Bally - 
narry) tdD, fringing the eastern bank of the Bann in the 
"Manor of Brownlow’s-derry", partnership holding can be 
traced from the 17th. century to the middle of the 18th. 
century. According to a survey of 1667, Derryslentry and 
Derryviragh - subdivisions of the former sessiagh of Ballin- 
arry (Ballynery) which have since passed out of useage -
were farmed by joint tenant groups. In 1715 the practice

(2)continued in the same sessiagh, while a further reoord is
(3)

available for 1726. Patrick Dougan’s Survey of the estate 
attests the persistence of the system in 1751, the whole 
townland being held by three partnership groups; another 
group occupied the "island" of Derryveen in the same sess
iagh, which in later years seems to have lost its separate

(4 )
identity by the extension of colonisation.

Several rentals of the 1740’s, giving the names of 
the various partners contributing to the joint rent, already

(1) "Abstract from a Brief Survey of the several leases,
and other holdings within The Manor of Brownlow’s 
Derry, as it is settled this first day of May, Anno 
Domini 1667 ....." (App. D II.)

(2) A Lease Book of the Brownlow Estate (17th, k 18th.Cent
ury leases) App. D. II.

(3J Ibid.
(4; "A Book containing The Maps of the Manor of Brownlow’s- 

derry, being the Estate of William Brownlow, Esq. , 
surveyed in the year of our Lord 1751, by Patk, 
Dougan." App. P II.



209.

indicate the presence of a considerable population, and
(1)hence an advanced stage of subdivision; this contrasts 

with the conditions pertaining in the Co » Antrim Region at 
a later dace in the century. Thus 11 partners were con
tributing to the ’Slentry rent in 1742, while in one of the 
other partnership leases of the some townland 11 other names 
were noted. No estimate of the areas attached to these 
groups is available, but the joint rent of £13 the half year 
for the former, and £6 the half year for the latter, attests 
the smallness, and hence the congestion, of these properties.

In Deriybroughas td. nartnership tenure was a feature
(2)in 1715; in Derrymacash the sane custom was noted in 1715,

(3) ‘ (4)
1734 and persisted as laue as 1751; while in Derryinver
td. the "islands" of Derrycro and Derryavla were similarly
circumstanced in 1751, as were Coneykinegar (Comakinnegar}

(5)
and Clankilivoragh (Clankilvoragh) tds. at the same date.
As early as 1701 the partnership system was also operative 
in Clanmakesh (Clonmacash), Clanmakele (Clonmamakate), 
Clancore (Cloncore), Beriykeran (Beriykeeran), Brumherriff 
(Brumharriff) and faroe (Tarra) tds., and smaller groups 
were evidaiced in Berrinra (Berrinraw), parts of Kinoneill

(1) Riohmont Rent Rolls; Brcwnlow Estate (App. D II.)
(2) A lease Book of the Brownlow Estate (17th & 18th century
(3) do. do. do. leases),
(4i "A book containing The Maps of the Manor of Brownlow's

D e r r y .... " 1751.
(5) Ibid.
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(Canoneill), Timulkenny, Kingarif (Kingarve) and Kinagoland
U)(Cannagola) tds. The distribution can similarly be ex

tended to Knockramer, "being in partnership .... by reason  ̂
of an inconvenience deviding thereof" for 31 years from 1714, 
and to Drumlellum td„, where the practice still continued in

(5)1752. Finally there is evidence that "¿.innigo (Einnegoe)
and Derrytrasna were let to several tenants jointly, in 1665

(4)
and 1673 respectively.

Further data is available for the Veroer Estate, which 
encroached on this eastern region across the Blackwater. 
According to the rentals of that propertjr partnerships were 
common in 1786, notably in the townlands of Tullyroan, 
Derrylee, Derryadd, Derrycary (Derrycorry), Derryene (Derry-
ane), and the "island" of Derrygaveel (Derryhubbert td„ East),

(5)
Further traces were recorded in Kiltybride td„, which some
how has lost its separate identity in the meantime0

The resulting distribution scheme from this evidence
certifies that the partnership system, witnessed on similar
terrain about Shanes Castle, to the north of lough Neagh,(6)
in 1776, was a fairly widespread feature until the middle 1 2 3 4 5 6

(1) A lease book of the Brownlow Estate (17th & 18th, cent-
(2) Ibid. ury leases).
(3) Richmont Rent Rolls: Brownlov. Estates,
(4) "Abstract from a Briefe Survey of The several leases,

and other holdings within The I'annor of Brownlow'8 
Derry, as it is settled this first day of Majr,
Anno Domini 1667......"

(5) Rental of the Varner Estates, 1786s Vernar Papers(P,R,0.
(6) A. Young, Op.oit., Voi, I, p.213.
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of the 18th. century on the Brownlow Estate, and later in the
century on the Vemer property. 'Whether it extended formerly
to most townlands in the region is difficult to assess. The
occupation of entire townlands as early as 1664 by English

(1)tenants, settled under plantation and later grants, must 
have precluded the development of ’rúndale' and related native 
customs in many districts. In others, however, the Brown- 
lows were not unsympathetic to the retention of the native 
stock, especially on the wooded islands in the fastness of the 
bogs. Here large numbers were settled, according to the poll 
tax returns and the hearth money rolls, in the 17th. century, 
and here, doubtless, 'rúndale' or partnership features were 
perpetuated. It is noteworthy that the 'alachan' distribut
ion of 1622 and the distribution of partnerships in the 18th. 
century coincide almost exactly with the tracts of bog and fen 
(diag. n  ) beyond which the strong plantation element pro
bably militated against the survival of sudi features.

It is difficult to estimate when decay set in on these 
18th. century 'rúndale' areas, Fran extracts of the Court 
Leet proceedings of the Kanor of Brownlow's Berry för the 
years 1777 - 1781 it would seem, judging from constant refer
ences to march ditches, fences and drains between various 
holders, that consolidation and enclosure were well in pro
gress. By 1830, according to a survey of the whole estate

(1) The Hearth honey Boll of Co.Armagh 1664. (Armagh Co.
Museum).
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for that year, not a trace of 'rundale ' remained, though 
the 'replanned' layout of Ballynery and Derrytagh tds.
(diag. <8 ) ana the fossilised 'rundale' appearance of
Derrycor td. (diag. ) suggested later survival than on
the rest of the estate.

V/e m y  conclude that this South-West Lough Neagh Region 
was a typical refuge area, where, in the isolation of an 
inhospitable environment, old customs arid traditions were 
long maintained by the native population. Contrasting 
estate regimes were apparent east and west of the Bladewater. 
In the latter the intrusion of the middleman fostered neglect, 
permitting the retention of ’rundale' until replanning in the 
19th. century swept away the whole system. In the former 
the infiltration of planters, and subsequent improvement in 
the 18th. century by the agents of the Verner and Brownlow 
Estates, brought a gradual end in the late 18th. century, 
without the drastic measures of the western sector.

In each of these three regional analyses it is apparent 
that 'clachans' were the nuclei of townlands formerly. It 
is equally evident that a scheme of one nucleus per townland,

(1) a. A book of maps of ..'he Moyntagha Estate, 1835.
b. A Survey of ¿he Manor of Richmond; Estate of Chas.

Brownlow, Esq., M.P., 1830,
c. A Survey of the Manor of Brownlow*e Derry;

Brov/nlow Estate, 1832,

(1 )

4
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though common, was by no means the rule, a multiple scheme 
being frequent in most districts. This was especially true 
of Co. Londonderry, where in townlands like Altaghoney, 
Cluntygeeragh and Coriclc, as many as four settlement groups 
developed. Similarly in Glenelly, in Co. Tyrone, variations 
up to four in number, as in Corrainore, letterbratt and 
Glencoppogagh, were typical. In the other regions many 
townlands were similarly circumstanced.

It is difficult to estimate what determined the number 
of subdivisions in a townland. The method of leasing majr 
have been a factor. A common custom was to set a townland
in four Quarters to four "heads of Quarters", who were per

il)mitted to take in as many co-partners as desired. An
arrangement like this, typical of much of Glenelly, would
explain a pattern of four nuclei in a townland and possibly
other variations, if clusters failed to evolve in any of the
Quarters. But there are also instances where more than four
•clachans1 developed out of this system of leasing. The
townland of Toberhead, in Co. Londonderry, with clusters in
Stone's Quarter, Fleming's Quarter, McCoole's Quarter, Vest(2)
Quarter and the Garrison, is an example. It is doubtful too,
if such a mode of leasing was general. 1 2

(1 ) "Devon Commission", Vol. I, p.162
(2) Ordnance Survey, 6" sheets, 1933.
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It is more probable that the physical layout and 
possibility of the townland determined the number of settle
ment groups arising» In large upland townlands, with small 
pockets of fertility, a number of clusters was likely to 
develop rather than a single large 'clachan*. Thus in 
Upper Gallan td., in Go. Tyrone, as many as 7 'clachans' 
arose by subdivision in the farms of Meenavaddy, Meenaheap, 
Meenatumigan, Aghnaglarig, Crockatore, Magherabrack and 
Aghnahassan» In lowland areas, with more uniform soil 
conditions and smaller tov.nland units, the single nucleus 
was the more obvious development, as in the Antrim Region 
west of Bushmills. There seems no reason indeed - given a 
sufficient number of fertile patches - why the number of 
nuclei in large townlands should not exceed four. In bog and 
fen country, for instance, the multiple scheme was an appro
priate response to an environment of numerous protruding 
arable 'islands’,, Thus in the tract between the Moyola and 
the Glady rivers, in the Londonderry Region, 8 settlement 
groups evolved in Dreenan td., 7 developed in Eden td. and 
in Moyagal five resulted. Similarly in the territory south
west of Lough Neagh a separate cluster characterised each of 
the islands' of Derrynaheskella, Derrynakiltena, Reenaderry, 
Derryvaren and Derryavena in Derrytreske td. In Derrylough- 
an td, an analogous development typified the 'islands' of 
Derryalla, IJeriyhillagh, Derryvean, Derrywhillan More ,
Derrywhillan Beg, Derryvarn Beg, Derryadda, Derryloughan and 

(d-)
Roskeen. (1) Ordnance Survey 6” sheets 1802.



CHAPTER IV.

Rundale and Transhumance.

The Irish open-field system worked within a wider 
scheme of pastoralism, in which cattle rearing was a necessary 
prerequisite of agriculture, providing the supply of manure 
that was so essential for the continuance of onefield tillage. 
The cornerstone of this scheme was the practice of trans
humance, generally known as 'booleying" or 'buailteachas' in 
Ireland. Though, like so much in peasant life, it passed 
away unrecorded some 150-200 years ago, some idea of its
economic and social implications may be gleaned from modified

(1)survivals in Achill Island, and from rare traditions still 
told throughout the Gaeltacht.

In its simplest form it involved an altitudinal migration 
of livestock and part of the population to the hill pastures 
in spring, and a reverse movement in Autumn. A writer of the 
mid-19th.century has described the scene thus: "the junior 
branches of the family generally perform the land journey on 
top of the household goods, with which the pony may often be 
seen so loaded, and at the same time obscured, that little 
more than the head can be observed; and thus the chair or two, 
the creels, and iron pot, the piggins and the various selected

(1) P.^0. Koghrain, "Some Mayo Traditions of the Buail<?" ,
Bealoideas, 1943, p. 164.
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et cetera - as if invested with a sort of dull locomotive
power - creep along the roads. The little churn is slung
on one side of the animal, into which the youngest child is

(1)often thrust, its head being the only part visible".
In many districts as in the Meenacung - Drrigal grazing

area the men went up in advance to repair the botliogs and dig
(2 )

the peat to be later followed by the main migrants, who were
able to save the turf harvest in the ensuing months. Other
duties, in addition to planting a few potato riggs near the
buaile in May, included herding, milking, making butter,
knitting and spinning, and even attending to poultry. The
summer dwellings consisted of rough circular or rectangular
shaped shelters of sod and wattle, turf or stone, generally
roofed with bent or heather; but in Achill ovlar, drystone
constructions, akin to the ’tigh dubh’ houses of Lewis in the

(3)
Hebrides, were the typical ’builiy houses’ of a century ago. 
Usually, but not necessarily, booley houses were grouped like 
the permanent settlements into clusters, in which each family 
or group of families had its own particular bothog or booley 
house.

A single altitudinal movement from valley to mountain 
was by no means the rule. In Donegal a little over a oentury 
ago, wherever local conditions permitted, a threefold movement 1 2 3

(1) Lord George Hill, "Facts from Gweedoje," 1887, p.24.
(2) Sean 0* Heochaidh, "Buailteaohas j d Tir Chonai'll," 

Bealoideas Vol. XEII, pp.130 et. seq.
(3) Mr. and Mrs. Hall, "A Tour in Ireland, 1847,"



217.

between the coast, the mountains and the islands off the 
coast was customary, according to the needs of the cattle 
for the different varieties of grass on each, and the dictates
of seaweed gathering, turf-getting and fishing activities. 
Analogous movements from the islands of Clew Bay to summer 
grazing on the mainland of the Curraun took place formerly
in Co.Mayo. In Achill Island, in response to its own peculiar
environment, booley practices crystallised out in a complex 
and specialised form, involving, a hundred years ago, a 
descent from the permanent village on Slieve Mor to a series
of coastal booley sites, and a return to slieve Mor in Winter.

\

Becently an "inverted" transhumance movement from one of the 
former summer settlements on the coast - now the permanent 
village - to the former inland winter quarters - now used as
a booley - has been substituted for the former scheme.

Though the use of the term 'booley' in its current sense 
is a neologism, there is evidence that the custom is as old 
as the beginnings of written history, when airge (Norse "r "
or "saeter") was the recognised term for a summer pasture.
Used in its present sense the word 'booley' existed as early 
as Spenser, who in the 16th century wrote. "There is one use 
among them to keep their cattle, and to live themselves the 
most part of the year in bodies, pasturing upon the mountains

(1) Lord̂ . George Hill, Op. cit., p. 24.
(2) P. 0 Moghrain, Op. cit., Beoloidqas, 1943, p. 164.
(3) Padraig 0 MoghrSin, Op. cit., BedLoideas, 1943, pp. 169,

(1)

(2 )

(3)

171
Bedloioeas XIV, p. 45(4)
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and waste wilde places; and removing still to fresh land,
a)as they have depastures the former". Such a description 

implies an element of nomadism, which in fact had no part 
in Irish transhumance. Numerous movements may frequently 
have been involved, but the relationship between the permanent 
home and the temporary quarters was always maintained. A 
strengthening of the nomadic element was inevitable in periods 
of strife - indeed what Spenser saw was no doubt a deterioration 
of booleying, akin to the creaghting in 17th century Ulster, 
due to the political discord of that period; but in origin 
Irish transhumance springs not from a former scheme of nomadism, 
but from the adaptation by sedentary cultivators to an envir
onment comprising considerable areas of waste land.

The reasons for the custom were obvious. In a peasant
economy, in which methods tended to remain at a primitive level,
it facilitated the maintenance of a larger number of stock than
the limited and impoverished home pastures would have permitted.
In the absence of turnips and rotation grasses it helped to eke
out the "rank grass" of the "infields" for winter feeding; and
finally it gave the livestock a beneficial change of fodder
and water, providing an invigorating respite for the youthful
migrants from the valleys. But more important was the oonnec-

(2)
tion with the *rundale’ system; for only by removing the stock 
from the neighbourhood of the arable strips to the summer 1 2

1) "View of The State of Ireland" 1595, E. Spenser.
2) E. E. Evans, "Irish Heritage," Ch. VI, p. 54.
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boolies in the growing season was open-field cultivation a 
possibility. The fact that the dates for the beginning and 
end of the booley season coincided with those for the commence
ment of the spring swing, and the end of the harvest, speaks 
for itself.

It is not the purpose to deal comprehensively here 
with the subject of Irish transhumance, but rattier to examine 
it only in relation to the 1rundale' system. For this purpose 
those regions in which the open-field system was analysed will 
again suffice.

In the Tyrone-Loncionderry Begion the survival of a 
single tradition from the early 19th century is an indication 
of the early decay of transhumance throughout. At that date 
it was the custom for the people of the lowland townlands in 
the district from Swatragh to Kilrea, to migrate on the first 
of May with their cattle and skeps of bees, to summer pastures 
on the Lastern Sperrin slopes. Usually they came to the 
Corlacky and Slaghtneill districts, where they engaged in milk
ing, making butter and tending calves, before returning to the 
lowlands on the first day of November. The old summer quarters
are now occupied by the permanent clusters of Slaghtneill and

(1)Ballyheige, and other dispersed farms in Corlaoky td. Both 
areas are typically situated where the contours widen out to 
form a flat ledge at the head of the (¿rillagh and Knockoneill 
streams, by which the migrants doubtless had access to their

(1) App. E, No. 2.
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Similar practices were operative at an earlier date in 

the territory South of the Clady Biver. McCloskey, writing 
in 1821, has perpetuated this record of the custom in the 
parishes of Ballinascreen, Besertraartin and Kilcronaghan in 
the late 18th century: "At the period above mentioned (the
last decade of George II) none but the most fertile and access
ible grounds were cultivated: the life of the people was quite 
pastoral. In May every family removed with its flocks and 
herds to the woody glens and upland heights then rich with the 
most luxuriant herbage. There they lived during the summer on 
a scanty supply of oatmeal, but abundance of butter, curds,
cream, in short a milk diet ....  it is not quite 60 years

(1)since this custom of bodying ceased."
Finally on the other side of the Sperrins the vague 

tradition persists of former migrations from the lowlands to 
Ballydonegan Mountain for the summer season.

These are the sole recordings of a way of life which, 
even where it persisted until later in the 19th century, tended 
to pass away unrecorded. But the survival of mined booleys 
over much of the hill country offers very tangible evidence 
of the sites of many of the old summer grazing haunts. Their

(1) J. HacCloskey, "Statistical Beport of The Parishes of 
Ballinascree^, Kilcronaghan, and Besertraartin," 1821.
(O.S . MSB., Box 48.)
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remains - barely perceptible at times - are numerous all 
over 700* peneplain that extends from the Sixtowns far into 
Tyrone. In the townlanas of Tullybrick and G-lenviggan they 
cluster in the lee of strings of sandy moraines, in the form 
of enclosures 17*to 2 0 ' across in their widest extent, with 
narrow entrances marked by monoliths. In Upper Uavagh they 
occur as a series of green grassy circles, at the head of the 
Broughderg Hiver and along the sheltered side of a rising out
crop called Crockalaghta, which emerges from the intermediate 
peneplain level. With their circular outlines of stone - some 
only 9’ across - they closely resemble clusters of cairns, and
as such are comparable to the booley remains of Bunowna in

(1 )Achill.
Though no traditions of transhumance survive in the

district, tales of the old circular huts handed down from the
(2 )early 19th century, are recollected, dating the decline of 

the system to sometime in the 18th century. The migration of 
surplus population from Tullybrick 'claohan', during the 
consolidations of the early 19th century, to 'Boley* on the 
peneplain, similarly suggests that the old summer quarters had 
already passed out of useagc before this date.

On the Sperrin side of the Sixtowns district, where the 
hillside levels out in G-lengorana td. to form a ledge on the 
schists between 900’ and 1000', a considerable cluster of

(1) P. 0 Moghrain, Op. eit, Bedloideas, 1943, p. 169.
(2) App. B, No. 4.
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rectangular booley remains is situated. The majority are
2 1 * by 1 2 ' externally, with circular huts or paddocks - used
possibly as dairies - attached to the ends, like those found

(1)in the lviurlough district of 3 allycastle, and in the vicinity
(2 )

of the Six milewater in Co.Antrim. A large sod enclosure,
*

traditionally called the "boyghe" (byre) occupied a nearby 
eminence. The adjoining patch of disused potato riggs is a 
characteristic appurtenance.

On the eastern Sperrin slopes additional sites have been 
located. Groups of ruins turn up on the hills west of 
Swatragh, and further north in Ballydullaghan td., in the 
district which tradition attests was the summer rendezvous of 
migrants until the beginning of the 19th century. The people 
of the Upper Agivey tell of "meadows" on the hills to the south 
adjoining Ballydullaghan, which were grazed in summer long ago. 
The old foundations, usually clustered in groups of from 7 to 
8 huts, and the adjacent potato riggs, are still visible.

North of the Agivey Biver, judging by the absence of 
evidence, the uniformly rising gradient and the absence of 
peneplain stretches, were probably unfavourable to the practice

* The Ordnance Purvey extracts for Co.Londonderry refer to 
"boigh" as a temporary hut erected on the mountains, in which 
the cattle are sheltered during the summer season.
(1) E. E. Evans, "Eield Archaeology in the Ballycastle 

District," U.J.A. 1945. Vol. VIII, p.30.
(2) W. Beeves, from " ’he Royal Residence of Rathmore of !!oy-

(U.J.A., Vol. V, 1st ser., 1898, p. 11.) linne,"
by

Capt, Beray,
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of transhumance. Only in the Altikeeragh district have traces
of circular shaped huts, known locally as"booley houses", been
found gathered in little groups along the headwaters of a

(1)tributary of the Articlave Hiver.
In the Western Sperrins few of the former sites have been

located. Circular booley remains are known in Dunraore town-
(2 )

land, at the head of the Curly Glen above limavady, but no 
traditions are associated with them. Extracts from the Ord
nance Survey of 1854 suggest that the Upper Benady Glen may have 
been another significant summer grazing tract formerly. The 
remarks on the "ancient village in Cluntageeran" are signifi
cant:" east of, and within a few perches of the bridge (the 
bridge of the Danes in Kanes Quarter) is a small river, Sruhan 
na Dhurerium. Opposite the bridge, ana along the stream are 
the ruins of 8 ancient houses, of very small dimensions, and 
chiefly built of stones. The houses are 8 ’- 11’ long, and
7 ’- 9 ’ wide. The walls though dilapidated atand 2* - 3* above

(3) 1 2 3 4
the surface." In the white Mountain district of the same
townland many similar "dilapidated ruins" were noted, while on
the opposite glenside Cashel townland had another ruined village

(4)
containing the foundations of 12 houses. Though these were 
described as Danish towns or villages by tradition, the 
affinities with what we have recognised as booley settlements

(1) App. E, Ho. 6 .
(2) Ibid.
(3) O.S. MSS., Co.Londonderry, Dungiven Parish, box.29.(4) ibid.
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are apparent. Hence the idyllic scene portrayed in the verses 
on the "3enaaa Glen" :
"On each side of which herbage of every kind grew delightfully 
Where even in winter clusters of berries and yellow nuts are

to be found.
Bennada too is the Glen of mirth and gaiety.
The Glen of song and music
Of cheerful youths who dance to its notes.
More melodious than the cuckoos are its 
Stately damsels of fair tresses

(1 )As in the evenings they milk the cows..... "
fownland and local place name evidence aouB to the distri

bution of the former summer grazing districts. In the Sixtowns 
Region names like Boley, in Tullybrick to., where the booley 
remains are characteristically found; the locally named "Booley 
Hills" of Cavanreagh td; "bolie Columbkille", a glen in 
Tullybrick td, and Crocknaboley on the Tyrone extension of the 
Sixtowns peneplain, are all significant. In the Western 
Sperrins, Graigbolie of Tamlaght td. in the Magilligan district; 
Bolea td. in the Upper Curly G-len; 3 olie on the northern slope 
of loughermore Mt, and Gortnaboley at the end of the "cow lane" 
in Bovevagh Glen, where tradition has it, the people formerly
came to the "buailes" to milk their cows, are equally

(2 )
suggestive.

(1) O.S. MSS., Extracts and Letters for Go.Londonderry, p.57.
(2) App. E, So. 3.



It becomes apparent from the distribution of these sites 
that a particular type of terrain was favoured. In the 
Sixtowns the numerous remains of sands and gravels, which are 
strung across the intermediate peneplain from Lough Pea far 
into Tyrone, providing good pasture and dry, sheltered dwelling 
sites above the surrounding bog, seem to have been the recognised 
summer haunts„ On the Sperrin side of the Moyola similar 
environment was available on the lateral moraine of the "Booley 
Hills", that follows the 800* contour along the schist edge.
The same hills are still utilised for pasturage by local sheep 
faraiers. The Crockandun Hills, similarly formed as a lateral 
moraine along the face of Slieve Gallion, may have been a 
similar booley ground for lowland people using the easy gradient 
of the Whitewater River and its tributary the S ruhannaelogh.
The basalt ledge west of Swatragh, which was readily accessible 
by the tributaries of the Agivey and the Clady Rivers, and the 
peneplain levels at the head of the Benady, Bovevagh and Curly 
Glens are equally typical.

A comparison of the distribution of booley sites - incom
plete as it is at the present stage of research - and that of 
’ciadiana' in this Londonderry Region, is significatn. Both 
occupy complementary zones in such a way that hardly a stretch 
of lowland settlement is without access to former booley grounds. 
This is especially true in the Sixtowns - Slieve Gallion region, 
where the ’ciadiana’ of toe lowlands and hillfoot zone are



226

completely surrounded at a higher level hy what were probably 
their associated grazing tracts. The connection between the 
two customs - the open-field cultivation of the lowlands, and 
the transhumance practices of the uplands - is therefore evident. 
We may visualise former migrations from the 'runaale' territory 
south of the Moyola by way of the Whitewater and Tullybrick 
Glens to the summer pastures west of Lough Pea. Migrants from 
the townlands east of Slieve Gallion doubtless repaired annually 
to the same haunts using the gentler gradient of the headwaters 
of the Grange Biver, and flanking Slieve Gallion on the north 
to reach the Grockanduns and the peneplain stretches to the west. 
The present mountain road follows the same route, significantly 
passing through the townland of Boveagh (way of the cows) where 
the mountain slope begins to level out to meet the plain. It 
is probable that people from the Ballinderry Valley had also 
access to the Tyrone peneplain by the Lissan Gap, the southern 
and eastern slopes of Slieve Gallion itself being utilised by 
the black cattle herds of the landlords, prior to the extension 
of permanent settlement to that district. Prom the Owenkillew 
and Owenreagh Valleys of Tyrone we may sepculate that similar 
movements took place to the Crocknaboley grounds. The lowlands 
north of the Moyola seem to have been served by the mountain 
tract west of Swatragh; while in similar country north of the 
Agivey, though physical conditions were less amenable, it is 
possible that sites at the head of the Aghadowey, Macosquin and
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Coolnasillagh Glens, analogous to that of Altikeeragh near the 
head of the Articlave River, were utilised.

West of the Sperrins, the sheer basalt scarp must have 
canalised movements from the Roe Valley along tributary valleys 
like the Curly, Gelvin, and especially the Benady Glen. People 
on the other side of the Roe had alternative sites at Gortna- 
boley in Bovevagh Glen, and at Bolie, which was at the same time 
accessible to townlands fringing the Lough Foyle shores.

In the Co.Antrim Region, from evidence of a similar nature, 
a considerable distribution of summer sites emerges on the high 
peneplain and its fringes. Booley remains are in evidence on 
the schist ledge at 900’ on the flanks of Khocklayd, on the 500’ 
intermediate peneplain levels along the Upper Glenmakeeran River, 
and are especially numerous among the chalk downs of Crockanmore, 
700’ to 800* above Muolough Bay, in the townlands of Bighouse, 
Torglass and Goocland. Other remains, known locally as "booley 
houses," are scattered over the peneplain at the head of Glen-

in Evishacrow td. (in the 19th. cents ) on the 900’ peneplain
at the head of the Glenravel Valley, The hills skirting 
the southern flanks of the same len were also frequent summer

(1) E. E. Evens, "Field Archaeology in the Rallycastle District',
U.J.A., 1945, Vol. VIII.

(2) 0 ’Laverty, "History of the lioceae of Down and Connor",
Vol. Ill, p. 448.

(1)shesk. To the south clusters of booley foundations were noted
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haunts, especially in the Khockanully and Evishnablay districts.
Here according to tradition the women from the Lower Braid and
Main Valleys migrated annually with their cattle, to spend the
summer in milking, making butter, cheese and woollen garments,
living in booley houses, which were situated near the present
permanent settlements. The return jjoumey was begun when the
men had attended to the harvest, the animals being allowed to

(1)graze in common on the stubble. Finally at the head of the
Quoile Hiver on the northern slopes of the Braid Valley 60

(2 )
booley remains were noted formerly in Little Ballymena td.

Place names provide supplementary evidence. Terms like 
"buaile" and "weeta buaile" - though the context is not known - 
are applied to sites on the 600' peneplain in Glenstaghey td.,
near Ballintoy, and on the hill slope in Culraney td., north

(3)
of Glendun. Other place names include Galboley, on the basalt 
plateau on the south side of Glenarriff; Ballyvooly north of 
Cushendall; iruinavoley on the northern slope of Enooklayd; 
Altnavoolie in fenaghs td., at the head of a tributary stream 
of Glenshesk; and Crocknaboley on the 700’ peneplain in 
Goolnagoppoge td. Tradition also associates Tievebulliagh - 
a place name significant in itself - with transhumance practices. 
It was the former custom for the women of Glendun and Glenaan

(1) App. E, No. 7.
(2) O ’Laverty, "Op. cit., Vol. Ill, p.448.
(3) App. E, So. 10.
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to come here with their cattle and children in the summer
season, to engage milking, making butter and spinning. They
lived in sod booley houses, the foundations of which are still
traceable in the district. Similar traditions, attested by
the survival of booley ruins, persist on the Beaghs Kountain

(1 )and all the way along the -agangarrive hillside. Further south
the two tovrslano names of Ballyboley, one on the peneplain
north-west of lame, the other on the hills overlooking the
Sixmilewater, are equally suggestive. Significantly associated
with the latter is the tradition by Beeves, that it was
formerly the custom for the inhabitants of the Valley to drive
their cattle to the booley houses on the slope along the face

(2)of Ballyboley Hill. On the peneplain overlooking Belfast
(3)

Lough the subdivisions of Ardboley and Bolyhouse, at the 
head of the Vooaburn Biver, suggest additional summer sites.

The distribution pattern derived from such evidence 
illustrates the interrelation between booleys and clachans. 
Hardly a valley or tract of lowland is without access to a 
former summer grazing area. In the north-east the peneplain 
levels at 600' from the head of Glenshesk to the Kurlough Downs, 
and the sites about Knocklayd, aB well as serving the surround
ing glens, were available to the lowland clachans west of this

(1) Ibid., So. 8 .
(2) W. Beeves, Op. cit.

U.J.A., Vol. V, 1st ser., p.ll.
(3) "A rough map of the Lynnaon ..state", Barony of

Garrickfergus, 1813: Downshire estate Office, 
Hillsborough.
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mountain. Among the people of the townlands as far off as 
Tonduff and Ballintoy the tradition still lingers of cattle 
migrations to the Enocklayd pastures, in addition to shorter 
trips to those about YYhitepark Bay. Thus as well as the 
shorter altitudinal movements by way of the mountain streams 
which probably characterised the Glens of Carey and Glenshesk 
and the steep east coast belt, we may visualise considerable 
journeys from the rundale clachans as far west as the Bush 
Valley. Prom Glenaan and Glen Ballyemon access was easy to 
Tievebulliagh, while additional sites were available on the 
peneplain above Glenoun. The lowland townlands of the stretch 
from Cushendall to Cushenoun had alternative grazing on the old 
red sandstone plateau at Ballyvooly; while north of Cushendun 
a series of short mountain streams led to Cushleake mountain, 
which long remained in common to groups of coastal townlandB. 
Prom Glenarriff ana the coastal stretches to the south, 
numerous glens gave access to Galboly; while the booleys about 
Evishacrow may lave served both the Glenravel and Upper 
Glenarriff regions as well as lowland townlands in the Main 
Valley. The Upper Qvoile district was doubtless a similar 
summer rendezvous for migrants from the Lower Braid and Main 
lowlands. Though there is no direot evidence, the typical 
peneplain terrain of the Upper Braid and Blemish districts 
suggests further migrations in that direction. Biroilar 
terrain typifies the Upper Glenwhirry ana Glenarm Valleys.
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In the Sixmilewater seasonal movements from the valley to the 
hill pastures on the northern flanks was formerly the custom, 
and thcugh no evidence of ’rúndale* has been recorded, the 
abundance of ’clachans' in 1832 suggests a connection between 
the two systems here. In the Carrickfergus district the 
persistence of the rúndale system until the early 19th-century, 
and the existence of place name derivatives of ’buaile', tends 
to the same conclusion.

In the Co.Lonaonderry Region it was evident that trans
humance tended to favour certain environments, particularly 
the level stretches of the peneplain. This was equally 
apparent in Co.Antrim. Similarly in the Mourae Region of
Co.Down, peneplain stretches, like the great amphitheatre of 
the Deer’s :eadow,v/ere the main booley districts. Harris in 
1744 gave an enlightening account of the practice in this 
locality, which he described as "extending some miles in 
breadth and length; to which great numbers of people resort in 
the summer months to graze their cattle. They bilng with 
them their wives, children and little wretched furniture; 
erect huts and there live for two months or more, and often 
cut their turf to serve for the next returning season; which
done, they return with their cattle to their former habit-

(1)
ations.” It is noteworthy,that even in 1803 the grazing 1

(1) «V. Harris, "The Ancient and present state of the County 
of Down," 1744, p. 125.



(Craidoo'l were held in common by the townlands of G award,
(1 )Stang, Ballykeel and Lrumbuniff. Traditions of booleying are 

still current in this district.
Just as 'rúndale' has proved to be not necessarily a 

feature of mountain districts, so the practice of booleyihg 
was not limited to the neighbourhood of upland areas, but was 
customary wherever a suitable tract of waste could be utilised 
for summer grazing. This was nowhere more apparent then in 
Co.Londonderry, where the requirements of open-field cultivation, 
and the great distance from the Eastern Sperrin sites of town- 
lands in the Bann Valley, induced the exploitation of the 
seasonal grazing tracts which were available all along the 
Bann, the intake strand of Lough Beg and the Creagh delta in 
the crop season. Though no traditions of the actual migration 
of personnel for the summer season are current, there is 
evidence that considerable cattle drives took place from out
lying townlands. It is significant in this respect that the 
road leading to the Mulloch strand of Lough Beg is known as 
"the buaile road", and is still the main cattle route to the
summer grazing tracts of that district. Along the Koyola

(2 )River analogous grounds in the Broagh, Mullagh, and 
Ballymaguigan districts were utilised in the same manner, and

(1) A Book of maps of the Hilltown Estate, 1803: J.ownahire
Estate Office, Hillsborough.

(2) "Extracts from the Rental of the Mannour of Castledawson\
book of rent payments l?2o-l?40." (P.lt.O.H.I .)

grounds of the Deer's Meadow, Spelga, Spalthu and Garrigthu
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for the stone purpose of clearing the stock from the unenclosed
fields in the growing season. The broad estuary flats of the
River Roe, especially in Carrowmuadle townland, were similarly

(1)given over to grazing in common in summer.
On the Antrim side of the Bann tracts of rough "out 

grazing" persist, but the narrow extent of the floodplain on 
this side has precluded the development of features on a par with 
those of Co„Londonderry. No information is forthcoming from 
the Main Valley, but the great stretches of bog and grazing 
land, on the wide floodplain north of the confluence with the 
Clogh aver, are comparable with conditions pertaining on the 
Bann.

Belated features typified the Lower Blackwater fringes 
and estuary, and were equally characteristic of the Upper Bann 
floodplain from Portadown to the Lough shores.

Such evidence leaves little doubt that as long as the 
open-fields remained a concomitant of rundale the presence of 
some kind of rough land and some measure of transhuraanoe must 
have been a necessity, whether the environment was upland or 
lowland. Tradition identifies the custom more especially 
with hill regions, only due to the persistence there of exten
sive waste lands beyond the limits of settlement; in lowland 
regions the extension of colonisation induced the permanent 
utilisation of these tracts, while the early decay of the open- 
field system obviated the need for such practices. A map

(1) App. 31I, No. 3.
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compiled for Ireland from place names with booley derivatives 
is even more conclusive./ Though concentrations of sites 
occur in the Comeragh and Knockmealdown mountain areas of 
Waterford, the Galtees of limerick and Tipperary, SI. Callan 
in Clare, and SI. Aughty in South Galway, evidence is by 
no means confined to mountain country. Great numbers are 
clustered over the lav lands of Co.Wexford at altitudes, 
for example, of 100’ in Maxboley, Booley and Boley Hill, and 
less than 100' in Boleykeagh. In fact in no Irish county, 
upland or lowland, is evidence wanting. The following sites 
and their altitudes are significant: Bodies Little and
Great, Co.Meath below 100'; Ballyboley, Co.Monaghan, 160’; 
Boley, north of Lough berg in Co.Galway, 140’; Ballynaboley 
in Co.Carlow, and Cloghbolie in Southwest Donegal, both below 
100».

From these regional studies no definite date can be 
assigned to the decay of^booleying. In South Derry, judging 
by McCloskey's evidence, the 1760’s saw the end of the 
system, though as tradition suggest^ there were survivals in 
the district between the Clady and the Moyola until the end 
of the century. In the Gixtowns Legion tradition goes back 
to the early 19th century without any record of the custom. 
Here apparently the pressure of population enforced encroach
ment of settlement on the former booley grounds. In the

(1) j. MacCloskey, Op. cit., 1821, O.s. MSS., Co.Londonderry, 
box 48.
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early 19th-century, territory in this district,that had
remained barren and unproductive waste for centuries, was
subdivided into farms of different sizes, which were occupied
by surplus tenants from the lowlands.

In Go.Antrim, where an upward extension of population
I was also evident, tradition points to a date of decline not
long prior to 150 years ago; while in the Mourne area a
similar date is probable. But obviously the period of
decline will depend on, and vary according to different
interdependent factors like the isolation of the particular
region, the persistence of 'rúndale' features, and degree
of social inertia. Thus on the mainland of Mayo booleying
continued until 100 ¿'ears ago, and on Achill Island still

(i)' exists in modified working order. In Donegal the custom
j “ - - - - - ( 2 )was recorded in the Glencolmcilie district until the 1840's;

(3)in the ^rrigal district it died out only 70 years ago; 
while in Kaphoe the grazing grounds between looorow and

(4)
Glashagh Beg were similarly utilised until 90 .years ago.
In west Kerry analogous practices persisted in the territory 
between Killorgiin and Sneem until the 1860's. On the 
southern slopes of the faitees, in Go.limerick, ”comaointeas

(1) P. O'Moghrain, Op. cit,, Bedloideas, 1943, pp.161
et seq. ^ ^

(2) H. Morris, "Reminiscences of Padraig O'Byrne,"
Bedloiaeas, 1939, p.288.

(3) 1. , Ivans, "Some Survivals of the Irish Open field
System," Geography, 1939, Vol. XXIV, Op. cit., p .24

(4) Irish Polk lore Commission Archives, tradition by
Ed. ’ Mr , Vol. 171, pp. 186-187.
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as the custom was formerly called, only ceased 65 years ago.
A writer in Mayo saw the chief cause of decay in the

emigration, eviction, and reduction of tillage after the
(2 )

repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846, which left a larger extent 
of home pasture at the disposal of later occupiers, facilitat
ing the provision for milch cow3 at home. In the Galtee
Region the imposition of a per capita rent by the landlord

(3)
in the 1870's brought an end to the system; while in other 
districts the famine and its aftermath were the changing 
forces. Such causes however applied only to typical refuge 
areas. Where the decline was earlier the extended cultiva
tion of the potato, it may be speculated, by inducing, from 
the middle of the 18th century , an increase of population 
which found an outlet by encroachment on the waste, was the 
main factor in the process of change. Others included the 
reduction of whitemeats in the common diet, and hence of the 
pastoral element, due to the ease of sustinence provided by 
the same crop, and the early break up of the 'rúndale' system 
under the impact of agrarian innovations.

Numerous persisting practices and customs had their 
origin in a former pastoral scheme. Many of the hillsides * 
are still grased in common and stocked in 'suras', ana in 1 2 3

(1) Caoimhghin Ua Lanachair, "1races of the Buaile in the
Galtee Mountain”, J.R.S.Á.I., Dec., 1945, Vol.LXXV,
Pt* IV, pp. 248, et. seq.

(2) P. O'Moghrain, Op. cit., Bedloideas, 1943, p. 163.
(3) Caoimhghin Ua Lanachair, Op.cit., p.250.

(1 )
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several districts where the cattle have not been replaced
to any extent by sheep, the townland herd continues many of 
the duties of the former migrants. "Again the use of magic 
and ceremonial, the blessing of the pastures...the bleeding of 
animals, fertility rights and fairy lore - these are the 
customs ana beliefs which transhumant societies have tenac
iously retained.... Similarly the festivals of May and
August, at the beginning and middle of the summer transhumant
season, are remembered and celebrated among the Irish hills. 1

(1) h. L. Ivans, "Transhutaance in lurope," Geography, 
Voi. XXV, 1940, p. 180.

(1)
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CHAPTER 5.

The Distribution and Decline of Rúndale in Ireland „

Proci the regional studies it was conclusive that the 
'rúndale* system was formerly a more widespread, if not pre
dominant phenomenon» But as such regions may not be typical, 
and as so much in the determination of origin turns about the 
question of distribution, it is necessary to carry the analysis 
to a wider area.

In estimating the total extent of the system from
written sources, including statistical surveys, government
reports and commissions, and especially from tradition,
accurate interpretation is invariably rendered difficult by
the ambiguity of the terminology used. The adoption of a
former conclusion, however, that 'rúndale', partnership and
joint tenancy, were synonymous terms, clarifies the situation

(1)
considerably.

The evidence of several early writers lays down the
broad framework of the former distribution scheme. Arthur
Young at the end of the 18th. century gives accounts of the
custom in many of the Irish counties, viz $ Antrim, Permanagh,
Kilkenny, V. exford, Wicklow, Kerry, Limerick, Cork, Galway,

(2)
Mayo, 81igo, Hoscommon, Longford, Tipperary and Leitrim,

(1) PoLicCourt, "Húndale and its Social Concomitants,"
3£©A. Thesis, 1947, pp. 78 - 81»

(2) A. Young, Op.cit., 1776 - 78, 5 Vols.



Wake field , writing at the opening of the 19th. century, adds
the counties of Donegal, Kildare, Londonderry and Tyrone to

(1)
the scheme, and corroborates much of Young's evidence. 
Statistical accounts of the various counties for the early 
19th. century complete the distribution. Dutton includes ( 2 )
Glare, where letting in partnership was frequent until 1824; 
in Kilkenny, according to Tighe, it was the universal custom

(S)of the hilly tracts in 1801; while in Roscommon, Weld
records in 1852 that the old system of partnership prevailed(4)
extensively. In 1801 it was a general feature in Tyrone

(5) (6 )
according to HoEvoy; Rawson noted its frequency in Kildare
while its prevalence in Wicklow at the beginning of the 19th.

(7)century is attested by Frazer. Co. Monaghan at the same
(8)

period had traces of similar features.

Thus a distribution emerges in the north, west and south 
in an extensive zone encircling the eastern counties of the 
Central Plain from Queen's Co. to Co.Down. Such a pattern, 
proceeding from general evidence, affords little opportunity 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

(1) E.Wakefield, Op.cit., 1612, Vol. I.
(2) H.Dutton, "Statistical Account of Co.Clare, 1824, p,139.
(3) W.Tighe, Op.cit., p.48.
(4) I.Weld, Op.cit., p. 47.
(5) J.McEvoy, Op.cit.p. 8 8 .
(6 ) TcJ.Rawson, "A Statistical Account of the Co. of Kildare

1807, p.15.
(7) R.Frazer, "A Statistical Account of the C. of Wicklow",

1801, p ,209.
(6 ) C. Coote, "A Statistical Survey of the Co. of Monaghan",

1801, p.92.
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for scientific study or conclusions. .¿his can be attained
(1 )only by applying detailed data for small areas to the 

assembly of a comprehensive distribution scheme..

In Northern Ireland detailed analysis tends to give a
more confined picture (diag. /*f ) than the broad belt
suggested above, extending through Antrim, Londonderry,
Tyrone and Fermanagh<> In Go. Antrim evidence of 'rundale'
is in fact limited to a peripheral zone reaching from the(2)
northern tip of Lough Beg, through the parish of Portglenone, 
part of the Barony of Kilconway, the Baronies of Upper and 
Lower Bunluce, and continuing along the east coast in the

(3)Baronies of Lower and Upper Glenarm and the Parish of
(4)

CarrickferguSo Outlying traces in the Braid, and an 18th. 
century recording of the system in the Shane's Castle dis
trict north of Lough Neagh, attest an extension of the dis-

' (5)
tribution in this direction. In Co. Londonderry, except 
for the territory abotit Coleraine, where early social 
changes were manifest, the system seems to have prevailed 
formerly. In Tyrone though an extensive distribution is 
evident throughout the Baronies of Strabane and Omagh, the 
Poor Lav; Union of Clogher, as well as the refuge area on the 1 2 3 4 5

(1) D. He Court, "Rundale and its Social Concomitants,"
M.A.Thesis, App. S., supplemented by Apps, A-D of 
the present work.

(2) "Royal Commission on Congestion in Ireland/'report 7,
(3) "Levon Commission",Vol.I, p.593. /p.51,
(4) O.S. MSS», Co.Antrim, Carrickfergus Parish, Box 7,
(5) A. Young, Op.cit., Vol. I, p.213.
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south-west shores of Lough Neagh, evidence is completely 
wanting in the Barony of Dungannon between the highland belt 
and lough Neagh. Similarly, in Fermanagh, despite frequent

a )occurrences of 'rundale' in the Barony of Tyxkennedy, the(2)Poor lav; Union of Idsnaskea and more isolated patches
(3)about Beleek, and on the Enniskillen School Estate to the( 4 )  „-----------------------------------------------------------

west of Upper Lough Erne, no equivalent distribution is
apparent in the rest of the county. Evidence in Go. Down
is confined to the peripheral tracts of lecale and M o u m e ;

(5)
in Go. Armagh to the Parish of Killevy and several out
lying townlands scattered throu^iout the parishes of Derry-

(6)
coose, ioughgell, Grange, Clonfeacle, Montiagh and ShanM.ll.

From such a scheme, with its great distribution gap 
in the central lowland belt, there are little grounds for 
assuming that 'rúndale' was a universal feature in Northern 
Ireland (diag. 1*+. ). The distribution of 'clachans' of 
1822 (diag. ) is in many instances a supplementary 
source, illustrating the residual nature of the former 
evidence. The concentrations in the Bann and Main Valleys 
on the Northern shores of Lough Neagh, and numerous groups

(1) "Poor Law Inquiry", App.P., p.199.
(2) "Devon Commission", Vol.II, p.129.
(2) A.Young, Op.cit., Vol. I, p.258.
(4) "Endowed Schools (Ireland) Commission",1858, App. to

iieport, pp. 25, £6 .
(5) Irish Historical Studies, Vol. 4, 1944-5. p.?0.
(6 ) O.S.Valuation (Griffith's) 1859.
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in the Glenwhirry, Six Mile Water and lagan Valleys, as well 
as the other scattered traces throughout south and mid-Antrim, 
attest a former prevalence of the 'rundale’ system over most 
of the County. Only in the lowlands east of Lough Neagh is 
evidence lacking in both distributions. In Co. Londonderry 
the ubiquity of the 'clachan1, even in the Coleraine area 
where former evidence was wanting, establishes the widespr
ead practice of the custom. In Tyrone considerable concen
trations along the Blackwater from Benburb to Lough Neagh, 
and in the Ballinderry Valley, limit the gap in the distrib
ution to the lowland belt from Aughnacloy through Stewarts- 
town to the Lough Neagh shores. The existence of similar 
groups about the highland fringes north and south of Lou^ 
Erne, if it does not completely eliminate this gap, at least 
confirms that the system formerly extended into this part of 
Fermanagh. In Co. Armagh, apart from the dense distrib
ution of 'clachans' along the Blackwater and the Bann, and 
on the edges of the bog tracts between , there is little to 
add to the former evidence. In Co. Down, on the other hand, 
the 1832 scheme augments the previous distribution, revealing 
numerous traces along the Lagan, and all over the Drumlin 
terrain west of Strangford Lough5 while a denser pattern 
characterises the northern hillfoot zone of the bournes, the 
lowland belt between the latter and Slieve Croob, and the 
southern tip of the Ards Peninsula, in all of which evidence 
was wanting in the previous source.
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The combination of evidence from both schemes (L ie-g-;---■)
reveals a distribution, which though it is by no means of 
homogeneous density, encompasses the greater part of the 
province „ Only in the lowland belt of Mid-Armagh and Down, 
the territory east and west of laugh Neagh, and the northern 
half of the Ards Peninsula, is an appreciable want of evid
ence apparent. The problem, therefore, is to estimate 
whether this represents an original gap in the distribution 
of ’rúndale’, or whether it is the result of early clearance 
due to early social change. Considering that the data 
embodied in both maps dates for the most part from a period 
in the 19th. century when ’rúndale' was on the decline, and 
considering also that they are complementary in parts, I 
am inclined to accept the latter.

Por a comprehensive analysis of ’rúndale’ distribution 
evidence of an earlier nature - preferably from the 18th, 
century - is therefore necessary. P'ortunately estate docu
ments and surveys of that period invariably preserve records 
of partnership holdings and tenancies, facilitating the 
reconstruction of conditions in districts where agrarian 
changes came early. The total evidence of this nature is 
incorporated in diag. /<k . In North-east Antrim and
parts of Co. lando nderry, it does lit tile more than confitan 
previous evidence. But in Co. Down the dense distribution 
of partnerships from the Lagan to the Hournes, augmented by 
the ’clachan’ pattern of 1832, leaves little doubt of the
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prevalence of the system throughout most of the County.
In Armagh concentrations of similar features on the Verner 
and Brownlow properties south of lough Neagh, and on numerous 
townlands of the Gosford Estate, east of Keady, though they 
fail to bridge the distribution gap in this county, at least 
restrict its extent to t smaller area. A considerable dis
tribution also occurs on the Verner Estates, near Ballygawley 
in Tyrone, and extends to several townlands of the Hanfurly 
and Burgess Estates near Dungannon. Thus a linlc-up with 
the 'clachan' area of the Blackwater is established, reducing 
the area for which evidence is lacking to a narrow belt in 
the vicinity of Stewartstown. In Col Fermanagh previous 
distributions can scarcely be extended.

It is apparent that none of the above distribution
schemes is complete in itself, but considered together they
supplement each other in such a way that a fairly complete
picture of the former extent of 'rúndale' practice ensues.
The areas wanting in evidence are in every case the lowlands
east and west of lough Neagh, Lid-Armagh, the northern sector
of the Ards Peninsula and much of Co. Fermanagh. The Estate
material of the Montgomery property, which occupies a oon-
sideraole territory in the Newtovmards - Comber region, dates
in nany cases to the early 18th. century, but reveals only

(1)a scheme of dispersed settlement severalty farms. 17th. 1

(1 ) Lascellaneous 18th. century townland maps of the
Montgomery EstatesJ londonderry 0 Estate Office ,],ew-

tovnardo.
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and 18th. century surveys of the Conway (later Hartford)
(1)Estates, which extend east of Lough Neagh between Crumlin

and the lagan, are similarly unenlightening. It is difficult
therefore to assess if 'rúndale' was ever part of the social
organisation of these areas. Considering that English
settlement lias been extensive in the same region from the
17th. century, particularly in the territory from Belfast

(2)
Lough to the Pomeroy Mountains in Tyrone, it may be in
ferred that exotic influences either precluded the develop
ment of 'rúndale' or prematurely swept away incipient 
features of the system.

(a)In Eire the distribution set out in a former work has 
scarcely been extended. D i a g r a m s i l l u s t r a t e  the total 
evidence. 'The pattern of the former, comprising the dis
tribution of 'clachans' 1832 - 40, íb typically peripheral. 
Cluster settlement is almost universal in Donegal, Mayo, and 
the greater part of Roscommon, Galway and Clare. In Kerry 
and Cork the southwest peninsulas are typified by a marked 
density, which is continued in the concentrations extending 
through most of Waterford, South Kilkenny and the neighbour
ing parts of Tipperary arid South Cork, Clachans are simil
arly widespread in exford, and cluster thickly along the

(1) 17th. c; 18th. century Surveys of the Conway Estates,
Co. Antrim, P.n.O.K.I.

(2) Hume "Ethnology of Cos. Down « Antrim", U, J*A, ,Vol,IV,
1st. ser,, 1856, p.150,

(3) D. McCourt, "Rúndale arid its Bocial Concomitants" ,
Li.Á.Thesis, 1947, pp. 130 - 134.
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western fringes of the Wicklow Hills ana coastal patches in 
Louth. Additional areas of density occur in the southern 
tip of Leitrim, in parts of Cavan, JVorth-west Queen’s Co. 
and the adjoining part of Tipperary. Within this peripheral
belt the counties of the Central Plain from Monaghan to Cork 
continue the sparse distribution characteristic of Mid-Down 
and Armagh.

The total pattern suggests that while former social 
features persisted in the isolated fringes of the country, 
in the central corridor they wilted before the impact of 
innovations, which have proceeded from the east since the 
Norman Colonisations. Alternatively we may regard the dis
tribution as the outcome of contrasting modes of exploitation 
carried on in more or less complementary zones. Associated 
with tillage was the practice of partnership fanning and its 
related ’clachan’ settlement. The extensive severalty pro
perties were typical of stock farming areas. Written sources 
confirm this differentiation. Young in 1776 records of Co. 
Galway that "farms consist of large stock ones from 200 - 500 
acres, with very few cabbins upon them; the tillage is prin-

( Deipally carried on by villagers who take farms in partnership" 
He similarly notes in Limerick that "some few of the little
farms are taken by cottars in partnership, but large farms

(2 )
are all in stock now." Taffe, writing earlier in the 18th.

(1) A.Young, Op.cite, Vol.I, p.388,
(2) Ibid., Vol.II, p.156.
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century that "sculloags herded together in large villagers
and cultivate the land everywhere," apparently saw the same(1)
distinctiono In diag. 11 the emergence of clachan 
concentrations in what would seem to be the main tillage 
areas of the 19th. century, viz., Lecale, which was cleared 
of forest as early as Tudor timesJ the I'oyle and I'aughan

■ f

estuary region which was exporting wheat through Londonderry
(2)

before 1815; Connacht where 78$ of the families were en
gaged in agriculture, Galway developing an export trade in

(3)
wheat during the Napoleonic war years* the lower courses 
of the Barrow, Lore and Suir in Kilkenny, Waterford and 
Wexford; the Boyne Valley in Meath and. Louth, and along the 
Shannon, attests the concomitance of arable farming and the 
partnership system. It is equally apparent that the wedge 
consisting of most of the Leinster counties, as well as 
limerick, Tipperary and the best part of Roscommon, which 
utilised the advantage of natural grassland bo specialise in 
pastoral pursuits, coincided with the predominantly dispersed 
settlement belt. The final picture is therefore one of a 
midland plain of grazier farms ana ’einzelhofe’, with village 
cultivators clinging to the congested peripheries.

Presuming that the pattern of diagram H  is an ex
pression of contrasting economies we are still far from

(1) Taaffe "Observations on Affairs in Ireland", 1766, p.12.
(2) J.C.Curwen, "Observations on the State of Ireland,** Vol.I
(3) E.R.H.Green, M .8. on Irish Agriculture, /pf£££a

. <- (lent by the Author)
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deciding if the claohan distribution of 1832 was formerly
more extensive. Considering that tillage was expanding
continuously from the end of the 18th. century under the
impetus of high prices during the war with [Prance it seems
probably that the early 19th0 centuiy saw a maximum clachan
development in parts where the old social code was extant;
the revertion to grazing of considerable areas after 1815
inevitably swept away great numbers before the first 0„S.
The respective distributions of tillage and grazing practices
at an earlier date is a matter for speculation. In Westmeath,

the
where hardly a clachan existed in/1830's, a 17th. century
writer notes that "the inhabitants hye more scattered in small
villages, consisting mostly of poor small cottages which stand

(1)not much longer than their fences." The frequent occurrence
of the suffix 'town1 in townland names of the midland counties,
and the constant references to villages and ’towns’ in the(2)Civil Survey of 1654 for Co. Meath, where the dispersed
dwelling was the rule in the 19th. century, suggest the
former existence of nucleated settlement here. The recording(2)
of 18 hamlets by the same survey in the Barony of Glenehiry, 
Co. Waterford, 12 of which had disappeared by 1832, tends to 
the same conclusion. 1 2 3

(1) Sir Henry Piers, Op.cit, p.60,
(2) Irish Manuscripts Commission, The Civil Survey, 1654-1656,

Co. Meath, Vol.V.
(3) Irish Manuscripts Commission, "The Civil Survey,1654-1656,

The Co. of Waterford, Vol. VI".
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Diago 23 represents the total distribution of 'rundale' 
derived from various written sources, which have been quoted 
in the appendix of a former work by the author. Its weakness
es are more apparent than its virtues. The nature of the 
evidence, based on references to areas varying in size from 
the townland to the barony and poor law union, including 
parishes, electoral divisions, rural divisions and estates, 
limits scientific accuracy. At the outset it is necessary to 
accept the fact that it gives only a qualitative distribution, 
and lias no quantative pretensions. Except for the inclusion 
of parts of Cork, limerick and Tipperary within the 'rundale' 
scheme, it does little more than verify earlier findings. The 
distribution gap coinciding with the counties of Meath, Dublin, 
Westmeath and part of Queen’s Co. and King's Co., is again 
apparent, militating against any claim for the former ubiquity 
of the syetern.

A detailed survey of 18th. century estate documents may 
prove fruitful, as it did in Northern Ireland, in restoring 
much of the missing distribution. 0 Buachalla, working along 
these lines, has built up an impressive distribution of part
nership holdings for the late 18th. century on the Barrymore

(1)Estates in Co. Cork, where hardly a clachan remained in the 
1850's. ho doubt there is scope for similar work in the mid- 1

(1) Liam 0 'Buachalla, "Tenant farmers of the Barrymore Estate 
1768," Cork Hist, and Arch. Sac., Vol, LI, ho. 173.
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land counties, though it is probable that the constant 
influx of exotic modes of agriculture and the resultant 
early break up of the old social organisation would preclude 
the possibility of bridging this gap appreciably.

Considering the total distribution of ’rúndale' in the 
country as a whole it seems that the system was widely 
practised in most of the Irish counties, except those of the 

. East Central Plain, where either the process of change came 
early with the break up or modification of the old social 
code under continuous English ascendancy from .Anglo-Norman 
times, or the predominance of a pastoral economy militated 
against the development of features which were identified 
with tillage. Bit even in this area evidence is not en
tirely wanting; indeed the fact that traces are evident 
in every county enhances the speculation that rúndale was 
a widespread custom in former times, and that the distribut
ion of the 18th. and early 19th. centurys, though represent
ative of maximum development in certain regions, was fbr the 
most part residual in character.
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The history of the decline of the 'rundale' system, in 
Ireland has been examined in an earlier work, but in the 
light of additional evidence further analysis should prove 
significant.

The process of decay was by no means homogeneous, but 
varied from region to region according to physiography, 
the nature of the landowning class, social inertia, etc«
Star a detailed account, therefore, an enquiry of events from 
county to county would probably give the most comprehensive 
picture«,

In Go. Antrim the trend of decline is clearest in the 
region extending in a semicircle from Lough Beg to Belfast 
lough (drag. ). Held research and numerous written
sources facilitate the reconstruction of events, A  con
siderable sector of this region has been examined in detail 
in the regional analysis of North Antrim; it is sufficient 
to recall some of its conclusions.

In the eastern tract of coastal plain and glens, though 
changes were initiated in the 18th, century, and continued 
in the 19th. century, rundale was still evolving north of 
Glendun, and partnership holding persisted on old leases to 
the south, until the middle of the 19th. century, when a 
sharp phase of replanning swept away all traces of the 
system. Along the western margins of the high peneplain, 
in the baronies of Carey and Upper Dim luce, decay on the
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whole came earlier, with a marked lag from south to north. 
South of Knocklayd the 16th. century, and in Glenbush 
especially, the early 19th. century witnessed the passing of 
the system. In the Glens about Knocklayd transformation 
was begun in the early 19th. century, ana was not complete 
until the middle of the century; while in the Carey Basin 
despite improvement in the beginning of the 19th. century 
partnership relics were in evidence until the middle of the 
century, and still survive in the upper reaches of the valley.

On the low peneplain stretches the widespread distri
bution of •clachans* of 1852 is no indication of the extent 
of 'rúndale* at that date. In fact, though the partnership 
system persisted in parts east and west of the Bush until 
early in the 19th. century, most of the evidence of suoh 
tenancies ceased at the end of the 18th. century. Young 
indeed, speaking cf the Ballymoney district, shows that even 
in his time - 1776 - 'rúndale' and the related 'changedale* 
had declined since the 1750's. The region of the Bann and 
Main, especially along the flanks of long Mountain and about 
Portglenone, offers a complete contrast. Here 'rúndale» 
features were perpetuated in the vicinity of tracts of waste 
land until the transformations by the land Commission after 
the passing of the Land Acte in the laxe 19th. century.

Continuing the enquiry beyond tbia region to the Barony 
of lower Glenarm, the early demise of 'rúndale* is apparent 
from the paucity of grouped settlement in 1852(diag. x.\ ),
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The Antrim Estate papers and surveys attest this. Thus
Ballyhackett townland was occuoied in the partnership way in

(1)1738; Clady and fonragee (fanderagee) in 1734 were simil-
(2) . (3)

arly circumstanced and remnants persisted until 1814,
while in Blackcave td. the same practice was first noted in

(4) (5)
1742, receiving no further mention after 1819. Killyglen
in the same district was farmed until 1812 by a partnership

(6)
group , which subseouently seems to have beai broken up.(7)
In Bellair td. a similar group in existence in 1790 survived
until 1814, separate holdings being thereafter substituted in
the estate records. On the opposite bank of the Glenarra
River partnership tenure was equally typical in Libert td.

(8)
in 1743, but did not apparently antinue after 1795. Part 
of Carnlough td. was similarly leased during the same period

(9)to a group which was last evident in 1819. Additional(10)
partnerships occupied Drimmorn (Drumourne) td. in 1734,
Demesne and Deeroark, which were evidently broken up for

(11)tillage in 1795; while Ballycraigy, fully, Doonan, Bally- 
vaddy, Drumcrow, Bai-ymullock, Mullaghconnelly, Glore and 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

(1 ) "Correct Maps of The several Quarter-lands herein ment
ioned as now neared and bounded .... . by Jas.Gonnley,
HDCChkXVIII," The Estate of Y/m.Hamilton,Esq. P.R.O.h.I

(2) Antrim Estate Haps, 1734, (Antrim Estates Co.Glenerm).
(3) Rentals of the Antrim Estates, App, D.I.
(4) Rentals of the Antrim Estates, 1795, App. D.I.
(5) Ibid., 1619, App. D.I.
(6) "A Valuation of the Estates of Randal the Marquess of

Antrim, 1812," (Antrim Estates Co.Glenarm).
(7) Rentals of the Antrim Estates, 1795, App. D.I.
(8) Ibid.
(9) Rentals of the Antrim Estates, 1819, App. D.I.
(10) Antrim Estate l aps, 1764.(Antrim Estates Go.Glenarm).
(11) Rentals of the Antrim Estates 1795, App. D.I.
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Aughalum had relics until the early 19thl century. Partner
ship tenancy persisted in several townlands, notably in parts
of Ballygawn, Dunteague, Parisha, Aughaboy, Carrive and(2 )
Owencloghy until the middle years of the 19th. century,
though holding in severalty had by that time become the rule.
Only in lisnahay td„, which was squared in 1859, and in
Caraalbanagh tdc, did the 'rúndale* system survive until later

(3)in the century.

In the remaining sector of this peripheral ’rúndale*
belt, between Larne and 3elfast Lough, ear^ decline was also
characteristic, judging by the sparse distribution of clachans
in 18520 The sequence of events in Carriokfergus Parish,
where as early as 1854 it was stated that "anciently many

(4)
farms were let in 'rúndale "J attests this. The existence
of partnership holdings, with 'infield* divisions, in the
"Strade Lands" (Straid) on the northern bounds of the Parish

(5)
in the 18th. century is equally confinuatory. Remnants

(6)persisted in Slievetrue td„ until 1816, in part of Middle 
Division until 1852, and in the subdivision of Strade in the

(7)same division until 1822. Outside the Parish similar

(1)

Si) pLen^als of the Antrim Estate 1795, App. D.I.
2) Ibid.

5) 0.8„Valuation (Griffith’s) field Books, 1859.
4) 0.8. MSS. Co.Antrim, Carrickferguo Pariah,1834, Box 7.
(5) A Map of "The Strade Lends" undated; Downshire Papers,
(6) "A Map of the townland of Slievetrue, /Hillsborough.

1818, by H.Murray ; Downshire Estate Office Hillsboroug]
(7) "A Statistical Survey of The Parish of Carriokfergus, 

1822," (Dodds' documents, P.K.O.MI.)
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features survived until the 19th. century, notably in Beltoy, 
Ballyvernstown, Ballypollard and Drumnadreagh, in all of

(1)which 'companies' of tenants were installed as late as 1828.
On the shores of Larne Lough Carnduff td. was partly occupied

(2)
in 'rundale' until 1859, while in the adjacent td. of Glynn 
open fields have been perpetuated.

In the remainder of the county the absence of evidence 
renders historical analysis difficult. Though nucleated 
settlement was the rule in 1852, except in the eastern Lough 
Neagh lowlands, the fact that claohans invariably survived 
consolidation allows the possibility of decline in the pre
ceding period. Evidently the system was still operative in 
the late 18th. century on the northern shores of Lou$i Neagh, 
where the recording by Young of a "custom called ’rundale'
which is a division of their farms into spaces by balks

(3)
without fences.... " at least confines decay to the years
subsequent to the 1770's. A similar history may have been 
cliaracteristic of the Lower Main and Six Mile Water regions. 
In the marginal regions of the Glenwhirry and Braid there is 
scope for further field research} the persistence of 'rund
ale' features in the latter suggeste late survival in these 
tributary valleys.

(1) Rental of the ten town lands of I’he Manor Glynn, 1828
(P.R.O.N.I.)

(2) O.S.Valuation (Griffith’s) field books, 1858.
(o) A«Young, Op.cit., Vol.I., p«215.
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In Co. Antrim as a whole the time lag, considering the 
decline of ’rúndale', is from south to north. In the territ
ory between Lough Neagh and the Lagan, given that the system 
was formerly operative, the Clotworthy settlements at the end 
of the 17th. century must have been an early disruptive force. 
In the remainder of the county the beginning of the end dated 
from the 18th. century, probably earlier in Mid - Antrim, be
coming later northwards and especially northeastwards, where 
on the peripheries of the high peneplain the former social 
organisation was in force until a century or so ago. Relics 
are still characteristic of the north-east corner, while in
the detached environment of Rathlin primitive features were

(1)perpetuated until the present century.

In the regional survey of Co.Londonderry the series of 
social changes involved in the break up of the 'rúndale' 
system were analysed in detail. Itormer conclusions may be 
briefly reiterated. In the territory west of the Northern 
Sperrins though the new modes of agriculture were being adopt
ed by the end of the 18th. century, features of the system 
were still being swept away until the middle of the 19th. 
century, and persisted in the isolated glens until later in 
the century. In the east consolidation was well advanced by 
the 1840's, though in the vicinity of tracts of waste land

(1) "Royal Commission on Congestion in Ireland," 1906,
Kept. 7, p.45.
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the old scheme lingered longer. In the Moyola - lough Neagh 
Region decay came earliest, paradoxically enough, to the up
land fringes of Slieve Gallion and the Sixtowns peneplain; 
while in the lowlands between the Glady and the Moyola and 
even on the Balters 1 lands to the south survival until the 
late 19th0 century and in many cases until the presenl/century 
was typical.

It only remains to examine events in the Foyle Basin, 
which lay outside the former survey region. Though enlight
ened agricultural methods were probably initiated here in the 
18th. century, from various written sources it would sean 
that 'rúndale1 was still strongly entrenched in the social 
scheme in the early 19th. century. Thus it was only in 
1820, the year it resumed possession of its lands, that the 
Fishmongers' Company first began the work of reforming its 
estate in the parishes of Faughanvale and Tamlaght Finlagan, 
"by consolidating the divisional patches into one holding,
making straight meaning fences between them....  and building

(1)of new houses, as they generally live in villages". About
the same time the Grocers' Company was endeavouring to enlarge
the farms in Faughanvale Parish, and "make them more compact

(2)
and regular"; while on the Skinners' land in Upper and 
lower Cumber Parishes 'rúndale* was still a prevalent pheno-

(1) "Devon Commission", Vol.l, p.?30 (quoted in Portlock's
Geological Work of Co.Londonderry).

(2) 0.S.MSS. Co.hondonderry, Fanghanvale Parish, Box 46.
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(1 )menon in the 1830’s. The reports of the O.S0 attest the
persistence of the system throughout the same parish in 1834,
ana disclose that in Clandermot Parish "on the west side of
Warbelshinny Mountain ..0 and especially in the direction of
New Buildings, the fences are completely nominal, being
merely low earthen divisions« Cows are always watched by

(2)
a herd." On the Poyle banks, further north in the same
parish, the "lands of Grandsagh" had analogous features in(2)
the early 19th. century period. By the middle of the cent
ury most ’rundale' remnants, judging by the absence of refer
ences in reports of that period, had been gradually liquid
ated .

In Co. Tyrone want of evidence of any kind in the sand
and gravel belt west of lough Neagh points to an early decline
here. Indeed the whole Barony of Dungannon seems to have
been similarly circumstanced. The fact that the early 19th.
century survey of Viscount Northland's Estates near Dungannon

(4)
reveals no trace of 'rúndale', and McBvoy omits maition of
the system in 1801 in the same region, suggests considerable 
social transformation in the 18th. century, if not earlier

(1) Report of a Deputation of the Irish Society, 1836, p.87.
( P . R . O . N . I . )

(2 ) 0.8« MSS. Co.Londonderry, Clandermot Parish, box 34.
(3) "Narrative of a journey in the North of Ireland 1802,

by H.Slade, Esq.," Concise View of the Irish Society, 
p.CCDC. (P.3.0.N .1.)

(4) Maps of the Estate of the Bt, Hon. lord Viscount North
land in the Barony of Dungannon , 1815, by Y/ra .Armstrong
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in parts. In this connection the Vemer documents confirm
the persistence of partnership holding on many tov.nlands of
the Ballygawley Estate, where it encroaches on thie barony,
until the late 18th. century, notably in Garmagh, Socketts,
Granlome, Tullydormell, Ballynahaye, Drumfad, Tullyvannon,

(1)Dergenagh, Legaroe and Gullentra. Similarly in Edena-
crannon td0 on the Burgess Estate partnership holding was the

(3)
rule in 1751 and continued in part until 1797; while on
the Ranfurly Estate, Glenadush, ELllymaddy and Loygashel had(4)
related features until 1791. Only on the mountain fringes 
did ’rúndale survive long in the 19th. century. On the Tyrone 
Peneplain west of Lough Pea numerous instances were in exist
ence on the 'rench Estate as late as 1858, especially in Dun-
more, Ballynagilly, and in the divisions of Preanfada, Cruck-

(5)
brack and Drumhenny Conynghain in Broughderg townland« On the
Lowry Estate along the highland edge north of Pomeroy the same

(6)
conditions obtained until I860, and features survived in

( ? )Limehill townland until the present century. The persist
ence of analogous features in the townlends of Cappagh and
Carnmaddy until 1859 attests a similar prolongation of the(8)
system on che flanks south of Pomeroy.

(1) "A Survey & Valuation of part of the Ballygawley Estate,
belonging to Thos.Vemer, Esq., 1785, by ¿as Boyd, 
P.R.O.D,I.

(2) Burgess Documents, (P.R.O.K.I.)
(3) Kent Ledger of 1781-1891„Kanfurly Documents (P.H.O.K.I.)
(4) "A Survey of the Property of Hiss L!ary Elisabeth Trench,

1858, by J .J.Doble," P.K.O.i.I.
(5) "Irish Land Act Commissi on," I860, App.C., p,1365,
(6) Information from Mr.' .Gracey, Surveyor, Kilrea, App.D. VI.
(7) 0.::.Valuation (Griffith’s) field books, 1859.
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On the Blackwater fringes south-west of Lough Neagh 
’rúndale' lingered beyond the middle of the 19th. century 
due to the persistence of bog and fen and seasonal gracing 
tracts, and on the Royal School Estate in particular, to the 
maladministration of the proprietors.

In the Barony of Strabane, coinciding with the Tyrone 
extension of the Sperrins, late survival was more character
istic. According to McSvoy ’rúndale* was still the common(1)
practice of the Barony in 1802, and though the 1830's 
witnessed considerable decline, the persistence of the system 
throughout the 19th. century, and even in the present century 
in the Glenelly, Owenreagh aid Owenkillew Valleys, typifies 
the Barony as a whole.

In the Barony of Omagh LcSvoy again establishes that
’rundale* was widely oraetised at the opening of the 19th.(2 )
century. Judging by the absence of reference to it in 
later sources a marked decline must have occurred in the 
early years of the century. Indeed on the Verner lands in 
this barony, considerable changes had been carried out in 
the late 18th. century, so that only remnants of the partner-

(3)ship system, as in Aughnagar and Ologhfin ids«, remained
to be consolidated in the 19th. century. By 1835 on the

(4)
whole it was no longer usual to let f&rms in common, 1 * 3 4

(1) Joi cEvoy, Op.cit., p.88.
(2J do. do. p,68.
(3) A Rental of the Verner Estates, 1854, Verner Documents,

P.R.O.l-uI.
(4) Poor Law Inquiry, 1835, App. P., p.2G2.
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consequent on considerable striping in the 1850*s. Thus
the Parish of Greencastle had been in 'rundale' "but the
greater portion was striped out in *56 or '37, though on

(1)five or six townlaids it still applied in 1906. Tuliychar
td. in the Parish of Teimomnongran v/as similarly rearranged(2)
in 1635, while in the Lisnacloon district near Castlederg
and the adjoining part of Donegal consolidation occurred

(S)
before 1846. Numerous instances were still operative at
the time of the Devon Commission,, The striping of the
townlands of Cloghogle, Ballyrennan and Aghafad seems to(4)
have been achieved at the same period.

Pinally in Clogher, as in Dungannon Barony, early decay 
was the keynote. Prom the material available it is diffic
ult to trace the trend of decline. Events on the Vemer 
"Ballygawley" Estate may be typical. Here it was noted
in 1845 that the rundale system had been long abolished,

(5)
and the land thrown into compact farms. The Estate sched
ules show specifically that partnership tenure was predomin
ant until the 1780's, reference to such groups thereafter 
disappearing from the records. Where isolated instances

(1) Royal Commission on Congestion, 1906, Kept. VII, p.96.
(2) "Devon Commission", Vol. I, App.12.
(3) Ibid,, p,804.
(4 Ibid., Vol. I., p.782.
(5) "Devon Commission", Vol. I., p„850.
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were noted in the early 19th. century, as in Foreman, Alta-
(1)mooskan and the Crocknagolpagh division of Lurganboy tdc, 

they were purely residual features of a practically defunct 
system.

In Co. Tyrone, therefore, social changes were manifest 
in the Baronies of Dungannon and Closer from the late 18th. 
centuiy and even earlier in parts of the former. Only on 
the mountain skirts and in the fen country of the Blackwater 
were features of the older order prolonged until the middle 
of the 19th. century. In the Barony of Omagh though improve* 
-ment was asserting itself in the 18th. century, the 'rundale 
system was more or less intact at the commencement of the 
19th. century. By the 1840's considerable transformation 
had been carried out, and few remnants persisted in the 
latter half of the century« In the Barony of Strabane the 
custom was tenaciously adhered to until the middle of the 
19th. century, surviving until the end of the century in 
the highland peripheries and mountain-girt valleys.

In Co, Fermanagh the paucity of clachans in 1882, and 
the few references to rundale features merits the conclusion 
that the former social code had been broken through at an 
early period. Little trace of the system survived in the 
19th. century. By the 1630's it had virtually disappeared

(1) A Lease Book of The Verner Estates, various dates,
Verner Papers, P.H.0,11.1.
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from the Barony of Tyrkennedy; while in 1845 it was noted
that only a few instances remained in the lianaskea Poor(2 )
Law Union. Degenerate remnants, consisting mostly of
joint meadows, persisted until late in the century in Clan-
kelly Barony on old leases, notably in the townlands of
Carrowmacu11a, Kilturk North, Keevanmore, Coolnasillagh,

(3)
Corragunt and Comanucklagho On the Royal School Estate,

(1)

extending over 41 townlands on the road to Swanlinbar 4 to
9 miles south of Enniskillen, though consolidation was
carried out, aided bv emigration, in the middle of the

(4)century, there were survivals until 1858. Analogous feat-(5)
ures have been perpetuated in Ardshankill td. on Boa Island.

Nor is evidence for the 18th. century more abundant,
Bhe partnership system obtained on almost all the townlands
of the Derrygonnelly Estate, about the southern tip of(6)
lower Lough Erne, in 1753. In roughly the same district
25 years later, according to Young "farms were still very(7)
much taken in the ’rúndale' way by partnership;" while 
further west in the vicinity of Castle Caldwell (near Beleek) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

(1) "Poor law Inquiry", App. P., p.199.
(2) "Devon Commission," Vol.II, p.l£9.
(3) 0.8.Valuation (Griffith's) field books, 1859«
(4) "Endowed Schools (Ireland) Commission,"1858, App. to

Report, p.25,
(5) Information from I'r. C. Riley, App. D IV.
(6) Rent Roll of Che Derrygonnelly Estate, Co.Fermanagh,

1753. P.R.O.I .1.
(7) A. Young, Op. cit., Vol.I., p.258.
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great numbers of partnership holdings existed at the same
(1)

date. As no further reference to the system in these areas 
occurs in the 19th. century, it is possible that by the end 
of the century the essential features had been abolished.

Considering the great confiscations of land throughout
the county following the 1641 rebellion - especially in the

‘( 2 )
territory east of the longitude of Enniskillen - and the 
infiltration of English and Scotch settlers in subsequent 
years, it is not unlikely that native customs, including 
'rúndale', soon became obsolete. Thus even in the 18th. 
century the system may have been residual, confined to refuge 
areas, where native stock maintained the traditions of the 
past.

Early decline is equally typical of Co.Armagh. Once
again the persistence of the clachan is no indication of
the survival of the related field system. Thus where they
clustered densely south of Lough Neagh in 1832, there is
evidence that 'rúndale' in fact had died out at least half
a century before. Remnants survived until the early 19thc

(S)
century along the Bonn and in several townlands along the 
Callan River, visj Ballynagoland, lislasley, Mullaghmore, 
Knockaooney, Ballytrodden, as well as in Derryadd on the

(1) Ibid., p .271.
(2) O.S. M.SS, Co.Fermanagh, Parishes of Aghalurcher,

Aghavea, Galloon, Pinawley, box. 26 & 27.
(3) V; .3. Las on, Op.cit., 7ol.II, p.532.
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lough Neagh intake, until later in the century; out they 
were essentially degenerate features prolonged on the fringes 
of seasonal land«,

( 1 )

Though late decline was more characteristic in South(2)
Armagh - especially in the Parish of Killevy - little 'rúnd
ale’ on the whole survived the end of the 18th„ oentuiy. 
Several townlands of the Gosford Estate, fringing the upland
belt from i.arkethill to Beleek, preserved open-field festures

(3)
ana partnership holdings until 1618, but the general cust
om on the Estate at that time was holding in severalty* In 
the remainder of the county the settlement of English and 
Scotch tenants in the latter part of the 17th. century must 
have affected an extensive and early clearance of the system*

In Co* Down due to the paucity of written reference the
trend of decline is problemático Young makes no mention of
the system in the late 18th, century. Dubourdieu, writing
in 1801, is equally lacking, while diagram ¿I* , though
it offers a comprehensive picture of the distribution of
'rúndale* settlement in 1852, is no criterion of the survival
of the associated field features until that date. Thus,
despite the density of claohans in Lecale in 1852, we read

(4)
about the same time that tenancy in common was not usual. 1 2 3 4

(1) 0oS.Valuation (Griffith's) field books, 1859.
(2) Irish Historical Studies, Vol.4, 1944-45, p.70.
(3) General Report of the Honor of Goolfnalish, & Baleek,

with Hamilton's Bawn and Argonnell.... part of the 
property of the Earl of Gosford, by Wm.Greig,1818./P.R.O.N.I.

(4) "Poor Law Inquiry," App.F, p.199.
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The recording of instances in the coastal townlands of
(1 )

Clanmaghery and Bally vast on in the late 19th. cent m y  , and(2)
the persistence of relic open-fields in the latter, at
least certifies that 'rundale' was formerly part of the
social scheme ofthis barony. Decay was not so marked in
the highland fringes of Mourne and 1-Tewry Baronies, where in(3)
1845 a number of farms in common survived. In the clachan 
regions of the southern Ards Peninsula and north of the 
Mournes no equivalent traces of 'rundale' survival were 
apparent.

On the whole the social relations of 'rundale' were 
little evidenced in this county in the 19th. century. We 
are led therefore to look to the preceding century for the 
initiation of the changing forces. In leoale it is possible 
to trace the partnership system until the middle of the 18th. 
century. The frequent references to partnership groups 
of tenants in a rent roll of the Manor of Downpatrick 
(Wallace Estate) for the years 1714 - 1718, notably in Upper 
Ballyvange, lower Ballymote, Saul Quarter, Upper Ballysugagh, 
fobermoney, Slievegrane, Castle Quarter, Cergagh Quarter, 
Suffieial Or. and Bonn in Amiacloy id!, suggest that the 
practice was fairly common in the Barony in the early 18th.

(1) 0.3.Valuation (Griffith's) field books, 1859.
(2) App. D III.
(3) "Devon Commission", Vol.I., p.402.
(4) A Rent Roll of the manor of Downpatrick (Wallace Estate)

1714 - 1718. P.R.O.H.I. (App. D III.
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century. The occurrence of similar features on the adjacent
Maxwell Estate, in the townlands of Inner and Outer Inch,
Ballyrennan, Dunanelly, Liagheracranmoney, Ballynacraig,

(1)Ballygawley and Ballyrolly in 1743, and to a lesser extent
on the Southwell Estate in BallygaLly, Carrowvany, iiggamaddy,(2)
Tprmennan, lisbane and Marshalstown in 1752, attests the
persistence of the system over a considerable region until
the middle of the century. The absence of partnerships in
the records of subsequent years seems to indicate that the
system was thereafter declining. In a survey of the Estate
of Rowley Hall later in the 18th. century, only Ballyhornan

(3)
td. retained relic features.

In the adjoining Dundrum district of the Barony of Upper 
Lecale, though 'rundale' and partnership holdings were char
acteristic in several townlands of the Hill Estate, notably
Ballybannan, Iioneylane, Waterask and North Tyrella, until 

(4)
1803, the replanned character of the rest of the Estate 
suggests that the system had ceased to b£ typical, Pinal 
replanning was in motion in 1803, judging by the superimpos
ition of the striped arrangement on the old layout, in the

(1) "A Copy of Robto Maxwell's Rent Roll, 1743." PJi.O.N.I.
(2) "Abstract of rents h arrears of rent due out /App. D III.

of the Estate of the Rt. Hon.Ed. Southwell, Esq. in 
the Co. of Down ... 1752" (Dunleath Estate Office, 
Downpatrick). (App. D.III).

(3) "A Survey of the Estate of Rowley Hall,Esq. in the Bar
ony of Lecale, Co.Down, by J.Sloane," late 18th. Cent
ury. P.R.O.i .1,

(4) "A bound volume of maps of the Estate of Dimdrum in the
Barony of Lecale, by Brownrigg o: Co. 1803."
(Downshire Estate Office, Hillsborough).
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survey of the above townlands of that date.

Estate documents throw light on events in the territory
between Slieve Groob and the northern side of the Mournes.
Holding in partnership was the general practice on the
Annesley property near Gastlewellan in 1742, the greater
portion of the town land s of Benraw, Leitrim, Ballymagreghan,
legananny, Backederiy and Clarkhill being occupied in this

(1)manner. Ho records of the trend of decline on this estate
are available for subsequent years, but a survey of the

(2)
neighbouring Clanwilliam lands in 1776, reveals conditions 
which may have been typical of the district as a whole. Of 
the 24 townlance of tills Estate 17 consisted entirely of 
farms in severalty and dispersed settlement. Partnership 
holdings existed in four others, vis0 Drumadonnel, Bally - 
mcllreiny, Shanid.ll and lullymore, which were at the same 
time mostly divided into enclosed and consolidated farms.
Only in Ballymaginaghy and Burrenreagh, and further west 
in Carrogs td. between Hewry and the Lournee, did the layout 
of undivided 'Quarters settled ’ey clachan groups, suggest a 
purely 'rundale' scheme (diag. ), It would seem there
fore that considerable inroad on the system had been affected 
in this region since the middle of the century.

(1) "fhe Manner of Castleva Hian in the Go. of Down, part
of the Estate of Vfei. Annesley, Esq., surveyed by 
Hugh Jackson, 1742."(Annesley Estate Office, Castle- 
wellan).

(2) "¡.laps of the Rathfrylana Estate of Jhe Earl and Countess
of Gian will! am, 1776.” (p.k.O.li.I., photostat copies)
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On the nearby Hill Estates, lying roughly between Rath-
fry land , Hilltown and Castlewellan, the partnership system
was very much in force in the late 18th. century. On the
north side of Lough Island Heavy, Ardaghy, Slievenalargy and
Drumlee tds. were almost entirely held in this way in 1789,
while analogous features were operative at the same time in
the townlands of Ballykeel, Goward, Carcullion and Cleomack,
in the Iiourne foothill belt surrounding Hilltown. North of
Hilltown, on the banks of the Bann, the townland of Bally-
coshone had slight traces of the same system; while the town-
lands of fullyquilly, Barameen and Druradreenagh, on the oppos-

(1)ite side of the river, were similarly sircumstanced in 1789.
On the Hilltown Estate especially, remnants survived until
the early 19th. century, notably in parts of Ardaghy, Goward,
Stang and particularly in Slievenalargy, where the superim-
position of a replanned scheme on top of the ’rundale* layout
in the 1803 survey, signifies an attempt at rearrangement

(2 )
about this date.

Partnership tenure was equally predominant on the Ban-
bridge and Loughbrickland properties of the Downshire Estate

(3)
in 1789. On the Hillsborough Estate, stretching from 
Dromore and Ballynahinch to the Lagan, the same practice was

(1)

(2)
(3)

"Particulars of the rent rolls of the hereditaments 
included in such power and parts thereof, 1789",
The Downshire Estates. (Downshire Estate Office, 
Hillsborough)«. *Downshire Estate Office,Hillsborough, 

A bound volume of the Maps of The Hilltown Estate,1803.
(Downshire Estate Office, Hillsborough).Banbridge & Loughbrickland EstatesParticiilar» of the"fin ' ■»**■0 lo  ̂ '•*'« u *»■*%«» «a -t tpwflrits , - w
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prevalent at the same date in 29 of the 43 townlands of the
(1 )property. Similarly the adherence to the system in 14 of

the 24 townlands comprising "the Manors of Castlereagh and
(2)Slatnailes", which covered an extensive tract south of 

the Lagan, confirms that the former social impulses were 
still strong here in the latter part of the 18th, century«,

In the region west of Strangford Lough and in the Ards 
Peninsula no data was available to facilitate enquiry. The 
dense distribution of clachans in the southern tip of the 
latter, and the scattering of similar features in the former, 
indicate some survival until late in the 18th. century. In 
the rest of this territory devolution must have been com
pleted at an earlier date. The only record of ’rúndale’ 
features goes back to the 17th, century, when the lands 
attached to Ballywalter, Hollywood and Bangor were apport-

(5)ioned in the typical ’infield’ and ’outfield' maimer.

In Go. Down therefore, despite very early decline in 
much of the Ards Peninsula and in patches west of Strangford 
Lough, survival until the middle and late 18th. century was 
considerable. Isolated features persisted on the Eoume 
fringes, especially about Hilltown, and in the Lund rum area 
until the beginning of the 19th. century. In the Baronies 
of Bourne and llewry numerous instances were evident in 1845; 
but only in peripheral sites on the leoale coast was there

(1) Hillsborough Estate, ibid., 1789.
(2) "The Manors of Castlereagh and Slatnailes,"ibid., 1789.
(3) Extract from The Clanbrassil Bent Holla, late 17th,

century, App. D.III. (P.H.O.H.I.)
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any survival after the middle of the century.

Considering the decline of 'rúndale' in Northern Ireland 
as a whole, historically there has been a distinct contrast 
between events in the north-west and south-east portions of 
the Province. In the former, consisting of much of Co. 
Antrim, all of Co.Londonderry, and the Baronies of Btrabane 
and Omagh in Tyrone, the changes initiated by immigrant 
settlers (for the most part Scotch) in the 17th, century 
affected no immediate decline in the 'rúndale' system. The 
agrarian innovations of the 18th. century wrought a profound 
change, though considerable survival in the 19th. century was 
characteristic. In the south-east region extending from 
Go. Down to Fermanagh and including the Lough Neagh lowlands 
in Co.Antrim, the social organisation of which the open-field 
system was an essential part, succumbed in the face of social 
innovations which were introduced in the lace 17th. century, 
gaining impetus in ohe succeeding century, to overthrow 
•rúndale' before the commencement of the 19th. century.

It is apparent therefore that the clachan distribution
of 18S2 did not coincide with the actual distribution of
'rúndale' at the time. In many places, especially in the
tillage areas of the Foyle, Faughan and Main Valleys, and the
native strongholds of Lower Lecale and the tip of the Ards
Peninsula, it is evident that early agrarian changes brought
an early end to the system without disturbing the former(plate i(a.
settlement scheme. / This survival of the claohan after the
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abolition of ’rúndale' is an indication of the nature of the
demise. It points to gradual consolidation, resulting in a

(1)| layout, which might after lebon be termed "evolved".I
It contrasts therefore with the sharp rearrangements typical 
I of the 19th. century, by which field layout and settlement 
pattern were revolutionised at a single stroke. The net 
result of the former was a field pattern typically rectang
ular and squarish in formation as depicted in lecale and the 
Foyle regions in the first O.S. The outcome of the latter
was the striped pattern, characteristic of the hill margins
throughout much of the Province (plates 1*1 ).

' ( 2 )
Following Lebon we may refer to this as a ’replanned' layout.

There were other forms of rearrangement. Here and there, 
especially in recent enclosures, the open-field pattern was 
merely fossilised, as in Bovevagh townland in Co»Londonderry, 
preserving the typical ’rúndale' feature of intermixed hold
ing. Elsewhere a scheme was evolved as a compromise between 
the proprietor desiring consolidation, and the tenants loth 
to give up former practices. The usual compact striped plan 
was rejected, therefore, for a layout which perpetuated some 
of the principles of 'rúndale', and was compatible with the 
retention of group settlement. It consisted of long narrow

(1) J.H.G.Lebon, "The Process of Enclosure in The Western
lowlands," The Scottish Geographical Magazine,
Vol. 62, No. 3, Dec., 1946. p.104.

(2) Ibid.
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stripes, which traversed the contours, so that by the gradual 
deterioration of land in quality from valley bottom to hill 
summit each man in his stripe had access to every soil quality. 
In addition it was common for each holding to include two 
stripes in different parts of the t Baliydonegon td.,
in Co, bondonderiy, had such a layout/, which was also partic-

In these corrected farms it was not uncommon to see 
holdings three to four perches wide and three to four hundred 
perches long - i0e. with a length 100 times the breadth» In 
a Donegal townland in 1642 one of the worst circumstanced 
farms, with an area of one acre, 1 rood and 15 perches, was 
266 perches long and 4/5th. of a perch wide - i»e. a length 
352 times the breadth. It was estimated that fencing in
volved a waste of an area equal to one quarter of the gross 
holding; while the annual mileage entailed in cartage was
close on 19000 miles. Little wonder that we find the 
tenants of Ballinascreen Parish, Co, Londonderry, contesting 
the kindred arrangements of the Drapers Company in the 19th,
century.

As little of significance has been added to the history 
of the decline of ‘rúndale * in Eire set out in a former work

ularly characteristic in many parts of Mayo,( 1. ).

(1)

(2)

(1) "Devon Commission", Voi, I, App, 14, p.58,
(2) App. B V, No. 10,
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j! by the author, it would be superfluous to do more than 
! reiterate former conclusions„ Considering the peripheral 
nature of the 19th. century distributions illustrated in the 
clachan map (diag. ) and diag^23} • it is evident that

| great transformation occurred, in the lowland belt consisting 
of most of Co. Dublin, Westmeath, King’s Co., Heath, part of 
Queen's Co., Longford, Monaghan and Cavan in the preceding 
centuries. Sven in the peripheral region it is probable 
that considerable inroads had already begun in the 18th„ 
century, and that what travellers saw at the beginning of the 
19th. century in many cases was merely a system in varying 
degrees of suspension before the final phase of deoline. fhus 
in Donegal gradual changes initiated in the late 18th. century 
continued during the early 19th. century. A great spate of 
replanning in the 1830’s and 40*s swept the system from the 
remaining districts, leaving only relic townlands to be con
solidated by the Land Commission in later years. In Mayo

(2)
the system was universal in the 18th. century. By the 
beginning of the 19th. century separate leases were displacing 
the former partnership holdings in many districts, especially 
in the eastern baronies of the county. 5)he end of the wav  

in 1815, and the resulting fall in agricultural prices, saw 
further consolidations and extensive conversion to grazing.

(1) DLicCourt, "Bundale and its Social Concomitants”, M,A.Thesis,
1947, pp. 147 - 165.

(2) A. Young, Op0 cit. , Vol. I0, p.366.

( 1 )
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nevertheless considerable survival until the middle of the 
century was typical^due to the existence of old leases. When 
these fell in replanning was enforced; where they persisted 
the Land Commission soon disposed of than. I]
| 'rundale' prevailed at the ooening of the 19th. century, but
i
! by 1845 it had largely been abolished. In Galway it was on

clachans were notably sparse here in the 1830's. Elsewhere 
the system was fairly widespread until the middle of the 19th. 
century, disappearing quickly in the subsequent period. Again 
in Clare the seeds of decay were sown in the 18th. and early 
19th. century, so that by 1845 consolidation and enclosure, 
except where old leases continued, was almost complete.
Events had a similar trend in Co. Keriy, where only the west
ern peninsulas retained remnants on any significant scale in

organisation after the 18th. and early 19th. century, except 
on the hill margins, where clachans were similarly confined 
in the 1830's. By the 1840's the system remained in old 
takes only, especially in the isolation of the southwest, 
where some survival until the beginning of the present century 
was notable. By the late 18th. and early 19th. century the 
main changes had been incurred in Waterford, Wexford and 
Kilkenny, though old leases prolonged features in many

(1) E.Wakefield, Op.cit., Vol.I, p,275,
(2) "Royal Commission on Congestion," Vol.II, pp. 834, 910.

the decline in the south-east from the late 18th. century;

(2)
the late 19th, century. In Cork little remained of the old
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districts until later in the century. Rundale prevailed in
(1)the greater part of Wicklow in 1801. By the 1820’s only the

Mountain fringes preserved relic features. The almost total
absence of clachans in Limerick in the 1830's indicates early
decline. Here the competition of grazing interests doubtless
drove the lesser village tenants from the field. Young in
1778 noted the partnership system in many districts in the
eastern half of the county, where no trace of clachans existed(2)
in 1832. The same custom was formerly prevalent in the^
Barony of Cochlea on the fringes of the Galtee Mountains,
though here too the absence of group settlement in the middle
of the 19th. century attests early decay. In Tipperary the
18th. and early 19th. century must have witnessed a widespread

(4)
clearance of tillage groups. According to Young and other
early 19th. century sources they were common in much of the
county, including the region about the Golden Vale and the
Galtee slopes. Yet by the first O.S. no trace of the related
clachan settlement was evident. Decay in Co* Roscommon dates
mostly to the early 19th, century, though in the south and

(5)
east, especially in the Barony of Athlone, the system ling-(6)
ered until the 1840's and later• In Leitrim and Longford
partnership leasing was still frequent at the opening of the

(1) He Prazer, "A Statistical Account of the Co.of Wicklow,"
(2) A.Young, Op.cit.,Vol.II,pp.l36,142,257. /p. 91, 1801.
(3) "Poor Law Inquiry", 1835, App.}?, p.187.
(4) A.Young, Op ,cit., Vol.II, pp.244, 257,
(5) "Devon Commission", Vol.II, p.339. „
(6) J.McParlan, "A Statistical Survey of the Co, of Leitrim,

/1801,pp.43,47 &
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19th. century; hardly a remnant of clachan settlement re
mained some thirty years later. Co, Westmeath was similarly 
circumstanced in the middle of the 19th. century, though
according to a late 17th. century source village settlement

(1)was at that time typical throughout. In Queen's Co. com
parable changes were affected in the early 19th. century.
Thus no clachans remained in the Slieve Bloom mountain region 
in the 1830's; 20 years before Mason recorded that "its
first ridge almost to the very summit presents to the view

(2 )
hamlets and gardens in a high state of cultivation".

On the whole v/e may conclude that the 'rúndale' system 
in Eire passed out of use age in the late 18 th. - early 19 th. 
century period, except in the counties of the Central Plain, 
where decline set in earlier, and in several isolated regions 
of the west where survival until late in the 19th. century 
was characteristic.

Various factors contributed to the decline. The flop 
in agricultural prices following the end of the hostilities 
in 1815, as well as the bad harvests of the next two years, 
brought reconversion to pasture and the eviction of the small 
tillage tenantry. In addition the Catholic emancipation 
act of 1829 obviated the necessity of creating 40/- freeholds, 
leading to consolidation by proprietors. The potato too,

(1) Sir Henry Piers, Cp.cit., p.60.
(2) V/.S.Mason, Op.oit., Vol.III, p.314.
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by inducing a rapid increase of population, gave a fillip to 
subdivision, which became so acute that a reshuffle of the 
whole system became inevitable. Remnants of the system in 
many regions of the west were finally consolidated following 
the depopulation resulting from the famine of 1846-47,,

All these factors apply to 19th. century changes« They 
do not explain the great transformations of the preceding 
century, which proceeded from another set of causes, viz. 
the impact of the new methods of agriculture. The arrival 
of the turnip and clover precluded the wintering of stock on 
the stubble, and the old scheme of manuring the ’infield*, 
encouraging a more individualistic mode of farming. The 
new crops seem to have exerted their influence first in the 
eastern counties of the Central Plain in the 18th. century, 
whence they radiated gradually to the peripheries, until by 
1840 only patches of the old system were scattered on the 
fringes of the north and west. The increased attention to 
the growth of wheat in the sane era, between the pasea of
Roster’s Corn Law 1784 and the repeal of the Corn Laws, had 
a similar effect; by necessitating sowing in autumn it inter 
fered with the grazing rights on the stubble, thus sowing 
the first seeds of 'rúndale' decay.

Doubtless the potato, by striking at the inherent 
weakness of the system, gave impetus to the transformation. 1

(1) E.R.R. Green, Op.cit., p.9.
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3ut even if the potato had not invaded the scene it is 
likely that considerable decline would have been affected 
in the 18th. century.

' Even in the preceding centuries the Norman colonists
|hy introducing a modified three-field system in many districts 
especially in the Pale, had affected profound changes in the 
social scheme throughout the eastern counties. In Arthur 
Young's time the three-field system was still frequent in 
the same region of Louth, Heath, Kildare, Carlow, King's Co.,

CDQueen's Co. and Kilkenny. 1

(1) J.Wilson, "Clare Island Survey - Agriculture and its 
History", P.R.I.A., Vol.XLI, part V, p.30.
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CHAPTER VI.

Some Aspects of Origin.

Meitzen's outmoced theories on the origins oi‘ field 
systems and settlement types in Western Europe were for long 
perpetuated by subsequent researchers on the subject. Thanks 
to the investigations set afoot by the "Commission on Types of 
Rural Settlement," a fresh approach has been made to the problem, 
with a perspective rendered wider in space and in time by 
renewed geographical enquiry and a more enlightened interpret
ation of the prehistorical conaitions. The problem has ceased 
to be simply one of the distribution of the Germanic compact 
village and field system, spread westwards in parts by Prankish 
and Saxon invasions, in contrast with the "einzelhof" and

(i)severalty farm of the Celtic west. There were in aotual fact 
many intermediate forms of settlement and open-field systems.

There is an increased tendency too, to look more and more 
for prehistoric beginnings of the compact village in many 
regions where it was formerly attributed to the barbaric 
invaders. The emergence on the western fringes of Europe of 
open-fields and nucleated settlement, from Iron Age times,
suggests that the traditional Celtic scheme protrayed by

(2)Meitzen, Demangeon ana others is in need of drastic revision.

:;1) A. Meitzen, "Siedelung and Agrarwesen,* III, 66a.
(2) A.Jjemangeon, "La Géographie de 1' habitat rural" (Union 

géographique internationale: Report of the Commission
on types of rural settlement), p.59.
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In Ireland the widespread distribution of "runrig" set out in 
the preceding analysis, and the occurrence, side by side, of 
"clachans" and "einzelhofe", attests the untenability of former 
hypotheses .

The Irish field system comprised two associated elements, 
viz., a scheme of open-field strips, held in "rúndale", and a 
joint-family settlement nucleus called a "clachan". In the 
preceding chapter we have treated them as concomitants without 
deliberating on the nature of their relationship, or without 
determining what was cause and what was effect. Looked at from 
the point of view of settlement it is clear that nucleation is 
not necessarily productive of communal cultivation. On the 
other hand the influence of agrarian systems on the arrangement 
of rural population is indisputable. In the Irish scheme 
factors like soil, water supply, exposure and topograpliy have 
all been determinants, to 3ome degree, of local details, but 
have not conditioned the type of settlement. There is no 
indication that the need of defence was an imperative force in 
the morphology of the clustered settlement scheme. Hor can 
we conjecture that the former family basis of Irish society 
involved grouping into "clachans"; the existence of the family 
community in other countries, e.g. in ..ales, aid not prevent 
the dispersal of rural population in isolated homesteads.

It is apparent, however, from Chapter II, how the social
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The discipline of work in common and community obligations 
limited the individuality of the cultivator, ana imposed 
considerable group organisation on the co-operating families.
In addition, the customs of subdivision and intermixed holding 
made it impossible for each occupier to find a separate focus 
for his scattered possessions; close association was the sol
ution .

The problem therefore resolves itself into one of tracing 
the origin and development of the "rundale" system in particular, 
and explaining contrasts in field systems and types of settle
ment in general. A great variety of opposing factors is 
involved, according to time and place. Invariably present 
economic and environmental features affect the principle 
followed; elsewhere different forms can only be interpreted in 
the light of past physical, social and historic conditions.

Considering the question of cause from the physiographic 
viewpoint, it is evident that environmental features, though 
of indirect import, did not directly determine the field system 
in use. Thus "rundale" was the product of no specific con
ditions of soil, topography etc. The distribution map of 
"clachans" (diag. *1 « ) reveals heavy densities among the drum- 
lins of the Bann and Main valleys, which fade out on similar 
deposits of Down, Armagh and the Ards Peninsula. In North 
Antrim they t rang res s the boundaries of sands and gravels arid

structure of "runcale" entailed a close settlement pattern.
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drumlins alike. In the drumlin area about Donegal Bay they 
are numerous in one sector and absent from the other; while 
no occurrence is apparent on the drumlins of the northern shore 
of lower Lough Erne. In Co.Mayo "clachans" cluster thickly on 
the morainic tracts about Lough Conn and Cullin, but are insign
ificant on the drumlins; to the east and south of Newport they 
increase on the latter deposits again. Density is marked among 
the moraines mantelling the lowlands east of loughs Mask and 
Corrib, but decreases with extension eastwards into the similar 
belts of ¥est-r*eath and Meath. No correlation with drift 
deposits characterises the "clachan" concentrations of South 
Kilkenny, Carlow ana Waterford.

Nor is topography, apart from imposing an upward limit on 
settlement in general, more conditioning. Though present 
hamlets and "rundale” features tend to cling more to Hie upland 
fringes, there is no reason for regarding them as peculiar to 
such an environment. These are areas merely of preservation 
due to relative isolation and the persistence of waste tracts 
of moorland. The peripheries of lough and flood plain may be 
placed in the same category.

Many writers have sought an explanation in terms of culture. 
Recent research in various European regions has widened the 
geographical persepctive, and changed the atmosphere of the 
problem, refuting the older theories of Meitzen and others,
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who saw the einzelhof ana severalty holding as typical of
Ireland, Scotland, West Prance and other regions West of the

(1 )Weser.
In Ireland, evidence suggests that "rúndale” was a wide

spread system. For Scotland, I.P. Grant and others indicate, a
distribution of runrig in every part of the kingdom in the

(2)
18th century. Reports of surviving ancient hamlets in the

(3)
Middle Teify Valley point to close parallels in Wales, though
the abolition of the g^avelkind code by the end of the IGth-
century doubtless led to early enclosure; Seebohm is of the

(4)
opinion that an open-field system was formerly operative.
The Highland hone of England had analogous traces. Runrig,
with "enclosed infield and encroaching outfield", persisted

(5)
until the late 18th. century in Cumberland, where relics have
been perpetuated in the townships of Langwathby in the M e n

(6)
Valley, 'Wigtown and Briggs. In Northumberland, though the 
open-field system had affinities with the English Plain, the
nomenclature was of Scottish extraction; outfield cultivation was(V)
reported here as late as 1847. Suggestions of related 
features have been brought to light by Gray, in Cheshire, Devon 
ana Cornwall, where early enclosure was the rule; while the 1 2 * 4 5 6

(1) A. Bemangeon, Op. cit., p. 45.
(2) I.P. Grant, "The Highland Openfield System," Op. clt.,

p . 481.
(o) E. Jones, "Settlement Patterns in the Middle Teify Valley," 

Geography, Vol. XXX, 1945, pp. 103-111.
(4) P. Seelbohra, "The English Village Community," 1898, p.196.
(5) L. Gray, Op. cit., p. 232.
(6) Report of the Lana Utilisation Survey (Cumberland 8c 
f Westmoreland) ed. by L. Dudley Stamp.

L. Gray, Op. oit., p. 228.
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same writer looks for Celtic influences in the former systems
(1)of Monmouth, Westmoreland and West Yorkshire.

Within this more entended framework concepts of origin 
take on more signifance. A zone emerges in the British Isles, 
within which an open-field system seems to have crystallized out 
in analogous forms. The close similarity in all its regions 
in terminology, settlement pattern, field layout and economy, 
points to some unifying force throughout. Can we attribute 
this to common cultural strains? Gray looks for purely Celtic 
influences; but in Ireland it has been hinted that the "rundale" 
system may well reach back in its origin to pre-Celtic times,
though overlaid by Celtic influences from the late Bronze Age

(2)onwards. Working along similar lines in Wales E. Jones ident
ifies ancient hamlets of the Middle Teify Valley, in the Central
'■ales Plateau, with an indigenous population which became the

(3)
bondsmen of a Celtic military aristocracy. hoes such a pre- 
Celtic origin fit in with what we know of the general framework 
of culture?

It is clear from recent research that open-field cultivat
ion, somehow overlooked by Ileitzen, is of great antiquity along 
the coasts from the North Atlantic to Agean. Traces have been 
revealed in Aluerney, Guernsey, and Jersey in the Channel 1 2 3

(1) Ibid., pp. 258, 266, 271.
(2) E. E. Evans, "Some Survivals of the Irish Ope«field

System," Geography 1939, Vol. XXIV» P 28.
(3) E. Jones, Op. cit., p. 110.
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i Islands, as well as the north coastal stretch of the Cotehtin..
A two-field system, with nucleated settlement, is traditional

* \in several islands off the coast of Brittany, viz., lie d'Arz,
lie aux Moines in the Morbihan, Houat ana Hoedic in the Morbraz,

(2)and lie de G-roix in the open Biscay Bay. Comparable systems
(3)

\ characterised numerous islands in the Agean in the distant past;
while survivals of related two-field systems, anu their derivat-

(4)
ives, have been reported in both Spain and Portugal. Suggest
ions of open-fielus have also been recorded in the Balearic

(5)
Islands.

( 1 )

Other writers have filled in the gaps in this coastal
distribution. Magnus Olsen in a pregnant work brings to light
a scheme in Norway, embracing strip cultivation, infield and
outfield practices, transhumance and other social elements com-

(6)
parable with those of the Scottish and Irish systems. Prom 
Brittany to the Pyrenees an ancient settlement scheme of hamlets, 
with roots reaching into the prehistoric past, emerges from 
beneath the present dispersed pattern. Ownership is invariably 
subdivided and intermixed, fostering constant litigation. 1 2 3 4 5

(1) S.^Harris, ’’The Village Community of Alderney (Union
géographique internationale : first Beport of the
Commission on types of /lirai Settlement) pp. 25-38.

(2) S. Harris, ’’Some Notes on Held Systems," Op. eit,,
pp. 81-85.

(3) Ibia., pp. 85-88.
(4) Ibid., pp. 89-S6.
(5) 3. Harris, "some Notes on field Uystems," Op. cit., p. 89.
(0) Magnus Olsen, p. cit., pp. 29-116.
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Such is the traditional scheme in Brittany, where a density 
of three hamlets per square kilometre is reached on the south

„  '  „  a .'1coast, ana in the G-atine Yendeenne. In the highlands of 
Savoy, Chartreuse, Verours, and the northern Alps, as well as

(2 )■carts of the Pyrenees, settlement was by similar hamlet swarms.
(3)

In the pays fringing the Massif Central - in Limousin, the
(4).

Veiay, Cantal, Livradois, and the Causse country of the
(5) (6)

Aveyron and Lot - the same family communities prevail. Those 
' of the Vesere Valley, in Perigord, are typical of the whole 
massif.

In a selected area about the village of Les Lyzies, in the 
upper limits of the valley, where the intrusion of the isolated 
house lias not been so marked, some of their characteristics 
may be briefly examined.

The great limestone plateaux (Causses) are physically 
dominant, imparting a stern and barren character to the land
scape. The valleys of the Vezere ana its tributaries the 
Beune etc., shut in by steep limestone cliffs (Plate AS ) form 
contrasting corridors of fertility amid the dried up Gausses. 1 2 3 4 5 6

(1) Mme. Marcelle M. Bresson, "L’Habitat rural dans la presqu
île du Cap Sisun (Bretagne)",
Union Géographique Internationale, 1931, pp. 93-96.

(2) A. lemangeon, "La Prance, Lconomique et Humaine," Geographie
Universelle, Vol. YI, p. 198.

(3) Histoire de la üation "française (Introduction Générale;
"Géographie Humaine de la*France" ). Vol. I, Jean Brunhes, 
pp. 449-451. /

(4) A. L'emangeon, "La France Economique et Humaine," Op. oit,,
p. 198.

(5) A. Albenque, "L’Habitat rural du Causse Central de L ’Avey
ron", Union Géographique Internationale, 1931, pp.104-116.

(6) H. Clozier, "L’Habitat rural cans le département du Lot,"
Ibid., pp. 134-119.
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The remarkable continuity of human occupation is signifi
cantly demonstrated throughout the region. Peasant houses 
cling precariously to sites on the overhanging crags, which have 
probably been settled continuously since Magdalenian and

( DAurignacian times (plate ITo. ^  }. On the plateaux the
existence of numerous dolmens, menhirs and tumuli, side by side 
with the hamlets of the present cultivators and the tumbled 
remains of the former cabanes, which prolong building traditions 
of great antiquity (plates <25+2k ) attests a similar contin
uity.

The fundamental unit of settlement is the hamlet (le Mas).
With its chaotic layout and confused ownership of gardens and
outhouses, it has many analogies with the Irish "clachan".
The true hamlet is easily recognised: "la salete, le desordre,
l ’anarchie meme, semblent y régner. Les dix ou vingt maisons 
qui le composent sont serrées, entassées au petit bonheur, sans 
souci du l'alignement, et meme souvent oe l ’orientation. Les 
batiments d'exploitation sont rares et petits: aucun ordre
dans l ’agencement des batiments ; tel a ses bâtiments d ’exploit
ation loin de son habitation, tandis que la grange qui lui est 
contiguë', appartient a un autre". (2)

Sites are fairly homogeneous in nature. Occasionally they 
occupy the plateau summits, (plate ^  ) but more often cling
to the abrupt slopes overlooking the numerous dry valleys- 
(combes) and flood plains, accessible only by narrow defiles 1 2

(1) P. e ne Ion, "G-eographie Humaine ou Périgord Préhistorique,"
Union Géographique Internationale, 1931, pp. 75-79.

(2) Jean Brunhes, Op. clt., p. 449.
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cut into the outcropping limestones (plate 2.2 ). The prim
itive slipe (train* has been an natural response to this envir
onment (plate ) ana, with derived, types (plate 3o ) is still 
utilised for the transport of the light plough to and from the 
valley strips or the irregular patches of the causses. For the 
movement of wheat and hay crops vertical stakes (pals) pointed 
at their upper ends, are a special device for impaling a bigger 
load than would be otherwise possible. The cultural affinity 
with the Irish slipe is apparent (plate No. 3i ).

The "mas" is also the unit of rural exploitationJ its 
essential component is the individual farm, worked by the typical 
small holder (propietaire) who strives to unite in his property 
a portion of each natural region of the district-pieces of joint 
meadows by the river; strips of rich alluvial terrace for mixed 
crops; a portion of the valley side (cote) planted in vine; 
patches of light calcareous soils of the plateau for wheat; and 
deyond, the woodland tracts consisting of chestnut groves or oak 
clusters, or stretches of scrub frequently cleared to form 
"friche". Holdings, which average 20 hectares 'with woodland
and 7 or 8 without, are typically scattered and inadequately 
enclosed by barely distinguishable "borues", comparable with 
"rundale" balks; herding is as typical and necessary as in the 
Irish scheme.

The agrarian economy is based on a biennial crop rotation 
of (1) cereals (2) tobacco or potatoes, though two successive 
crops of artificial grasses are* occasionally thrown in to
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restore the fertility of the soil. The system of polyculture
(1)has the same purpose, and in addition, facilitates the growth 

of a greater variety of crops than normally possible under a 
two-year rotation scheme. The fields are characteristically 
cut up into alternating strips of maize - rtith harricots 
climbing on the stalks - hay, wheat or tobacco, interspersed 
with rows of vine. Though the fertile terraces are laid out in f 
strips, no open-field system is operative, the irregularity of 
plateau and valley slope tending more to the evolution of a 
pattern of irregular patches.

The proprietaires, or under-farmers, accompanied occasion
ally by fermiers, are the inhabitants of the hamlets. In 
contrast are the metayers, who for the most part inhabit dis
persed houses and farm the better lands belonging to large
patrons. Occasionally, as in Tayac, they are grouped to form

(2)what 3runhes has calxed a "sham hamlet," arising from the sub
division of a large domain, farmed by several metayers. They 
are distinguished from the true hamlet by a greater develop
ment of out buildings, and contrasting pattern of large, well 
cultivated fields.

As in Ireland the predominant trend in the present century, 
especially since the 1914-18 war, has been depopulation and a 
drift from the hamlets. The extent of the change is suitably

(1) Pierre beffontaines, "Types de peuplement en Moyenne -
Garonne," Union Géographique Internationale, 1901, p.158.

(2) Jean Brunhes, Op. cit., p. 450.
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illustrated in the Vezere Valley. In Le Cour three families 
remain of a former six; in Potaye the former seven families have 
become two ; in Le Mas a total of nine families, forty years ago, 
has been reduced to one; while in Pechumini a population of 33 
has dwindled to a single family of three people.

We are left, therefore, with a picture of grouped settlement 
where, according to earlier sources, we should expect to find a 
dispersed pattern. Nor can we ascribe this to the influence of 
Germanic invaders in post Roman times. It is contended rather, 
that a western group of villages, derived probably from a Med
iterranean source, is to be distinguished from the more defin
itely Danubian set that spread westwards on the loess patches

(1)north of the Alps, at least in the Bronze Age. Thus, there 
is evidence of small Iron Age villages in North Jutland, laid

(Z)out in parallel rows like the present settlements on the Islands
(3)

off Brittany and the former blackhouse villages of the
Scottish Isles; while in England, Crawford by air photography
has revealed traces of other Iron Age villages on the chalk
Downs. Furthermore, hamlet groups seem to have been contemp-

(4)
orary types in both Norway and Jutland, while in Scotland the

(1)H. J. Fleure, Preface to "First Commission on Types of
Rural Settlement," Union Géographique Internationale, p.iv. 

(2 )Gudmund Hatt, "Dwelling Houses in Jutland in the Iron Age," 
Antiquity, 1937, Vol. XI, No. 42, p. 162.

(3) 3. Harris, "Some Dotes on Held Systems," Op. clt., p. 85.
(4) Magnus Olsen, Op. cit,, p. 37.
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Skara Brae community, which may be a prototype of the 11 clachan",

attests the existence of group settlements in the west from
the prehistoric period. #The discovery of' the Twomile Stone
site by 0. Davies in Co.Donegal, dating to the last centuries of

(2)
the pagan era, points to the presence of similar groups in 
Ireland, rather than the purely dispersed scheme postulated.

We are left also with a distribution, along the Atlantic 

and Mediterranean shorelands, of related field systems, which 

seem to have had their roots in common cultural diffusion from 

the Agean in the prehistoric period, rather than in similar 

response to varying conditions of environment. The analogy 

of their distribution with the pattern of the megalithic spread 
is apparent.

Archaeological evidence tends to support this contention.

In Denmark there are suggestions that the germs of a relatively 

advanced system of agriculture were arriving by this western

stream, from a source in the astern Mediterranean, by the 3rd.
(3)

Millenium B.C. It has also been shown that agriculture was
(4)

probably known to the megalith builders of Brittapy, while in
Scandinavia carbonised grain and impressions of grains of wheat

(5)
and barley have been dated to the same period. It is probable 
too that the first ploughs were arriving in the same regions,

( 1 )

(1) Y. Gordon Childe, "Skara Brae”, 1931.
(2) 0. navies, ”The Twomile Stone, A Prehistoric Community in

Co.Donegal,” J .l.s.A.I., 7th series, Ho. 72-3, pp.98-102.
(3) G-udmunu Hatt, "Agriculture Irehistorique au Danemark,"

.Revue de Bydthsse, 1939, Yol, II, p. 78.
(4) H. J. Pleure, Op. eit., v . iv.
(5) ibid.
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by the same route, at least by the Bronze Age.
The megalithic nature of the cultural influences which 

have contributed to the shaping of field systems and settlement 
schemes in Western Europe is indisputable. Conversely there 
are regional and local variations of field systems within the 
same zone, which cultural influences alone cannot explain.
For example, from Brittany to the Meditteranean a two-field 
system with the compact village as its settlement nucleus is 
more or less prevalent, in contrast with the system of infield 
and outfield and settlement by hamlets, characteristic of much 
of the Highland Zone of Britain, ITorway and several of the 
Atlantic Islands. To what can we ascribe this deviation of 
system?

Starting with cultivation by shifting patches, it is 
apparent how such a tillage scheme would, in the wheat growing, 
and hence autumn sowing Mediterranean region, grade into a 
system of two fields cropped and fallowed in alternate years, 
and manured in the fallow year by folded stock. ..hen it was 
desired to grow summer corns (oats, barley, or Spring wheat) in 
adoition to winter corn (winter wheat), ana since all the 
stubbles were grazea, a step forward from a two-field to a 
three-field system, with a rotation of (1) winter wheat (2) spr
ing wheat, oats or barley ana (3) fallow, was necessary and 

(1 )simple. 1

(1) J. ./ilson, "Clare Island Survey - Agriculture and its 
History, "P.H.I.A., Vol, XXI, pr. V, p. 9.
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But in North-West lurope, with the advent of colder and 
moister climatic conditions in the late Bronze Age, and the 
consequent increased importance of oats and farm animals in 
the agrarian scheme, a different system evolved. The regime 
of spiring sowing and summer reaping, involved in the growth 
of oats, left the stubble free for the manuring animals from 
September to May, permitting a scheme of fairly continuous

(1)cropping on the same patch of arable, which became the infield 
of the Irish and Scotch "runoale" system. The outfield mere
ly perpetuated the former shifting method and v/as a feature 
even in several two-field schemes in the Mediterranean region. 
It is notable that where a one-field system obtained on the 
Island of Milo, in the Agean, spring sown and rapid matur
ing wheat was an important factor in permitting a longer

(2 )
period of stubble pasturing.

It is tempting to fit the rath or fort into this concept 
of pre-Celtic origin as the single family homestead of invad
ing Celts, who formed an aristocracy over the indigenous 
"clachan" dwellers. Bersu assumes a Celtic origin for the 
rath on the Isle of Man, and implies from its considerable

(1) H. J. I'leu re, "land Use and liberty," Geography,
Dec., 1948, Vol. XXXIII, p. 171.

(2) S. Harris, "Some Cotes on Field Systems", Op. cit.,
. 87.
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dimensions that the Irish countercart was on the whole the
(1)

headquarters of families of considerable standing. Duignan,
thinking along similar lines, likes to regard the Twomile

Stone settlement , in Donegal, as a crofter community
dominated by landlords, who inhabited the Cashels associated

(2)
with the lesser hut sites. A similar interdependence of 
the two settlement types, and at the same time a separate 

identity is suggested by extracts from the Irish laws like 

the following: "llotice of the hound entitled to time and 

notice should be given in the presence of the people of 

one lis fort and one village....... notice of a waif of the

land should also be sent in the presence of one lis fort
(3)

and one village”.
Other sources leave no doubt of the existence of a 

numerous bond class in Irish society - the "settled sub

stratum" according to Sigerson - which composed the bulk of

the population, and consisted for the most part of cottiers,
(4)

tenants at will and serfs bound to the soil. They were the 

"bothaig" of the Irish Laws, the oldest stock in Ireland, who

had the right of settlement in small holuings close to the
(5)

large estates. 1 2 3 4 5

(1) Lecture to the Geography Department, Queen's University,
Belfast, 1946, by Dr. G . 3ersu.

(2) Michael Duignan, "Irish Agriculture in aar'ly Historic
times," J.H.S.A.I., 7th Series, Yol. LXHV, 1944, p.128.

(3) The Ancient Laws of Ireland, Vol. Ill, p. 27b.
(4) Michael Duignan, Op. cit., p. 128.
(5) j. Mills, "Dental of the Manor of Lisnonagh 1233, and

notes on 'Betagh' tenure in Medieval Ireland,"!.H.I.A., 
1936, 43. c. 3.
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In many ways they were comparable with the indigenous 

"taeogs" of wales, the "thralls" who were the unfree in the 

Norwegian system and the servile cultivators of the Scottish 
laws. They remained a constant element through many changes 
and revolutions, continuing to till the same lands irrespect

ive of changing overlords'nips. Under the Norman yolk they
were perpetuated in the "betagii", forming village communities

(1)
of serfs "adscripti glebae," and tilling the open-fields,

(2)
which by all accounts fell into the three-field system.

On the Churchlanas of the old Irish sees the same menial
(3)

elements were present.

Thus, in Ireland it is tempting to regard the late pre
historic or protohistoric rath as the prototype of the 
"einselhof" in the present pattern of settlement, just as in 

Wales the latter has been invoked as consequent on a devolu

tion from the former gwelyauc house, which may in its turn
(4)

have been linked with the Iron Age 3 fort. It is equally 
tempting to see the "Clachan" as a perpetuation of the hamlet 

of the pre-Celtic population, which continued the old system 

of agriculture, despite modifications by incoming rath 
dwellers. 1 2 3 4

(1) J. Mills, "Tenants and Agriculture near Dublin in the
14th century," J.B.S.A.I., Vol. XXI, 1890, p. 54.

(2) Ibid., p. 5?.
(3) J. Mills, "Rental of the Manor of Lisnonagh 1333

Op. cit.
(4) 1. Jones, Op. cit., p. 110.
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There are difficulties in such a simple conclusion.

The coincidence of megaliths ana related field systems is 

less apparent considering their respective distributions in 

detail, in Ireland. Indeed the concept that the "runaale" 
system was formerly more predominant than the 19th.century 

distribution suggests, tends to impede arguments in support 

of megalithic influences.
In the interim of some thousands of years however, with 

increased population, especially among the lower grades, the 

swarming of the "clachan" was inevitable. In the 16th- 

century, for example, the non-landowning class in the

population increased in comparison with land owners in a
(1)

ratio of roughly four to one. Much of this was the result 
of actual population increase, but the depression of numerous 

freemen into serfdom under If orman feudalism, ana the reduct

ion of further freemen to the condition of tenants at will

under the English nolicy of "surrender and re-grant," in
(2)

the 16th, century, accounted for much of the increase. By 

the 17th.century it was noticed that the inferior rank of 

husbandmen, called ’sculloges’ or 'sculloages', "herded
together in large villages and cultivated the land every-

(3)
where;" while in the 18th,ana 19th.centuries, with the

continued increase of population, the subletting of leases by

(1) G . O’Brien, "An oonomic History of Ireland in the
17th century," p. 37.

(2) loin MacHeiil, "Early Irish Laws ana Institutions,"
1932, p. 33.

(3) Taaffe, "Observations n Affairs in Ireland,” 1776,
p. 12.
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land speculators, the creation of a host of "forty shilling 

freeholders," ana the law against Catholics holding permanent 

interest in the soil, the process went on apace, and the 

country became a pauper warren of petty cultivators.
There are other difficulties in assuming a separate 

cultural identity for the "clachan" and rath, which are not 

so surmountable. The paucity of excavation leaves room for 

little more than speculation on the exact nature and origin 

of the rath. No certain proof of Celtic origin is forth

coming; Mahr indeed claims a continuity of Megalithic
(i)

tradition for the rath no less than for the souterrin.

The concomitance which one would expect of the rath and 

"clachan," given that the relationship between them was one 
of landlord and tenant, is less apparent considering their 

respective distributions in Ireland. Analysis tends rather 

to accentuate their independence of each other. The rath 

predominates on the heavy clay lowlands north and east of 

Lough Neagh, and among the drumline of County Down and Couth 

Armagh. On similar spreads north of Lough Lrne, on the 

lintona Plain ano in the Clogher Valley, they are equally 

widespread. The »clachan' is notably lacking in these areas. 

To the south, great rath concentrations characterise the 

belt from Monaghan to Langford ana V.estmeath, as well as the 

lowland stretches of Tipperary, Limerick, Cork and North-west 1

(1) A. Mahr, "Hew Aspects and Problems in Irish Prehistory#" 
P.P.C. (1937) p. 389.
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Kerry, and the better drained tracts of North-west Hoscommon, 

South Sligo and the neighbouring parts of Galway and Mayo.
In these regions the "clachan" distribution is singularly 
sparse.

Such a complementary pattern suggest a contrast in 

economy, rather than cultural connection. The Brehon laws 
throw some light on the nature of these economies, indicat

ing that while the pursuits of the rath dwellers were basical

ly pastoral, tillage wras the primary function of tenants of 

the 'sculloag' class. The property qualifications of the

typical strong farmer, or average rath dweller, cited by
(1 )

Crith Gablach in a legal tract of 700 A.D., suggests a

similar distinction. Though evidence of tillage was not

lacking - he had sixteen sacks of seed in the ground - the

possession of"20 cows, 2 bulls, 6 oxen, 20 pigs, 20 sheep,
4 domestic boars and 2 sows.......... " illustrates the

prevailing tendency. Archaeological evidence also suggests

that the rath had greater facilities for sheltering cattle
(2)

than for storing grain.

A consideration, in a general way, of the results of

recent excavations is enlightening in this connection.

Lissue rath, in County Down, dated to the end of the 
first mill,, A.D. according to Perse, wasa single building

under one roof, inhabited by a family unity of social stundiug,

(1) Michael Duignan, Op. ait., pp. 130-131 (from the
lawtract - Crith Gablach).

(2) G. Bersu, Op. cit.
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It was implied from the situation that cattle raising was 

the predominant occupation. The finding of a wooden swing

churn ana numerous bones of ox, sheep, pig ana horse in the
(1)

silt of the fosse, similarly points to pastoral interests.

In the rath of Peerwore, Co.Galway,of early Iron Age 
date, the glacial drift soil combined with the drainage 
advantages of inclined hill and underlying limestone, made the 

locality conducive to stock raising, supplemented by a small 

amount of tillage. Prom the quantity of bones recovered - 

included were those of oxen, sheep and pigs, as well as
several of aog ana horse - it was apparent that stock farming

(2)
was the more important feature of the domestic economy.

In Cahercommaun, Co.Clare, the finds again induced(3 )
great numbers of bones of domestic animals - 92231ba., to

be exact - while in leacanabuaiie and Lagore excavations
{4 /

even greater quantities were unearthed.

The coincidence of areas of tillage ana "clachan" 

concentrations in the 19th century, on the other hana, impliee 

that group settlement and tillage were concomitants. It is 

significant too, that the settlement pattern associated with 

the grazing counties of Leinster, as well as Limerick, 

Tipperary, much of Cork and Hoscomman, was the dispersed one,

(1) G. 3ersu, '’excavations at Lissue,” U.J.A., 1947, Vol.lQ,
pp. 45-57.

(2) J. * Raftery, "Hath of Peerwore," J.H.S.A.I., 1944,
Vol. 1XXIY, pp. 37, 38.

(3) : :ichael luignan, Op. cit., p. 141.
(4) Ibid, pp. 132, 135".
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which, it has been conjectured, may be a devolution from the 

former scheme of raths.
In other countries the importance of the system of land

exploitation, which is itself dependent on environmental

possibilities, in conditioning field systems and settlement

types has also been noted. Demangeon postulates that the
isolated farm is probably very ancient in regions of stock

rearing; conversely he associates nucleation with intensive
(1)

cultivation and communal tendencies. Harris similarly

believes that the fate of people taking to settled life would

denend on whether stock raising or corn growing predominated
(2)

in their agriculture.
If environment offered possibilities for the former 

mode of exploitation then the single farm might result; if 

fertility permitted the latter then we might expect the 

compact village. Thus dispersal and nucleation, based on 
a three field system, are only two extremes, with intermed

iates dependent for their layout on varying environmental 

conditions. The rundale system may be such an intermediate, 

owing its peculiar "clachan" settlement and infield and out
field scheme of tillage to the existence of staall pockets of 

fertility shut in by bog and forest, a large dependence on 

corn-growing, and considerable pastoral influence.

(1) A. Demangeon, hirst .deport of the Commission on Types
of -Ural settlement (Introductory paper) pp. 3 &• 4.

(2) s. Harris, "The Village Community of Alderney," Op.
cit., p. 35
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Emphasis on the latter, especially on the damp lowlands, might 

result in the rath. The existence of a two-field system, 

by the same hpothesis,would he merely a tacit recognition of 

less favourable conditions than obtained in a 3 field system, 
while a four field system of the type which became character

istic of the Lower Avon and Severn, in Gloucestershire in
(1 )

the 16th century, consisting of 3/4 cultivated and fallow, 

would indicate exceptional fertility. The difference 

between field systems therefore,was "not one of principle but 
of proportion," depending on agricultural possibility, which 

was in its turn conditioned by natural environment.

The acceptance of the hypothesis that the rath and 
"clachan" were the outcome of contrasting economies depends 

on the interpretation we lay on their respective distributions. 

Neither can be said to represent features which were static. 

The 19th.century scheme of "clachans" is unlikely to portray 
conditions as they were in the 17th.century or earlier. Nor 
is it to be expected that the distribution of rathe derived 

from the various editions of the O.S. is more than a relic 

scheme, or illustrative of any precise distribution at a 
given time during the perioo when the rath was in vogue 

between the late Bronze Age and the great Plantations. It 

is difficult, therefore, to arrive at conclusions by a com- 

parision of distributions 'which are neither contemporaneous

(1) L. Gray, Op. cit., p. 88.
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nor complete. Once we accept the thesis, indeed, of a

former more widespread distribution of "clachans," the

complementary nature of the two types is no longer evident.
There is also a possibility worth considering at this

point, that the rath and "dlachan" may proceed from different

modes of colonisation rather than from cultural intrusion or
contrasting economies. The former, it has oeen speculated,

may have been evolved in pioneer areas in the first serious

attempts at forest clearance, following the climatic deter-(1)
ioration of the sub-atlantic period. It is notable in this
respect that the earliest raths have be<_n dated to the late

Bronze Age, which coincided roughly with the commencement of

the sub-atlantic phase; while a great number, according to
Mahr, belonged to a later date than the 1st millenium A.D.,

persisting, like great stretches of woodland, until the
(2)

time of the 17th.century Plantations.

An examination of such a thesis in detail is beyond the 

scope of the present work, involving as it does a comprehen

sive analysis of the distributi m of forts relative to soil- 

cover, relief, related archaeological distributions and the 

former extent and composition of woodlands. It is suffic
ient to point out that in northern Ireland, where many of the 

historic tracts of woodland have been rediscovered by the

(l1 B. v/atson, "The .volition of Set „lenient in Go .Antrim,"
K.A. thesis in Queen's University Library, p. 56.

(2) A. : uhr, Op, cit,, p, 271.
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pioneer work of Eileen 'cCracken, forts seem to have been 

densest in the areas cleared of forest last, and to a large 

extent cleared since Anglo -II or man times. The concentrations

east of the northern half of lough Neagh coincide with the
(2)region which was heavily forested until the Plantation.

Other areas of marked density north of Lough Neagh, in •
Kilwarlin south of the Lagan, the Pintona Corridor, the

Lough Erne basin, and the Blackwater Valley between Augher
(3 )

and Tynan, were well wooded in the 16th century. In the

areas of early forest clearance, vis., lecale, the Ards

Peninsula, Island Magee and probably the Sixraile Pater,
(4)

rath settlement is significantly sparse.

But not all the late surviving woodlands were settled by 
raths. The distribution illustrated In diagram Ak suggests

that the heavily timbered or "woody-boggy" areas were avoided.
(5)

Hence in the former heavy oak forest region of Bufferin the 
rath was less frequent than on the light woodlands which 

characterised the adjoining, more upland :ToCartan country, 

in the vicinity of Slieve Croob. In the same way the dense 

forests ana bogs of Grlenconkeyne and Killetra, between the

(1) Eileen 1«. McCracken, "The Composition ana distribution
of woods in Northern Ireland from the loth.century down 
to the establishment of the 1st O.S.," N.A. thesis, 
Queen’s University library, 1944.

(2) E. Patson, Op. cit,, p. 55.
(3) Eileen l . McCracken, Op. cit.
(4) Ibia ., pp. 38 & 44.
(5) Ibid., p. 59.
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Sperrins and north-west Lough Neagh, and Killultagh, between 

the Upper Lagan and south-east Lough Neagh, inhibited col
onisation by rath builders to any extent. Laths were simil

arly lacking on the ill-drained and wooded tracts formerly 
characteristic of the fen country south-west of Lough Neagh, 

the ïïewry - Poyntzpass Corridor, the 3ann valley south of 
Kilreagh and the'Lagan.

1’he "Clachan" , with its tillage system based on the 

presence of tracts of waste for grazing and its large depend

ence on peat fuel, was aptly suited to colonisation of the 

damp riverine fringes, the margins of bog and fen, and the 

highland peripheries, all of which were shunned by the rath 

dwellers. Their distribution in Northern Ireland reflects 
this mode of colonisation (diag. 11 ). The fen and bog

country about the estuaries of the Upper Bann and the Black- 

water; the estuary region of the Foyle and its tributaries 

the Derg and 3truie; the alluvial flats and bog stretches of 

the Lower Bann, Main and Lagan and the Claudy fringes in 

Go.Londonderry, are significantly areas of "clachan" concent
ration. Tensity is equally marked about the Sperrin foothills 

and glensides; the fringes of the .'tournes, Slieve Groob and 

the Antrim Plateau; as well as the bog tracts of late 

settled Milletra and dieneonkeyne, and similar stretches of 

North Antrim and North-uast Londonderry.

The dense distributions of the Southern Ards Peninsula, 

Lecale and the Sixmile later are, in the absence of any
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extensive tracts of waste or bog, more difficult to explain<> 

Possibly the early date ana continuity of settlement milit

ated against the preservation of such features. Even in
1710 a few relic pieces of bog were all that remained in

(1 )
densely populated Lecale.

In Eire want of research precludes the possibility of 
correlating woodland distribution with that of the rath.

It is evident, however, that drainage requirements in large 

part conditioned the pattern of the latter. Baths have 
significantly shunned the damp alluvial and frequently bog 

cove-red lands of the larger rivers, vis., the Banoon, Lee 

and Blackwater in Go.Cork; the Suir, Barrow, Nore and 3laney 

in the south-east; and the whole extent of the Shannon, 
including its tributary valleys the Suck, Brosna and Inny.

The lowland bog spreads of the Central Plain and the Bog of 

Allen have been similarly avoided (diag. !■'*• ). Distribu

tion also peters out on the uplands, in the vicinity of the 

500* or 600' contour.

But these are precisely the environments which have 
been colonised and settled in "dlachans" (diag. 22. ). The

latter cluster thickly over the valleys of the South-East, 
as well as the Boyne, the Upper Erne ana its tributary the 

Annagh. They fringe the bogs ana fens of the Shannon, the 

lake margins of Galway and Mayo, and the extensive bog tracts 
of the same county. In the valleys of the Lee and Banaon 1

(1) A Map of the Manner of Downpatrick 1710," P.B.O.K.I.
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etc., in the south-west, where the shrinkage oi‘ the ''clachan" 

distribution has been considerable, following the early 

decline of the rundale system, few traces remain. Some 

concentration is evident on the badly drained arutnlin country 
between Westport and Castlebar, and on the edge of the peat 

spreads mantelling the Ox Mountains and higher parts of the 
Wicklow Hills. The foothills of the Enockmealdown and 

.Corneragh mountains, the Leinster Hills and Slieveneman in 

the south-east are similarly circumstanced. Belie distrib

utions survive in parts of the lullaghareik, Boggeragh and 

Kerry mountains, though on the margins of Slieve Bloom and 

the Galtees all traces seem to have been swept away before 
the middle of the 19th century.

It is difficult to determine the chronological relation

ship between these contrasting modes of colonisation. Should 

we regard the settlement by "clachans" of river, bog and 

hillfoot margins as a secondary process, or conversely were 

they the areas of early settlement, whence the colonisation 

of the adjacent forests was carried out?

In the sixmile hater valley the paucity of forts led 
B. .«atson to look for an alternative form of settlement, 

which he associated with people carrying on the megalithio 

traditions embodied in the numerous souterrains of this 

region. The absence of forts, but frequent standing stones, 
and the evidence of a considerable population by the beginning 

of the 14th.century in the stretch from Carriokfergus to
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Lame, induced a similar suggestion. May we not postulate 
the existence in these areas of a "clachan" prototype of 
megalithic derivation, which in the absence of forest cover 
persisted until the present? In certain other regions of 
early settlement, including Lecale, the southern tip of 
the Ards Peninsula and the"Highland Province" of Donegal, 
Londonderry and Antrim, it is possible that the "clachan" lias 
an equally long ancestry. The dense distributions in these 
areas may be the result of an evolution, which despite 
climatic deterioration and a consequent townhill movement of 
settlement in parts, lias been continuous aue to the infreq
uency of woodlands as evidenced in the paucous distribution 
of forts (aiag. ). In other areas the "valleyward"
movement of the sub-atlantic climatic phase inevitably led to 
the forest zone and the adoption of the rath; but in the up- 
land, parkland, fringes, where the peat spreads were forming, 
it is tempting to see olo settlement forms persisting, to 
be perpetuated in the "clachan" fossils that still character
ise the highland fringes. Those of the Wicklow, Knockraeal- 
down and Comeragh mountains may be typical examples.

Prom initial areas of "clachan" settlement like these 
it would seem, from the total distribution pattern in 
diagram , that a secondary dispersal to river and lake
side ana lowland bog fringe subsequently occurred, numerous 1

(1) E. hatson,"Prehistoric Sites in South Antrim", U.J.A.
1940, 3rd Series, Vol. III., p. 150.

( 1 )
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bronze finds in the suncis and gravels of the lagan, on the

Moraines east of loughs Conn ana Mask, along the Shannon
(1)

and about the bog of Allen, in all of which the "clachan" 

was characteristic, imply that the process had already begun 
in the Bronze Age; Sir Cyril Fox has drawn attention to a

(9 N

similar trend in lowland Britain during the Bronze Age.
But in several areas of "clachan" density settlement 

has been a more recent process, dating possibly to a period 

subsequent to the abandonment of the rath. The region 

south-west of lough Neagh is an instance. In other places, 

like the Sixtowns peneplain, the bog margins of Killetra and 

Glenconkeyne and the Bann valley, field and documental study 
have thrown out hints of similar "clachan" development within 
the last few centuries. It is probable too, that in many 

upland regions the "clachan" re resents a late return to the 

older settlement sites, rather than a continuous occupation 

there. To follow up such a contention in detail however, 

transgressing as it does the study of the history of land 

utilisation, is to overstep the limits of the present thesis.

On the whole it woulo seem that the origin of the 

"clachan" is to be sought in the period anterior to the 
appearance of the rath. That they persisted contetaporan- 

eously in opposing environments, down to the 16th,ana 17th.

(1) Sir Cyril Fox, "The Personality of Britain," 1938,
plates II, III, V  and Map C.

(2) Ibid., p. 63.
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centuries in parts, is equally probable. Y/ith the clearance 

of the woodlands however a gradual abandonment of the rath 

may be visualised, whereas the persistence of bog and rough 
grazing tracts helped to prolong the "Clachan" and it 

open field system until the 19th century in parts, and per

mitted its extension to areas of fresh colonisation; the 
period from the mid-IGth century to the early 19th century 

saw a final phase of this process in many districts.

Another aspect of origin is worth considering. The 

coincidence of the distribution of both types in many areas 

of Mayo, Galway and Clare, as well as in the Dingle Penin
sula of Co.Kerry, in the stretch west of lough Pee and in 

several valleys of the Sperrins, suggests that under certain 

circumstances a settlement scheme of raths would in time 

evolve to one of "elachans," rather than devolving to an 

"einzelhof" pattern. Is such flexibility in tune with what 

we know of the history of settlement in Ireland?

From the townland analyses of chapter I it was apparent 

by what process a single farm might develop to a more or less 
nucleated group. In Corick td., in particular, it was seen 

how four initial families, colonising in severalty spilled 

over eventually to form in each case a small hamlet.

Instances of the same process have been recorded by tradition. 

In Crushybracken td., Co. Antrim, a single farmstead, erected



Townlane.

Carrogs

Slievenalargy

Humber of houses in
1776. 1832.

5 & 2 . 13 & 7.
5. dispersed
1. -
2 . dispersed
1. —
6. 9.
3. 11.
1. 5 & 4.
4. 4.
7 . 7.
6. 7.
2. dispersed
3. 3.rAw • 4.
6. 3.
4. 3.
3. 2.

1.

Claohana.



Townland Humber of houses in Clachans.

Lrumlane
1699

o *
do. —

Cessnagh o •
do. -

Carlaragh 2.
do. -

Dromore 3.
do. —

Upper Culmore o •
do. 1.
do. —

C lag an 2.
lerrybeg 2.
Berry mo re 2.

Q0 . _
Streeve 2.
Lower Terrydremont 2.

do. 1.
do. -

Upper do. 1.
GO . 2.
do. —

Garrick 2.
do. 1.
do. 1.

Ballyquin 4.
do. 1.

1782. 1882.
«3  • “ *

■“* o *
4. 6.

2 .
3 « 4 •

3.
12.
4.

2. 5, 10. (2 groups).
3. 5.
4. 17.
4. 12.
? 4.
3. 7.
4. 4.
2 . 6.
3. 7.
3. 9.

4.
o •  4 »

7.
r? /■»o . o .

15.
7.

County ofpown.
1776. 1832.

Burrenreagh 5. •M.
do. 5. 9.

2. 5.
2. 5.
2. 2.
1. 5.J w 4.

3 allymaguinaghy 7. 15.
4. oisnersed
5. 15.
3. 3.
5. 13.
2. dispersed



Townland Number of houses in Clachans.

1699. 1782 . 1832 .
Carrowuadle 2. 4. 9.
Carrowmenagh rjAW • 0 • 11.
Carrowreagh 2. o • 6 (other groups of

Carov; clare 4. 6.
6, 2 & 2). 
7.

do. 1. ?. 13.
do. 1. 3.

Ballymacran 4. 5. 17.
Back 1. — —
do. 2. 2. -
do. 1. 1. —

Ballyhenry 2. 2. 5.
do. 2. 5. 17.

Crindle 4. 5. 30.
do. cJ • 2 . 6 •

Cultnore 6' • 11. 9.
Lomond 2. 6. 17 & 5.
Buraally 2. 7. 4; 12; 2; ¿-.1 (4 group,
Comdale 1. 4. 5 .

GO. - o • 7.
Ardnargle 1. 2 . 7.

do. — — 3.
I) rumbally d on aghy 2. 0 • 18.
Limavady (..est of the 
Upper i’atnakeliy

Hoe). 
1. Tt0 . —

do. 1. - 15.
do. 2. - —
do. - - 10.
do. - - 7.

Irumraighland 3. 3. uX t
do. — <5 • —

Magheramore 2. 3 . 14.
Ballyderg 2 . - 12.

3, 4, 7 (3 groups)do. 1. 3.
do. - - 5.
do. 2. - 10.

Moyes 0 • o • 14.
do. — 3. 15.
do. - - 5.

Ballymore 2. — 28.
do. — 0 • 4.
do. 2. — —

Largy 4. 7. 13.
do. — 4. 6.

Terry drum 4. 0 • 8 .
do. — — 4 •



Townland Humber of houses in G la chans
1780 . 1832 .

Ballyallaght 6. 14 .
Turfahun 3. 4 .

GO . 9 . 13 0
loneyclashog 4 . 9.
Dunluce 4 . 4 .
Gortnee 2 . 4.
Gortnacapple 1. 2 .

do . 1 . 3.
Lower 3allytoacrea 1. 4 .
3allykeel 8 . e .
Glentask. 1. •

do. 2 . 5 .
do. 2 . 5 .

leoke 3 . 4 .
do . _ 4 .

Kullarts 2 . 3 disp<
St. Cunning 2 . 9 .
Gowkstown 2 . 5 .
Tonragee 3 . —
Dun teague 1. 1 .
Glievebane dispersed. dispersed .
linavallaghan 0  • —

00. 2 . —
Doonbough 1 . 7.

do. 1 . 2 .
do. 1. —

Ballynamaddy eZc/ * c *
do. 1. 2 .

Lawin Lower 1 • 6.
do. 2 . -

County of Londonderry. {last of Color'
Nth. 3allylagan 4 . 6 .
Craigtown ; lore 2 . 7.
Naddybenny Beg 1. 8 .
Island . ffrick th. 1. 7.



Townland ITuuber of houses in Clachans

3allypatrick
1789.
1.

1832 . 
3.

do. 3. -
do. 1 . 2 .
do. - 6.
GO . - U •
do. - *7.

Gienmakeeran 2. 5.
do. - 7.
do. - 4.

Twenty Acres 1 . 4.
Lrumnavoley 3. 6.
Broughmore 5. 18.
Craigbane 3. 2 c: 3. (2 groups)
Oreenan 4. 23.

do. - 4.
Tenaghs 2. 6.

do. — 6.

1780. 1832 .
Ardaghraore 2 . 4 .
Brootnbeg 4 . 9 .
B a l l y d u m i n a n 3 . 8 .

d o . 1 . 4 .
Broom-more 2 . 5 .

GO . 1 . 3 .
1 rummans 3 . 8 .
B a l l y l i g 3 . 9 .

d o . 3 . 4 .
C a m e  a t  l y 5 . 2 4 .

d o . 2 . -
d o . 1 . 9 .

Carnoampson High 3 . 1 0 .
d o .  low 1 . 4 .

d o . 4 . 3 .
d o . 1 . 4 .

B a l l y m a c a l d r x c k .
1 .  B a l l y r a a o a l d r i c k ) 7 . 3 g ro u p s  o f  6 ,
2 .  C a r r i f e a r i i g  )
3 .  l ia la b u y 4 .  ( n e a r l y 2 g ro u p s  o f  6

4 .  Kaghe rraenagh
d i s n e r s e d   ̂

4 . 1 3 .



Town land. Number of houses in Clachans.
1789. 1812. 1832.

legadaughton 2 . 9 8
(ligadau-ghtan ) 3. o • 11
Aughnasillagh - 1. 7
Torcorr ò • 4. 10
Coolranny 2 . 2. 4
Loughan 3. 3 &1. 6 & 5

do. — 4. 8
Aughnaholl 3. r-rÓ • 7

do. - 1. 2
do. - 1. 2

3allyloughan o • 4. 12
do. 2. 4. 5

Feranmascallan oAs • 8. 9
do. 3. 3. 7

East Torr (Cregybryan) 1. 16 & 19.
West Torr

(Carriverarive) 2. 35.
do. 1. -

Coolnagoppoge 7. 30.
Cross
(1. Öoolamlough 3. 8.
(2. Loon - 3.
(o. Cross — 2.
Tervillin 4. 7.
Craigfad 4. 10.
Ballyreagh Lower 
(1. Coockbrack 2. 9.
(2. Low Ballyreagh 1. 4.
(3, 1ruracough 1. 6.
Ballyreagh Upper 
(1. Gortalorker 1. 2.
(2 . Lisnakally 4. 6.
(3. ipper Ballyreagh 1. 3.
(4. Falmore 1. Ù 0
(5 . Lignagallon 1. 2.
Loonmakelter 5. 12.
runadoon 1. 8 .

Ballynagard 3. 5.
GO . 2. 7.
do. 1. 3.

(2 groups).



Hate of Settlement Evolution in N. Irelanu, 18th~19th
century. Co.Antrim.

Townland Humber of houses in Clachans.
1780. 1852.

layd. 4. 7 ( •
Killyglen 5. 4 groups, 4 houses each
Ballynahaville 2. 2.
Cloghs
1..LOW Clogh 1. 3.

do 1. 5.
do 1. 3.

2 . Gortacloughan 1. 3.
3. Middleclogh 1. 2 groups of 4 & 8 resp.
4. Killymeen 1. 115. Parkarrive 2. -
6. Upper Tamnahom 0 9.
7. lower do. 2. 8.
Galboly lower 3. 13.

do 1. 2 .
do - 3.

Galboly Upper - groups of 7, 2, 2 resp.

1789, 1812 . 1832 .
/hitehouse
Curragh .McVeigh's 

Martin's
3.
2.)

4. 8.
2.) 6 . 9.

Ballycleagh 3th.) 1. 5.) 18. (all one group)
Ballycleagh ITth.) O • 3.)
Ballyteerim nth. 3. 3. 4.
3allyteerim Nth. 3 . - -
(Owen O'Hara) 0 • 5. 9.
A1tagore 2 . 6 . 12.

do. 1 . 1. 5.
do. ~ - 3.

Tornamoney 3 . 4. 9.
do, 1 . 1. 3.
do. — 0 . 5.

Coramelia 2 . 6. 9.
Iinocknacolus ka 4 . 3. 8.
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on a farm first taken in from the waste on the flanks of
Long Mountain in the early 19th century - by the father of
a man who died some 40 years ago at the age of 75 - in time

(1 )evolved to form the "clachan" of Slaghtaggart; the clusters
of Drumgarvagh, ; ruraraighland and itre eve, in Go.Londonerry,

(2)crystallized out from analogous beginnings.
The principle is therefore plain, but the rax^iaity of 

the swarming process - especially in the period of increasing 
population from the Jate 18th.to the early 19th.century - has 
more often been overlooked in Ireland. The development of
an entire village of 200 dwellings - Liscanor, in Go.Clare -

(3)
between 1775 and 1814, and the dismption of a Lonegal town-
land, held originally as a single farm, between 29 holders in

(4)
two generations, are a pertinent testimony of this era of 
strong internal growth within the single farm.

A comparison of estate maps, particularly those of the
✓

18th century, with the 1832 O.S. sheets aptly illustrates a 
similar tendency in many regions. The accompanying tables, 
compiled from such sources where available, indicate the 
direction and rate of this evolution. Analysis of the trend 
in a few sample townlands will suffice.

Cregybryan, or East Torr td., which crosses the contours 
from the coast to the high peneplain in the isolated north-

(1) App. A, Ho. 12.
(2) Appa. BIV, ITo. 16; 3 II, :'o. 13; 31, Ho. 19.
(3) 3 . Mason, Op. cit., Yol, I, p. 485.
(4) "Levon Commission", Yol. I, p. 422.
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east corner of Antrim, consisted in 1782 of a single farm
(1)settled by a single homestead (Diag.^l*5 ). By 1832popula~ 

tion had spilled over to form a "elachan" of some 16 dwell
ings, and in addition, by a swarming process a farther 
community comprising 19 dwellings had arisen on a nearby site 
(Diag. AIM ). Cloughs tu., which occupies the eastern 
side of the Isbavvn Glen from Cushendall to Tievebulliagh’s 
Summit, experienced an analogous development during the same
50 years. In the subdivision of low Clough, three •einzel-

(2)
hofe’ in 1782, had evolved to small hamlet groups by 1832. 
Gortacloughan, I!iddle Cloughs and Killymeen were character
ised at the same date by similar groups of three, eleven and 
twelve dwellings respectively (Ditig. 3° )j yet when we go 
back fifty y e a r s it is the single farmstead exclusively that

(3)we meet with in each of these farm divisions (Diag. 3° ).
In Ballycleagh South, situated immediately north of Cushendun,

(4 >we begin in 1789 with a single steading (Diag. ). By
1812 it had developed to a small cluster of five houses, which
in the expanding process had become linked with the adjoining

(5)nucleus of Ballycleagh North. The combined settlement in 
1832 comprised three contiguous groups totalling in all 18 
dwellings, 8 of which went to form the "claohan" of

(1) Antrim Estate Nap, 1782. (Antrim .states Co., Glenurm).
(2) Ibid.
(3) Ibid.
(4) Maps of Sir Geo. ./kite's .state, 1789. (P. t.O.F.I.)
(5) A Book of Ians of Sir G. White’s ' state, 1812.(P.R.O.N.I. )
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Ballycleagh South (liag. ).
In County Londonderry examples invariably show that the 

nucleated condition was not original, but consequent on an 
initial single family settlement, which swarmed eventually 
to form a wider family group. One of the three nuclei of 
Upper Terrydremont td., consisting of 9 dwellings in 1832,
was derived by such an evolution from a small hamlet of three

(1)houses in 1782; this in its turn had its beginnings in a
(2)

single farmstead evidenced in 1699. Somewhat similar was 
the trend of development in Arcnargle td., in Myroe, where

(3)an isolated dwelling of 1699 added a single house in the
(4)

interim up to 1782, thereafter expanding more rapidly to 
form a "clachan" of six homesteads in 1832 (Diag. ).
The evolution of a hamlet of eight dwellings in 1832, from whafc

(5)
was an 'einzelhof' in 1782, in liaddybeimy Beg td., was 
typical of events in many of the townlands in Co.Londonderry, 
east of Coleraine 21 *-)'

On the other hand, the reverse process - a secondairy 
dispersal of houses following the break up of the open-field 
system under new agrarian conceptions - was equally rapid,

(1) "A Hap of the Panor of Newtownlimavady in Co.Londonderry,
surveyed 1782 by Patt Hoe."

(2) "The lanor of Hewtownlimavady, "m. Connolly, usq.,
Loro of the Lanor, surveyed anno MDCXC VIIII

tates Office,
G-lenarm).

1782."
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illustrating the same internal flexibility of settlement in
Ireland. Lscort is a case in instance, devolving from a
"clachan" of almost 40 houses in 1632 to a single house in
the present century (diag. ).

This tendency for the single family to spill over to
form widerkindred communities had analogies over a wider area.
It was one of the deep rooted principles behind the origin of
the Indian Village system. In this connection Baden Powell
has shown how "a new settler...... will generally prefer to
build a detached house close to his own fields. In the
course of time his children and grand children will relieve
the overcrowded house by adding houses of their own, and
these, with the hovels of the low cast attendants..... and

(1)slave ploughmen will form a hamlet." A parallel development 
has been brought to light in Norway, by Magnus Olsen, who 
instanced a farm of 12 holders in Sunnhordland, which was 
occupied in 1820 by 8 farmers; in 1723 by 3 or 4; in 1563 by 
2, and in the Kiddle Ages by a single tenant. It is signi
ficant that 67yl ana 59>o of the farms in Nordhoraland and

(2)
Sunnliordlanc were (in 1519) one man exploitations. In 
Prance, as in Ireland, the hamlet is similarly linked in 
origin with the establishment of the family settlement and its 
expansion by swarming; the name of the colonising family is

( 3 )frequently perpetuated in the hamlet name.

(I'l B. H. Baden Powell, "The Indian Village Community,"
1896, p. 71.

( 2) Magnus Olsen, Op. cit., p.,50.
(3) A. Uemangeon, "la Prance, Mconomique et Huraaine" , Op.cit
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Though it is invariably the single farmstead we meet 
with when we are able to trace settlement schemes to their 
origin, the flexible - almost accidental - nature of the 
development makes it difficult to arrive at any precise 
aspect of Irish tov/nlands at a particular time. Things were 
in a state of flux. Some may have been in the hands of two 
or more tenants holcing in "runaale", while others may not 
have reached such a condition. Thus in the 18th.ana 19th. 
centuries we frequently find an 'einzelhof’ here, a fully 
developed "elachan" there, with "clachans" in the making, 
consisting of two or three grouped dwellings, interspersed. 
Even where we have a continuous picture of settlement back 
to the 17th,century, the pattern at that date is the mixed 
one ranging from the single house to small "clachan groups" 
(d'iag. IS- ). it was this haphazard development of settle
ment in Ireland which, we have already conjectured, was 
responsible for the equally haphazard layout of the resulting 
"clachan."

There are occasions however when we seem to be dealing 
with settlements which began, not with the single house, but 
with ready made hamlets farmed by partnerships of unrelated 
families. Initially such groups would be relatively small, 
varying in size, probably, with environmental opportunities 
and the number of ploughs available, though with increasing 
population an expansion of the "clachan" ana a measure of 
interrelationship might ensue. Leasing to groups of
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partners, who generally held in "rundale," was a common 
practice throughout much of the country in the 18th,and

I
early 19th-centuries, when aunion of labour ana equipment 
was necessary to supplant the want of capital so marked among 
the increasing nutaber of the small tenant fanners of that 
period.

In India there were similar voluntary associations of 
independent colonists, which were considered as partnerships,
and cultivated in common, in contrast with the village groups

(1 )derived from single founders.
Closely connected with the tendency for the "clachan" to 

expand to accommoaate the swarming family was the practice 
of subdividing holaings - "a faint remain of the old system 
of Gavelkind” - to cope with the increased population on the 
land. In Dungiven parish an instance of its persistence into 
the 19th*century has been cited, whereby a compact farm of 
thirty acres, first partitioned into two holdings, one of which
was further subdivided into shares of three acres each, was

(2)
disrupted inside two generations. In Corick and Corramore tda 
it was evident, in Chapter I p how four original farms in 
each case became, in a short time, a congeries of intermixed 
"nmdale" holdings. An analysis of the layout of the hold
ings attached to Culbane, in Ballynease-macpeake td., indicated 
a similar evolution from an initial scheme of compact farms,

(1) B. K. Baden Powell, Op. cit., p. 283.
(2) W. S. I ason, Op. cit., Vol. I,~P. 309.
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the traces of which are still revealed in the disposition 
of the scattered strips. The segregation of the "clachan" 
into small family groups, corresponding in each case with the 
original farm divisions, harks back to a more individualistic 
scheme of things. The devolution of a series of single farms 
in 1812 on the ,','hite Estate, in North-East Antrim, to a scheme 
of "rundale" holdings, which in their turn reverted to a 
compact farm pattern before the middle of the same oBntury, 
illustrates the essential flexibility of land holding in 
Ireland .

It is the single farm, therefore, that we meet with as 
soon as we go back some centuries, though not necessarily the 
single family farm; for where joint-leasing obtained it was 
the partnership group which was the community of the farm from 
the beginning. In Irish townlands, indeed, both farm types 
thrived together harmoniously, the predominance of anyone 
depending on the material wealth of the tenantry, and social 
and technical conditions. Early estate maps invariably attest 
their compatibility in the same townland. The layout of
Lisnurauck td. (uiag. } f which comprised, at the latter end 
of the 18th.century, seven farms, two being held by single 
titles, two by two partners in each case, and the other three 
by considerable partnership groups, was characteristic of the 
townlands of the western sector of the Bellaghy Estates at that
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date. On the Annesley (Castlewellan ) ..states, Co .Down, the 
concomitance of both joint and single farms was equally marked 
in 1742, though the prevalence of the latter seemed to be the 
tendency. The layout and composition of farms in legananny 
td. (diag.l^ ), consisting of nine single and five partner
ship holdings, was more or less typical of the whole estate at 

(2)that date. An 18th. century survey of the Loughguile listate 
of Sir George Macartney revealed similar conditions, though a 
greater proportion of joint farms seemed to be characteristic. 
Thus in Ballybregagh td., which impinges on the Bush river 
near Annoy, three of a total of seven farms, in 1750, were in 
partner ship, the remaining four being held under single titles. 
Tournagroe td., on the same estate, was somewhat similarly
circumstanced, though the proportion of single to joint farms

, (3)was in the ratio of 6 to 2 (diag. M*- ), Numerous instances
could be cited however, where holding was exclusively by 
partner sin ip ; and conversely it frequently occurred that the 
single title was supreme. The townland of Drimnagreagh 
(Brumnagreagh), laid out as early as 1738 into six compact
farms and settled by 'einzelhbfe,' which remained intact through

(4)the 18th.and 19th.centuries, is one of many examples (diag.^S* ) 1 2 3 4

(1 )

(1) Bellaghy -state Maps (Mr. Connolly's state) 1800 circa.
(Ballycastle).

(2) "The Mannor of GastlewiIlian. pert of the ¿¿state of
.Tui. Annesley, oq., surveyed by Hugh Jackson, 1742". 
(.¿state Office Castlewellan).

(3) "A Map of the loughgeel ..state of Sir Geo. Macartney,"
surveyed 1760. (P. i.O.N.I).

(4) "The state of Mm. Hamilton i sq., Correct maps of' the
severall quarter-lands herein " by Jas, Gormley,
1738.
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A schedule of the lownshire Estates set out in full in appendix
D.III, illustrates the varying proportions of single and joint

(1)titles throughout touch of Co .Down in the year 1789.
We seem to be dealing therefore, not with two opposing 

farm and settlement types, but with a single flexible scheme 
within which individual ano joint farms were alternative and 
co-existing developments. The archaeological evidence,
though conflicting in Ireland, where the former existence of

(2)
30,000 raths implied the predominance of a purely single farm
scheme in parts, is corroborative in other regions. In Western
Noiway Iron Age settlement sites occur singly or in groups,

(3)
7 houses at the most clustering together. Similar sites, 
dating from the pre-Christain era to Viking times, crop up all 
over Oland, Gotland and the raainl&na of Sweden, while in

(4)
Iceland we meet with comparable settlements in saga Times.
Ilatt has been equally successful in revealing remains of iso-
lated houses and hamlet groups in the Pre-Homan and Homan
epochs of Jutland, while his analysis of Iron Age field systems
takes us back to a scheme of individual farms, invariably bi

ts)partitioned, tri-partitioned and quartered among inheritors. 1 2 3 4 5

(1) "Particulars of the rent rolls of ...... ....the hownshlre
instates, 1789". (state Office, Hillsborough}.

(2) E. E. vans, "Come Survivals of the Irish Openfield System,"
Op. cit., p. 28.

(3) Magnus Olsen, Op. cit., p. 37.
(4) Ibid., p. 38.
(5) Gudmund Katt, "Agriculture Préhistorique au Danemark",

Op. cit., pp. 83-86.
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All this would tend to disrupt the old theory that
collective ownership of the soil was a primitive phenomenon,
evolving at a later stage to private ownership. In the Indian
system Baden Powell shows that the joint condition was "not
original, but consequent on a prior single title of the founder
....the joint holding was the result of the joint succession

(1)to that one founder." Olsen similarly points out that it is
the "single farm exclusively" which emerges in Western Norway

(2)when we look back to the past. There is thus no evolution 
in the matter; "collectivism and individualism are not evolut
ionary stages in the history of property. They are human 
tendencies and probably equally old. The predominance of any 
one deperias on technical and social conditions, they often 
thrive together in the same society. In a well balanced
culture, these two forms of ownership live siae by side,

(3)supplementing each other in a sort of harmony."
It Is clear then, that "rúndale" developed among men 

belonging to the same family, and descended from the same an
cestor. . .ven among partnership groups, which may have had their

I
prototype in the former co-tenancies of unfree tenants, wrongly 
regarded by Sullivan as the first "rúndale" communities, inher
itance and subdivision occurred within the familycircle only. 
But the existence of a family organised society such as

(1) 3. h. Baden Powell, Op. cit., pp. 422 ft. 423.
(2) Magnus Olsen, Op. cit., p. 51.
(3) (rucuiund Watt, “Ownership of Cultivable land", let. Kgl.

Uanske Videnskaberaes >elskab, 1939, Bind X X V I•, p.lG.
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obtained in Ireland from prehistoric times, ooes not pre
suppose the presence of group cultivation and settlement. In 
wales the persistence of the family community (gvvely) did not 
prevent a dispersal of settlement in "tycidynod" (single home
steads), while in Norway the continuance of a related family 
organisation, based on the "aett" (extended family), was com
patible with the co-existence of a scheme of compact farms and
scattered dwellings in the south-east, and clustered groups

(1)with "runrig" features in the west.
In actual fact the dispersal cr nucléation of the single 

families comprising wider kindred groups depended rather on 
various physical aspects of environment. V,lie re suitable
cultivable land was limited, subdivision of the "infield" and 
crowding around the original homestead may be envisaged.
./here the corn fields were relatively unimportant due to the 
predominance of pastoral pursuits, or where extensive lands 
were available for the enlargement of tillage, splitting of the 
home farms would be less pronounced, and fresh colonisation by 
dispersed farms would tend to accommodate the overflow of 
population.

It is difficult therefore to accept E. Jones's contentionthe
thut/disruption of the 'gwely' in Y/ales was guided more by

(2)
tribal stiveture than by limits within the landscape, A 
more rational view, in the light of Irish ana other evidence,

(1) Gudmuna Hatt, Op. cit. pp. S3 & 54.
(2) E. Jones, Op. cit., p. 108.
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is to attribute the differentiation of farm and settlement 
types to physical rather than to ethnographic factors.

ITor was there anything in the conception of the family 
community that tended to regulate the limits of nucleation or 
sub-division in any particular group. O’Buachalla in his 
researches on Irish Law infers that village clusters were
confined by blood relationship within certain degrees of

(1)kindred only; but when we meet with survivals of the system 
in the 16th.and ISth.centuries the theoretical regulations set 
out in the Ancient Law tracts are less apparent. Expansion 
is within the kindred group, but the octent of the expansion is 
more dependent on a rough balance struck between the state of 
population and agricultural possibilities. In the 18th.century 
v/ith more primitive and extensive inodes of tillage, less press
ing population increase and the presence of large tracts of 
uncolonised land, groups as we have seen remained small. In 
later days a progressive limitation of land, a3 population 
rapidly increased, inoucea continual expansion of hamlets and 
the splitting of farms until the lanoloras intervened or an 
overflov^ to marginal sites became necessary. The sv/ollen 
clusters of the 19th.century are a testimony of tills era of 
expansion. Magnus Olsen illustrates similar limitations within 
the landscape of estern Norway, where "it was possible to go 
on for some time in the ever more confined space of the old 
houses; new houses might be set up round the old farmyard; 
and the good enclosed corn ana hay-fields might be divided....

(1) L. O'Buachalla. "Some Researches in Ancient Irish law,"J. of Cork Hist ft Arch. Soc., 1947, VOl.LII, p. 43.
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but a time was bound to come when pressure from within grew 
too insistent. The farm could not develop into a village 
because in most places there was only a limited supply of soil
.... it was necessary to move off to new dwelling places,

(1 )whether at a short distance or comparatively far off."

The relation of field systems to types of plough and 
related implements has been suggested by Curwen as another line 
of thought. An examination of the Irish Open field system from 
this point of view may prove fruitful.

It is generally contended by students in this connection
that the share of the field is governed more than anything else

(2)
by the type of plough in use. in Ireland the strip fields
of 'rundale,' we have already shown, were probably related to
the introduction of a plough of consider'ble weight rather
than to the specific moulo-board or wheel types postulated by

(3) (4)
Hatt and 3 teen sb erg respectively. The same heavy plough,
by necessitating the utilisation of a larger team of beasts ana
men, involved a measure of co-operative effort in its equipment
and operation, and went far to explain the communal organisation

(1) Magnus Olsen, Op. cit., p. 116.
(2 ) !■:. C. Curwen, "Prehistoric Agriculture in Britain,"

Antiquity, 1027, Vol. I, Mo. Ill, p. 280.
(3) Grudmund Hatt, "Lan6brug i Banraarka Oldtid" Copenhagen 1037

- A summary by L. C. Curwen, Antiquity 1936, Voi, XII,
Ho. 46, p. 149.

(4) Axel oteensoerg, "Horth .est European Plough types of Pre
historic times ana the ride le Ages", Acta Archaeologioa, 
1936, fasc. 2 & 3, Vol. 6, pp. 256 & 257.
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characteristic of 'runaale' communities.
3ut though the plough impo: ed its personality on the 

'runaale' system, in the shape of field pattern and communal 
work, it was not the controlling factor in origin. Its influ
ence on the other features of the system was less apparent. 
Nucléation, though suited to group cultivation, was more the 
outcome of the practice of subdividing the home farm into inter
mixed holdings, which found their focus in the clustered group. 
Similar groups and intermixed farms have turned up in many parts 
of the est, where it is doubtful if plough strips had ever ary 
part in the field system (fig. if ). Conversely, co-aration 
associe ted with the plough, has been evidenced in regions, where
the isolated house has been the unit of settlement from remote

(1)times.

Several facts stand out in this study of the origins of 
'rundale' and its associated settlement scheme. Distribution 
patterns, confined as they are to well marked zones, suggest the 
presence of some unifying force, either of common cultural 
strains or a common mode of land utilisation. Gray’s idea of 
a purely ’Celtic* system may be discarded. It is more probable 
that the system had its root3 in pre-Celtic times, with con
siderable Celtic influence overlaid, in which state it survived 1

(1) K. G. Bowen,. "A Study of aural Settlements in -South-Vest 
•ales” , ( sport of the Commission on types of Sural 
Settlement: Union Géographique Internationale) p. 12.
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in certain areas of isolation until the present cay.
But many refute the cultural connections, ano attribute 

the main influence to a common economy, based on tillage, 
considerable pastoral tendencies and a spring sowing regime, 
with the fact in mind that crops sown in spring fitted into 
the infield scheme of constant cropping. This contrasts with 
the stock rearing economy of the single farmstead, or rath.

But considering that the rath was by no means divorced 
from tillage it may be alternatively conjectured that the 
differentiation of types proceeded from contrasting modes of 
colonisation, rather than from opposing economies. The rath 
has been identified with the pioneer areas of forest clearance; 
the clachan was aptly suited to settlement on the edge of 
extensive tracts of waste.

Thus the simplest solution is to associate the 'clachan' 
with the practice of tillage in predominantly oat growing areas, 
where bog and grazing land were appended, and to regard it as 
an intermediate between the pastoral ’einzelhof’ or rath and 
the more developed compact village, with its three-field system 
of cultivation. The introduction of the plough doubtless added 
to the personality of the system.

At the same time the endemic process by which the single 
farmstead might at any time become a nucleated cluster should 
be borne in mind, while the cultural connections evident in the 
megalith!c nature of the distribution of analogous schemes in
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Europe must not be overlooked; for though environment stamped
the main features of the system, cultural diffusions "along the
way of the sea" must have made themselves felt. 

t
V/e are still far from reaching satisfactory conclusions 

as to the origins of *rundale' in particular, or of field 
systems in general. In Ireland, where conditions in the 
period prior to the 19th-century are still largely conjectural, 
there is much to be learned from extended study of the history 
of land utilisation; while the prehistoric background is a 
further field for research. Elsewhere no real progress can 
be achieved until the concerted efforts of geographers, arch
aeologists, historians and anthropologists can be brought to 
bear on a subject which is vital for the understanding of 
human societies.



PLATE I

Corick cluster,Co,Londonderry. 

PLATE 2 .

Infield strips and patches,Corick jo in t

meadows in foreground.



PLATE 3
A

PLATE 4.

-
WwBm

Culbane cluster,Ballynease Macpeake td.,clings 

to the edge of a sand and gravel ridge.



PLATE 5

Tethering on the rúndale strips, Culbane.

Rundale strips and balks isoyards long from 
Culbane to Bann floodplain.

PLATE 6.



PLATE 7.

Cow tethered on rundale land.Culbane . 

PLATE 8 .

Rundaie patches on glacial terrace contrast 

with striped upper land. Corramore td.,Tyrone



PLATE 9.

Clachans and rundale strips Glenculien,CoDublin. Note the

predominance of hay crop.



PLATE IO.

Rúndale lynchet, Irish Omerbane¡Co.Antrim 

PLATE II.

Grazing stretches along BANN north of 

KHr^a Oo.Londonderry converted tc



PLATE 12

Narrow ribs of sod dividing rundale
strips,Co.Londonderry. Eden td 
PLATE 13.

Grazing stretches, Lough Beg shore, in the 
background. Co. Londonderry.



PLATE 14.

Lower Ballynease cluster ,Co.Londonderry.

PLATE 15.

A clachan on an island of arable amid

fen and bog. O rryloste td.,near Lough Neagh.



PLATE 16.

Ballintogher cluster.amid the drumlins, lecale.

Co.Dcwn.
PLATE 17.

Elongated clachan and striped fields, 

Ballydonegan td. Co, Londonderry



PLATE 18

E longated  p a tte rn  t Ballydonegan c lu s te r



PLATE 19 .

Corrected fa rm s, Glenelly, Co.Tyrone.

PLATE 2 0 .

converted rúndale, Benady Glen.Co.Londonderry.



PLATE 21
pr

converted farm s,G lenarnff Co. Antrim. 

PLATE 22.

Fossilised rúndale strips,U.E3enady Glen.



PLATE 23.

Hamlet on the slope overlooking Vezere .

PLATE 24.

Rock dwelling in limestone cliffs, near

les Eyzies.



PLATE 25.

Cabane, Pechumini, Commune des Eyzies.

PLATE 26.

Corbelled cabane, Pechumini,Commune



PLATE 27

Hamlet on the plateau, near Les Eyzies.

PLATE 28.

Iz  Mas, situated on cliffs overlooking Vézère



PLATE 29

»

Traine, Potaye, Commune de Manorie

PLATE 30 .

Traine near Les Eyzies.



PLATE 31

Irish slipe for carrying 
PLATE 32.

manure.Derrycrummy td. 
Co. Londonderry.

Polyculture on the floodplain terrace ofVezère.
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APPENDIX A

Traditions of "Rúndale” from Co.Antrim.

Townland:

Turraloskln (1). Mr. Boyd, aged 69, knew of "rúndale" on 
the mountain, but not on the arable. He remembered 
hearing the old folk talk of houses and out houses all 
mixed up, with the fields scattered and divided off 
only by a few mearing stones and grassy margins.

Drumnahelgh (2). Mrs. Gordon, aged 97, and formerly of 
this townland, remembered ten dwellers in the cluster 
in her youth. At that time the fields were all mixed 
up. She did not recollect hearing the word "rúndala", 
but she remembered the old people telling of the days 
when they had only bits of mearings for fencea, so that 
the cattle had always to be herded or tethered. This 
all happened before her time.

Carrowlaverty (3). Mr. John Henry, aged 70, of Hightown, 
knew the meaning of “rúndala'* on the mountain; this was 
also called holding in "sums” or "stock". It was still 
like that in Kilcroaoh, Shanes, Magherahoney and Tureagh. 
Clusters of houses in the district were known as 
"Olachans". There wore formerly "claohana" in Lowtown 
and Kilcroach.

Shanes (4). Mr. Dennis McKillops, aged SO, knew the 
meaning of "rúndale" on the mountain but not on the 
arable, though ho saw strips separated by mearings in 
Coolnagpppoge townland. The holdings in Shanes ware 
still intermixed, and he knew of a woman’s b a m  lying 
away behind another man’s house. Glenbush. in Altarichard 
td., farmers still held "field about", and "rúndale'' still 
existed on the hill there.

Aldorough (5). Miss Murray, aged 72, said that the mountain 
of the "town" used to be "rúndale grazing", but the land
lord formerly confiscated the grazing rights, because the 
tenants could not agree, and were always squabbling.
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Irish Omerbane (6). Mr. McNeill, aged 80 years, showed 
me strips of arable In the townland 3tlll in “rúndale", 
with only grass ridges for divisions. He liad lived 
in the cluster for the past 50 years and never 
remembered seeing any more. The hills were still 
“rúndale grazing". He once heard a native of the town, 
who was a hundred years old at the time, say that even 
the arable land above the houses was formerly all a 
“rúndale" before they broke it in for cultivation, and 
fenced it off.

Glenravel Valley
Cargan (7). Mr. Dan Connolly, aged 80 years, said there 

used to be “rúndale" on the mountain In his father's time. 
The whole brae was grazed in common and the present 
ditches were only made when hi3 father was alive; before 
that the arable consisted of a few patches about the 
house. They still held in “rúndale" on the mountain 
the whole way along the Camcormick brae, and on the 
arable In Blaugh (Eaishnabfcay td.) where nothing but 
rib3 or margins of earth divide the fields, which are 
held field about the whole way from the river to the 
hill grazing.

Knookanully (7). Mr. McAleese, aged 65 years, knew 
"'rundale“ as mountain land grazed In “sums“. All the 
“out mountain“ and some of the grazing parts in the town- 
land were still held like that. Some “rúndale“ survived 
on the arable in Blaugh, consisting of fields unfenced, 
and intermixed accoi'ding to the different soil qualities,

Islandstown (9). Mr. McVitty, aged 70 years, heard of 
ttrundale“ in Blaugh, but knew of no tradition in his own 
locality. There was formerly a large cluster on the 
site of the present houses, consisting of weaving 
cotters and three or four farmers. The holdings were 
mixed up in his father's time, but not in “rúndale“.

Maine Valley and Long Mountain Regions.
Frosso3 (10). Mr. Drew, aged 70 years, connected “rundale“ 

with mountain grazing land only, and never heard of it in 
his townland. They used to have a cluster called Big 
Proases, consisting mainly of weaving cotters and four 
or five farmers who had intermixed, but well fenced 
holdings.
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Charlevatown (11). Kir. Delargy, aged 80 years, of 
Killycreen td., looked on "rúndale” as consisting of 
a number of scattered and unenclosed arable rigga.
This was the custom formerly in Charleystown in 
Bellaghy td. But in his time only one piece of this 
"rúndale" survived there, held by the Laws and Quiliana. 
The cattle had to be herded or tethered in the old days. 
He saw the same practice at Magilligan 60 years ago.

Mr. Quillan, aged 70 years, of Charleystown, 
described "rúndale" as a field divided into riggs, each 
person holding so many rigga each, which they held 
"rigg about" (in an intermixed fashion). There were no 
fences or mearings. The riggs were raised (by the
spade) in the form of ridges, the furrows from which 
they took the earth to make the ridges being the only 
division mark. It was like this formerly at Glenbuok, 
where they set the riggs, and then divided them out 
according to the qualities of soil. In Charleys town 
their farm was intermixed still with that of the Laws.
He also heard of "rúndale" at I>unloy and Ballymacaldrlck, 
on the mountain land.

Slaghtataggart (12). Mr. Jordan, aged 85 years, remember
ed the "rúndale" system here. All the farms used to 
consist of Intermixed patches divided by slight "rims" 
of earth. There were continual fights due to the 
tenants at harvest time cutting corn from the edge of 
a neighbour's strip, or to cattle straying into the corn 
patches. This was all done away with when he was about 
3b or 40, each man's holding being made compact.
Formerly too, the rough land was grazed in common, but 
instead of holding "sums" each man had grazing rights 
in proportion to his acreage of arable. The mountain 
at Glenbuck was still held in "sums", and he remembered 
cutting corn there on the "rúndale" ridges in his young 
days.

"Rundale" he informed me, came about by the sub
division of an original farm among sons. This was the 
cause of its origin at Slaghtataggart. The land was
first broken in by a single tenant, who was the father 
of a man who died more than forty years ago at the age 
of 75. This original single farm was then subdivided 
among heirs, who erected additional dwellings to form 
a cluster, subdividing the land In the "rundale" way.
)
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Ballymacaldrick (13). Mr. Leclcy, aged 80 years, of 
Mallaboy cluster, said that the only "rundale" they 
had was on the mountain. All the hill grazing of the 
townland was held in "sums". He also heard of 
"morrowdale", which was the way they had of working to 
each other’s fields. There was "rundale" at a time In 
the arable of Glenbuck. He worked there as a plough
man 60 years ago for one of the Quillans, and found it 
very confusing for he had to plough three riggs, miss 
throe, and then plough the following three. He 
remembered the 3ame practice between two farms in 
Tullaghans townland, but now one has been bought out, 
and the old mearings removed.

Craigs Upper (14). Mr. Donnelly, aged 85 years, said 
that all the mountain In the townland was grazed in 
“rundale". He used to hear the old folk talk of rundale 
on the arable, but he himself always remembered the 
striped farms of to-day. The clusters in the townland 
were people)by weaving cotters and a few farmers.

The Bann Valley Region.
Kanes town (15). Mr. Kane, aged 70 years, remembered that 

all” the land of the town was in "rúndale'* 70 years ago, 
but was gradually consolidated in later years. The 
"rúndale", or rough land along the river edge, was held 
in "sums" and grazed in common. The "inland" was 
cultivated in such a way that the holdings were in 
intermixed patches separated by mearings. The cluster 
has survived.

Maizestown (16). Mr. Donnelly, aged 50, said that they 
liad * rúndale" in the town 80 years ago. He heard his 
grandfather speak of it. Along the river and in the 
cut-out moss they grazed in common, each according to 
his acreage of "inland", which was the good land about 
the houses. They had also "ingrazing" near the cluster, 
and "outgrazing" away by the river.

Garvaghy (17). Mr. McKenna, aged 75, knew of "rundale" 
in this townland where he used to have a farm. The 
holdings were still pretty Intermixed, and on the Black 
Hill the only divisions they hftd between the fields were 
mearings. On the rough ground they still grazed in 
common according to their acreage of arable. It was a 
very bothersome way of working becauae they had to tether 
the animals. Some of these "rúndales" have been fenced 
off of late.
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Mrs. Clarke, aged 95, of Dysartstown, in this town- 
land, said that formerly the whole tov/n was held in 
“rúndale'*, both in the rough grazing on the hill, where 
there was a stint according to their acreages of 
“inland", and on the arable, where the strips were 
intermixed and unenclosed. Then the “straight marches" 
came, over 70 years ago, giving each man his farm in 
one stripe. She remembered herding when she wa3 young, 
before the farms were consolidated. The same system was 
carried on in McCloskeystown, and the Mcllvennas and 
Donnellys still held several fields in this way.

Originally all the holders in Dysartstown were 
Dysarts - she was the last Dysart herself. According 
to tradition they came from Fifeshire in Scotland 
roughly 200 years ago. Only one house waa erected at 
first, and this was still standing. Her grandfather, 
who was 9 days old at the time of the "call out" (1798) 
was b o m  in it. At first all the sons lived in the 
original steading, but another dwelling was subsequently 
added, and then two more in order as the sons married. 
This process continued until eventually in her time 
there were six families in the cluster. In 
McCloskeystown, there were nine dwellers, three of whom 
were also Dysarts.

Connaughtligger (Sllevenagh td.) (18). A farmer, aged 
50, knew or a few surviving strips of "rúndale" in the 
town, These consisted of very good "inland", which had 
never been consolidated. A  few also remained 
immediately north of Portglenone.

Killyless (19). Mr. Johnston, aged 45, often heard his 
mother speak of "rúndale". She had to herd when she 
was a girl in the rough grazing land, which had since 
become good arable. At that time they all held "field 
about". The cluater still survived though the farms 
were greatly consolidated.

Skerdan (Jfiiikiltagh td.) (2$). Mr. McKibbin, aged 50, 
said there used to be a great deal of "rúndale" until 
Mr. McKeill the agent did away with it 40 or 50 years 
ago.

Mr. McKibbin senr., aged 89, recorded that the whole 
district had "rundale" in his time. He had to herd as 
a boy, and remembered the "straight marches" being built. 
Before this there had been hardly a fence and the cattle 
grazed In oommon. On the site of his own house there
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were once three, while In Grannystown there were formerly 
three farms held together in "rúndale“. At Craigs near 
Cullybackey there were once three brothers who held 
"field about", with only "rúndale" mearings separating 
the patches. These were consolidated under the 1870 
or 1880 Land Act.

Gortfad (21). Mr. McErlane, aged 70, said that 30 or 40
years ago his farm was held by three parties (in an 
unenclosed state) in "rúndale". Bracknamuckley still 
had a few pieces of "rúndale" left.

Gortgole (22). Mr. O'Neill, aged 47, said they still liad 
Brrun3ale" consisting of intermixed patches and balks.
Herding and tethering were common practice until recently.

Gortereghy (23). Mr. O'Neill also knew of former "rúndale" 
patches in this town, though the intermixed holdings had 
been thrown into one farm.

Mr. Holden, aged 79, used to hold "rúndale" land 
with his brothers; the small fields and balks still 
remain. He knew of "rúndale" still continued on 
Gortereghy Hill by the Neills, who inhabit a little cluster.

Klllycoogan (24). Mr. David McKeown, aged 35, knew of 
rúndale, and heard old tales of former big clusters in 
the townland, called by the old folk Adams town, Bartleystown 
and McClogheystown, which had from 7 to 10 dwellers in 
each. All trace of these was now gone.

Gortgole (25). Mr. Wilson Sibbet said that "rúndale" dated 
from the time of the landlords, who allowed the tenants 
to subdivide holdings among sons and daughters, giving 
them each so many riggs in each field of the original 
farm; the "buying out" of 40 or 50 years ago did away 
with much of this. Some of the old strips and balks 
remained near Portglenone on land that was never bought 
out. The cluster dwellers of Gortgole still had "rúndales", 
but nothing like the number they held ten years ago in 
Perristown (or Perrystown as the Ordnance Surveyors 
miscalled it). In the same townland of Gortgole he knew 
of a former group of three houses where there had been 
"rúndale", and of a further cluster -now entirely gone - 
which he heard the old inhabitants call Sibbetstown.

All these little "rúndale" groups paid their rents 
jointly, appointing representatives to deal with the 
landlords.

#*•
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Tamlaght (26). Mr. Robertson, aged 89 or 90, said that 
formerly they had “rúndale1’ land on their farm, which 
was settled by a cluster of 16 families. There were 
several cottier families who owned each a few rigga 
of the “dale“ for potatoes; the farmers were mostly 
Robertsons who held their fields intermixed without 
fences. This system had its origin in the subdivision 
of the farm, by his grandfather, among his sons. The 
farm originally belonged to his great-grandfather, a 
Stewart, and subsequently by marriage to his grandfather, 
who subdivided. The farm has since been consolidated 
again, five of his brothers having gone to America.

Preen (27). Mr. Treanor, aged 75, of Movanagher, Co. 
Derry, remembered seeing “rúndale” across in Antrim, 
in Gortereghy and Dreen townlanda.

Klllymaddy: (28). Mr. McDonald, aged 77, of Drummell 
townland in Co. Derry, knew of “rúndale“ fields across 
the Bann in Killymaddy and Glengad, where there were no 
enclosures. He remembered seeing one meadow held by 
five people.
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APPENDIX BI.

Traditions of “Rúndale” from County Londonderry

The North-We3t Sperrln Region
Alta ¿honey td. (1). Mr. B. McLaughlin, aged 65 years, of 

Kilgore, remembered '‘rúndale” at Altaghoney. There were 
no fences and the County road had not been built at the 
time. Some "rúndale” still exists In the townland 
between two farms which hold almost "field about".

Mr. Hugh Devine, aged 75 years, understood the terip 
"rúndale" and knew of Its persistence In the townland 
of Altaghoney, where two or three farmers held pieces of 
fields In this way, at a distance from their dwellings 
which were grouped together. Formerly a cluster of 
houses, the owners of which held in "rúndale", occupied 
this site; the houses have since been removed to 
dispersed sites. Fences of any kind were entirely 
absent in this part of the townland long ago, but the 
land commissioners carried out considerable enclosure 
and consolidated the intermixed farms into compact 
stripes, except in the case mentioned.

Altinure td. (2). Mr. McBride, aged 70 years, said that 
ftrúndale" was once common in the townland. Relic fields 
held in this manner, persisted in Altinure, Dreen and in 
much of the country about Dungiven. He heard it said 
that much of the land formerly held in "rúndale" was 
"straightened" as a result of the Land Acts of 1870 and 
1880.

Mr. J. Smith, aged 70 years, of Teenagh, informed me 
of existing "rúndale" strips in Altinure and Dunady. 
"Rúndale", he recorded, resulted from the sub-division 
of a compact farm among son3. Frequently a cluster arose 
due to this process; the one, which existed long ago in 
Tereighter, where five families of the Magowans were 
grouped together is an instance.

Ballydonegan td. (3). Mr. McCullough, aged 40 years, 
thought the word "rúndale" applied to the manner of 
holding "field about" in Ballydonegan.

Mr. James McBride, aged 50 years, of Tereighter, 
heard that in former times Ballydonegan was all a "rúndale"



until the landlord partitioned the land. He heard the 
old folk speak of this consolidating process many years 
ago.

Mr. Halliday of the same townland, aged 50 years, 
said that the word "rúndale" was well known throughout 
the district and applied to a scheme which years ago was 
frequent in the townland. He heard from the old folk - 
especially from a man who died 35 years ago, at the age 
of 85 years - of “rúndale" holdings in Ballydonegan.
This practice resulted from the 3ub-division of farms 
among sons. One case i3 known in this townland of a 
man who divided between two sons, one a tailor, the other 
a farmer. Because the former had a trade he was given 
rigg less in the partition. The cluster of Ballydonegan 
which consists of ten dwellings had in former times a 
total of more than forty homesteads.

Bovevagh td. (4 ) .  Mr. Henry Gormley, aged 85 years, of 
WHTaTlobare Upper in this townland, knew of the old 
system of “running-dale" which used to be carried on in 
the district. He remembered seeing it in operation in 
his young days all over "Blaokfalls" and "Whistlabare" as 
well as in "Gortnahey". It was common at that time to 
see a field of an acre held by three or four people and 
partitioned only by "mándale balks" or "mearings". The 
cattle had to be tethered with what they call "branka" 
to prevent trespassing. The people nearly all lived in 
clusters at that period. He remembered five dwellers in 
particular living under his own roof, while three families 
of the Connollys have remained in the cluster of "Lowor 
Whistlebare".

The whole townland of Bovevagh was Churchland and was 
never bought out by the tenants - hence the long 
persistence of "rúndale" features.

Bovlel td. (5). Mrs. Mullan, aged 60 years, understood 
the term "runningdale", which they still applied to the 
"field about" manner of holding throughout the townland. 
The term was used in a similar way in Carn, Cluntygeeragh 
and Hillhead, and all along the Benady glenside.

Ballyrory td. (6). Mr. Patrick Deeny, aged 86 years, heard 
many traditions from his father, who was 106 years old 
when he died in 1927. In his father’s day "rúndale" was 
a universal custom in the district. He often told of a 
cluster below the road, containing nine or ten families
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who held gardens and bit3 of fields in a haphazard 
fashion. There were no fences and cows were continually 
trespassing on neighbours' patches, so that fights were 
common in the community due to land greedy tenants 
transgressing on neighbouring plots. Everyone lived 
in villages at that time, but when the farms were 
redistributed new houses were set up, and the people were 
forced to vacate the clusters. Those who were allowed 
to remain often had to help in the construction of houses 
for the migrants. He heard his father apeak of another 
village, Far Ballyrory, where twelve families used to 
reside, while in Gortscreaghan td., a further group of ten 
families, including three of the Kanes, two Feeneys as 
well as Doghertys and Deacons, was remembered. It was 
the landlord who was responsible for the breaking up and 
the redistribution of the lands belonging to these villages; 
this was carried out when his father was 25 or 30 years old. 
The cluster which was formerly situated in Learmount 
demesne In Lear td. had a similar fate; he heard it 3aid 
that the landlord took possession and migrated the tenants 
to Meeny, where they broke in virgin land from the hillside. 
The old McLaughlin stock, which belonged to this cluster, 
is still scattered over Meeney Hill.

Nearly every townland had a village or two In the 
old days. One he heard of was called "Gllky“, which was 
noted for its joyous nights of dancing and calleying. 
Another was situated along the roadside in Tullintraln td., 
where many of the fields, which were held In “rundale", 
were hardly broad enough to tether a cow.

Carn td. (7). Mr. Fat. Kane of Lower earn, aged 80 years, 
remembered the old sub-divisions of the "rundale" system.
He recalled the intermixed strips and the cluster of 
tenants, for the moat part Kanes and Oloskeya, in Carn td. 
His father and brothers were all partners In a joint lease, 
and chose one member to be responsible for the rent to the 
landlord.

Mr. John Kealey, aged 66 years, of Upper Carn, often 
heard the old people talk of 'Sunning dale”, which was 
operative at a time in Teoavan td. Only two houses have 
remained in Upper Carn cluster, where 50 years ago there 
were 13. The mountain was no longer shared in “sums'*, 
but in his young days this was the common practice.

Camanbane (8). Mr. Pat. Gomiley, aged 67 years, recorded 
Ehat tfie whole townland had been held In “rundale“ long 
before his time, before the farms were “straightened".
The former cluster has since been demolished.
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Carnanreagh (9). Mr. James Devine knew of some land along 
the Upper brae in this townland which was still held in 
“rúndale" between two brothers. Some of the corn and 
potatoes fields of Altaghonoy td., consisting of narrow 
unenclosed strips, were held in the same fashion. Hla 
own dwelling house., he heard, was formerly the site of a 
considerable “clachan“ ; the old ruins could still be seen 
when he first came there as a boy.

Mr. R. Nicholson, aged 75 years, of Carnanreagh, 
reported that mo3t of the townland consisted of new land, 
which had been broken in from the bog, for the most part 
in his grandfather’s time.

Cluntygeeragh (10). Mr. McCloskey, aged 68 years, heard 
or “rúndale11 throughout the townland in former times.
The old people often spoke of the unenclosed strips of 
arable which were held in the intermixed manner typical 
of “rúndale1*. He showed me meadow land, now partitioned 
by straight marches, but still marked by traces of the 
old riggs which ran in all directions according to the 
slope. Formerly the landlord was a Mr. Ogilby, followed 
by the Skinners Co., which was responsible, he believed, 
for striping and enclosing the farms of the townland.
There is a tradition in Cluntygeeragh that it was a horse, 
tethered on a “rúndale“ patch, which was responsible for 
killing the last wolf in the district.

Some “rúndale“ strips persisted in several farms; 
he knew of two other striped farms, which he heard had 
been a single farm held in common formerly by four brothers.

Corrick td., is said to have been held in "rúndale“ 
long ago.

Dreen td. (11)* Mr. McAlaine of Feeney Upper, understood 
the 'term “rúndale“. He never knew of its existence in 
Feeney, but in Dreen and all above Dungiven it was common.

Drumslieve td. (12). Mr* Mulherne, aged 70 years, said they *
still held in "rúndale” or “field about" in this townland. 
The farms were extremely intermixed, though the fields were 
largely fenced off now. In Drums lleve cluster there were 
still five dwellers; formerly, he heard, there was a total 
of 37 occupants. In his own time ho remembered each 
family of the group having to herd much of the time on the 
"rúndales“. The same custom obtained in former times in 
Ballydonegan, Tamnyhagan and Mullaghash townlands.
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Kilgort td. (13). Mr. McLaughlin, aged 65 years, recorded 
that “rúndale" was the custom of his grandfather’s time - 
ho died 25 yeara ago at the age of 84 - until the land
lord Beresford consolidated the farms; this occurred in 
his father’s early days. He himself remembered a great 
deal of "rúndale,f in Altaghoney.

In Kilgort td., a cluster - locally called a "nest" - 
of 20 dwellers is supposed to have existed. He heard of 
this, as well as all the former family names, from his 
grandfather. Only a few ruins survive and much of these 
have gone to fence the surrounding farms. This Kilgort 
cluster according to tradition was called the “Borobig".
A similar “clachan“ existed at Meeney where “rúndale" was 
an equally predominant feature. Some of the “rúndale" 
strips have persisted In Loughtilube townland, where three 
or four small fields measuring less than half an acre 
each, are held in this way.

Kllcroen td. (14). Mr. Lynch, aged 75 years, believed that 
“rúndale" meant holding land “field about“. He heard of 
its former existence in this townland from his father who 
remembered it.

Lenamore td. (15). Mr. Boyle, aged 80 years, saw “rúndale" 
features years ago when he worked in Myroe, where they 
had nothing between their fields but grass patches or 
“roddens". This was particularly common in Gorndale 
townland in the same district.

Lenamore td. was entirely a common 200 years ago.
The intermixed “rúndale" strips were consolidated during 
the 1880’s though the mountain land shared in “sums" has 
persisted. As in the neighbouring townlands of Gortgarn, 
Derryork and Gortnagross, one “sum“ Is equal to the grazing 
of a three year old sheep and its lamb, while a three year 
old or a young horse has been equated to three “sums". 
Ballymacalllon td., which has been in the possession of 
the Boyles since 1715 was often referred to by the old folk 
as Ballyboyle; there were once said to be 30 Boyles in 
the whole of the townland. On the site of his own house 
there used to be a cluster - he remembered three families 
himself - which grew up through the practice of sub
division. He also heard of several related families 
holding in “rúndale" formerly. They lived together in 
one house using the same hearth; but as they could not 
agree it was no uncommon sight to see several little fires 
burning on the one hearth.
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Loughtllube td. (16). Mr. Jim O’Kane, aged 68 years, of 
T ir e ighter~~td., heard of "rúndale“ in connection with 
Loughdilube td., where two holders living at Crockmore 
continued to hold in "rúndale".

Mr. Burke, aged 40 years, of Lear td., informed me 
that Conway and Forest of Loughtilube held unenclosed 
"rúndale" strips which they were contrary to sell. Only 
good neighbourhood kept them out of trouble. Some 
relic strips also remained in Dunady td., while in Lear 
td., the "out-mountain" was held in "sums".

Ling td. (17). Mr. Pat. Loughry, aged 90 years, said that 
though “rúndale" existed a long time ago it was not the 
general practice in his own time. He remembered a 
“clachan" of seven families on his own farm 60 years ago, 
but consolidation of the farms eventually broke up the 
cluster.

Lisbun td. (18). Mr. Bradley, aged 50 years, said that
sma fields of less than a quarter of an acre continued 
in “rundale" in Far-town, while the remainder of the 
townland, though enclosed, was still very much intermixed.

Streeve td. (19). Mr. Halliday said that due to the sub- 
STvlsion of an original single farm many of the fields 
were held in "rundale" in this townland.
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The North-West Sperrln Region (Llmavady)
Ballycarton td. (1). Mr. Kane, aged 60 years, of

Stra&reagh townland informed me that the McIntyres of 
Ballycarton held considerable areas of what they 
considered very bad '‘dale" land.

Mr. McIntyre, aged 50 years, of Upper Ballycarton, 
said that they still worked their part of the townland 
in the '‘rúndale1* way with his uncle. The mountain land 
was shared in "sums" and grazed in common, while the 
arable consisted of “rúndale" patches, greatly intermixed, 
with numerous rights of way leading through the strips,
His garden, for instance, lay at the back of another man's 
house. On the site of his own dwelling he remembered 
six families formerly, and in his young days he heard of 
his father levelling the old “rúndale" mearlngs in the 
present fields, which were at that time sub-divided 
between the "clachan" dwellers.

Lower Ballycarton, according to an old woman who died 
20 years ago at the age of 70 years, had another cluster 
of more than 30 dwellings; nothing remains of this site.

Ballylelghery td. (2). Mr. Wip. McLaughlin, aged 84 years, 
or this townland was acquainted with “rúndale" on the 
arable. In Duncrurn, three holders formerly owhed their 
land "field about" in this way while Ballylelghery had 
comparable practices. The same features persisted on the 
brae, which was grazed in common and regulated in "sums" 
between three brothers. He often heard the old folk 
talk of "clachans" which have long since disappeared.
There was one In Ballyleighery, on the "Curragh Rd.% 
called the "Pool", and another known as the "Limestone", 
while in Oughtmoyle another, traditionally named the 
"City", has been long since removed. Most of these were 
cottier villages, which were Inhabited by a few large 
farmers only; the cottiers wove in winter and helped the 
farmers in the summer.

Ballymacran and crindie (3). Mr. Henry, aged 50 years, of 
Ballyhenry, recorded that "rúndale" continued on the good 
sandy soil of Crlndle. It consisted of 13¿- acres 
partitioned among six intermixed holders, resulting in 
minute "dales" of less than half a rood at times; he 
himself ploughed in it until the last war. The persistence
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oi' this "rúndale” on the sandy alluvium of the district 
was related to the fertility of the 3 0 II, which was 
especially suited for growing potatoes.

"Rúndale" features persisted to a lesser degree in 
Ballymacran, where he knew of a case of a man driving 
through a neighbour's "in-field" yearly to preserve the 
right of way.

Abo\it the Roe estuary in Carrowmuddle townland 
"rúndale" stretches were extensive, herding on the strips 
being necessary in the after season. Ke never heard of 
"rúndale" in Ballyhenry, but in Ballycarton the McIntyres 
were continually involved in law suits due to its 
persistence.

Mr. Hugh McLaughlin of Shanvey, aged 70 years, knew 
of the existence of "rúndale" features in many parts of 
Orindie and Carrowclare townlands.

Ballyrisk td. (4). Mr. Mullan, aged 40 years, never heard 
" the term '"rúndale", but he recorded that all the farms of 
the townland were greatly intermixed because of the old 
practice of sub-dividing among sons. The cluster from 
which his father came to live in the present isolated 
dwelling has remained, though greatly reduced in size.
The "out-mountains" of the district were still shared In 
" siims".

Carrydoo td. (5). Mr. Loughead, aged 55 years, only heard 
of "rúndale" since coming to live in Bolea 20 years ago, 
though in this district the farm3 were mostly consolidated 
a long time ago. When he took over much of Carrydoo 
townland he found a ruined cluster there, which according 
to tradition had once a population of six or 3even families.

Duncrun td. (6). Mr. Hugh McLaughlin of Shanvoy, aged 70 
years, knew of three portions of unfenced "rúndales" in 
Duncrun townland. What they called "mean grazing" or 
grazing in common also persisted on a piece of rough 
grazing land. Formerly they had 30 many "sums" each on 
the mountain, but the landlord took this right of grazing 
away from them.

ICeady td. (7). Mrs. Allen, aged 76 years, of Carrydoo, 
often heard of "rúndale" during her young days in Keady 
townland, where minute patches separated by hardly 
discernable balks were scattered about promiscuously, 3 0  
that cows in the after season had to be tethered. The 
people lived in a cluster of five or six farmsteads at that 
time.
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Mr, David Harkness, aged 89 years, of Caherty, never 
heard of "rúndale" in hi3 own townland, but knew of it in 
connection with Keady 60 years or more ago. Here, when 
they were cutting corn it invariably happened that the 
wind blew the sheaves on to neighbours' patches, so that 
ownership was frequently contested. This was a result 
of the intermixed and unenclosed nature of the fields 
so typical of "rúndale". The hill3, especially the 
out-mountains, were still held in "sums" throughout 
this district.

Mr. W. Boyd, aged 80 years, said he owned the half 
town of Keady, which had been bought at the time of Lord 
Waterford. A Mr# Jackson owned the other half. There 
used to be "rúndale" with a great intermixture of strips, 
divided by mearings, on both portions, held by six or 
seven McAllisters who lived in the cluster of Far Keady,
Mow they were all gone. About 60 years ago Jackson, 
objecting to "rúndale", wrote to the Land Commission.
The latter reconstructed the whole layout of that part 
of the townland, striping the farms by means of "straight 
marches" running up the hillside.

Iillhoyle (8). Mr. Michael Devine, aged 66, of Upper 
Drumaurn, knew of "rúndale" in Kilhoyle up to 40 years 
ago, when three holdings were "striped" by swaps. There 
was "dale" also until 60 years ago in several of the farms 
of Moneyquiggy.

Mr. P. Devlin, aged 67, knew of "rúndale" still on 
the hills of Kilhoyle, Upper Drumsurn, Gortgarn, Derryork 
and Gortnagrosa, where shareholders grazed the "mean 
mountain" in common. It existed on some of the arable 
in Kilhoyle, but these "rúndala" farms were straightened 
in his own time.

Mullan (9). Mr. Cassey, aged 50, who owns the whole town- 
land, said there used to be a cluster of ten related 
families about a hundred years ago on the site of his 
single house. He knew the meaning of rúndale on the 
arable and mountain, but never heard it talked of in his 
townland. The ten families formerly held "field about", 
in his grandfather's time, but they had fences and ditches. 
The Casseys have been in the townland 3lnce the 1600s, 
and came originally from Scotland.
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Shanvey (10). Mr. Hugh McLaughlin, aged 70, said there 
were still 18 acres of ‘•rúndale" along the River Roe, 
held by 4 people in mixed little divisions, some not 
more than a few riggs wide. They used to be laboured 
but now mainly grazed. Every holder had so many 
"sums" each. The only divisions were little "margins" 
or "mearings".

Mr. Rogers, aged 70, of Moneveny townland, said 
they still had scattered bits of "rúndale" at Ballycarton 
and Shanvey. In the latter the "rúndale" lay along the 
Roe, where there were strips without fences. These 
used to be always cultivated. He also heard it said 
that formerly there had been a little "town" up 
Moneyveny lane. This lane was still called "the wee 
town road".

Stradroagh (11). Mr. Archiband, aged 60, said they still 
had "rúndale" grazing in the townland. They had "in 
grass" for 11 cows, held by four people according to 
their acreage on the arable. Cattle were grazed here 
for half a day, and then taken to the mountain.

"Rúndale" on the arable was the whole topic in his 
father’s time; his father died 30 years ago at the age 
of 86. He heard him say that there was formerly a 
cluster of nine houses down the Stradreagh Lane. There 
was still some "rúndale" on his own farm until recently, 
between himself and his brother. They held field about 
up the "straight march". It was said locally that the 
two farms "ran in dale". The landlord had been Lord 
Waterford and before him The London Company.

The former teacher of Bolea School knew of the 
existence of "rúndale" long ago at Stradreagh. He heard 
it said that this was caused by the landlord dividing the 
land between several holders, each of whom had a run of 
the dale, i.e., the right to graze so many beasts on the 
grazing which was in common. The land chosen to be 
tilled was then divided up into strips, separated by 
mearings or cultivated in common, the proceeds being 
shared according to the contribution of seed.

Mr. Harlan, aged 94, of Stradreagh, knew of rúndale 
in his time, only in Stradreagh and Shanvey townlanda, 
and on McIntyre’s Brae in Ballycarton. In the latter it 
used to be worse than now because the population was great 
er, and the fields were so small-that they had to be 
laboured with the spade. He heard of an old cluster on
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the borders of Stradreagh and Largantes from his grand
father. There was a school house here, and the 
Schoolmaster was boarded a week in every house. There 
used to be another school in Stradreagh Lane.

Terrydoo Clyde (12). Mr» J. Boyd, aged 76, knew •‘rúndale” 
as common land held in '’sums''. It was like that on all 
the "out mountains” of the neighbouring townlands; the 
"in mountain” or ”in grass” had been long marched off 
in stripes. There were three families in Terrydoo 
cluster, one of which still had the old name of Clyde. 
Formerly, before his time, there had been seven or eight 
families on the site. The land on the arable used to 
"run in dale” long ago; when a man divided a farm among 
sons each was given a bit of different qualities of soil.

Drutnralghland (13). Mr» Glendinning, aged 70, knew the 
meaning of "running dale”. They used to have only one 
piece of rough grazing like that between two farms.
One farmer grazed one side one year and the other the 
next. Most of the "rúndale” had died out by his time,
' but he often heard the old folk talk of it. There was 
still some "rúndale” on the mountain in the townlands 
about Derryork. Formerly there was a big cluster in 
his own townland; now he has come into possession of 
all the former dwellings. He heard that the cluster 
owed its growth to the sub-division of farms between 
sons. One took over the kitchen another the room and 
another the barns, while the other outhouses were usually 
allocated house about. He heard the old folk talk of 
the great fights and litigations which were carried on, 
formerly.

The Moyes (14). Mr. W.J. Simpson, over 70 years of age, 
knew of "running dale” which existed before his time.
He did not think it belonged to his father's time either. 
His brother, who was also over 70, knew of "running dale” 
in his own time in Bovevagh townland. He used to plough 
over there, and the fields were so small that he could 
only plough the furrows in one direction. There were no 
fences, but instead, the strips were separated by margins 
or mearings. "Running dale” strips used to exist in 
The Moyes, but one man bought out the whole farm and took 
the mearings out.
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APPENDIX B.III.

Eastern Sperrln Region, Co.Londonderry

Altlbrlan td. (1). A woman of 50 said that formerly a 
cluster of 20 families existed; only four or five of 
these remained. Some of them held farms, but the 
majority were cottars who wove linen and worked on the 
land. She knew of "rúndale” not on the arable, but on 
the mountain.

Altikeeragh mountain was held in "sums” like this.
Altikeeragh td. (2). Mr. McCullough, aged 70, understood 

the word "rúndale”, and associated it with the mountain 
in Altikeeragh townland, where "suras” were held in 
propottion to the arable area. There was a cluster 
of 26 families in Altibrian formerly, most of the 
inhabitants being weavers.

Mr. Patrick McNamee knew "rúndale” as the "sums" 
on Altikeeragh and Ballyftacket Lisawllling. He knew 
of none on the arable, as all the farm3 were compact.
There were formerly two clusters in Altikeeragh, the 
inhabitants of which were hand-loom weavers.

Ballyhacket Glenahorry (3). Mrs. Hyndman, aged 55, of 
Ballyhacket "Glenahorry, which is still a cluster of five 
families, knew of fields near houses called "the double 
dales”. "Rúndale” was the practice in former times, 
when "mearings separated the patches instead of fences.
Her grandmother, who was born about 1800, remembered it 
before it was swept away after the famine, emigration 
facilitating the enlargement of the former intermixed 
holdings into consolidated farms. Sir Harvey Bruce 
also did much to make the farms more compact on his 
portion of the Clothworkers1 Estate. The mountain 
belonging to the townland was still regulated by 
"soumlng". Rúndale also existed once In Far Ballyhacket. 
Her own family, the Hyndman3, came originally to the 
townland, together with the Cochranes, Dunlopo and 
Finlays, In the 1700’s from the Highlands of Scotland.
A great number of Irish tenants was already settled there 
on their arrival, but gradually the newcomers acquired 
all the land, and the natives became cottars.
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Coolnft3illagh td. (4). Mr» Taggart of Carrowbane quarter 
said that they used to rave "rúndale11 on the mountain, 
with "sums" to regulate the grazing. Latterly the 
mountain had been divided. There had once been a 
cluster at Carrowbane, where now there were only two 
dwellers. He remembered five families, who held their 
fields all mixed up. It was a native Irish custom to 
divide tovmlands into "quarters", with "quarter ditches" 
to divide them off. Coolnaslllagh was formerly 
divided like that.

Ballyrogan townland (5). Mrs. Dogherty, aged 87, said 
that "rundaleir"existed in the townland during her life 
time, but was done away with about 70 years ago by 
mutual agreement, the tenants swapping, and some selling 
out to go to America. The farms at that time were all 
intermixed, with a rigg or two here and a few in some 
other part of the arable. There was "running dale" 
everywhere with hardly a fence in the townland. They 
themselves held "field about" with the other Doghertys. 
This came about by her grandfather dividing his farm 
between three sons. They all lived in the cluster but 
only two remained now of the four former Dogherty 
families. The meadows had nothing but "rits" dividing 
them; some "rúndale" has persisted on the meadows lying 
on the overcut bog, where one man, a newcomer, holds 
four patches mixed up with other people, because his 
farm was formerly held by four families of the Connells, 
all of whom died of the "decline".

The present cluster had formerly as many as 80 
inhabitants, according to tradition. These belonged 
to families of the Hagans, Connells and Doghertys, who 
lived In three different groups within the cluster.
The rent was a joint one, each holder of land contribut
ing his share.

Cah townland (6). Mrs. McDowell, aged 70 years, said that *
Cah hill was formerly a rough grazing held in "rúndale"; 
all the "sums" were now owned by one man. Formerly 
the meadows were also in "rúndale" and were partitioned 
off by divisions called "rits". These were held by four 
people who changed or rotated their patches every year, 
so that after every four years each holder had been in 
occupation of every quality of meadow. This was called 
"morrowingdale", meaning the change of the dale, A 
number of years ago these were fenced off and consolidated 
by buying and swapping among the owners. She herself
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remembered the little divisions throughout the townland 
and often heard them spoken of before her time when 
there was hardly a fence throughout the district. They 
used to have "rúndale" and "morrowingdale" in Tamnymore 
meadows, but the new generations there were not 
acquainted with the term.

The cluster, called Scotch Cah, which now consists 
of three dwellers only, had seven or eight families in 
former times.

Forty years or so ago it was the custom to send 
the beasts to a herd on the "out-mountain'1 but this has 
also died out.

Mayboy townland (7). Mr. Doherty, aged 70 years, said that 
^rúndale"dated back before his time to this townland, 
though the meadows were still held without divisions in 
the same way.

Mr. V/oods, aged 80 years, recorded that "rúndale" 
belonged to the period of a century or so ago. The local 
name of "running-mearings" was applied to the former 
system. "Rúndale" still persisted on the meadows where 
each of four holders in the cluster held two dales of 
differing quality. The word "morrowdale" was still 
in use in the district and implied any kind of mutual 
aid, like combining for the spring ploughing.

Ballynacally townland (8). An old man, 90 years of age, 
knew "rúndale,r as the custom of grazing the mountains 
in "sums". Formerly the people of Ballynacally rented 
"sums" on Freugh, a mountain townland, until the landlords 
sold out their land 50 or 60 years ago. The farms about 
the "clachans", he said, were still intermixed but not as 
badly as 30 years ago. He remembered a number of "towns" 
or "clusters" throughout the district in bygone times. 
Ballynacally Beg has 20 or 30 families though only two 
remained. Emigration facilitated the scattering of the 
former dense nucleations.

Cam townland (8). Mr. Samuel McAfee, aged 80 years, used to 
have ^rúndale" on his farm in Upper Cam, 50 years ago, the 
land having been held "field about" between three brothers. 
The meadows were similarly circumstanced. The inter
mixture was arranged in accordance with varying soil 
qualities. In addition he heard his grandfather, who 
died 65 years ago at the age of 88, speak of a time In his 
young days when no fences existed between the arable patches, 
which were partitioned merely by "mearings" or grassy ribs.
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The stock had to be herded, therefore, throughout the 
townland, which in this case he thought was Ballyvennox. 
The custom of renting "sums'* no longer applied on Cam 
mountain, and had mostly died out on the various 
mountains on this eastern side of the Sperrlns. He 
himself used to send cattle to Terrydoo mountain to a 
grazier there, paying a fixed sum per head for the 
services of herding and rights of grazing.

Balllnree3 townland (10). Mr* Hagan informed me that 
relic "rúndale" fields persisted in the townland. The 
better arable land was sub-divided into numerous little 
strips or dales separated by “balks" or "mearings". &
century or so ago there were two "olachans" in the town- 
land, the names of which, Compaw, and "Over the Goat" 
have been perpetuated by tradition.

Lianascreghog townland (11). Mr. Dan Heggarty, aged 83 
years, knew "rúndale" as the "field about system"; it 
existed in the townland until recent years. in "fÜ-ie town- 
lands of Ballylame, Brockagh Boy and Coolcoscrea^mn still 
possessed "mean mountains", which were regulated in the 
"rúndale" way by "sums". In Slaghtneill townland they 
still adhered to the "rúndale" custom possessing "sums'* 
on the hill grazing and intermixed, undivided, patches of 
meadow. The same custom obtained in former times in 
Tamnyrankin and Largagh townlands but this has been done 
away with latterly.

Corlecky townland (12). Mr. Peter McNamee, aged 85 years, 
informed me Ühat "rúndale" had been the practice In 
Corlecky, Ballyheige and Slaghtneill until 70 years ago, 
when "striping" of the arable abolished the existing 
features.

TIrkane townland (13). Mr. O’Neill, aged 70 years, said 
that no "rúndale" survived on the arable land of this 
townland, though on TIrkane mountain the rights of grazing 
were still shared by 26 holders in proportion to their 
tillage areas. The grazing of a horse was equivalent to 
two "sums", while three sheep and their lambs, three year 
did cattle or one cow, were equated to a single "sum". In 
the neighbouring "clachan" of Mullanstown no mountain land 
was attached, but formerly a tract of rough grazing land, 
held in "rúndale", served the same purpose; this was 
"striped" off several years ago. Considerable inter
mixture was still characteristic on the arable lands.
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Carrowmenagh townland (14). Mr. Cleary, aged 68 years, 
often" heard theold folk discuss "rundale" in the town- 
land. Remnants persisted on a rough piece of undivided 
grazing which was still held In common, while a piece 
of meadow waa partitioned into eight shares, which were 
held by six people without ditches or fences.

Fallowlea townland (15). Mr. Pat. Henry, aged 81 years, 
said that part of the townland was still occupied under 
a joint lease, called the "Ranaghan lease'*, and belonging 
to it were 140 acres which were still entirely worked in 
the "rundale" way. The lessees, he said, still lived 
together in a "clachan" called "Ranaghan More". The 
arable land was a network of undivided patches and strips, 
while areas of rough grazing, shared in "sums", similarly 
survived. This partnership group, unlike the rest of 
the townland, survived the "buying out" of the Ballaghy 
Estate lands of some 30 or 40 years ago by refusing the 
offer of the Land Commission at the time to consolidate 
the various holdings. The adjoining townlands of 
Fallagloon and Eallymock were formerly held in the 3ame 
manner,though "striping" initiated by the landlord 
abolished the system at an early date; others were 
rearranged at the time of the land purchase scheme.



APPENDIX B. IV.

The Bann Valley Region; Co«Londonderry
Glaagort town land. (1). Mr* Mitchell, aged. 75 years,

described the "rúndale” system as an old way of grazing.
Long before hi3 time, he heard the old folks say the 
lowlands about the Bann river consisted of a great grazing 
common, which was shared by the tenants in "sums", 
according to "rúndale1* custom. In summer, when the 
floods had subsided the cattle were brought down to graze 
there, a herd being employed to tend the animals. There 
were no fences throughout this tract.

Then the Ironmongers' Go*, after the first Bann 
Drainage Scheme, which facilitated the utilisation of 
much of this seasonal land for arable and meadows, 
partitioned, enclosed and re-allotted considerable areas, 
allowing portions of each quality to each Individual 
holder. This common grazing land was said to stretch 
for miles all long the alluvial flats of the Bann, and 
was comparable with the "rúndale" grazing flats which 
survived until recently on the Creagh between Lough Beg and 
Lough Neagh.

The "clachan", which still survives in modified form, 
formerly contained twice the present number of families, 
many of whom have since died of T.B., due to overcrowding.

Drumell townland (2). Mr. Dempsy, aged 72 years, recorded 
that the whole townland had been In "rúndale" in his 
father’s time, when the laboured land consisted of greatly 
intermixed strips and patches interspersed with rough 
grazing and bog areas. Balks of raised ribs of earth 
were the only divisions of the townlands, so that cattle 
grazing on the plots had to be herded. The Courts at 
Garvagh, according to tradition, were continually having 
to deal with cases of trespass among the Drumeil tenants.

Across the Bann in Co. Antrim he knew that some 
"rúndale" persisted, and he heard the same practice was 
formerly in vogue from Gla3gort to Moneydig, where hardly 
a fence was at that time In existence. The Drumeil 
tenants at the same period were grouped together in a 
"clachan", but the Ironmonger Co. broke up the community 
and dispersed the people to separate farms and dwellings. 
This, according to tradition, took place over a century ago.
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His own family was moved from the cluster, which had been 
composed mainly of Dempseys, to the present house by the 
roadside.

Mr. McDonald, aged 77 years, described "rúndale” as 
the system whereby the fields of different tenants were 
intermixed, with merely 18” margins between them. The 
entire district used to be held in thi3 manner, so that 
one field might be owned by six people. Herding and 
spanceiling were necessary, while in the former Drumeil 
cluster there was eternal trouble through trespassing 
on neighbours' fields and middens. Because of many 
fights and assaults much of the land was "striped up" 
by the Ironmongers' Go. in the region of 100 years ago.
He also heard his mother say that the former population 
of Glasgort cluster was close on 72 Inhabitants.

Moneygran townland (3). Mr* Hill, aged 40 years, of Whin 
Hill, Moneygran td., said that "rúndale", which consisted 
of intermixed strips partitioned by balks, had been 
common in the district when the people lived by weaving 
mostly, each tenant possessing a few acres of the sub
divided farms. Much of this died out due to emigration 
and ensuing consolidation. Some "rúndales" have 
persisted in Ballynease td., and in the meadows of 
Lislea td.

Llslea townland (4). Mr* Gordon, aged 65 years, often 
heard o í "rúndale" in his young days, when It was the 
practice among the inhabitants of the former "claohan" 
of "Curish"; they held "field about" and had no fences. 
Much of his died out following the "buying out" scheme. 
Lislea townland had some "rúndale" survivals until the 
same period.

Another man of 70 years of age knew of the existence 
of "rúndale" sou til of Claudy village in the direction of 
Gulbane and Ballynease. The same custom prevailed 
formerly in Tyanee td., about the cluster called "Navil".

Drumane tovmland (5). Mr. Joshua Clarke, aged 80 years, 
used to ~hear'”hls father and mother speaking of "rúndale”. 
This came about by a man dividing up a farm among his 
sons so that holdings became a series of intermixed 
patches, necessitating continual herding.

Mast of theso features were abolished in hia father's 
time, when "straight marches" were erected throughout the 
district. Where differences in the quality of land were
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marked, consolidation was more difficult to carry out, 
so that * rúndale11 persisted in isolated patches until 
recent years.

Tyanee townland (6). Mr. Darragh, aged 70 years,
remembered ^rúndale“ at “Navil“ 50 years ago, between 
three or four holders. Some relic strips ware to bo 
seen until recently in the townland, while at Tamlaght 
and Inishrush some patches have survived.

Innlshrush townland (7). Mr. Hamlll, aged 50 years, of 
Derrynaveagh, said that “rúndale” practices were formerly 
common throughout Innishrush townland; in Ballymacpeake 
the custom remained, while Moneystaghan still had a four 
acre field held in intermixed pieces by Cassidys and 
Gribbins. He also heard of an old cluster - locally 
called a “clachan“ - in Derrynaveagh, and of another at 
Fallamore, where nine or ten houses were said to have 
existed at the time. He had also heard from old folk 
while caileying, that in the vicinity of Lyle, where 
formerly there had been a large “olachan“, hardly a fence 
existed. He also remembered seeing a joint lease dated 
1801, which had been held by the Hills, Hastings, Neills 
and Brattans, in part of Innishrush townland.

Most of the “rúndale“ about Ballaghy in later years 
was to be found on the glebe or churchlands, which were 
let on leases forever at 3mall rents. Thus “rúndale“, 
which elsewhere had been abolished by the landlords when 
a lease for years or lives expired, was perpetuated.

Drumagarner townland (8). Mrs. Armstrong, aged 81 years, 
informed me that a cluster of three farmers and four 
cotters known as Bridge Quarter In former times occupied 
the site of the present farmhouse. Little “rúndale“ 
remained in her own time, but the old folk often spoke of 
it. She remembered a field of rough grazing, consisting 
mostly of dug-out moss, which continued to be grazed in 
common until recent years. They called this “rúndale“ 
in her townland.

Gortmacrane townland (9). Mr. J. Kane, aged 88 years, 
knew of the practice of “rúndale“ in the mountains above 
Swatragh. The only instances in Gortmacrane td. were 
two relic strips, divided by a balk, whioh lay at the 
back of his own farm.
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Moneydlg townland (10). Mr. McCloakey of Moyletra, aged 
7o years, came from Moneydlg where he remembered "rúndale“ 
In his younger days. Every tenant owned a piece of 
hill, a piece of good arable and other patches of meadow, 
which were all intermixed with the patches of their 
nei$ibours and partitioned off by “rúndale“ balks. There 
were several relic strips in the adjoining townland of 
Gortma crane.

Mayoghill townland (11). Mr, Hugh Torrens, aged 83 years, 
referred to "rúndale" in connection with the meadows 
of Moneydig td. In Mayoghill td. the same mixed up 
system dated to his father’s time, when nine or ten 
little farmers and some landless cotters inhabited the 
former cluster there.

Movanagher townland (12). Mr, Treanor, aged 75 years, 
said that formerly the people congregated in clusters, 
each tenant obtaining a share of riverland, upper dry 
land and bits of other varying qualities so that farms 
in general were dispersed in scattered patches. This 
was the practice before his time and continued until the 
Mercers’ Co. consolidated holdings at an early date.

Kilrea townland (13). Mr. Walter Gracy, aged 50 years, 
said that a friend of his heard from his father - he 
would be 130 if still alive - that the tenants of Kilrea 
once possessed great “rúndale” stretches ortTBann edge 
below the town. Each had the right to a strip of meadow, 
while the aftergrass was grazed in common. Mr. Gracy 
also remembered surveying Moneystaghen and Ballymacombs 
when they were still very much in “rúndale" some 35 years 
ago.

Drumoollsh townland (14). Mr. McFetridge, aged 65 years, 
knew of the existence of “rúndale" in connection with the 
arable land (in this townland) until recently;/!small 
“clachan” has survived. In his mother’s time it was a 
more common practice, but even then it was regarded as 
typical of backward districts only.

Mr. W. Blair, aged 80 years, remembered “rúndale" 
about Drumooliah, where three holders possessed Intermixed 
dales until 60 years or so ago. In Drumlane cluster, 
in the same townland, where there were on® 16 families, 
similar practices were operative. The “rúndale" fields 
consisted of strips a few riggs wide, which were sub
divided and intermixed in the customary fashion. The 
landlord at that time was a Captain Highland, who evicted 
all the tenants except one, a Mcllf&trick, who offered



28.

to take over the whole farm. The Mcllfatriclc family, 
as a result, was for long scorned in this district.
This happened in the time of his father, who died 60 
years ago at the age of 70.

Klllygulllb Glebe (16). Mr« Archie Stewart, aged 55 years, 
showed me a ruined "clachan" of 12 to 15 dwellings, 
which in his young days had been held by the McCottar, 
Moran and McCahan families. They held their land, 
especially the meadows and rough-cut out bogs, in 
"rundale". The holdings are still intermixed but are 
now owned by inheritors, who abstain from living in the 
cluster. This part of Killygullib Glebe, known as 
Drumgarvagh, originally belonged to one man who sub
divided among his heirs until a "clachan" eventxially 
evolved. This townland belonged to the Church in former 
times, and as such was bought out under the Church 
Temporalities Commission in 1869. Killymuch Glebe 
was similarly circumstanced.

Moyagall townland (17). Mr. Mickie Lavery, aged 76 years, 
recorded that "rxmdale" had been the rule when he was 
still at school. One of hi3 duties as a boy was 
herding among the arable patches. "Rundale", he said, 
was abolished by the erection of "straight marches" under 
the direction of the agent of the landlord who was 
Casement of the Ballaghy Estate. This change also came 
about while he was still at school.

Ballymaopeake Lower (18) (a). Mr. Bernard Mulholland, 
aged 80 "years, informed me that when he was a boy at 
school the "rundale" strips were consolidated, and the 
holdings partitioned and enclosed by "straight marches". 
Some "rundale" patches separated by balks have remained 
in the townland.

Ballymacpeake Upper td. (b). Mr. John McCloy, aged 78 
years, recorded that in former times they had no first 
grass (hay) in the district, the meadow patches having 
been utilised only for grazing. To obtain hay for the 
horses it was necessary to go to the Creagh meadows near 
Lough Beg, where they took an acre or two to tide them 
over the winter. They also sent cattle to the same 
district for summer grazing, paying a fisted sum per head 
or per "sum".

No "rundale" remained in the townland subsequent 
to the consolidations of the "straight march" epoch.
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Drefcnan townland (19). According to Mrs. McCart, aged 
¿5 years, features of the "rúndale'1 system In this " 
townland were perpetuated on rough grazing and over 
cut-bog areas, as well as on several arable strips 
which were characteristic of the arable about "Woodhill". 
In the rest of the townland the "straight march" 
episode saw the end of the system in connection with the 
ar ab le.

Mr. Tully, aged 65 years, of Carrickmucklan cluster 
in the same td., Informed mo that the whole lands 
attached to the community had been formerly shared in 
"rúndale". The dispersed holdings were all squared off 
by the landlords some 80 years ago. As a result the 
farms on the whole were now fairly compact in their 
lay-out. In the present "clachan" five families 
remained, but even in his younger days thus number could 
have been doubled. In the neighbouring "clachan" of 
"Curdian" (DerryhurdianJ consolidation was carried out 
at the same date.

Moneystaghan townland (20). Mr. P. McKenna, aged 80
yearsJ pointed out the three sub-dlvision3 of the former 
townland of Moneystaghan, viz., Moneystaghan Ellis,
Moneystaghan Macpeake and Mullenamoyagh. Some of this 
had been churchland, though the Ballaghy Estate also 
encroached on this district. He remembered helping to 
build "straight marches" in the townland 60 years ago, 
as a result of which most of the "rúndale" was "squared 
up". The landlord and tenants got together and by 
swapping and a mutual agreement arranged the farms into 
a fairly compact pattern. Nevertheless, relic strips 
have persisted and swapping still goes on in an attempt 
to mitigate the confusion. In the same district it was 
formerly the custom to send cattle to Church Island on 
the Lough Beg "intake" to graze in summer.

Mr* McGlone, aged 67 years, of Lowrystown In 
Moneystaghan Ellis, told me of the former nine or ten 
families of the cluster, of which only two have survived. 
"Rúndale" was practised in this part of the townland 
until Casement's agent abolished the system by arrang
ing a series of compact holdings in place of the former 
confused layout. A few relic pieces remain. He knew 
of other former "clachans", which for the most part have 
been swept away, viz., McCalllons Town, Smith's Town 
and Hoverin's Town. Mulholland's Town in Ba'llymacomb 
Beg townland had similar features in former times.
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Tamlaghatduff td. (21). Mr. McKeown, aged 78 years, 
said that three people in the townland continued to 
share several fields in "rúndale“. They lived in the 
cluster known as “Cavan", where the Scullions all held 
their farms in an intermixed fashion. Elsewhere in 
the townland "rúndale" remnants were cleared up at an 
earlier period. He knew of a man who died 20 years 
ago, aged 80 yrs., who helped in the construction of 
the "straight marches", which broke up the "rúndale" 
system throughout the district. Mullaghboy cluster- 
had its lands in "rúndale" before this episode.

Mr. McGlonnon, aged 67 yrs., of the "Wood" in this 
td. showed me some "rúndale" strips which were preserved 
despite considerable consolidations earlier in the 
century. He himself came to live there when he was 
20, and found the whole locality in "rúndale". He 
pointed out one field which he remembered had been held 
by five tenants.

"Hillhead Cluster" in the same townland had still 
seven or eight families and "rúndale" strips and balks 
were preserved.

Ballymacomba More td. (22). Mr. Jas. McNeill, aged 75 
years, remembered "rúndale" being practised in "Low Town" 
until 30 years ago, when it was squared up by the land
lord. In his own part of the townland there was no 
survival in his own memory, but tradition records that 
prior to the building of straight marches 75 or 80 years 
ago, the same custom was operative.

Ballynease Hilton td. (23). A  lire. McVeigh, aged 55 
years, told me that the inhabitants of Purses' 3  Town in 
this townland, as well as those in Culbane and Thornstown 
in Ballynease Macpeake td., continued to adhere to the 
custom of "rúndale". On her own farm she heard that a 
cluster existed long ago, while neighbouring communities 
of Half Quarter, Galley* 3 Quarter and Crilley»s Town were 
once considerable hamlets.

Eden td. (24). According to a native, aged 70 years, 
^rúndale" patches continued in parts in the vicinity of 
the three remaining clusters of the townland. Most of 
the system was abolished by consolidations at the end 
of the last century.
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Primard td. (25). Mrs. McIntyre, aged 87 years, never 
remembered "rúndale" In Carnamon cluster, but 60 years 
ago she saw a great deal of it at Cavan In Tainlaghtduff 
td. The "straight marches", she heard, swept away the 
system in Carnamon before her time.

Pat. Dougan, aged 75 years, heard that "rúndale" 
had been the way of holding land In Carnamon before the 
cluster was depopulated. "Straight marches", erected 
by the tenants at the command of the agent, resulted 
in its decay. This occurred, he thought, during the 
life of his father, who died 20 years ago at the age 
of 84 years. He remembered "rúndale" himself In the 
vicinity of Cullear cluster, where three families 
clustering together formerly shared in this manner. 
Latterly it had been fenced off.

Dunglady td. (26). Mr. Scullion, aged 75 years, informed 
me that "rúndale" still existed in various parts of 
Moyagall td. He heard the old folk spa ak of It in 
connection with Eden and Curragh tds. in former times. 
"Rúndale" as far as he knew was never the practice in 
Dunglady, because the Mercer’s Co., which encroached in 
this direction, was an improving one and probably 
consolidated at an early date.

Ballymoughan Beg and More townlanda (27). Mr. Barnett, 
aged 50 years, knew of the former existence of "rúndale" 
In this townland. It was abolished, according to 
tradition, by the Salters Co., which caused "straight 
inarches" to be built for the purpose of consolidating 
the characteristic Intermixed strips. He thought this 
occurred during the lifetime of his father, who died 30 
years ago at the age of 80. His father came to the 
cluster of Ballymoughan Beg at the age of 35 years from 
Moneyconey Cluster in the Six Towns. It was said that 
in olden times the whole townland consisted of Intermixed 
and fenceless fields, scattered among the patches of 
bog and rough land. The bog had been now completely 
reclaimed and cultivated, while the rough grazing areas 
were almost entirely taken into cultivation. Similar 
traditions were associated with Dunamoney Glebe and 
Ballymuckleheany.

Carnloon townland (28). Mr. George Cleery, aged 67, of 
Dunamoney Glebe knew of an existing "rúndale" farm in 
Carnloon, held field about by McCrory and Strehorn. He 
heard of the same system, In a more confused state, In 
Drumlamph townland, where four acres were held In
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intermixed patches by two or three McIntyres.
Drumenagh townland (29). Mr. Kelly aged 84 years, knew 

oi the Hrúndale" system at Island Hill, the Creagh and 
Ballymaguigan. In the Creagh the grazing stretches 
along the strand of Lough Beg continued to be shared in 
"s\xm3"; but at Waterfoot in Ballywaguigan td., this 
custom liad been abolished, though "dales", partitioned 
by balk3 were still frequent. The same features 
existed in Drumenagh, still a cluster of four families, 
until 60 or 70 years ago. He himself remembered herding 
cattle as a boy on the "rúndale" strips.

Ballymaguigan townland (30). Mr. McReavey, aged 96 years, 
of Waterfoot cluster, said that "rúndale" was the custom 
of the townland in the past, when the whole district 
consisted for the most part of grazing or floodland.
The grazing tracts were shared in "sums". About 75 or 
80 years ago some of the rough land was taken in for 
cultivation and was partitioned out in the "rúndale" 
way before being laboured by the spade. The meadows 
were marked off, usually by station holes, so that each 
man before cutting his hay had to tramp out the mearings 
of his patches. Tethering and herding used to be every
day necessities. In the "clachan" two families remained 
of a former community of fifteen or twenty families. The 
"rúndale" balks were preserved in two fields. He heard 
from the old folk of early attempts at squaring the land 
after the '46 famine, and then later at the time of the 
valuation of 1859; despite these measures "rúndale" 
managed to survive.

The Creagh townland (31). Mr. Peter McErlaine, aged 70 
years7 of Aughrim Cluster in this townland, said that 
there were formerly seventeen families dwelling there, 
all of whom shared their land in "rúndale". "Sumo" 
were still the characteristic feature on the slob land 
or lake strand, which was flooded in winter. A "sum" 
was typically equal to the grazing of a horse or cow.
Every holder had so many "sums" in proportion to his 
arable acreage. The laboured fields coincided, he said, 
with the sandy ridge, where "rúndale" strips were largely 
preserved. Here every person had his "acre". The 
rights of way to the strand were still kept up and 
contested. When the population was greater intermixtxire 
was worse, but now only five families lived in the village.
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APPENDIX B.V

The Six Towns and Sl.Galllon Region; Go<■ Londonderry.

Townland.

Cavanreagh td. (1) (a). Mr. Jamas Cleary of "Wee Cavanagh“ 
said his grandfather came from the old cluster - 
Morans town, according to Sampson's map 1813 - before 
settling in the present house. He estimated that he 
was born some time before 1815, which would take ua back 
to a date earlier than the first Ordnance Survey 1832.
He remembered his grandfather saying that there was, in 
addition to 7 or 8 families, a school-house. Mr. Cleery's 
mother came from the Lisavoo cluster near Moneyneaney, 
of which there was not but little trace.

Mr, W, Phillips of "Big Cavanreagh", heard of a 
former cluster in the same place.

(b). The site of another cluster of even older age 
and decline wa3 pointed out to me by Mr. Robert 31nolair 
of "Big Cavanraagh’̂ who heard of it from his grandfather.
It lay near where the present Mr. Phillip's farm was now 
situated.

Mr. Phillips - aged 84 - also hoard of it, and 
informed me that when making a "kesh" across his burn 
some years ago he came across many old foundations in 
the vicinity. This "clachan" may have been originally 
inhabited by the families of Knox and Leslie, who were 
the former occupiers of this part of the townland, 
according to a lease held in rúndale, preserved by 
Mr, Sinclair.

Tullybrick (2). Mr. W. Philips, aged 84, of Cavanreagh td., 
heard it said that onoa Tullybrick had a cluster of IS 
houses and a school-house. But at the time of the 
"straight marches" the "clachan" was broken up, one of 
the occupying families being moved up the hill to Boley, 
to make room for those remaining.

Corlck (3). According to Mrs. Sarah Bradley, aged 75, this 
td. had originally been divided between four families - 
Kellys, McFalls, Clearys, and Bradleys - who settled in 
four clusters on four separate divisions, The rúndale 
way of holding land had been perpetuated due to the 
"lease for ever" granted to them by the agent, Mr. Miller,
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at a former date. The whole townland thus escaped the 
consolidation into "straight marches". This tradition 
was verified by the first Ordnance Survey Valuation 1859.

There were now four families living on the largest 
cluster, which tradition say3 once held eight families.
One of the remaining clusters, at present with three 
families, according to a similar tradition, had a3 many 
as seven families.

Glengomma (4). Mr. Pat. McNamee, 75 year old native of the 
lower”""town" of this townland, i.o. of the "Curragh 
Cluster" remembered seven families, where there were now 
only four. He was familiar with the name "rundale" and 
understood it as shares of arable undivided by fences, 
separated only be "mearings" and intermixed through the 
townland. He generally heard it called "field about".
The reason for it, he said, was to give each person a 
bit of good, and a bit of bad land. In his own land3, 
which were still mixed, though fenced, the lower land was 
better than the land above the road, so that most of the 
farms had a bit of each. In addition, in the upper land 
near the mountain, where the soils were poorest and coldest, 
each man had a grazing cut fenced off.

In Upper Glengorama North, a joint meadow was still 
shared by five partners, three of whom inhabited the 
cluster there. (It is noteworthy in this part of the 
townland, that sub-division has continued oven after the 
striping of the land so that the farms are 3till in mixed 
ownership.)

On the common mountain herding had not been practised 
for the past forty or fifty years. Formerly it was 
necessary, when they had 300 head of cattle on the grazing, 
but now 3heep had taken their place; the measure of a 
"milk cow's grass" still survived.

Moneyconey (5). Mr. James Cleery of Canavanagh said his 
grandmother came from "Coney" town to their present farm. 
She died In 1903, at the age of 90, which takes us back 
to 1813. She used to tell stories of the "old rundale" 
days to him, which die heard from her mother. This cluster 
now consisting of three families only of a former 3evon, 
according to Mr. George Barnett of Owenroagh td., (aged 67) 
wa3 first broken in by his great-grandfather, "Ephrlam 
Barnett the Quaker" who set out from the former cluster 
of "Dunarnon, in Owenreagh td.

Mr. George Barnett, aged 90, said his father Just 
remembered "rundale, and he died 44 years ago at the age
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of 90. (This takes us back to the early 19th century 
and tallies with the tradition of Cleary above.)

Brackagh (6). According to tradition this town, with its 
two present families, once had eight or nine, and a smithy. 
It is 3till called the "cluster" locally. The fields 
are scattered with frequent ones still held jointly.

Straw td. (7). Mr* Kelly, aged 74 years, remembered his 
mother speaking of "rundale". In his own memory the 
present cluster of four families had once three more.

Derrycrummy (8). Mr* Anderson heard her husband, who was 
80 years old, record that the farms of the townland were 
once intermixed and unenclosed before the straight 
inarches were made. This was long before her time.

LIS3am (9). Mr. Crilly, aged 94 years, understood "rundale" 
as long strips of land running up the mountain as in 
Ballinascreen Parish to-day; each man had his stripe.
This was a very cumbersome way of working, and in his 
youth he recalled the people trying to persuade the land
lord to do away with them, because of the great uphill 
distances involved in haulage and in ploughing. Cattle 
had to be herded formerly on this kind of land, but 
ditching at a later date obviated this practice. The 
mountain land was still held in "rundale" or in "sums" 
along Slieve Gallion, In the tds., of DIrnan, Derryganard 
and Letteran. Long ago there were clusters all over 
this country; his own people came from one which lay 
higher up on the brae above his own farm. This was 
broken up in his grandfather's time.

TIntagh (10). Mi*. Patk. Cleery, aged 75 years, also under- 
stood "rundale" as applying to the long farm strips of 
Balllnascreen Parish. In former times these were barely 
divided off, so that herding and tethering were everyday 
necessities. This occurred before his generation but he 
heard his grandfather 3peak of it often. It was generally 
known that the erection of "straight marches" over 100 
y e a rs ago did away with the former Intermixed farms.

Tirgan td. (11). Mr. McKenna, aged 75 years, said that 
"'rundale" belonged in Tirgan and elsewhere on the Drapers' 
Batatas to the period prior to the erection of "straight 
marches". He heard his father, who died 45 years ago at 
the age of 80 years, speak of these features. According 
to tradition there used to be more than 20 families In 
Tirgan - he himself remembered five. There were tales
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too of considerable fighting as a result of "rundal©“ 
practices in the townland. He heard that there wa3 
once almost a battle among the people returning from a 
funeral, because of trespassing on the strips, especially 
when turning cart3 or ploughs.
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APPENDIX C .

Traditions of "Rúndale"
The South-West Lough Neagh Revlon.

Derrytraana (1). Mr. T. O’Neill, aged 80, was not 
acquainted with the word "rúndale" but knew of great 
intermixture of holdings on the other 3ide of the Bann 
on land not taken over by the Land Commission. The 
land in Derrytrasna was not intermixed now, as Lord 
Lurgan striped out the holdings»before his tlme;by 
making "straight marches".

Derryloste (2). Mr. Turkington, aged 70, said that the 
’'straight marches" were made in his grandfather’s time; 
he died 44 years ago at the age of 90. Before this 
he heard it was all mixed up and the cow3 grazed all 
through each other. Even in his own time there were 
many more families, all related, in the cluster.

Derrvcrow (3). Mrs. Lennon, aged 88, said that In the 
cluster which had at present 6 families, there were 
formerly 7 more in her earlier years. She heard the 
word "rúndale" in connection with land in her young days. 
Many of the marches were built at that time by Lord 
Lurgan. Long ago the holdings were very intermixed and 
unenclosed, and it was possible to have the dwelling far 
apart from the farm. Most of the people depended on 
weaving for a living, while the men engaged in fishing 
in the Lough from February until October.

Mr. McKinley, aged 80, in the same townland, said 
that his farm of 50 acres was once held by three tenants 
in common, one being responsible for the joint rent. He 
never heard of the word "rúndale" applied to this. These 
three brothers held field about, and had their dwellings 
on the same "street". The marches always existed in 
his time. Their economy was based on farming, weaving 

and fishing, and for the latter each had a share in one 
boat.

Derrytreak (4). Mr. B. O’Neill, aged 75, knew the meaning 
of «rúndale» as the old system of holding farms "field 
about", with mearings or balks serving as division marks. 
This was the practice in the district in the days of his
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father, who also remembered the "straight marches” being 
made by the agent of the "School Estate", in his younger 
days, about the 1840's - his father died in 1909 at the 
age of 80. This movement resulted in the consolidation 
of the holdings on the Dungannon Royal School Estate.

In former times there were little clusters of houses 
all over the Estate, the biggest one being in Derrytresk, 
consisting of 8 or 9 families. At present there were 
only two dwellings on this site. When "mándale" was 
the practice, it was the custom to combine in ploughing 
and mowing. Usually a group of tenants had a horse or 
two between them, to which each contributed an equal 
quantity of hay, which was all put into one stack, for 
the horses. His own farm used to be a joint one until 
the Estate was bought out 14 or 15 yeara ago.

Annaghmore. He knew of some "rúndale" still surviving in 
the ”Joint meadows in Annaghmore and in Derryloughan 
townland, where the rough grazing along the shore at 
Maghery was still held in common by the families there.

Formerly it was the custom to send cattle to the Bann 
meadows for grazing from the twelfth of May until the 
twelfth of November. In their district they drove them 
to beyond Portadown, and paid so much per beast to the 
owner of the grazing, who kept a herd to guard them.

Derryloughan (5). Mr. Lavery informed me that the land
along tfie Blackwater was a great "rúndale" meadow, without 
a single fence. Each man in the townland had one or two 
pieces marked off by station stones. These "rúndales" 
varied in size, from a rood to an acre. After cutting 
some people put cattle on, and let them graze in common.
The Lough Neagh shores used to be a "rúndale" also, but 
the "straight marches" did away with it here.

Mr. Felix McCormick, aged 76, said that the farms in 
that locality used to be all mixed up in "rúndale". Each 
man's strips were marked off by mearings and mearlng stones, 
and it was possible for a neighbour's patch to be before 
another man's front door. Then the School Commissioners 
built "straight marches" in 1848 or 1849, which consolidat
ed the former strips into single farms, and gave each his 
house on the roadside on his compact stripe. This broke 
up the old clusters. Before this he heard it said that 
there was not a single fence from Maghery to the "High 
Bridge". Everyone owned a piece of meadow in the "rúndale" 
along the Blackwater.
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Mr. McKenna, aged 83, said that there were formerly 
52 acres of "rúndale1* on the edge of the Blackwater, 
without a single fence. The "straight marches", which 
were built about a hundred years ago, broke up the 
"rúndale" system and the associated clusters, or barracks 
as they were called. He knew of some "rúndale" yet at 
Meenagh.

Upper Meenagh (6). Mr. R. O'Neill told me that the whole 
town had been in "rúndale" until 50 years ago, when it 
was broken up by the landlord getting them to swap their 
patches. Formerly the holdings were very scattered, and 
the bits of arable were divided off by "mearings" l| or 
2 feet wide. The present cluster used to have twice as 
many families.

The meadows of this town were few and cf poor quality, 
and each tenant had meadow land in Annaghmore, which was 
all a "rúndale" then. Here it was common to see 6 or 7 
people holding patches, separated by "rits", in a single 
meadow. After the hay was cut the cattle were herded on 
the patches.

In Corr townland the practice was much the same.
Annaghbog (7). Mr. Peter Hughes, aged 75, said that some 

of the "rúndale" rits still remained in the meadows. 
Formerly he heard it said that the first person to cut 
his hay on one of these joint meadows had to tramp out 
the rit, which was marked by station stones or holes at 
each end. When pasturing after hay each person put on 
beats in proportion to the size of meadow he held, and 
they all ran*through each other. He heard all this from 
his father. He also heard the old people talk of "dale 
balk", in Bovean townland. Before his time this balk 
divided two men's fields, and there was constant bad 
neighbourhood over it, In that they used to keep watch on 
each other during ploughing and harvesting. Though the 
balk had since been taken out, the field was still called 
the "dale balk field".
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APPENDIX D .

Traditions of 11 Rúndale" Prom the Glenelly Region
Co»Tyrone♦

Corramore (1). Mr. Doyle, aged 50 years, knew the meaning 
oF^rundale" as found In Corramore, consisting of 
numerous intermixed and unenclosed fields. He remembered 
a time when there were 13 more houses than at present in 
the townland. Rúndale was still common in the townland, 
but only in the lower fields, where it was not so 
confused as formerly due to swapping and emigration.

He also heard the term applied to mountain land, 
which was held in "sums", on either side of the valley. 
This was also known a3 "mean mountain".

Mr. Michael Kelly of Legcloughfin td., informed me 
of the persistence of "rúndale" in Corramore. Five years 
ago, he said, the intermixture was terrible. He remember 
ed one field, now held by one person, once owned by five 
people. It was common at that time to see five herds 
at work together in this field in the mornings.

Drumnaspar td. (2). Mr. McBride heard the old people talk 
about ’’rúndale" in Eden, Castledampf and Drumnaspar tds., 
but it was all straightened up by the landlords about 
70 years ago, he thought. The word "rúndale" was still 
applied on the mountains on the opposite side of the 
river, which were held in fractional shares, instead of 
by acreage. It was like this in Glenroan and Glenchlel 
tds.

Glenroan td. (3). Mr. Murray of Drumnaspar td. said that *
GÍanroan mountain was in "rúndale". He informed me that 
the whole Valley had been held in the same way before 
the landlords divided the land. Farms had been inter- 
mixed, while fences of any kind had been almost entirely 
absent. On the site of his own house there had been 
formerly five or six, forming a cluster of one enlarged 
family.

Glencoppagagh (4), Mr. McFariane, aged 70 years, of 
Lowtown, Glencoppogagh, told me about "rúndale" in that 
townland. It came about by a man dividing a farm among
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his sons. This is what happened in McCullough's town, 
where there were formerly 9 or 10 houses, whose owners 
held field about, with no other divisions in the fields 
than "mearings". All the sons got a bit of all the 
qualities of soil in that part of the townland, so that 
the holdings were extremely intermixed. He also heard 
of 30 or 40 dwellings in McLaughlin's town or High town 
formerly, and there were still fields there, held in 
"rundale" by 2 or throe owners. Mr. McFarlano also 
knew of the term "mean mountain", which meant a mountain 
grazed in common, with each holder possessing a number 
of "sums" or grazing.

According to the same person, much of Clogherny td. 
was still held in "rundale" by people who lived together 
in a cluster. There were no fences in the upper part 
of the townland.
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appendix e .i .

Co.Antrim.

Source
W.SHAW. Mason, 
Parochial Survey 
of Ireland,
Vol. Ill, 1819, 
P.9.

Ibid.,
Vol. I, P.161.

Evidence.
Parish of Laid. * 6

In general a portion of these mountains, 
or so many sums grazing, are attached to 
each denomination of the lowland; a 
sum consists of either elgjit wethers,
6 ewes and 6 lambs, or a cow; a horse 
is one sum and a half.

Parish of Ballintoy
t(There' are no stock farms in the 
parish, and every person suits the 
numbers of his cattle to the size of 
his holding, which in general is under, 
rather than above 25 acres: even this 
at the death of a parent, or when the 
children get married, are portioned 
off among his family until at last 
there are not above 4 or 5 acres in 
the possession of one individual."

A Statistical Survey 
of the Parish of 
Carr i defer gits 1822.
(Dodds' Documents
P.R.O.N.I.)

P.155 and 154.
"The tenure of land on rundale has been 
judiciously abolished in every part of 
this parish except in part of Mr.
Ellis' Estate, called the townland of 
Strad'i which bears in almost every acre 
and cabin ths visible marks of the 
pernicious system. Such a system 
never fails to embroil those who have 
the misfortune to hold land In this way, 
in endless disputes with their partners, 
they are always quarrelling and going 
to law. They never cultivate their 
lands as others do, and they overstock 
their common grazing that each may have 
the full benefit of it, so that they 
finally starve their cattle."
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Source Evidence
W. Shaw. Mason.
op. Cito
Voi. I, P.243.

Dunaghy Pariah.
wThe cabins of the inhabitants stand 
together on a piece of flat ground, 
at the foot of the hills, on their 
respective quarterlands, whence they 
are denominated towns. The same 
prevails almost over the whole Parish."

Downshire Estate Offled
Map of t!he townland The lands of Davidson end Has lip were
of Slievetrue 1818, "held in rundale". This holding was
by H. Murray. undivided.
A Book of Maps Ballvdurnian
containing the (T) J*~Stewart and Patrick McMeaghan
Estate of Hugh (ii; John and Jas. McElmoyle
Bo#d, Esq., surveyed (iii) Alex. Twaddle, Chas. Lynn and 
and drawn in 1785 and Wm. McGowan.
1786 by
Jas. VCilliamson. Broombeg.

(i) Wm. McCormick, Danl. McEtire and 
John Waters.

(ii) Jas. McEtire and partners.
(iii) Michael Lindsay and J. Stevenson.

Cregfad and Tlrveelin
(i) Alex Darragh and partners 

(ii) Richard Hunter and partners
Cross td.

Alex. Whitford and partners.
Estate of Lord ~T7g9 

of the 
Ballynagobbogge 
Estate (P.R.O.N.I.)

Mcòartney 
Rent 'Roll

Cambuck td.
Archibald Moore and partners 
and Michael Connor Ac. Rd.
For 21 yrs. from 1780 114 3

Gruig td.
(a) Sami. Steel, J. Henderson, Robt.

Kyle and partners.
(b) Duncan McLeane, Chas* McMillan

and partners
No Lease 139

Pera. 
34

1 32
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Source. Evidence.
Rent Roll of the 
Lough Gee1 Estate 
of Sirchas. 
McCartney 1768. 
(P.R.O.N.I.)

Drumdollogh
Widow Parker, Pat McGugan, Widow, 
O'Hamill, Rodger O'Laverty, Timothy 
McGugan, Bryan McGugan, Bryan O’Hamill & 
Edmund O’Laverty. Joint tenants.
For 31 yrs. from 1752. Rent £20. 0. 0.

Culbane
(aj Jas. O’Harton & John Dogherty

For 31 yrs.from 1754. Rent £10. 0. 0.
(b) Danl. O'Laverty, Bryan O’Laverty 

John O’Laverty & Patk. O'Laverty
For 31 yrs, from 1754. Rent £10. 0. 0.

(c) John Clark
For 61 yrs. from 1759. Rent £10. 0. 0. 

Townagroe includes
(a) Ed. Speare, Laughlin Lamont, Timothy 

O'Donel, Nicholas McAteer and
Patk. McCrogan.
For 31 yrs.from 1752. Rent £9. 12. 0.

(b) Thos. Jas. and Quentin Moore
At Will £5. 0. 0.

(c) Neal Magill and Henry 0’Delate
For 31 yrs. from 1739. Rent£3. 8. 0.

(d) Robt. Miakally
For 31 yrs.from 1752. ” £5. 19, 0.

Castle Quarter & Lough Geel includes
(a) Alec Boyd-

For 31 yrs from 1752. Rent
(b) Jas. Murdock, Wm. Blair, J, Casson,

Loughlin O'Quiglie, Arthur O'Quiglie 
and Phelim O’Laverty
For 31y*3* from 1752. Rent £2. 16. o ea.

(c) Alex Clark and J. Kerr
At Will 22. 6. 9.

(d) Arch. MoKert
For 31 yrs from 1740. 2. 0. 0.

Movaver includes
(a) Fr. Stewart and Patk. Murphy

For 31 yrs from 1740. 6« 0. 0.
(b) Thos. O'Money

For 31 yrs from 1740 5. 5. 0.
(c) H. Clarke

For 31 yrs from 1742 - - -
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Lough Geel Estate
ïïê5%&rrT753-------(Kf?.o.ìr;rn

Ballybregagh.Chas. Stewart, J. Charlie, Cornelius 
Smyth ... All separate tenants.

(a) Thos. Smyth, Fatk. McMullan, Jane
Smyth, Jas. Smyth - in proportions 
of 1/3, 1/4 and 1/6.
For 31 yrs. from 1755. Rent £11. 2. 4.

(b) Jn. Pattyson, Randal McAllister,
Widow Gleghorn.
For 31 yrs.from 1755. £6.18. 0.

(c) Pat. O'Gullion, Wm. Boyd
For 31 yr3.from 1755. 18. 0. 0.

Drumdollagh.
J. Moore and H. McCollum 

For 3 lives or 31 yrs.
from 1739 14.15. 0.

Moyaver.
Fr • "" O’Mooney & Danl. O'Quinn

No Lease Ac. Rd. Pera
31 1 24

Ballybregagh.
(a) Widow Stewart and J. McNeill

No Lease 22 2 12
(b) Thos. Smith and partners 

No Lease 31 2 16
(c) Robt. Fulton and partners 

No Lease co<M 3 32
(d) Robt and Henry O ’Gillan 

& Danl. and Robt. Boyd 
No Lease 68 2 8
together with 4 other single lessees

Drumdallagn.
(a) Thosand Jn. Parker.

For 21 yrs. from 1783
(b) Patk. 0‘Harkin and Patt.

O’Hamll
For 21 yrs. from 1783 77. 0 0.

(c) Patt McGuigan and Ann une Farm.
and Jane Laverty 
For 21 yrs. from 1783

(d) D. O’Laverty and H. O'Hamlll
For 21 yrs. from 1783.
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Source Evidence
Culbane
(a) James O’Hartin & Son, and John

O'Dogherty - No Lease Ac,, rd,. pers.
(b) 45 2 8Bryan O’Laverty & Sons)

Danl. O’Laverty, John ) bog,
(c)

and Owen O’Laverty ) 
Reps of Jn. Clark.
For 61 yrs. from 1759 51 1 16 &(heath pasture) 120 1 8

Tournagroe
(a) Jas. & Robt. Kilpatrick

3 lives from 1739 23 0 16(b) J. & Wm. Boale
3 lives (one left)

from 1739 39 3 8(c) Adam 0*Spear and
partners - No lease 41 3 8(d) Patt Magill and
H. O’Delet. - No lease 15 3 16(e) Hugh & Patt Connolly
For 14 yrs.from 1781 16 3 32

and two other single holders (no lease )
Castle Quarter
(a) J. Carson, Arch. Meliver, 

Chas. O’Hale, Wm. McKee, 
Robt. Brady, Bryan Lough, 
Thos. Bryson and Hugh 
McMullan - No Lease

(b) Neil & Hector McKert )
(cj McLeonan & McCart )
(d) Scally «5c Connolly )
(e) Jas. Walsh )
(f) Arch. Hadskies )

30 0 0

No lease
37 1 17
(one farm)

and one other single holder
ghe Pervock Estate LoughllncheCental, Ta7 Sara'l Neill & Geo. Thompson
( K r .o .n .i .T For 21 yrs, from 1781 37 0. 14

(b) Chaa. & Jo McLean, Jas.
& Thos. McCormick 
For 21 yrs. from 1781 19 2 6

(c) Matt Coghnan, Wm.
Coghnan & Sam. Hodge 
For 3 lives from 1739 70 1 24

(one to go)
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Source

Ballymacfln.(a) Robt. McCooke and partners
For 3 lives from 1739 Ac. Rd. Pers

(One to go) 79 0 0
(b) Jas. McV/illiam & partners

No Lease 40 2 0
(c) J. Colton, Frs. Grey &

partners - No lease 36 2 14
Orble
(a) Jas. Miller & YYidow McCooke & Jas. Lyle

For 3 lives from 1739
(One to go) 77 0 24

(b) Wid. Hunder, J. Sharp &
Wm. McCollum
For 3 lives from 1739

(One to go) 42 2 24
(c) Jas. McNeill & Jas

McCarter
For 3 lives from 1739

(One to go) 43 1 24
Ballyrataghan
(a) Thos.Patrick, Wid. Miller 

& Sami. Gamble 
For 3 lives from 1739

(One to go) 74 3 0
and two other separate lessees

Carncullaghe
(a) Peter Lyle, Sami. &

Robt. McKane
For 3 lives from 1739(one to go) 48

(b) Thos. Scott, Jas. Boyd’s
Widow, Robt. Patrick 
For 3 lives from 1739(One to go) 88

(c) Arch. Grey, Jas. Grey &
Widow Morrow 
For 3 lives from 1739

(three to go) 29
and five other single leasees.

Evidence

0 8
3 8

2 0
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Source Evidence.
Counterparts of Dunluce Barony
leases taken at P a m  lesser y . Ac. Rd. Pars
Ballymagarry, 1783 (a) J, Blair and Jas. Tate 59 2 26(Antrim Estates (b) Wm. Mooie and partners 88 3 31C ompany, Olenarm) Moss 115 0 2

Ballynaguard Includes
John McDonnell and partners (expires 1798).
land in the Leaney (Ballymoney)
Helen Allen and partners.
Quarter of Corratown
Isaac Hunter and partners

Leased 1737 (last life).
KiIconway Barony

The North Quarter of Legnaraanog 
Chas. McAlester and partners

Leased 1781 (30 years to go).
Carey Barony

Culnagappog.
(a) 1th of the Quarter of Culnagappog 
Original lease to Hugh Dunkin, Duncan 

0'Connell and partners.Present tenants: Hugh Dunkin and partners Leased'1781 (30 years to go).
(h) 1th of the Quarter of Culnagappog 
Original tenants: Arch. Black7Dennis

—  o»Kara Sc J. Robinson.
Present tenants: Arch. Black and partners.
‘ leased 1781 (30 years to go).
(c ) 1th Quarter of Oulnagappog
Original tenants;~V?a. 0*Sheail and Dunkin

Darragh.
Present tenants; Do do.
(d) 1th of the Quarter of Culnagappog
Or1glnal Tenants; John (Senr.& j{mr.) and

Robt. & Chaa Dunkins.
Present Tenants: John Dunkin (Senr,) and

partners.
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Source

Rental of Antrim 
Estates 1795 " 
(Antrim Estates 
Co., Glenarm).

From a Valuation 
of the Estates"of 
Randal the Marquess 
of Antrim 13'12

Evidence
quarter of Ball^allaght
Original Tenants: Sami & Jas. Huey and

partners.
Present tenants : John Huey and partners

Leased 1742 (2 lives to go).
Duties: 1 bole of oats, and 6 days work.
Ballynaguard.
Thos. McDonnell and partners

(Leased 1791 for 7 years)
Part of Black Cave:

Paul McGuckian and partners
Leased 1742 for 2 11V63 & 21 y*3

Glenarm Fisheries:
Flood 3c Partners fl 1791 ii 7 years.

Part of Libert:
Montgomery & Partners

" 1743 n 3 lives <Sc 21 yrs
Aughahuny:
Alex. McKinty & Partners

" 1794 N 5 years.
Carnlough (part of): 
Gideen Moore & Partners

” 1743 II 3 lives &21 yrs.
Bellair (part of):
John O'Hamill & Partners

M 1790 II 41 years.
Great Deerpark (part of): 
Win. Walsh & Partners

" 1791 II 7 years.
Wm. McCloy & Partners« it II 7 years.

Demesne (part of):
John Lowry and Partners 
Patrick 0’Hammill & 
Partners M M II 7 years.

Dunluoe h Glenarm 
Bush Mill lands:Hugh McCay & Partners - Out of lease. 
Part of Ballymagarry:
Thos. Kane and partners 

Ballywillan:
J* Dunlop and partners.

Ballylagan: Glenarm.
Arch. McNeill and partners
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Source.

Rentals of 
Antrim Estates 
(Antrim Estates 
Co., Glenarm). 
1816.

Dunluce & Glenarm Contd.
Evidence.

Land in Anteville:
J. Allen and partners.

Black Cave (part of):
John Birney and partners.

Killyglen (part of):
Ja3. Maxwell and partners.

Lisnahay (part of):
Jos. Penny and others - Out of lease 

Carn lan agh:
Jas. McCaw and partners - " ” "

Be Hair:
John Kami11 and partners

Estates granted in lives renewable
Tenements at Larne: John McDuffee and

partners.
Tenements at Glenarm: Cathleen Robinson

and partners.
Kllconway Barony

Part of Llcknamanog: Danl. McAlister
and partners.

Carravemurphy (part of):
' (a) Chas. O’Neill and Ed. 0»Neill.
(b; Randl. McAlister and partners.
(c) Rose O’Neill and sons.
(d) Danl. Mulronan & Shane MuIronan
(e) Danl. McKillop, John McKarry &

Alex. Dalet.
(f) Chas. & Danl. Monaghan.

Kilmore (part of):
Danir^McNeill and partners.

Nookans (part of):
Michael and D. McKillop Jas. McCloy •£. 

Ballyvoy23 Tenants holding in proportions of 
£ and §•' s .

Drimaroan (part of):
(a ) Jas. McCormick, Michael McMu1lan &

John McCormick.
(b) John McLeane (Senr.) John McLeane (Junr.) 

Patt McLeane and Hector McLean©.



Evidence.
1820 - Leonamannog: Dennis Gribbib and

partners;
Hugh McGulay and 

partners.1824 - Drumkendult (part of);
Ja3. Galloway and partners;
Jas. Reynolds and partners.

New Buildings (part of):
Jolin Ro’blnson and partners.

Land at Bushmills;
“  Hugh Vackay and partners.
Camanreagh:

Sami. Adams and partners.
Ball^willln Meadow:

John "Cunlop and partners .
Leaney (part of):

Jas. Calderwood and partners. 
Carravemurphy (part of):

Randal McAlester and partners. 
Killmore: Danl. McNeill and partners.
Cloughs"(part of):K. McCormack and partners ;

Alex. Martin and partners.
Barony of Glenarm

1828Ballycralgy (part of):
Patrick"Alien and partners.

Tully (part of):
H. Lavery and partners.

Demesne Lime Quarry:
Thos. Palmer and partners.

Cloney Palmon Fishery:
Allen Boyd and partners.

Doonan (part of):
Hugh Montgomery and partners.

Ballyvaddy (part of):
Jas. Kirkpatrick and partners. 

Legnamannog (part of):
Patk. Boyle and partners;
Widow McAulay and partners.

1830
St. Cunning (part of):

(a) Jas. Cranford and partners.
(b) J. Mooney and Hugh & John Gavock.
(c) Wm. Me Fa 11 and partners (holinlands). 

Ballyvaddy (part of):
George Halloran and partners.
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S o u rc e . E v id e n ce .

1855
Scaravan Fisheries (Portruah):

Min. Hopkins and partners. 
Ballytlbbert (part of):

Wm. Stewart and partners ; 
Robt. Dyett and partners; 
Ellz. Kerr and partners (bog) 

Ballycormick (part of):
J. Backatt and partners. 

Coolnagoppoge (part of)
J. McGlarry and partners.

1850
Torr Fisheries:

Robt. McCambridge and partners. 
Gloghs (part of:)

D. McAulay and sons;
H. McAulay and partners.
Heal Kinney and partners.

St.Cunning (part of):
Jas. Crawford and partners

Holmlands:
N. McFaull and partners.

Tully Upper (part of):
H. Lavery and brothers.

Doonan (part of):
Hugh Montgomery and partners. 

Ballyvaddy (part of):
Geo. Halleron and partners. 

Legnamanog (part of):
Widow McAuley and partners. 

Ballymacaldrick (part of):
Widow Mulloy and partners ;
P. Mulloy and partners.

1859.
Ballytibbert (part of):

Wm. Stewart and partners;
Robt. Dyatt and partners. 

Coolnagoppog (part of):
Danl. McNeill and partners.
J. McGlarry and partners.
Alex. Black and partners.
Danl. O’Scally and partners. 

Cregbane (part of):
Randal Cassidy and partners. 

Ballynagard (part of):
John McKeige and partners.
Alex McAlister and partners.



53.

Source. Evidence.
Galboly (part of);

Henry Murphy and partners. 
Carramurphy (part of):

John O'Neill and partners.
Neal McNeill and partners.

Kilmore (part of):
Danl. McNeill and partners.

Cloughs (part of):
Dennis McAulay and partners.
Reps, of Hugh McAulay and partners. 

Knocknacarry (part of):
Reps. of J. McKendry and partners . 

Glenarra Limestone Quarry:
Danl. O’Keighan and partners.

St. Sunning (part of):
Jas. Crawford and partners.

Parisha (part of):
Alex. Murphy and partners.

1840.Ballymagarry (part of):
Wm. Gardner and partners.

Gortnee (part of):
Jas. Kirkpatrick and Dartners

Ballytibbert: As above.
Coolnagoppog: As above.
East Torr (part of):Danl. McDonnell and partners.
Crogbane: As above.
Ballynagard: As above.
Murloch Quarry:Jas. Sharpe and partners.
Galboley: As above.Carramurphy (part of)Neal McNeill and partners.
Kilmore: As above
Ballygawn (part of):J# Hunter and partners.
1844.CooXnagoppog:Danl. McNeill and partners. 

McGlarry and partners.
Alex. Black and partners 
D. O'Scally and partners 
Pat.Butle & partners - Mountain. 

Ballynagard: As above.
Carramurphy: As above.
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Source. Evidence.
Cloughs (part of):

Widow McKillops and partners.
Danl. McAulay and sons.

Essary: J. McKeenan and partners.
Ballygawn: As above.
Ballinamunter:

Guy Morrow )
Alex. McAllister ) one lease.
Robt. Kirk & partners)

Kainstown (part of):
Win* Morrow and partners.

Aughabuoy (part of):
Ellen Magi11 and partners

Dunteague (part of):
Tho3.Connolly and partners. 1846

Caring (part of):
McCluggage and partners.

Owncloghy (part of):
McCluggage and partners.

1847.
Knockbrack (part of):

Wm. Gregg and partners.
Coolnagoppog: As above.
Ballypatrick (part of):

H. McAulay and others.
Coolnagoppog:

1848 Danl. McNeill and partners. 2 shares 
Jas. McMullan 3 "
Bryan McNeill é- ShäroJas. Clarke 1 ii
Pat Butler 1 h
John McGlarry & partners 1 it
Alex Black & partners 2£ t!
D. O'Scally & partners 4 tl
Jas. O'Scally Î It
J. Duncan 16 II
P. Butler and partners (mountain)Ballynagard: As above.

1854GaT&oly: As above
Glasmullan (part of):Eneas McMullan and partners.
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Source. E v id e n ce .

Antrim Estate 
Maps -- 1754 
and HOST. 
(AntrimEstates 
Office.)

1754
Leggnainanogg:

Alex McCollum and partners
Arable & pasture Ac. Rd. Pers.

246 0 8Libert (part of) 1782:
"Meadow Park" Christopher Dunn 

and partners.
Tonragee 1734:

Jas. O’Fey and partners.
Drimmorn 1734:

Hugh Ford and partners.
Gortacloghan 1782: )

Jas. McKillops etc. )
Killymeen 1782: )

Danl. Leach etc. )
Parkarrive 1782: ) Cloghs td.

R. McKillop etc. )
Upper Tamnahorn 1782: )

H. McNeill etc. )
Lower Tamnahorn 1782: )

Bryan McAulay etc. )
La yd 1782:

(i) Wm. Stewart and partners
Arable, etc. 80 1 1Pat McKendry and 

partners. Mountain 28 3 29
Arable Sæ .78 0 1

Mountain in contnon 16 2 17
Rental 1819

Black Cave (part of):
John Burney and partners.

Drumcrow (part of):
Wm. McAllister and partners.

Holmlands (part of):
Wm. McFaule and partners.

Tully Lower (part of):
Wm. Boyd and partners.

Aldressagh (part of):
Alex Reavy and partners.

Cloney Salmon Fishery:
Jas. McKibbin and partners.

Doonans: Danl. McCay, Alex. McCay, Patk.
Boyle, Geo. McCay and partner, 
Henry Doran, Chas. McAuley, John 
O’Donnell, Hugh Montgomery and 
partners, and John Mcllroy (all 
one joint rent) held at will.
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Source.

Rental Undated 
'(pre 1814).

Rent Roll 1814 
Antrim Estates.

E vid en ce .

Ballyvaddy (part of):
Joseph Klllpatrlck and partners. 

Carnalough (part of):
Alex McCay and partners.

U. Tully: John Galbraith, Jas. MeMu1lan,
Wm. Richmond, Jas. Black, Thos. 
McCambridge, Edmund Lavery and 
sons. (One joint rent.)

Uo Tully - 1815:
Wm. Walsh and partners (i.e. Jas. 
Black, Dennis Robinson, Wm.
Richmond, Bernard McGill, Thos. 
McCambridge, Widow McCay, Danl.
McCay, John Galbraith, Jas. McMullan, 
Mary Coboum, Ed. Lavery, Sean 
McCormick.)

Kileonway Barony
Legnamanog (part of):

Dennis Gribbin and partners.
Hugh McAulay and partners. 

Ballymacaldrick:
Pat. McGuckian, Senr. and Junr., 
Richard McGuckian, Jas. McGuckian 
and Dennis McGuckian. (All one 
rBntal.}
56 names on the rental of this 
townland altogether, of which 45 
were in arrears and 11 insolvent. 

Ballymacaldrick - 1815:
Patrick McGuckian and partners.
Henry Mulloy and partners.

Clady and Tandragee:
Manus O'Pay and partners.

Knockanore (part of):
George Harrison and partners. 

Drumcrow: John Connolly and partners
on the mountain. 

Ballymacaldrick:
Chas. O’Heal and partners.

Antivllle (part of):
Jas. Shutter and partners. 

Ballymullock (part of):
Patk. Agnew and partners. 

Mulloughconnolly (part of):
Arthur McGuckian and partners.



S o u rce . E v id e n ce .

Glenaren 
Steward* s 
Account - 1815.

Antrim Estates
Tintrim Estates 
Go., Glenarm)

..nockanore (part of):
Abraham Boyd and partners.
Geo. Harrison and partners.

Tully (part of):
Wm. Walsh and partners.

Glore (part of):
Roger O'Donnell and partners. 

Glenarm Land and Tenements:
Kalloran and partners.
Jas• McKinley and partners . 

Holmlands (part of):
Danl. Galvin and partners.

Aughalum (part of):
Patk. MeKenty and partners. 

Galboly: Patk. and John McKarry, Felix and 
Jas. Mcllvenna, Bryan Murphy,
Felix Mcllvenna, Senr., John Kane, 
Chas. McKert, Wm. McAllister.
(A joint rent.)

Ballair (part of):
John Haimnill and partners.

Little Deerpark (part of):
Nicholas Stewart end partners.

Feb. 26th. To Mathew Eurk and partners
for rent of Clooney £7. 12. 0. 

11 27th. To Thos. McCambridge
and partners
for rent of Clooney 23. 10. 0. 
Deerpark Account

June 17th. David Cairn and partners 
for making 15# perches 
of ditch. 2.

July 15th. By Henry McCillin and
partners for ditching 
84.v pers. 14.

u 31st. By Jas. Galbraith and 
partners for she ep 
shearing. 1.

10. 3 . 

0. 3.

18. 4
Barony of Cary

Coolnagoppog: (a) Arch. McCurdy & partners.
(b) Jolm McCambridge & partners.
(c) John Dunkin & partners.
(d) Jas. Dunkin & partners.

£5. 17. 7 ea



Source E v id e n c e .

Ballynagard (part of):
John McDonnell and partners

Rental 1818. Ballyvoy: includes the following joint-----------  holdings:-
(a) Bryan and John Carr and Danl.

Sinkler.
(b) H. & Vta. Darragh and Arch.McCrank.
(c) Arch. Robin Danl. MoMullan Jg f 

Arch. McCrank £, Alex McMullan 
Mary McBride •§, Jas. McAninch -ĵ, 
Danl. Lenin -g-.

(d) Jn. McCrank, Junr. John 
McCrank, $enr. & Arch. McCrank 
»Smash' Danl. McGown 
Alex. Bouring

Barnish (part of):
R 0 McLaughlin, Alex. Hunter, Danl. 
McNeill, Arch. McKinley - A joint 
rent.

Drains and Drumain (part of):
Arch. Tweed and partners.

Lismuvally (part pf):Robt. Jameson and partners.
1825 Rental

Nockans (part of):
Jas. Durfey and partners.

Antrim Estate 
Documents - 
P.R.O.N.I.
Book of Leases 
of Various Dates.

w.uar ter land of Gallanagh:
---Leased 1696 ÿo H. Andrews. At the time

of lease this quarter land was in 
possession of John Starke and partners.

Quarter of Ballvclofih - leased 1718 -
----Dunluce Barony.

In possession, at the time, of John 
Todd and partners.

•Estate Maps of 
~5he Estate o f  the 
gf.Hon.Fr. Andrews, 
gaq. by Fr. Slo&ne 
T r/66 - 1850.
Ü * R . O.N . I.___ _

Cammoon:— fa ) 157 McAserson and ureen
partners. Ar. 55 acres, pasture 15 acr3

(b) J. & Andrew Gettyv ' h 28 " * 5 •*
meadow 1 "

Bog in townland 145 ac
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Source. Evidence.
Island of Carnnoon

Consists of arable and pasture surrounded 
by bog. Total acreage 505 ac. of which 
385 ac. bog.
Arable divided as following:- 
TaT Geo. McCurdy .... 19 ac.
(b) Wm. McCague’s arable .... 19 ac.

John McCague and partners... 43 ac., 
green past. 5 ac., heathy past 15 ac. 
of which 9 ac. claimed by the 
tenants of Ballyogla.

Island Rose:
J. McConnaughy and partners - 

Arable 51 ac. English.
J. & Adam Morrison, J. & Alex. Morrison,
W. & D. Taggart, S. & Jas. Morrison,
Ad. McQuatty, R. Given.

(part of):
MeClune and partner.

Rent Blotter of Knockanboy, 1845:
the Estate of John Weir and partners, together with
H. Ellis Allen, 8 other single holdings.
Esq., P.R.O.N.I. Carnbore, 1842.

J. Hodge and partners; Fr. Murphy and 
partner; J. Smyth and partner; Hugh 
Wanlock and partner.

Carmoon, 1842 (part of): 
M. Ramsay and partner.

1828 Rental of 
Ten townlands 
of the Manor"of 
Glynn. r.R.0.1T.I.

Beltoy (part of): Jaa. McDowell & Co. 
Ballyvemstown (part of): John Baxter & Co. 
Drummadreagh (part of): J. Millhollan;

Wm. Ayr; Wm. McConnell, Jr. (A joint 
lease.)

Ballypollard (part of): David Burns, Wm.
and Chas. Burns.(A joint lease.) 

Carnduff (part of): J. Manson, S. Purdy,
A. Taylor, R. White. (A joint least.)

Conway (later Derrycloane (Aghagallon P.):
Tartfora'T ÜTate Alex. Matthews and partners.
Toes. ft. R. 0 . F . I .Cental l’/ÏÔd
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Source. Evidence.
Book of Maps 1812 Altagore: undivided
(20 per a ) (a) Frank, Bryan & John O'Hara) holdings
of Sir.Geo.Whites 1 (b) Danl. and Neal McNeill ) in common.Estates'. FThToTN.I.-----------" Toumamoney:

(a) Dan MeCay and ) undivided holding.John McPall ) &
(b) Mich. McAulay, McPall )

and W. McCay ) Common
(c) Danl. McNeill, J. Hamilton) pasture.

J. McNeill and Alex. )
McNeill. )

Au aholl:
can McCurdy, Danl, McKendry, Pat. Mcllhatton. (Undivided holding.)

The Estate of Wm. 
Hamilton. Esq.?.ft.o.N.i:Correct Maps of the 
Several Quarter- 
lands herein mention
ed a3 now meared and 
bounded, either in 
full in sub-divisions 
by Jas. Gormley (1738) 
(Scale 40 per. to

Rallvhacket:
— 11 Ba 11 vhacket Brown's and partners."

136 ac. 2. 38 (Irish), 
and 7 other single faims.

sq. inch).
A Map of the Lough 
Gael Estate of Sir 
Geo. Macartney, 
Surveyed lV6o« 
P.R.O.N.I.

nan^brogagh:(a) Thos. Smyth and partners.
(b) Jas. Pattison and partners „
(c) Widow Boyd and partners.
Also Cornelius Smyth, Neal McMullan 

Chas. Stewart - Single holders.
Moyaver:Patrick Murphy and partners.

Also Rev. Alexander Clark, Jolm Clark, 
H. Clark, Francis Murry and Thos! 
O'Moony - Single holders.

Drumdallan:(D Hugh McCollum and partners,
(b) Widow Parker and partners.
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Culbane;
(a)"Daniel O'Laverty and partners.

Also Rev. Alex. Clark, John Clark 
Single holders.

Source• Evidence.

Tournagroo:
(a) Norton and partners .
(b) Thos. Moore and partners.
(c) Adam Speare and partners.

Also Neal Magill, Mlakelly, Jas. 
Cook, J. Bole, John 
Kilpatrick - Single holders

Castle Quarter and Loughgeel:
Jos. kurduk and partners.

Also Alex. Boyd, Arch. McKert - 
Single holders
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Source.
(Field books) 
Ordnance Survey 
Valuation, 1859.

APPENDIX E.II.

Co. Armagh.

Evidence.
Barony of Armagh; Parish of Derrynoose:

Td♦ Drumgreenagh, O.S. l5~& 19.
Lot 15 according to the surveyor, was 
held in common by 5 people4 The 
boundaries were undefined... '‘The tenants 
do not know what quantities they hold.
I think if apportioned according to th9 ir 
quantities in the tillage, it will come 
close to their quantities." This lot 
consisted of rough meadow.
Tcwmland Ballynagoland. O.S. 16.
Lot 18 in the field book, was an undivided 
meadow, apportioned according to rent and 
quantity in their tillage holdings.
(7 holders on this lot.)
Parish of Loughgall: Td. Llslasley, O.S.8.
"This lot is held In rundale, and the 
contents I got do not agree with the map." 
(Held by 7 people in fractions or 
proportions.)

Td. Mulloughmore, O.S.8.
The field book and map showed a joint 
meadow in this townland held by 23 people without divisions.
Parish of Oranges: Td. Knockaconey
The field book and map shoved ,a joint meadow in the townland held by 16 people.
Clonfeacle Parish: Td. Ballytroddan
According to the field book contained a 
joint meadow af 11 holders, which "when 
valued was covered with water".
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Source.

(Field Books) 
Ordnance Survey 
Valuation, 1859

it

it

Irish Historical 
Studies, Vol. 4, 
1944-45, P.70.

Barony of Tiranny; Td. Tirnacre.
Lot 41 was held by 16 people and was 
"divided into bits here and there the 
same as lot 23. In consequence of 
litigation as to the validity of the 
leases from 12 to 41 the tenants were 
unwilling to show the different spots 
occupied by each in lots 23 and 41.
These are about the proportion of their 
holdings, and may, I think, be valued in 
that form."
P. of Montlagh: Td. Derryadd. O.S.5,6,2,3.
"The intake of Lough Neagh was held by 
Samuel Ruddell and others."

THis share is undivided and claimed by 
the different lessees of the townland."
One lot was held undivided by 8 people in 
9ths. Another lot was held by 4'people 
in 4ths.
P. of Shanklll, Llscorran td.. O.S.6.
Lots 20, 21, 22 and 23 "comprise a joint 
lease."
Kllleavy Glebelanda.
"The second case of difficult property wa3 
that of the glebelands of Killeavy, in 
Armagh, an area of 720 acres divided up 
among 72 tenants who paid an average annual 
rent of £5. 9. 0 each.... The peculiar 
difficulty of this piece of property was 
not merely that the tenants were too poor 
to accept the offer of pre-emption, but 
that the farms of individual tenants 
consisted of small separate fields scattered 
here and there and unconnected by any 
definite right of way. The commissioners 
provided a map in their report showing the 
allocation of the land to different tenants 
of this property, and they instanced one 
farm of 5 acres, consisting of 6 fields of 
various sizes all unconnected with one 
another•"

Evidence.
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Source.

General Report 
of the Manors of 
Coolmalish, and 
Baleek with 
Hamilton’s Bavm 
and Argonnell.. 
part of the 
property of the 
Earl of Go3ford, 
by Wm. Greig, 
1818. (P.R.O.N.I.)

P. 34.

"A diificulty which also arose was the 
complex nature of the rights of turbary and 
commonage. It was frequently found that 
on land held by one tenant other tenants 
had rights of cutting turf., or cutting- 
rushes or sedge. Or a number of tenants 
held land in common in addition to their 
individual farms, each having a right to 
graze a different number of cattle on it.'1
Td. Upper Corromannon (Carrowmannan):
Barony of Lower Pews.
"Fields 1-15 (lessee And. Ross and sub
tenants John, Jas. and Hugh Ross) are held 
in a kind of rundale."
Lower Corromannon includes the following
joint holding:
Terence Bennet, Hugh Bennet, Danl. Bennet
Michi. Bennet.
Carrlckgollaghy (Carrlckgallogly)
(a) "Anthony and Dominick O’Heare formerly 

held jointly; when they divided a 
portion of coarse meadow was reserved 
in the middle of Dominick*3 holding 
for use of the former.”

(b) Terence Byrne, gave a portion of his 
farm to his son Hugh, who is married 
and has a family on the lands - he had 
two other sons resident with him; no 
regular division has been made., 
better they shift than to settle on a 
small portion of Inferior land.

(c) Deighan's farm was divided among the three children In a joint holding.
(d) Another farm held by Peter McParlan 

and son. Another 3on James got his 
share laid off and surveyed separately.

Evidence.
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P.100
Source.

Ibid. P.177.

Ibid. P.73.

Ibid. P.2S2

Carrlckananey td. (Carrickananny)
(a) Widow Linden and her son Hugh hold this 

jointly without any division.
(b) Jas0 Linden's farm now held jointly 

without any division by Jas. and Danl. 
Linden, John Crellly, son in lav/ to 
Jas., also resides on the farm and 
holds some portion.

(c) Wm. Patton, Senr., nof held by his sons 
Robt.,George and Johrytheir subtenants.

Drumnahunchun Td.
"Thos. and Jas. I cC lord. Chaa. Patterson, 
the former tenant gave part of this farm to 
Jas. Nesbitt, his son in law who was lately 
ejected, and since let to Whelan. Jas. 
McChord also married a daughter of Patterson, 
and got his part as a portion, being a joint 
partner with the others.'1
Gravhilla Td. (Greyhillan)
(a) Danl. and Widow MeParlane, a joint

holding.
(b) Peter and Mark Murphy - a joint holding. 
Td. Lisdrumchar.
"Froods le ase is subdivided among the under
tenants. When the lease expires., the part 
held by John McCan and J. Stevenson ought to 
be leased in one, the part held by Peter 
Murphy and partners, and Bernard McCan leased 
as another holding... Carty McCan's forming 
a separate holding also., the portions of 
meadow to be distributed as mostly to suit 
the circumstances."
Td. Drumgean (Drumgane).
(a) "H. Andersons lease. Wm. the son of the 

lessee occupies a considerable part.
Wid. Story was daughter of the lessee
and got her share as marriage portion.

Evidence.



Source.

A Book contain
ing the Maps of 
the Manor of 
Brownlow1 a-derry, 
being the Batata 
of Willm. Brownlow, 
Esq., surveyed 
in the year of 
our Lord 1751, by 
Patk. Dougan. 
(Estate Office, 
Lurgan•)

66.

Evidence.
Christopher Moore married another 
daughter and got his share. Arch. 
McClosky got his share as a marriage 
portion and has sold to Alex. McGuffin; 
this farm has been divided among three 
persons so as to give each a portion of 
the good, and inferior land3, and 
although it is thereby somewhat inter
mixed. . etc.

(b) McCartney's and Herron's lease, held 
jointly, may be re-let in separate 
portions as now surveyed.

Td. Dirlot (Derlett)
"Robt. Herron and Jas. McCartney formerly 
held jointly, and now surveyed separately 
should be so leased."
U. Brackly td.
(a) "Lot3 15 to 45. A joint meadow held by 

Mark Cully, Alex. McBurney, Wid. Greer, 
Robt. McBurney and Sarah McBurney."

(b) Another Joint meadow held by Wm. Sim 
John Kelly, John Nicol.

Glassdrurmnond & Corhamook tds.
Have similar joint meadows held by 
numerous undertenants.
arony of O'Neland, Td. Ballynarry.
a) Francis Farrell and

partners
b) Owen McCaghelly and

Wid. McVeagh
c) John O'Neill and

brothers
erryveen Island
iugh McGone and partners 
Coarse bogy pasture in 
common

Ac.
75

rd. 
0

per3. 
0

16 2 0
47 1 0

23 3 7
1 3 19
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Source.

A Lease book of 
the Brownlow 
Estate (17th 
and 18th century 
leases ).
(Estate Office, 
Lurgan.)

Evidence.
Derryinver td. Island of Derryavla.
John Hamill and Wm. Pattison
Derrycro Island 
Richd. bodle and John Mc: inny

and partners Ar.
rushy pasture

Coneykinigar td.
( a ) Wm. and.J~oEn Ogle
(b) Dominic McStea & partners
(c) John and Joshua Shepherd

and 5 other separate tenants.

Ac. rd. nera.
31 2 30

24. 3 2439 1 5

65 0 019 0 1076 0 0

Clankillvoragh td.
Dominic McStea and partners 18 0 5
and three other separate tenants.

Klnygo td. includes
John and Wm. Masdin 27 2 9
1715.
TTTcHd« Clearke and partners .. all that 
Sessah of Ballinarrv,called Derrislentry 
and Derryinver formerly leased to Wm* Irwin 
(Expired).
1726.
Owen O'Neill and partners, being part of the 
td. of Ballinarry. (Expired).
1713.J. Turkington.. part of Derrymacash, with a 
pori>ortion of bog let out between him and 
his partners for three lives. (No renewal.)
1734.
Jas. Symaston.. part of the td. of Derrymacash 
with a proportion of bog let out between him 
and his partners for three lives expired.
Drumlellum (part of):
(a) Art McLindon and Knogher McLindon 

(assessed but no lease.
(b) Patt and Neill Prunty for 21 years.
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Source.

Rlchmont Rent 
Rolls.

Evidence.
1701.
Y/ra. Eden and partners for Clonmakesh. .. 
for 31 years.

Lacharial Doher and partners for Clanmakele 
for 31 years.
John Forest and partners for Glancore and 
Derrykeran for 31 years.
Michael Harrison and partners - Drumherrlff.
Oliver Dowey and partner .. Derrlnra 
(Derrinraw).

Jn. Miller and partner - Part of Kinoneill 
(Canoneill) and Timulkenny.

Jn. Reid and partner - Kingarif (Kingarve).
Thos. Atkinson and partner - Kinagoland.
Litters and partners - for part of Faroe 
Hill (no lease).
1714.
7 7 “Deary (expired) 40 ac. being part of the 
td. of Knockramer, being in partnership 
with Ed. Murphy and Isaac Cowzens, by 
reason of an inconvenience dividing thereof... 
for 31 years.

Ed. Murphy, 20 ac. being in partnership with
Isaac Cowzens and Jn. Deary. 
Isaac Cowzens " " " " tt ft »

1715.
Jasand John Robb... Derrybroughas td., and 
the Robbs to allow 1 acre of dry ground to 
put timber on for the partners.

Sessiagh of Ballinary
Dominic McStay and partners:

1742"". £5. 15. 0 t yrly. paid by partners -
Jn. McCann, Pat Corrigan, Murtagh 
McCan and D, McStea.

1745. To the above are added P. McStea 
and Jas, McCan.

Roger 0» lie ill and partners - Balllnary td.
1742. Partners mentioned in rental .,Mart McConwell, Wid. P, McGoan 

Roger O’Neill.
1743. Jn. O'Neill, Bryan magoan, Owen

O'Neill, R.O'Neill, John O'Neill.
1744. Jas. Dynes' wife.



69.

Source.
1745. Phelemy Hendron.
1746. Ed. Neile, Hugh Magoane, Phel*

Magoan, Wid, Pat. Magoan, Chas.O'Neil. 
1748. Ed. Owen, Roger, Jn. Chas. O'Heill;

Jas. Dynes, Mart. McConwell, Hugh 
and Phel Magoane.

John Deary and partners for Slentry
1742. Bryan McKain, Wid. Cha3 Farrell,

Henry Devlin, Fr* Ferrill, Wm.
Farrel, Dan Raddle's son, Pat.
Donolly, Toal McVeagh, Jas.
McKaghely, Fr. Farrell, Own.McKaghely.

Wid. Knogher McLindon (no lease) Part of 
Druinlellum.
1742-44. Own. Donolly, Denis McLinden and 

Paul McCodden. Paid £14. 18. 8. 
1748. Own. Donnoly, Denis and Jn. McLinden, Wid. Knogher.
1752. Jn. McLinden and partners.

Evidence.

"A book containing Derrymacash td. (part of); 
the Maps of the Jas. Turkington and brothers (undivided 
Manor of Brownlow's farm in scattered portions).
Derry...." 1751.
(Estate Office,
Lurgan.)
"Abstract from a Kinnigo: To Aghley McAghley, Cormick
Brief Survey of the McShane, Owen McCartan and others for 
several leases, and 3 years 1$65. 
other holdings with- Klnnigoi Jas. Patterson, Robt. Masdin and 

Cormick McAughley. 1690.
Derrytrasna: To Turiough McAughley and Neil 

O'Doon and Aughley McQuone for 21 years, 
1673.

Perryslentry moyety of ses3iagh of., to 
Mathew and Art. McQuone. 1672 (part of 
Ballinarry.

Derryvlragh (part of Ballinery)
2/5ths of .. Phellm O'Connolly and líate 
Gribbin.

Museum.

in the Manor of 
Brownlow's Derry, 
as it is settled 
this first day of 
May, Anno Domini 
1667.. together 
with brief survey 
of some other 
lands then belong
ing to ye said A 
Arthur in the Cos. 
of Louth and 
Monaghan."
In Armagh Co.
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Source. Evidence.

P.R.O.N.I.(photostat) 
Burgess Docs., 
18th century 
Estate Maps.
Rent Book 1786 
Verner Docs• 
P.R.O.N.I.

Derrivlragh.
3/5th or sessiagh.. Henry O’Murry,
Ever O’Neill and Pat. Kettle, jun. 1673.

Td. Dromarin - 1797 - included were:
(a) Ed. McConnell and partners.
(b) John Piercey and partners.

Kiltlbridge.
(a) ', ’¿fas7, Judith and Patk. Hughes.
(b) Robt. Bocock and partners.

Derrylee.
(a) Henry McKee, Teigue Magery and Con.

O'Neill.
(b) Deni3 Cahily, Roger Mackrell and

Danl. Reavy.
(c) Sarah, Bryan, Owen and Laughlin

Magery.
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APPENDIX E.Ill

Evidence of Partnership and. Joint Holdings.
Co. Down.

Source. Evidence.
'‘Abstract of rents Scald Quarter & Ballygallv: 
and arrears of D. dibson and partners. "
rent due out of 
the Estate of the 
Rt.Hon.Ed. Southwell, , 
Esq. in the Co. of 
Down, for one year 
to and including 
Allsaints, 1752"
(in Dunleath 
Estate Office, 
Downpatrick.)

Quoils (part of Carnagrane)
Jn. Coulter and partners.

Carrowany and Island
j, Maglenon and"partners.

Llggamaddy
Thos. Hunter, Jas. Lewer3, John Hunter, 
and Widow KcCoriston (all a joint rent).

Terminane (Turmennan).
Qtr.7 Jn. Morrison, Jn. and Wm.Jameson. 

J Qtr.. Sami. Co3ty.
1 Qrt.. J. Mathewson and partners.

Lisbane.
— i Town.. Nich. Magenity and Bryan

Magenity (a joint rent). 
Danl. Sloan and Hugh Peak 

(a joint rent).
Marshals town

(a) Jas.lest and Danl. McCartan
(a joint holding)

(b) Jas. Ronan and Danl. McAlister
( a joint holding)

(c) Henry Pitzimmons and Peter Grant
(a joint holding)

Demesnes of Downe .. (Whinny Hill)
-i part .... G. Syars 
-i part .... D. Caddell 
I part .... J. Sankey 
f part .... Rev. Mr. Kevin.
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P.R.O.N.I.
Rent Roll of the 
Manor of Down
patrick (The Wallace 
Estate)
1714-18.

Source.

P.R.O. Transcript 
"Copy of Robt. 
Maxwell's Rent 
Roll 1743.

Upper Ballyvange (part of)
(a; Frs. Benson and Rich. Fitzimmons, 

leased 1687 for 21 years.
(b) Frs. Shaw and Thos. Dickson.
Lower Ballymote

Andrew MeNeely and Pat. Williamson.
Saul quarter
(a) Jno. Crawford and partners.
(b) a parcel.. Alex McKee and J. Perry.
(c , Slewgran.. Pat McKeige and partners.
(d) a parcel.. Pat Kinner and partners

(at will).
Upper Ballysugagh 
(aj «jas. KcGiennon and partners 

(leased 1696 for 41 yr3.)
(b) Mountain Qtr.. Pat Kelly and Dan O'I,Ion a.
Tobermoney.Thos. Gordon and partners.
Annacloy (Cargagh Qtr.)
1/3rd.part.. Jas Morrison 
l/3rd part.. J. McGrory and Pat Mullan. 
l/3rd part.. J. Johnston, Jno. Graham

and O'Prey.
Castle Qtr.¿/orcT Jan Roney, Hugh and Manus Burns 

and Eeattj.
2/3rd. Robt. Savage and undertenants. 
Sufflcial Qtr: J.McEurney Sc Robt. Walsh.
Rann» Widow Peery and children.
Inner Inch:(a) J. Coulter and partners
(b) Danl. Casement.
Outer Inch'"(a) JasTUelshman and partners £8. 1(5. 3
(b) Jas. Cochrane and partners 8. 15. 3

Evidence.
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Source. Evidence .
Ballyrenan (part of)
(a) I'cCrisican, Law and Jas. Perry.
(b) Wm. Carvill and Nick Casement.
(c) Wm. Morrison and partners.
(d) Jas. Casement and partners and cotters.
Dunanelly (part of)
(a) Christopher Quinn and partners.
(b) Chas. McCallister and partner.
(c) Roger Quinn and partner.
Eagheracranmony (part of)
(a) John Savage and partners.
(b) Jas. and Alex. McMurray.
(c) Thos. Duffy and Hugh Shoals.
(d) Jas. Hutton and ?Iugh McCartan.
Ballynacraig (part of)

J. Gray and partners.
Ballygawley (part of)
(a) F7 and Clem Jennings.
(b) Widow Parkinson and partners.
Eallyrolly

J. Gray and partners (the whole td. )
(Annesley Estate 
Office, Cas tie
rce llan) "The 
Manor of Castle- 
Willian in the Co. 
of Down, part of the 
Estate of Wm. 
Annesley, Esq., 
Surveyed by Hugh 
Jackson 1742."

I

Slevenabolly
Tenants!-
1. The-0*Ronnys 

ar . ,  past.,
Qr.

bog, meadow mt. 214 1 82. Wm. O’Rormy ditto 73 3 103. J.McCracken ar. and past. 8 1 04. E. Adams it 0 ii 22 0 185. Wm.Y/right ii ii n 16 0 206. Widow Scott ar. past.& meadow 12 1 317. D. 0 * Hear ar. and past. 15. 3 08. Jas. Massy er. pa3t. &  meadow 181 3 249. R. Garvey » » it 13 1 010. P. McCown »» » » 23 0 611. P. Owens h it h 22 1 012. In common 
to last three ar.past.bog &  mt. 109 0 0
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Source. Evidence

10 0 12 
72 2 0
47 2 28

Benra. (Benrow)
X. Br. Tully Hagenar.past.bog.meadow 51 0 28
2. J. Mackilbuoy ditto
3. H. Gribin and partnersditto
4. Daniel Macilbouy

and partners
5. Derby Conaltie and

partners ditto.
6. Mr. Tully Hagen - ar.
7. Derby Nogher ar. pa3t.bog 30
8. John O'Heerar.past.bog.meadow 51
9. Jas. Conaltie ar. past.
10. Ed. Kelly " "
11. Pat Conaltie 
(12. Owen McGlave 

a joint (13. Hugh Conaltie 
holding (14. Wm. Conaltie (15. J. Roaghen 

(16. Owen Conaltie

ii
h
ii
it
ii

it

75
2

19
ii

2
3
3
0
2
ii

08
32
20
26

ii

24
111

3
1

20

38

Leitrim includes1. Jas. Daughterly and partnerar. past, meadow
2. John Gielis and partnerar. past, meadow
3. Hugh McKee and partnerar. past, meadow 
8. Mountain "to last four 

(4, 5, 6, 7).
13. Mountain "to last four

(9,10,11,12).
14. Park. Conaltie and partnersar. past, meadow 
18. Moss to last three 

(15, 16, 17).

Ba
t :

and 19 single tenants.
llvmagroghan 
Macilbouys at ye logh.

2. Macilbouys
ar. mt. bog.

). 2 . 8 mt.

31 1 4
38 0 0
48 1 3
58 2 0
73 3 2
33 2 4
28 0 10.

90 1 10
;. 80 3 0
in the td.
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S ou rce .
Evidence.

Legananny td.1. Murphys' half Qr.ar. past, mt.bog.meadow
2. Denis McGuinaghen ar. 5 0 10)
3. Hugh Byrn 11
4. Nich. Douny 11
5. Danl. Morgan "
6. Bryan Macllroy "
10. Hugh Morgan and partners

ar. 20 1 30. past 6 1

8 0 
9 1 
7 0 

48 0

0)
0)
12)
0)
0

158 0 0
in common 
together 
with mt. and 
pasture.

u 4 1 0 & 
0

9. Patk. Magran
“ 16 3 0

8. Wm. 0‘Ree" 28 1 0 " 7 1
12. Edm. Morgan and partnersar. past. mt. meadow
13. Derby 'Ward andpartners, ar.past.beg.meadow
14. Jas. Magin andpartners ar.past.bog.meadow 

and mountain in common to
V> rt+lVt

mountain
78 0 8

152 2 20
61 0 0
90 0 0
130 0 0

and 2 other single tenants.

Backaderry6. Patk. Offlin and partnersar. past.mt.bog.meadow
7. J. Hoyn and ye widowar. past. bog.
9. John Graham and partnerar. past.mt.bog.meadow
13. Jas.Burns and partnerar. past, meadow
14. Danl. Burns and partnerar. past, meadow
15. Morris Welsh and partnersar.past. mt. bog.

and 8 other single tenants. 
Clarkhlll1. Anthony Magennis etc.ar. past, mt.bog. meadow
2. Patk. Hoyn etc.ar. past, mt.bog.meadow
3. J. Malhelme etc.ar. past, mt.bog.meadow 4 * 6 *
4. Thos. McCartan, etc.ar. past, mt.bog.meadow
6. Fitzpatrick, The Cowns etc.and 9 other single tenants

123.3 14
74 0 38
64 3 10
71 2 0
56. 0 0
65 0 0

33 0 30
38 0 0
112 0 0
75 0 0135 3 0
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S ou rce .

P.R.O.N.I.
“A survey of the 
Estate of Rowley 
Hall, Esq. in the 
Barony of Lecale, 
Go.Down by 
J. Sloane".
late 18th century.
P .R O .N .I .  
(photostat)
Maps of the 
Rathfriland 
Estate of the 
Earl and Countess 
of Clanwilliam, 
mdcclxxvi (1776).

E vid en ce .

Lurgan Castlewillin 
4. Hugh Burns, e tc.

ar. past, wood.bog.meadow 74 0 06. Patk. Daniel, etc.
ar. past, meadow 87 3 107. Dudley McKeal, etc.
ar. past. 40 3 09. Roger McDonnell, etc.
ar. past. bogg. CO • 3 010. Danl. Funny, etc.
ar. past. 22 2 1213. Moss in common 26 0 0

and 7 other single tenants.

Ballyflornan includes 
"Widow Denvor and partners.

Td. Drumadonnel includes
(a) Lots 48,49,50 Robt. Dick

and company oo P PP
(b) " 51, Wm. Gibson and

company - "This lot 13 1 ip
is an island in the bog."

(c) Lots 52,53,54. Rowland
McNeight and Company.

Td. Ballymcllrelny 1769 includes
(a ) FeHi Gamble and Company 19 3 22
(b) Robt. Gleeland and Company 13 1 8
Heath bog and pasture in common to several 
tenants.
(c) Jn. Hutchinson, etc. 29 3 22
(d) Richd. Weir and Company 18 3 24
Shank111 td. includes

Nathaniel Porter and Company
Tullymore td. includes

Shannon and Company 72 2 15
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"Source. E v id e n ce .
Downshire Estate 
Office, Hillsborough.
1. A Map of the ^ td. 
of Listullycurran of 
the Barony of Iveagh. 
The Estate of Fr. 
White. 1805.
2. A bound volume of 
maps of the Estate 
of Dundrum in the 
Barony of Lecale,
by Brownrigg & Co. 
1803.

Includes (a) S. Mercer and son3
(b) Qeo. Murphy & partners.

Ballvbannon (Ballybannon) td. Schedule includes:
No.7. Jn. and Hugh Mulholland.

8. Hugh Mulholland and Pat. McGlymen, 
and ^ of lot 19 in common.

14 and 15. Mary and Patt Connor
22. Miles and Wid. Walsh and l/3rd

of No.24. Common pasture.
23. Michl. Jefferson, Pat McVay,Pat McGowan.
29. Jn. Arthur and Richd. Green.
30. Waste in common to Win. Murray,

Jn. Wilson, Arthur Kelly and Pat. Savage.
4 3 & 44. Bryan McCann and Jn. Rogan.
49 & 48. Ch. Donnelly and Wm.McCoraosky 50. Hugh Rooney if, Danl. Rooney 

Cornelius Rooney 
51 & 52. Ditto Ditto Ditto.
53. Wm. Peter and Bernard Fitzpatrick. 
62. In common to Peter Cassidy and Hugh Seed.
68 & 67. Sami. Ramsey and Vim. McGovm. 
71.g-Belongs to D. Orr, and half to 

Ramsey and McGovm.
Td. iuoneylano

5 Holdings in this td. are in joint 
ownership, some held in fractional proportions.

Wateresk td. included in the Schedule...
1. Richd. Cummins and partners.

2,3,4. " " " “
_w J i- xjxuuou ana Barkley.66. Bernard and Jn. Gordon^, Bernard McGovm

Bernard McGown Bernard and Jn. 
Gordon Kerr-c.

70.



Source Evidence.

13
7,

Hilltown Estate 
Maps 1803. 
Downshire 
Estate.

1846

1803

1803

IT. Tyre 11a.
”1,2,37! Henry Magrath and partners.

4. Patk. Denver and partners.
14,15,16. Jas Cardwell and partner.
,9,10,11,12. Tinkin Killen. All scattered

pieces.20-24. Felix Maginn. All scattered pieces. 26. Thos. Denver and partner.
Ardaghey td. around the cluster are a number 
of joint holdings.

Ho.20. Thos. Wright 2/3rds., Alex Wright l/3rd.
21. Jn. Wright {r, Jn. McCullogh 1/3,

Jn. McCullogh, Junr. 1/6.
22. H. and Win. Wright.

Goward includes
------ Jn. Caulfield and partners.

and undivided mountain is attached to this 
townland.

Stang includes
---- Ja3 Ward and Fartner

Ed. Morgan and partner 
Pr. Woods and partner 

and a number of other small holdings.
No divisions shown, and only the 
Middleman's name on the Schedule, via.
Dr. Magennia.

Spelga Mt, and Deers Meadow, Spaltha and 
Corrigthu in common to the tds. of Goward, 
Stang, Ballykeel, Drumbunniff.
Seafin .. a No. of joint farms are included 
in the Schedule.
Slovenelargy Includes “I. Thos andKobt. Wright.
4. Danl., Pater and Hugh McCarten.
5. Widow, Jas., Nich., Hyde and partners.
8. Owen and Widow Fagan.
10. Patt sand Thos«, Sawey.
Another Map of Sllevenelargy 1803 gives 
the following names of the partners of
lot No.5. . _ . . ,Widow, Jas., Nicholas and Robert Hyde,
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Source.

Maps of the 
Castlereagh 
Estate 1802.

Downshire Estates 
1789 Rent Roll. 
“Particulars of 
the rent rolls 
of the Heredit
aments included 
in such power 
and part3 
thereof(Estate Office, 
Hillsborough.)

Evidence.
Richard Smyth, Jno. and Patt McGomb, 
Francis Loughlin and Widow Hare.

Tullenesough includes 2 joint holdings 
with threepeople in each.

Ballylough, 1803 includes
Samuel Johnston and partners 
Robt. Thompson and partners.

Lisbane - the lands about the cluster held 
by:"- Lo Scott and sons 

Wid. Scott and sons 
Patk. and Joseph Scott.

all undivided holdings.

Aghandunvarran - includes Jas. McDonnell 
and partners.
Backnamullagh - includes

Wm. Young and partners 
Gb o . Dickson and partners
J. Erwin and partners.
Rose McClugan and partners 
Wm. Harrison and partner.
J. Young and partner

and 7 other single lessees.
Ballycrum.

J. Young and partners.
Erwin and partner 

and 15 other single holders.
Ballylceelartef inny.
‘ Thos. Finny and partners

Hugh McNally and partners. 
and 25 other single holders.

Ballykeel Edenagonell.
V/m. Walker end partners.
Adam Magee and partners
Emerson and partners 
J. Beatty and sons, 

and 9 other single holders.
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Ballykeel Loghern.
Wnio McCartney and partners 
Widow and Jas. Gillespie.
Robt. and Sml. Gillespie.
Robt. and Wm. Erwin.
Jas. Scott and partners, 

and 9 other single holders.
ballynock.

J. and Elizabeth Wilson.
J. Kinkead and partner, 

and 36 other single holders.
Ballyllntogh

V/ni.,Ja3., John and Sami. Cowan
whole tovmland. 364 ac. 1. o.

Source. Evidence.

Ballymurphy.
Hugh Donaldson and partners 
J. Caruthers and partners.
Jas. Ewrin and partner.
Mathew McKee and partners.
Jas. McKee and partners .
D. McCracken and partner, 

and 2 other single holders.
^allyworphy.J. and Jas. Downs.

Wm. Rainy and partner.
J. Beatty and partners.
P. Fleming and partner.
R. Semple and partner.
Sami. Patterson and partner, 

and 23 other names on the Schedule.
begny.Late Mary Liggs and undertenants. 

Whole townland.
Cargygray.

Late Jane McCains 1 undertenants, 
.hole tovmland.

Carnbane.
Susanna Johnson and sons, 

and 14 other single lessees.
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Source. Evidence.
Carnreagh.

Late Tod McKeown and partners 
and 20 other single leasees.

Carrleknedarriff.
Andrew Bell and partner.
Alex Rutherford and partner. 
Thos. and Sami. Bell 

and 9 other single lessees.
Clogher.¡Tas. and Robt. Gibson.

Wm. Drake and partners.
Mary Walker and partner.
Jane Philpot and sons 

and 24 other single lessees.
Corcreeny.Widow Johnston and sons. 

Harpers.
Late Jas. Wilson and partners. 
; ary Ann Ogle and partner 
and 25 other single lessees.

Purdy♦Jas. Convery and Jas. Rice. 
Wm. and John Orr 
and 36 other single lessees.

Drumandony♦
Thos. and Sami. Nicholson. 
J.,Wra., and Jas. Kells on 
R. and Wm. Burgess 
Jas. Nicholson and partners 
Alex and Robt. McCreery 
and 20 other single lessees.

Lroinathihue.
‘ Jane-! cAllister and partners . 

Wm. Robinson, and partner.
J. Mayne and partner.
Prs. Poy and partner.
J. and Robt. Murray 

and 12 other single lessees.
Drumnenockan
‘ H. Fergus and partners

Mich. Montgomery and partners 
and 7 other single holders.
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Source. Evidence.
Sdenacullo (Edenticullo)

Owen, Ed., and Hugh Rogan. 
Sarah and Mary Copeland.
Jas. and Thos. Kean.
Jas. Morrison and Sami. Tate. 
Hobt. and Jermiah Smith. 
David and Robt. Porde.

Edentrllliok
John Maine and partner, 

and 13 other single holders.
Growell.

Win. Knox and partners .
Andrew and Wm. Robinson 
Eleanor and Sami. Jesse, 
and 11 other single holders.

Hillsborough Estate:
Lappagh.j. and Jas. Turner 

and 14 other single holders.
Lis tullycorran

J. and Robt. Donaldson.
Lurganvlll-Jas. McCartin and partners. 

Elis. Connor and 3ons.
Thos. and Hugh Savery 

and 16 other single holders.
Maghryconluce.

Sarah droves and partners 
J. Maharge and partners 
Alex and Wm. Reid 
and 19 other single holders.

,,aghrygarry.
Margaret Fowler and son 

and 17 other single holders.
Maze.

Widow Martin and sons 
J. Copper and Jn. Chapman 
Silas and Wm. Dickson 
Oliver and Moses Cherry 
Tho3. and Win. Cooper
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Source. Evidence.
Maze (Contd.)

Moses and Jas. Stelliard 
Widow Carnaghan and sons 
Jas. Phenix and partners 
David Quail and partner 
D. Quail and H. McClatchey 
Alice Brady and son3 
R. Jefferson and partner.

Uoydal/mn.
Ja3o Gibson and partner 
Wm. Corbitt and partners 
Jas. Birch and partner.

Mullagharln
“ Eleanor Hamilton and partners 

Jas. Gibson and partners 
and 15 other single holders

Rivernon (Ravernet)
Jas. Henderson and partner 
Mary Gorman and partners 
Mary Bell and partners 
Mary McKee and partners 
and 6 other single holders

Toghblane (Taughblane)
Mary Stanfield and partners 
Geo*. Gibson and partners 
Elis, and John Sinclair.

Manors of Castlereagh and Slatnalles
Ballycarronyannon (Ballycarngannon)

Thos. and Wm. GrahamJ. Jas. and Dan. Carlisle
Wm. and Thos. Graham and partners
Robt. and Hugh Thompson
Wid. Norwood and partner.

Ballymaobrenan.
Thos. Graham and partner 
John and Jas. Srait̂
Sami. Miles and partner 
Matthew Pettycrew and partners 
Susanna McClurg and partner 

and 23 other single holders.
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Source. Evidence.
Branlel

Sami. Mulligan and partner. 
Sarah Sprott and partner 

and 22 other single holders.
CarreduiT

¿fas. and Arthur Morrison 
Lawrence and Jas. Scott 

and 6 other single holders.
Carrickmaderow (Carrlckmaddyroe) 

Wm. Fitzsimmons and partner 
Jas. Erwin and partner 

and 13 other single holders
Carrlckneveragh.

Jas. and John Little 
Widow and J. Herron 
and 32 other single holders.

Castlereagh
R o b L e t h e m  and partner 

and 17 other single holders
Clontonecally (Clontakelly)

Alex. Tf. Jas. Orr 
Rachel Orr and partner 
Jas o Bradley and partner 
Jas. Scott and partners 
John Stewart and partners 
Alex and Jas. Dobbin 
and 18 other single holders

Cregagh.John McDowell and partners 
and 3 other single holders

Cro33necreevy
J. Stewart and partner 
Jas. Gonely and partners 
David Moore and partner 
J. Gillmore and partner 
J. Blackely and partners 
Eliz. Blackely and partners 
Brice and Jas. McKee 
Jas. and Richd. Gorry 
Alex McBride and partners 
and 7 other single holders
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Source

t

Evidence.
Crossan

Jas. and Robt. Harvey
Thos. Cunningham and partner

Hillhall
Robt. Mercer and partners 
J. Marr and partners (mill)
MIchi. and Ed. Harrison

Lever’o&e
David Gaddis and partners 
Jas. and J. Williamson 

and 4 other single holders
Lisbane

John Gill and partners 
Robt. Eager and partners 
J. Hogg and partner 

and 10 other single holders
Llsnabreeny

Jn. Hawthorne and partner 
Jas. Spencer and partner 
John Ross and partners 
Jas. and Wm. Mclvlekin 
J. Morton and partners 
Marg. Young and partners 
Jas. Stewart and partners 
Geo. Green and partners 
and 15 other single holders.

Paternas Estate in Upper Iveagh
Ardaghy.Widow Wright and partners 

J. Wright and partners 
Thos. McCullogh and partners 

A ioint ( J .  Lynn, Jas. Smyth, Jas. Penny, Sen» &
holain. 100 ac ( Jun., Mathew Johnson, Geo. Martin and 
TMnf rent ( son, Wm. Colgan and partners, Hugh 
£5. 13. 9- ( Hawthorne, Jas. Allen.

Rallvcashoan (Ballycoshone)
Roger Magennis, Cabra and Murdoch Mills Joint holding
and 9 other single holders.
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Source.
Barmeen (Barnmeen)

Mary and Owen Fegan.
Hugh Began and partners 
Widow and Nicholas Fegan 
Hugh Fegan and brothers 
Widow Fegan and sons 
and 17 other single holdings

Ballykeel
Geo. Hadzor and partners 

and 8 other single holders

Evidence.

Doyle
Catherine McLindon and partners 

and 4 other single holders.
Cargulllan (Corcullion)

J. Herron and partners 
J. McMullen and partners 
J. Matthew and partner 

and 15 other single holders.
Oleomack.

Jas. Roney and partner 
and 27 other single holders

Drumdrlnagh
Jas. and Thos. Moffett 
Hugh McCullogh and partners 
Jas. Henderson and partner 

and 13 other single holders.
Drumlee.

Sami. Maharge and partner 
Mary Gibson and partners 
Andrew Kearney and partners. 
EliZo and Morgan 
Widow Morrinan and partners 

and 23 other single holders.
Gla3ker Beg.

Robto Greaton and partners 
Anthony Loughanon and partners 
and 6 other single holders

Goward
"Hugh and Owen Morgan ) £10. 17. 0Owen Rowney ) it tt tt

Widow Morgan ) tt it it a jointJas. Hagan & partner ) 9. 17. 0 rent
Wm. Magin ) 3 Quarters
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Source Evidence.
Lisneslegan

Davi'ä McLennaghan and partner 
Mary Flanaghan and sons 
and 13 other holders.

Goward
Robert and Sami. Bole - a quarter. 

Slovenelargy
Terence Fitzpatrick )
Owen McCarlin ) a joint holding
John McCarlin & partners) 132. 3. 33.
Wm. Wright & partners )

The undertenants of late Frs.O'Neill 133 acs.
Tullenesough - i3 all a joint lease or take 
of 324. 1. 21 held by 325 tenants including*- Jas. Wilson and partner 

John Bingham Sr. and Jr.
J. McCullogh and partner 
H. and f. Keating 
Owen McElhoy and partners 
Widow Soy and partner.

Tulllntanvally
Phelimy Hill and partner 

and 18 other single holders
TullyquillyPa tic. McGuiggan and partners 

and 13 other single holders.
Banbrldge and Loughbrlclcland Estat es

Ardbrin.Hector Piagenis and partners 
J. and Alex. Henry 
John Tweedy and partners 
John Clarke and partners 
Jas. and Dick McGuffolk 
Robt. Barker and partners 
A. and Terence Byrne 
Bridget Byrne and partner.

Ballylough.
John Robinson and partners 
Christopher Fell and partner 
Ja3. English and partners 
Gilbert Clery and partner 
and 13 other single tenants.
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Source

Downshire Estates 
Rent Ledger 
Kilwarlin 1732 
and 34.
U.Iveagh 1736 
and 38o

Evidence.
Ballynabragget.

Robt. Davidson and partners 
John Chambers and partners 
J. Smyth and partner 

and 17 other single holders.
Brlckland.

Wm. Deale and partners 
Danl. and Wm. 0'Mu3ky 
John McGuffolk and partners

ballyvally
Robt. McBride and partners 
Widow Harolll and partners 
J. Dunn and partners.

Kascum (Caskum)
J. and Robt. Wyley 
Geo. Bell and partner 
J. Chambers and partners 
J. and Wm. Beck

Tullyrane (Tullyraln)
Jas. Forsythe and partners 
J. and Hugh Chambers 
Richd. Silcock and partners

Ballymurphy (part of)
Agnes Scott and partners.

Maghryconluce (part of)
Widow Lyons and partners 
Mich. Mathews, Ja3. Erwin and 

David McCreevy 
Geo. Knox and partners

DrumnenockanMosesFerguson and partners 
Hugh Montgomery and partners 

the whole townland
GrowellJ. McCormick and partners ) the whole

J. Donaldson ) townland.
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Source . Evidence
Slevenelargy

Mr. Richard. Johnston and) Separate
Wm. Blytli ) lea3 6 3 .

Ardaghee
rlios. Wright and Thos
McCullogh (separate leases)

Carqulllan
Robt. McMullan £
Wm. Blyth t

Goward
Danl. Hagan Jas. Magin
Ed. Hagan Patk. McLaughlin
Hugh Doyle Patt. Morgan 
Ed. Doyle

Ballycashoan.Robt. McComb •£, J. Kelly 
Thoso Bell

BallyworphyAlex. Torn and partners (part of) 
Tullandony

“ £37 Heatly and partners (part of) 
BallymurphyAgnes Scott and partners
Drumlller (1754)
—  Jas. Wilson and partners 

Jo Mills and partners
Glaskerbegg (1757)

Widow, Patrick Byrne and partners.
Goward (1757)— ' Hugh and Owen Morgan Quarter

Owen Rooney
Phel. Morgan " "
Jas. Hogan and Phel. Morgan Quarter 
Wm. Magin Quarter joining the Bann.
David Bold for a Quarter.
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A Map of the 
Estate of Jasper 
Brownlow.Es tat e 
Office Lurgan.

Source

P.R.O.N.I.(transcript) 
Extracts from 
"Clanbrassil 
Rent Rolls 
late 17th 
century.

Evidence.
Td. Tullyglush - 1801

One portion of 47 acres held by:- 
David Patterson and partners.

Ballyw&ltorlands
Robt. Simson.. one tenmt. foul1 acres of

outland & 1.13.4. 6 hens
days work 6.

Aeneas McMullin.. one tenmt. at 0.13.4.
■ ““ One acre of outland 5/-;

One acre cf 'Inland "at a bole of barley.
Bole of barley 1.Hens 6.
days work 6.

Janit Johnson., i acre of Inland at £ a 
“ bole of barley.

John Patterson., l| ac. of inland at a 
--- - bole and £ oTbarky yrly.
Widow Shearer., one tenmt., | ac. of inland 
-- ■--------- at | a bole of barley.
.t. Orr and Hugh Browne,. 8 tenmta., £ ao.
—  -- inland, l4 ac. of outland,

4 ac. of moorland.
Jas. Mitchell from Rt. Hon. Sir Hans
—  -- Tiamilton and Jas Hamilton, Esq.

from 1678, for 31 yrs. &?,- acres 
of land formerly in hia father»s 
possession, and seven acres and a 
half of land - all outland and 
moorland, except l| acres of 
inland, that pays barley at a 
yrly. rent of £2. 16. 0.

vim Pfinoer als. Marg. Scott., one tenmt---at IQ/-, and'T T aores of Inland
at a Dole and a half of barley.
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Source

Ibid.

Wm. Meehan., one tenmt. at 10/- and two
— fibres of outland at 5/“*_an acre, and 

ij. acres of Inland at If boles of 
barley.

Robt. Long.. one tenmt. 10/- and 5̂  acres of
■---- outland at 5/- an acre, and £ acre of

In'l’ancTat £ a bole of barley.
Patrick Orr.. one tenmt. at 10/—, one back—  - - m r r z t  5/-, and 4 acres of outland

at 5/- an acre; one acre of outland 
at 2/6 and l£ acres of Inland at 
1-| boles of barley.

Wm. Long.. one tenmt. 10/-, 3 acres of
----- "outland at 5/- an acre, If acres of

iHÍañd~at l£ boles of barley.
v,nHrtw wille and Rd. Campbell.. 2 tenmfcs. 

and 5 acres of outland.
p.33. Rangor Towne.

Pntk. McMeehan.. one,tenmt. In Ballynagee
—  --LaTTÜT^, and £ acre of outland at

A a bole of oats.
PMnlav Martin., £ tenmt. and back garden,
£===—  and 9“acres of outland, with ye banks

and ye braes adjoining to ye cole green.
Kennedv.. i tenmt. in Ballynegee at 6/8,of lnlatd at a bole of
barley* „ja. Lukes, Esq. also pays for 4 acres of 

r»nt-land 4 boles of oats, and for two acres 
of inland 2 bole3 of barley.

__ llnlv,A inhabitants of Hollywood to grase on the p.TC & 77. "The inhabl ^  pay above 2/6 the W ,
lf anv grase in winter, they shall be 

obliged to grase the same in summer.«'
The lands of Hollywood were held as above.

Evidence.
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Source. Evidence,
O.S. Valuation 
1859

Mr. Cunningham 
aged 83, of 
Ballyvaston. 
(Tradition).

Barony of Lecale, Parish of Rathmullan
The townland Ballyvaston - "A rúndale holding" 
In a field of 6 acres there were 24 tenants.

0"He never hard the word "rúndale", but 
pointed out to me "the sand dales" immediately above the road, where several people held 3 intermixed strips of good land, which were 
unfenced and divided off only by narrow ribs 
or meanings. These formerly belonged to the 
Murphys of the now ruined cluster of 
Murphystown, and had their origin, like the 
cluster, In the subdivision of a single farm 
among sons. The old people of the cluster 
died out, the holdings passing to members of 
his own family by marriage, and though they 
preserved the "dales" they did not take up 
residence in the cluster. Below the road 
the "warren" was similarly held In "dales"
In the "fall land" below the "warren", and* on "fall more" beyond the "sand dales" 
sheep used to be grazed In common. They 
also had commonage formerly for mending and 
drying fiahing nets along the shore. 'The 
sea wrack wa3 once divided out in shares 
according to the acreage of arable each 
possessed, strips being marked out when the 
seaweed had been cast on the beds. Similar 
dales used to occur on a subdivided farm in Clanmaghery townland.
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APPENDIX K.IV.

Co.Fermanagh.

Source
Tradition 
recorded by 
Mr. C. Riley 
for B.A. dissertation.

Ordnance Survey 
Valuation,
1859 field 
books, and 
maps.

Evidence.
"Rundale still exists in Ardshanklll td. 
on Boa Island. The rest of the Island was 
formerly farmed like this until the 19th 
century evictions of the landlords.
Ardshankill being "freoland" was not affected. 
Here the cluster still survives on a rock 
ridge that rises above the general level 
of the land about. There are nine 
families. Around the ridge are the little 
walled gardens, but the main area of 
cultivation Is the "Rundale Hill* or the 
"Batteny", which is divided into strips 
10 yards wide, separated by Hearings.'1
"The rest of the td. is a commonage. Hero 
the cows are grazed in numbers proportionate 
to the arable acreage of the holdings.
This is regulated by the standard of measure 
called a "sum", which i3 equal to the 
grazing of a cow«"
Rflronv Clankelly. Td„ Carrowmaculla 0.S.35. 
irTÏÏe entire 'oTthis town land is held under 
a ioint lease (an old one) by the present 
tenants at £24 yrly« rent, and the mountain 
crazed in common free." It is grazed by 
9 people who hold 24 "sums".
’d. Kilturk North. O.S. 24 & 35.this t'd. a "Joint meadow held by 4 people 
ias noticed. "This lot cannot be properly 
livided until such time as the hay crop on 
t at present is cut down. When being 
Valued by that time the division holes can 
je traced with certainty."
Lot 22 was held in 6ths. It was cut out bog. 
"The six tenants holding farms in Drumcallan" 
claim a right to the mowing of this lot; 
there is no dispute."
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Endowed Schools 
(Ireland) Commission 1858. 
Appendix to 
Report P#25.

Td. Keevanmore.
The field books and maps mark a joint meadow 
in the td. held by 5 people, as follows..
(a) 3 parts, (b) 8 parts, (c) 3 parts,
(d) 5 parts, (e) 8 parts.
"This meadow is to be divided when being 
valued. The hay crop on it is so high 
that some difficulty exists in tracing 
the "holes" at present.
Td. Coolnaslllagh.
A joint lease held by 5 tenants was 
indicated in this townland.
Td. Corragunt, B 1yClankelly
"They are all bulk holdings in this part
of the parish."
Td. Coolnaslllagh
"All one lease and a great portion held 
in •rundale*. They hold in 8ths."
Td. Cornamucklagh
"Almost all Clankelly is held in old leases 
and low rents." Cornarnucklagh has an old 
lease held in 16ths.. Another held by three 
people was in 76ths. "This farm is held in 
bits here and there. It wa3 a division 
among themselves."
Enniskillen Royal School Estate - 4 to 9 
miles from Enniskillen on theroad to 
Swanlinbar.
"The impoverished condition of the greater 
proportion of the estate has, no doubt, 
arisen from the practice of subdividing 
holdings; many farms have been divided 2 or 
3 times in the course of the last 20 or 30 ^
years. The practice has been for the father 
to divide his farm among his children... 
which has been carried on so far that at the 
last census there were 419 hou363 on the 
estate and a population of 2142 persons..,
The practice has not only reduced the size 
offerm3... but has been attended with another 
injurious result. It has caused many of the 
farms to be divided into a number of 
scattered patches; in this way a small bit
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Source Evidence.
of meadow is sometimes divided into 4 or 5 
portions, each too small to be separately fenced, end these small portions are 
distinguished by marks which the owners alone can recognise."

Minutes of 
Evidence taken 
before the 
Select Committee 
of Education 
in Ireland 
1835-36. 
p.666 ev.12081.

"That great changes have been afiected, all 
verging towards a consolidation of farms, 
which in my opinion is the first step 
towards the improvement of this property, 
and this being carried out by the removal 
of the redundant pauper population, and 
better and more productive tillage will 
necessarily follow; so that by degrees the 
farms being enlarged and each tenant living 
on his own (not joint property) and liable 
for his own rent, their condition would be improved.

Ibid, p.667 I find a good many entries of this kind:ev. 12137. "Peter Maguire and Company".

jtot°»2u of Flngrana: Misa Hare and othera.
the Derryeonnellyshanfflullagh (part of): The 2 Glbaona, etc. Estate, —■ ' 1 —
Co.Fermanagh. cloghboly (part of): The Scallions.

shanmullagh (part of): The McAllons.
(part of): The Hilliards

Knockroe (part of): The Johnstons.
Moynaghan(part of): Thos. Keys and others. 
Culloghmore: Johnston and others
Clunkeen: The Cowans

The Johnstona 
The Crooks, etc.
Cathcart and others 
The Gardiners.
The McAleshers.

Gubluske:
Carahill:
Blaneyi
Coppy:
Domasesk;
Mecnagleragh; The Oorleys
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Source.
Merchant Taylors’ 
Companys Irish 
records. 
P.R.O.NoI.
Box No. 131.
First report of 
E. 0seland,1838, 
on the Cloth- 
workers1 Estates.

Second report of 
E. Oseland,1838.

Third report of 
E.Oseland, 1838.

APPENDIX E.V.

Co. Londonderry.
Evidence.

"The greater part of the farm houses are 
built most inconveniently at the extremity 
of their lands, and the fields are much 
intermixed consequently their cattle are 
constantly trespassing on each other's 
land, and occasion frequent disputes" 
(Speaking of property in the three parishes 
of Killowen, Mocosquin and Dunboe, on the 
Clothworkers' Es tates.)

"A considerable part of the lands are laid 
out in fields, and enclosed with either 
bank3 of earth or stone fences - in a few 
of the townlands the farms are still 
rundale, or open, with only grass sods to 
distinguish the different holdings - several 
of the large farmers heave their fields
enclosed with quick thorn fences.....
the farm houses and outbuildings on the 
greater part of the farms are built in 
clusters, and greatly and most inconveniently 
mixed.

"It affords me nnich satisfaction to observe 
the estate has not been subject to the 
baneful system of making forty shilling 
freeholders neither has the subdivision 
of farms nor the cottier system been carried
to the same ruinous extent----  In
connection with the subdivision of farms, 
joint holdings and the intermixture of lands 
may be considered. It not infrequently 
occurs that two or more persons hold jointly 
tinder the one lease (though this system in 
recent lettings has been greatly corrected) 
and the fields situated at extreme distances 
from each other, so that in some townlands 
it would be next to Impossible to make such 
changes as separate the farms. I therefore 
strongly recommend that all such townlands
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Source

Fourth Report 
by Mr. Jos. 
Trimmer on the 
Clothworkers 
Proportion, 
1826.
P.R.O.N.I.
Survey of the 
Manor of 
Clothworkers, 
in the parishes 
of Killowen, 
Dunboe and 
Macosquin by 
E. Driver, 1840 
P.R.O.N.I.

be completely remodelled, and I consider 
that the most proper time to effect this 
important improvement is to commence the 
alteration immediately, in the estate 
coming into hand, when the tenants generally 
expect some changes. To accomplish these 
arrangements a surveyor must be employed, and 
to procure a gentleman who would reside on 
the estate to act under the agent's* 
instructions until the whole of the estate 
was remodelled upon the principle that 
every farm house and land should be separated.
With respect to the survey marking by Mr.
McLaughlin --  has gone over 19 townlands,
but says on account of their being more 
sub-divisions in the mountain townlands 
than he expected, it will be late Autumn 
before he can have it finished.

Evidence

As to the consolidation of farms•
Always bearing in mind the deslderation of 
consolidation of farms, and laying them
more compact, I have ---  made a provision
that they shall give up any of their fields 
for the purpose of making exchanges, as 
either to make them more compact or to
increase their size --  and the agent
should commence it as early as convenient 
and in doing this, constant care should be*" 
given to the removal of the houses, where 
they are in clusters of cabins and out- 
offices formed round the original farm
houses --  and the land that is scattered
ought to be consolidated, to obviate the 
evils so well described by some author I
have r ead---  The near neighboir hood ofthe houses is not found to produce a 
corresponding close intimacy in the occupant- 
their children quarrel, their pigs, cattle ’ and poultry all at some time or other do 
mutual injury, and create dissention. "
"There is an example of emigrating tenants 
from farms in Gorticavan, where two farms 
were very intermixed."
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Source.
"A road connecting and passing through 
these two townlands would not only enable 
the Company to remodel the farms and 
adjust them more conveniently for the 
several occupiers»----  etc."

Evidence♦

Ordnance Survey 
Memoirs. M.S.S. 
Box 30. R.I.A. 
Archives.

ti i» "

Box 30•

!! II »
Box 30.

Ballvnascreen Parish 1835. 
nlt may Toe" stated that part of the impetus 
it has received has been produced by the 
combined exertions oi the company, and 
the Hon. Justice Torrens. Mr. Stevenson 
too has been paying great attention to the 
improvement of hi3 estate in the Six Towns, 
and has by re-arranging his farms been 
effectually destroying the "rundale system". 
He is also laying out his waste lands in 
lots and settling good tenants on them."
..... "The 'rúndale system' will soon bß
obliterated."
"The property of Stevenson remained barror 
and waste for centuries. At present it i3 
undergoing irrigation and cultivation. The 
proprietor in the last few years has 
subdivided the mountain into farms of 
different sizes. Already these are occupied 
by many of those who formerly held limited 
parcels of ground on the lowlands."

thor^Tovjn nor village. The 
inhabitants live In houses situated In 
rlusters of from 6 to 12. There is 
(TflnernllY one and sometimes two oi these 
flusters in each townland. These by the 
neoole are called towns, and generally 
take their name from the townland in which 
they are situated."

catholics.
TS^fi,iarlv those near the lake are

P^ a b l v  dirty and comfortless, grouped
i S e r  in th most irregular and careless together in v of fiv6 to ten, the
entire space on which they stand except a



99.

Source.

» » » 
Box 31.

It » »»
Box 32.

tt it »

Box 32.

it it »

Box 34.

it ii "

Box 36.

Evidence.
little pathway along the houses, being 
one large heap of manure."
"The bog3 of 0Idtowndowning and Mullaghboy 
»Run in deal'*, and are supposed to contain 
about 160 plantation acres."
Ballywillin Parish
"The only town is Portrush; the rest of 
the houses in which the inhabitants live 
are for the most part situated in groups 
of from 5 to 20, and are invariably 
called by the name of the townland in 
which they are situated."
Banagher Parish.
"But one radical defect is a want of 
proper enclosures, the system of Rundale 
still prevails even in some of the best 
managed estates of the district. Not 
that its pernicious effects are unknown 
or unfelt; bat that landlords are not 
sufficiently steady in discountenancing 
the practice.
Boveagh Parish.
In general the fields appear small and 
badly fenced.
Clandermot Parish 
"Barracks are merely clusters of 
insignificant cabbins.... Clachans are 
very frequent in the neighbourhood of
Pincaim Glen........  On the western
side of Warbleshinny mountain, towards 
the bottom and especially in the directior 
of New Buildings, the fences are cornel* 
nominal, being merely low earthen jQly
divisions. Cows are always watched bv « 
herd. There are few hedges through * 
the parish."

ions1 o'Fthe”Fishmongers ' enlarging the holdings on their °T?«yhave Seen hllhly advantageous. estate hav “ #(1 proprietors are dividing
Into firms the unenclosed mountain on their
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Source.

ti ii h

Box 38.

ti » »
Box 39.

ti h ii

Box 39.

ti ti ti

Box 41î

ii h h
Box 45.

estates. The injurious practice however 
of letting ground by rundale still exists to some extent.”
Upper Cvunber.
"^Many of the farms are still dispersed in 
rundale, particularly in the lands held 
by R. Ogilby. The tenantry appear to 
fully understand the evils of the system.”
Lower Cumber
"Gavelkind still prevails but it is on 
the decline.”

Evidence.

Drumaclose Parish.
"Such is the force of custom that our 
farmers incline to build their houses in 
small townships without regard to situation 
or their own convenience. Until a few 
year3 ago the farms were cultivated in a 
slovenly mariner and produced far less than they were capable of producing.”
Dunboo Pariah
’'in the mountainous part of the Parish 
which fortunately does not constitute ¿ore 
than the twentieth part, the practice of 
dividing the farm among tho children 
exists, and tho people of that district 
have brought themselves to poverty by^it »
Dunglven Pariah.
"The Irish of Dungiven Parish, esp ecially  
in Beneda Glen "always build their houses together in clachans or hamlets and t h l  
hamlet that contains the most ancient 
Irish families is that of Carne.”
Klllelagh Pariah.
"The greate31 obstruetion to improvement is the old custom of dividing their farms 
among their sons... which exists to a very injurlotia exteht.” ^
ii.flp-i lligan parish. , , ,
*Tne ancient custom of rundale is now 
almost entirely unknown.... By the 
exertions of Sir. Ja3. Bruce and Connolly 
C-a>e Esq., this syst6m i3 almost abolished



101.

Source.

Ordnance 
Memoirs. 
Box 46.

ii it

Box 47.

ii ii

Box 47.

the system of subdivision Is al3o kept 
down. "

Survey Tamlaght O’Crilly Parish
"The great obstruction to improvement in 
this parish is the smallness of the farms, 
the great number of cottiers, and the system of ‘rúndale’... that is of holding 
five or 3ix small patches, dispersed in 
different directions, and containing each 
at an average but half a rood, as a single 
farm. The consequence of this system is 
to be seen in the absurdly small size of 
the fields, and the great extent of ground 
consumed in fences. These features are 
very conspicuous in the townland of 
Gortmacrane, a long barren tract of 
church land. In it upon 768 acres there 
are 120 families. The system of rúndale 
is increased by the desire each land holder 
has of possessing more land. If he has a 
field of good ground those where the land 
is inferior come and offer him two roods 
of bad for the one of good land, etc., thus 
his field becomes split into 10 or 12 
'divides' a3 they are called, and it is not 
uncommon for a divide to be no broader than 
two ridges of potatoes. Three quarters of 
the tenants in Gortmacrane hold their farms 
in this manner."

if Termoneeny Parish.
""The custom.6f~~a father dividing his small
farm among hi3 sons tends to keep the 
farmer in a state bordering on poverty."

» Tamla^ht Finlagan.
"The farms (of "the Fishmongers Company) are 
now parted from each other by mearings 
which run in straight lines, forming as 
nearly as the ground will admit a series 
of rectangular areas each in itself a 
compact and well defined holding, and the 
whole exhibiting an5l improvement on the old 
principle of straggling farms and crooked 
ditches."

Evidence.



Source. Evidence.
Ordnance Survey 
Memoirs.
Bo;: 48. 
Statistical 
Report of the 
Parishes of Ballinascreen, 
Kilcronaghan 
and Desertmartin 
by J.McCloskey 
1821.

"The most remarkable recent improvement 
is the almost total abolition of the 
run-dale system. Farmers are becoming
more sensible of the importance of 
enclosures; mo3t farms are divided into 
small fields, and rather well fenced.'1

W. Shaw. Mason. 
Parochial Survey 
of Ireland,
Vol. I, p.309. 
1814.

nimciven Parish .
■«There is {another obstacle to improvement 
in the Irish, which as it is general among 
them in this country, and important in its 
consequences, should be minutely observed 
this their notion of the equal and 
unalienable right oi all the children to 
the inheritance of their father’s property, 
whether land or goods., a faint remain of 
of the old system of Gavelkind..... In 
spite of every argument, they continue to 
divide their farms among their children, 
and divide on until division is no longer 
possible; then in the course of 2 or 3 
Generations, the most thriving must 
necessarily &o to ruin. An instance which 
fell lately within the writer's observation, 
in the adjacent parish, will illustrate 
this. A respectable farmer, who held 
about 30 acres of arable land in one of the 
mountain townlands, had two sons between 
whom according to custom he equally divided 
his farm* but one of those had himself four 
sons among whom during his lifetime he 
also divided his 15 acres, reserving to 
himself an equal share. Is it not strange 
that some landlords could be so blind to 
their own real interests, and so indifferent 
to the happiness and prosperity of their 
tenants, as to encourage this ruinous 
svstern, from miserable views of increasing 
their political importance. In this respect
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Source.

ti » »

P. 346.

Mr. Ogilby has shown a laudable example; great exertions have been made in every 
part of his extensive estates, to stop 
the growth of this evil. A considerable 
improvement is everywhere observable, 
especially in Crebarky, and those mountain 
townlands, which lie immediately within 
the reach of constant observation."
Pungíven Parish.
"The tenure of land in Rúndale has been 
judiciously abolished everywhere throughout 
the parish, except in the townland of Carn, 
which bears in almost every acre and cabin 
the visible marks of this ruinous system. 
Yiihat renders the example still more 
conclusive is that the few farms in that 
townland, which have not been permitted 
to retain this mode of occupancy, have 
kept pace with the rest of the estate in 
improvement."

E vid ence .

it it »

P. 604 
Vol. I.

ti h »
Voi. I »P. 610.

Magherà Parish."The custom oil rundale still remains here 
and never fails to embroil those, who have" 
the misfortune to hold in that way, in 
endless disputes with partners."
Magherà Pariah - Suggestion for improvamA»». 
"The entire and complete abolition of tKat;— ' 
kind of tenure called rundale, or partner
ship in land, the never failing consequence 
of which is the loss of more than half the 
produce of the land, and involving the 
tenants in perpetual wrangles, quarrels 
and law-suits."“Under the present system the population of 
the country is collected into miserable 
hovels, surrounded by dunghills, and all 
kinds of filth. Every man's house ought 
to be on his own division of the land."

ii n ii Klllelagh Parish.
Vol.III. P. 231. "In many parts the inhabitants still inclineto live in villages, probably i*om a social 

disposition, which may be to them pleasant,
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Source.
but certainly does not add to their 
profit, as when living in villages the 
custom is, to have their land in what 
is called rundale, or in common.'1

Evidence.

"Report of a 
Deputation appointed by a 
special general 
court of the 
Ironmongers' 
Company" 14th 
May, 1841. P.8.
P.R.O.N.I.Concise view of 
the Irish Society 
P. ccix. "Narrative of a 
journey in the 
North of Ireland" 
1802, by RoSlade 
Esq*

By 1346 there had been much improvement 
"but the houses are most wretched on the 
Estate, and huddled together in clusters 
without the slightest attention to plan 
or arrangement, and from intermixture of 
the different buildings forming a most 
fruitful source of quarrels."

"The lower order of the Society's tenantry 
are in general unable to cultivate their 
lands according to what is considered
good husbandry....  the lands of
Grandsagh ... furnish an unequivocal proof 
of the truth of this assertion. They were 
publicly advertised in 1794, and in 
consequence let to the occupying tenants. 
On visiting the lands in August last I 
found them divided into 13 small farms 
the largest consisting of 44 acres, the 
smallest 7# acres... as to fences, or as 
they call them, mearings, there are none 
of any consequence, whence many bickerings 
and disputes arise, and so tenacious are 
they of rights which appear hardly worth 
preserving, that the horses, cows and 
sheep, and even their fowls are seen 
tethered to prevent their trespassing."

P.RoOoN.I.
Report of a 
Deputation of the Irish Society 
1836, p*87.

rnV»A £>lr^¥in0r>S .PX'OPOX*tlOil *
jjge 5btate Ts'T eaieTTo Mr* Robt. Ogilby 
of Pellipar Hall, who seldom resides dn It. 
The Estate is in general badly cultivated, 
and a groat deal of it Is still occupied in 
the mischievous and almost exploded way 
called Rundale, which is a certain bar to 
good farming."

i;:22£mEialQ, which is a most mischievous way 
of occupying land, was till oi late years, 
the common practice of the North of Ireland. 
It Is thus 3 or 4 persons become tenants to 
a farm, holding it jointly, in which there
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Source

ii it h

P. 96.

Reports on the 
Estates of the 
Drapers' Company 
in Ireland. 
Fourth Report, 
1920. P.149.

is land of different qualities, and values: 
they divide it into fields, and then 
divide each field into as many shares as 
there are tenants; which they occupy 
without division or fence, being marked 
in parcels by stones or other land marks; 
which each occupies with 3uch crops as 
his necessities or mean3 of procuring 
manure enable him, so that there are at 
the same time, several crops in the one 
field.'1
The Fishmongers 1 Estate.
"̂ OrT the Company first getting possession 
they commenced making alterations in all 
the fences and mearings of the upland farms, 
but they injudiciously allowed the farms 
(according to the new arrangement) to be 
liable to the same objections as formerly, 
and in 3ome instances the inconvenience 
was much increased; the farm3 which were too 
long and narrow, remain a3 they were; the 
lands were formed too steep for tillage, 
and they are made more so, for the farms 
as formerly laid out sloped along the hills, 
the new fences are made straight up and 
down, and in doing this two or three 
tenements are cast into one farm, and 
thereby the tenants of other farms were 
compelled to build new houses
Mr. Stewart's Survey 1818.....  "The
Deputation derived considerable assistance 
from him in the cause of the treaty, which 
they have lately been engaged In with the 
tenants, particularly in unravelling the 
Intricacies in which tenants, branched 
from different families respectively had 
involved their holdings in common."

Evidence.
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Evidence of Partnership Holdings 
C o. Londonderry.

Source. Evidence.
Irish Manu
scripts 
Commission. 
Civil Survey, 
1654.
Vol.III, P«239.

Forfeited lands in the several parishes 
hereafter following.

Parish of Faughanvale 
Dominación of land. Ter. Tenants.
Cloghall and halfe of David Delap and 
Greenan partners.

Haberdashers 
papers. 
Miscellaneous 
Box 186, 
bundle IV. 
P.R.0.1?. I,

ii ii it

Box 181, 
Blind le V.

Parish of Clandermot
Llsdalan (Lisdiiloni) W. "More and partners, and the halfe of Shean

Churchland
2 towns of Key (Caw) Robt. Rosse and

partners.
Clothworkers 1 Lands .. <■ Tenants names 
1662, Inc♦
Robert Relde and his partners, out of Dunigue 
Henry Fersone and his partners; David 
Hurindan and his partners; Tho3. Blair and 
his partners; Win. Long and his partners; 
Andrew Forgle and his partners; David Morrow 
and his partners.
Drumcha... tenants' names include 
Alex McBreid and his partners.
Criviargan ....  Arthur McKer and his

partners.
Rent Roll of 
the Manor of 
Drapers.
Estate of Wm. 
Rowley, 1728. 
(photostat. P.R.O.N.I.)
Bellaghy Estate 
Maps; Schedules 
accompanying 1859.

Widow Watt and partners.... Derrenascallan. 
Richard Mardock and partners.. % Dunavraghy 
J. Crook3 and partners... Ballyloghan ^

Townland
Ball'ymacombs Beg

includes :
Ballymacpeake Upper»
Ballyknock M

it

( Ballyloughan).

Tenants.
Jas. Mulholland & Co.
Chas. Birt & Co. 
Patrick Bradley & Co* 
(John Diamond & Co. 
(Jas. Diamond.
Hugh Convery & Co.Dreenan



Source. Evidence.

Bellaghy Estate 
Maps j Schedules 
accompanying. 
1800 (circa)

» ii it it h

1799.

1800 (circa)

Bellaghy Estate 
Maps.
1800 (circa).

» it it h

1817
by J•McCready
Bellaghy Estate 
Maps.
(Mr. Conoly’s 
Estate)
1800 (circa)

Moyagall includes: Pat McKaigney & Co.
Daniel Collins & Co. 
Arthur Dowdall & Son3 
John Loughlan & Co. 
Owen Convery & Co. 
Jas. Dillon & Co.

Part of 
Pallaglune

Frank and Dominick 
McKenna & partners 
Paul McKenna & Partners.

¿Fallygloon Bing ” Jas. Johnston & partners
Lower part of 
Falaglune

Neal McKenna & partners 
Phelimy Cassidy and 

partners
Hugh McConnel and 

partners.
A map of the Romish Andrew Henry & partners 
part of BallynocKc" Neal & Daniel DoughertyJas. Diamond and 

partners
Kane and Gribbin 
Denni3 Dougherty and 

partners
The mountain (133 ac. 0rd.22pers) 
is in common.

T.lsnamuck Includes

Part of Drumlamph

Andrew, John and 
Francis Lagan.

Hugh Lagan and partners Patrick Hesson and 
partner

The Donnellys’ arable.
Wm. Bruce and partners 
in perpetuity.

Thos. McCristall and 
partners

The MoGuÒkians' arable 
and pasture

Halfegaln Thos. Cassidy & partners.
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Source.

Rental of the 
Manor of Sal, 
1845.

Evidence.
Fallelea includes

Moyagol "

Apjhagaskln "

Ballymultrea "

Ballymulderg 
More "

Ballyneill 
More 11
Dallygurk "

Rallycomlargy " 
Rallyegllsh "

Maghadone "

J. & Patrick Convery 
Andrew Trouland and 

partners
Phelemy Convery and 

partners
Godfrey McKenna and 

partners.
The Magees' arable and 

meadow
McKeigny and partners 
Patrick McL.Hatton 

and partners.
Cormick O'Heill and 

partners
Daniel Murray & partners 
Jas. Collins & partners 
Owen Kelly & partners 
William Hull & partners 
Neal Kelly & Partners
Bernard McKeown and 

partners
Murty McKeown and 

partners
Edward Larkin and 

partners.
Arthur Hagan & partners 
Mony McBea and sons
Jas.McKeever & partners 
Anne George and sons
Jo Dickey and partners
Patrick Gallagher and 

partners
Henry Hughes and partners. 
Paul O'Neill and partners.
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Maps of the 
Estate of Marcus 
MeCauseland,
1831

Source.

(Myroe)

A Map of the 
Manor of 
Newtownlernavady 
(Co. Derry) 
surveyed 1782 
by Patt Hoe.

Ardgarvan includes: joint holdings
(a) Widow McNogher, Felix McAt'amney and

Jn. MeShane
(b) Jn. Coghlan, Phelemy & Michael McCallion

and Wm. McLoughlin.
Dumaore includes:
(a) Dennis and Phelimy Mullan.
(b) Thos. and Jn. Harkin
(c) Danl. McLoughlin, Ed. Harkin and

Widow Connor.
The mountain is in common to all three joint 
tenancy groups.
Carryclare. Alex Rogers, Robt. Moore,
(An Island) Ben Linton, Jn. McDonnell

"An undivided property'*.

Evidence.

Lower Terry-dremont.
J. Terence and partners 
Jas. George and partners.
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Source.
Irish Land Act 
Commission 
1880 (Beas
ti or ough 
Commission) 
P.1315,
Ev. 40415 et.3©q.

F.R.O.H.I.
A Survey of the 
property of 
Miss Mary 
Eliz. Trench, 
by J.J.Noble, 
1838.

Ibid.

APPENDIX E .VI
Evidence of Rundale

Co. Tyrone.
Evidence.

Td. Corr, Barony of Dungannon, Co. Tyrone - 
Property of Col."Dearie Mann.
,l0n the death of my father in 1844, Lower 
Corr came into my possession with other 
lands. I found this townland let to a 
number of tenants on four leases made In the 
year 1805: they held the land in rundale In 
each lease, and as hand-loom weaving then 
paid well they had sub-let to a number of 
cottiers, who each held a small portion.... 
this state of affairs continued till the 
year 1874, when the last life of the lease 
having died, I had the whole townland 
surveyed into farms, and valued for rent... 
my tenants refused to allow me to make farms 
out of the 'rundale1 or to pay any new 
rents... the tenants were defeated.... the 
farms were then made, the rents fixed and 
each tenant signed an agreement on wjiich the 
rents have ever since been paid."
"In many instances the holdings are irregular 
the same person having several scattered 
fields. It will be difficult to fully remedy 
this evil and square the farms without 
removing several houses. With farms in 
Broughderg In some cases subdivision has 
been carried too far, and poverty is the 
consequence... the holdings of this class 
are very irregular and too small to support 
a family."
Dunmore Td.
Holding of W. Magi11, Esq. "This holding is 
occupied in run-dale by Pat. Gulan, Jas.
Kemp ton, Enea*s Quinn, Jack Campbell, Mi chi. Collins and Molly McGeough."
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Source. E vid ence .

Mr. Walter 
Gracey, Surveyor, 
Kilrea.

The townlend of Limehlll, was a very bad 
case of 'rundale about 2 0 years ago when he 
surveyed the Lowry Estate. it took three 
days to trace the ownership of the inter
mixed strips of the holders, who were all 
McGeoghs by name. Together they held 
350 ac. of which 2 0 0  were all in 'rundale'.

P.R.O.N.I. 
Maps of the 
Drumglass 
Estate, 1822. 
Barony of 
Dungannon.
"Survey of the 
property of 
Miss Mary Eliz. Trench" 
1838, by 
J.J. Noble.

Td. Kullaghmore - Schedule accompanying map 
includes":- nHaughey and partners."

Rflllvnagllly Td. Includes:-
"I). Neeson and Company" - comprised of 3
Nee3ons, J* McGlone and P. Graham.
The map showed many fields in "rundale".
Rroughderg Td:
Treanfada: Held in common by 2 Gonverys. 
According to the map entirely a "rundale" 
farm.

oruckbraok: Includes the intermixed
holdings of 3 Quinns.

«__ oonvngham: According to the map * V
with "rundale" holdings 

resulting from leases being subdivided 
under head tenants, e , g . :
(e.) Jn. «nd Mlchl.Hagan. Holding under 
v ' "“this "T eaae were ^a3» Bunnigan,j. Hagan, Eliz. Hagan, Arthur O’Bryans 

and Miohl. Hagan.
(b) Bernard O’Hagan and Go. This lease
V was held by 11 tenants. The original 

lease dated from 1784, and was granted 
to "Bryan Hagan and partners".

(c) Wm. Duff’s lease was subdivided among
8 tenants.

(d) Widow Porbe’s lease was subdivided
V among 4 other Porbes.

onnmore td. included "Robt. Kempton and Go."



Source. Evidence.

P.R.O.N.I.
(photos tat ) 
Burgess 
documents.

"A plan of the townland of Edenacrannon in 
1 7 5 ? , at which time it was subdivided."
Part was held by "Pat Harvey and partners" 
and another part by "McGortlanys and Quinns", 
and a third part by Hervey and Quinn.
Hervey and partners comprised John Fullan, 
Roger O'Neill, Patk. Magee and Jas. Hervey. 
They held the part called Larganteen.

Hervey and Quinn comprised Thos. Quinn,
Michl. Quinn, Jas. Quinn, John McCall,
Hugh Havisham, John Fullan.

Gortlany and Quinn comprised Gortlany and 
Quinn, fat and Bernard Gortlany, Terence 
Quinn, Owen Quinn, Arth. Quinn and Gortlaney 
and Co. all in 60 acres. This portion was 
called Glandaghderagh.
The rental of this part was still under 
"Garthanly and Co." in 1797.

P.R.O.N.I. 
Vernar 
Documents.
(a) Rental 1854.

Enagh Td. "Otwell and partners." 
Lisgal'llden (Lisgallinan) "J. McGeogh and

partners."
Garvagh Td. "J. McClaren and partners".

1859 "D. McClean and partners"
"Dillworth and partners"

(b) Other 
Rentals 

various dates.

Td. B'y Omagh, P. Clogherny.
Held in"1824 by Patrick Mullan and partners. 
Sockets (part of) held 1822 by Wm. Givens 
---- and Wm. McKinley.
(leased 1762) expiral of lease 1838 and let 
out in different farms from November.
Cranlome Td. B»y Dungannon.
Held 1 ^ 2 2 by the reps, of Jn. McFall (leased 
1764). The lease fell out in 1837 and this 
portion of the td. was let in several farms 
in May 1837.
m,.nyrirmnell Td. B'y Dungannon.
■X^S'held by "'vim. McCort and partners" until 
1840.

Maps of the 
Vernar Estates. 
18th century.

r.ranlum td.: 1762, divided into 2 portions.
TD' Owerf"Connelly and Bryan Quinn (undivided) 

ar. 2 0 ac. meadow 1 ac. 2 rd. improvable 
20 ac., mt. 96 ac.



113.

Source.

"A Survey and 
Valuation of 
part of the 
Ballygawley 
Estate, 
belonging to 
Thos. Verner, 
Esq., 1785, 
by Jaso Boyd.

Evidence.
(b) Simon Donnelly, Art. McEleney, Edm.

McEleney, Owen 0 ‘Neil and Widow McGork. 
ar. 2 0 ac., meadow 2 ac., Improvable 
21 ac., mt. 576 ac.

Lower Cloghfin td.
Francis, Jn. and Ja3 . Andes son and partners

173 ac.»Middle Ologhfin11
” JnT Quigley, Jn. Andesson, Arch. McGollom, 
Jas. Gibson and partners. 8 6 ac.

Remainder of Lower Cloghfln 
11 Arthur McCann, Bernard Mathews, Jas. 
McCallister and partners". 128 ac.

Upper Cloghfin.
^Owen and Thcs . Corr, Hugh Torence and 
Patrick Teague, Jas. McAnally, Jno. McGee 
and partners". 2oi ac

Fart of Upper Cloghfln. Thos. Hany 4 4 7 ac.
Lower Foremas.
(a) Thos. and Jas. Mullan andpartners. ll0 ao
(b) Phelix Mullan and partners 4 9 a® *
(0 ) Terence Mullan Denis McGerr -

"this was set with (b) in one 
farm, now divided by ye tenants." 4 9 ac.

(d) Terence Mcllfatrick and
partners 6 3 ac.

(e) Bryan Mcllfatrick and partners"now divided from (d) by ye 
tenants." 62 ac.

Upper Foremas.(a J Cormac McGerr and partners 1 1 5 ac>
(b) J. & Teague Mullan, arable 27 ac!

improvable mt. in Oormack McGerrs 3 3
(c) Hugh Aneil 1 0 ac *
(d) Jas. McDermid 1 9 ac^
(e) Terence and Patrick Duff and

partners 3 7  ac.Whin alias Knocknagolpagh (sub
denomination of Foreman)

Owen and Jas, Mullen tenants 9 4 aCo
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Source. Evidence.
Lurganboy td.
(a) Wm. & Francis lie Gann

and partners. 220. 1. 18(b) Stephen McCann, Fr. Donnelly
and partners. 211. 2. 16.

Ballykeel td.
Alex. & Jas. McGlarln and partners 269. 3. 14.
Aughnagar td.
(a) Richard Mulholland & partners

as also their proportional part of the mt.
(b) Terence Loge and Peter Mullan

and also the same liberty 
of mt. as (a).

(c) Thos. Groogan, Senr. & Hugh
McDermid and partners 

3ame liberty as (a & b)
(d) Ivlichi. Oboyans, Jne. and Frans.

McDermid
and proportion of mountain.

33. 1. 36. 

26. 3. 37.

34. 2. 30. 

30. 1. 37.

Remarks; “One lease comprehends the whole 
will soon expire.'1 *

Altnamaskln td.
(a) Jne. Mcffiayns and partners.

ar. mt. and bog.
(b) Patk. Darby and Ed. Mullen

ar0 heath, green past.
(c) Jno. McGonry and Roger Mullen

all ar.
(d) Owen Teague and partners

ar. mt. and bog.
(e) Jas« Owen and Widow Teague.

ar. mt. bog. gr. past.

225 ac
129 ac

17. 3. 1 0

153. 1 . 00
210. 3. 14

Sootchshantamny td.
‘('a) Frs'. & Owen lvicKorey, Gormick,

Sleaving and Dennis McGonnel
ar.and past. 52. 0. 36(b) Wm. & Ed. Goodfellow, Bryan

McKorey & Peter Early
ar. past.and meadow 105. 3. 29

(c) Jas. Teague. ar,past0mt. & bog. 76. 3. 00
(d) Frans. Teague, ar.past.mt.bog. 134. 3. 3 0(c and d one lease)
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Source.

Vernar Doc. 
Rental Book 
1786.

Evidence.
Irlshtarany Td. (Irish Shantavny)
H. Mciiullan, Jn. McGarity, Hugh and Terence 
McIIfatrick, etc. ar. 92. rat. 4
Mllllx td.(a) Thos. Gilliland
(b) Danl. Reed, Jas.Hamilton

and Jne. Holbert
(c) Walter McFarland, Jne.

Alexander, Jas. Shields
(d) Jn. & Thos, McClusky
(e) Mountain and heathy pasture in

common between the tenants

>. 3. 00 «

18. 2. 10.
76. 1 . 30.
31. 3. 0 .
46. 1 . 30.

575. 1. 10.
Drumfad td. (part of) 3et (no lease)
Tn 1779 Tor 21 years.
(a) Jas. and Jn. Donaghy, Danl. Donaghy,

Bryan, Thos. and Mary Donaghy,
Peter Develin and Pheleray Dawley £36.16.11

(b) Hugh, Neal, Peter, Owen, Jas., Patk. 
and Phely Donaghy from 1779 for 21 yrs.

Bockett3
(a) Murtagh and Patt., Danl. and Bryan

Harvey, from 1762.
(b) Danl. Donnell,y and John Tennison

for 31 yrs. " "
TullvO'Donnell 1776.
TijM. û1 KirIan and Hugh Campbell
(b) Phel. McChristall and Cullow McDonnell.
(c) Ed. McDonnell, Robt. Lawless, Michl.

Mcllhone.
(d) Mich, and Pat. Me Coart and Win. McKenna.
Cahanan td. 1785.
lm. Simpson, Elanor and Jas. O'Raverty, Sarah 
Hall, Jaa. Donnelly and Peter Mollhone.
oloahfin (Teague) td.
Ta) T. and Pat. Teague. 1792.
(b) Hugh, Thos. and H. Corr
(c) Terence and Pat Teague and Bryan Devlin
(d) J. McGee, Hugh Teague, Patk. Campbell,

Pat Mclver and Jaa. McAnally 1790
(e) Hugh, Owen and Thos. Corr, Peter Ravertyand Jn. Mclnally.
(f) Pat Campbell, Pat Mclver, Jas. Mclnally

and Patk. Macken.
(g) Owen, Thos. & Henry Corr & Jaa.Mclnally, 1803.
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Source. Evidence.
Cloghfln (McGurk) td.
(a) Pat'Dorrorin and Denis Gormley, 1805.
(b) J. MeComb, P. Carregan and Art. Sheills

from 1790. Yrly. rent £29. 8. 0.
(c) Jas. McAllister, Ja3. Hughes, Prs.

Dunn and Bernd. Mathews, from 1790.
Cloghfin (Quigley) td.
7’a ) Jno„ Anderson and partners 

for 31 yrs. from 1747n
(b) Robt. Armstrong and partners

for 31 yr3. from 1747.
(c) Jas. Anderson and partners

(Cloghfin Lower).
Lurgan Boy (Hadden) td.
(a) To pay jointly.. ’ Peter McCann, Jas.

Hori3h, Tho3. Rally, Art;. Turney 
and Manus Magery.

Foremas (Shanes) td. 1769 for 31 yrs.
(a) Stephen McGirr and Jas. McGirr and

Thos. Conry.
(b) Patk. Mu1lan, Owen McGirr and Owen

McKeevers, 1800.
Foremas (Conrys) td.
(a) Jas. Conry, John Mullan, Phely Mullan.

Edw. Mullan, in 1791.
(b) Denis Mullan, Neal Mullan, Peter Mullan

Terence Mullan and Ph. Mullan .. held 
yearly from 1791.

(c) Jas. Conry and partners, from 1786.
Foremas Lower.
( a j J. Couzens and Jno. McKenstry.
(b) Wm. Anderson, J. Doherty, Bryan McCann.
(c) Thos. Mullan partners.
(d) Jas. Mullan, Frs.Magery, Wm.Anderson 1794. 
Foremas Middle
Thos. Anderson and partners, 1769. For three
Foremas (O'Neills) td. Uvea .
(a) Jas. McDermott and partners, from 1769

to expire 1790.
(b) Bryan and Hugh O’Neill0
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Source. Evidence.
Altnamoskln.
(a) Patk. Rush, Jas. Donnelly, Mary

Lunchohan, Darby and Edo Mullan, 1794.
In 1802 this is leased under Patk. Rush 
and partners.
Ballykeel.
Alex. McCleran and partners.
Eskermore. Wm. Young and partners. 
Tullyvannon Bast. Patk. Devlin and partners. 
Tullyvannon East. Prs.McAteer and partners. 
Tullyvannon Middle. Jas.Devlin and partners. 
Derrycary.
Hugh Tenison, Ja3. and Pat and Hugh Tenlson 

his son3.
Derrygavell.
TTSti Campbell, Owen and John Loughran.

Cloghfln Lowery
Jas. Hall ana partners.

Foremas Mullans.
— Peter, Francis and Terence Mullan, 1769. 
ffarvagh, 1787““Dan IT Me Tver and partners.
Ralagh."fa) Bernard and Catherine Quinn, Denis Connor.
(b) Canl. McClean & partners (an undivided

meadow)(c) Chas. Creagan and partners (Cockstown
meadow)

Dergena.
"(a) Thos. and Wm. Jones, Jas. Cooke, Wm.

McBride, Jas. Kenmour, Robt. Wilson.
(b) Jas. Campbell, Geo. Givens, Jn. Black and Robt. Simpson.
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Source.

Ranfiirly Docs. 
P.R.O.N.I.
Rent Ledger 
1781-1791.

Verrier Papers 
P.R.O.N.I.
Lease Book.

Evidence.
Ballynahay and Edenfore.
(a) ±793. Chas. O'Neill, Terence Hughes

and Miles Hagan, for 31 yrs. with 
8 sums of grass on mfc.

(b) Pat. Conlan, Ed. Sherry and Hugh McCoskin
1793, and 10 3ums of grass on the mt.

(c) Jas. Oonegan, Jas* Nugent, Pat Devlin
and Frs. Hamill.

(d) Ed. Gonlan, Pr3. McGuinness, Roht.
Lockart and Bryan Conlan.

Clanadu3h td. includes ..
Franc, billon and partners, among those 
paying rent.

Klllymaddy td. includes..
Bryan Mallon and partners.

Moygashel td. includes..
Sami. Thompson and partners.

Garvagh td. (Island Quarter) leased 1744 to 
Alice, Dortorea, Ann, Thos. and Mary Somerville„ 
(Morr Qtr.) to John, Ferguson, Jas., Edward, 
Catherine, Mary and Anne Somerville.
Altnamuakln Lower.
J, Mearns, Robt, Neilson and S. Fenton. 1747. 

Monicrennitt td.
(a) John I/icCrory, Hugh McCrory and Jas.Mcllhone.
(b) J. Haughey and Sd. McGuigan, in 1807

for 18 years.
Drumfad td. 1807 to ...
Neal fionaghy, Phelemy and Laurence Donaghy.

Dergena td.
Thos. McGommon, Jas. Coslcer, Walter 
McBride and Wm. Donaghy.

Cullentra td.
J1. Bartley," Wm. and Robt. Bartley and 
Robt. Manson.
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Source. Evidence.
Forema3 - 1807 to..
Ed. Mullan, Owen McGirr and Owen McKeevers. 

Altriamoakan td.
Ov/en and Felix & Hugh Lunchahan, and Jas. 
Knogher and Sarah Mullan.

Ballynahay td. 1809 to..
~ Robt. Lockart, Bryan Conlan and 

Fr s. Me Guinne s s.
Cloghfin td.
Frs. Teague, and Ja3. Teague, Felix Devlin 
and John Devlin.

Legaroe td.
Jas„ Bell, Wm. Young, Jas. Walker, Tho3. 
Drugan, Patk. Drugan, John Conn, 
Bartholomew Quinn, Felix IvlcNamee and 
J. Hughe3.

Croclraagolpag/? (part of Lurganboy) 1809 
Owen Muilen, J. Rafferty and Sarah Mullan.
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APPENDIX R.VII 

CO,Donegal.

Source.
Mr. Walter 
Gracey, Kilrea.

W. Shaw.Mason. 
op.cit.
Vol.II, P.163.

Congested 
Districts 
Board for 
Ireland. 16th 
Report for yr. 
ending 31st 
March, 1907.
Journal of the 
Co. Donegal 
Historical 
Society, Vol.I, 
No.II. Dec.1948. 
"Rural villages 
and the Rundale 
System" by Very 
Rev.Peadar MacLoingsigh 
P.P. p.116.
Ibid. P.117.

Evidence.
The townlands of Lenan, Letcher (Letter), 
Raghten More and Beg, and Arris near the gap 
of Mormore, were formerly in '* rundale " . He 
carried out the task of surveying them 20 
year3 ago, and had to go through the 
alphabet twice, in lettering the scattered 
patches of several of the holdings.
Parish of Culdaff.
wThe inhabltantV of the Parish of Ciildaff 
still pursue the modes practised In remote 
places above a century ago... The custom of 
holding farms in rundale (where two or more 
persons possess a field in partnership, the 
tenure is denominated rundale or runrig) is 
alone sufficient to impede agricultural 
improvement."
St. John's Point Estate, 420 ac., of which 
75 ac. were in the possession of 28 tenants. 
Many of the villagers lived in wretched 
cabins..... the entire area of 420 ac. was 
striped into 42 holdings.

Methods of consolidation. "By compressing 
Into one coiapact holding an equivalent of the 
scattered Rundale portions of arable land by 
each tenant. This followed on the estate 
of Sir Chas. Style by the agent C.H. Kennedy,, 
in 1838 legal possession was taken of each 
holding on the Cloghan Estate."

"Jimmy O'Neill of the Cloghan Estate say3 'I 
often heard my father and old men telling how 
the people were crying, a3 if they were going 
to America, when they were only moving from
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Source.

" L e t t e r s  on th e  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  
th e  p e o p le  o f  
I r e l a n d " ,  by  
T o  Campbell 
P o s t e r ,  1 8 4 6 ,  
P o1 0 3 .

I b i d .  P . 1 0 9 .

I b i d .  p p . 1 1 0 -1 1 1 .

Endowed Schools 
(Ireland) 
Commission,
1857, Vol. I,
Ev.11216 (Report 
of the Clare 
St. Board 
1846.

Evidence.
the cluster to a house not half a mile away'., 
the rural village is called a 'clister' or 
»cluster* in S. Derry, and parts of Donegal 
and Tyrone, in Teelin a *clibin», by some 
old people in Glennfinn a »cladarn», in 
Donaghmore 'claigean Tighte». Usually it 
was called simply 'baile' in Ulster, followed 
by an epithet such as »Iochtar*, »Lar* 
or »Uachtar * .
"The whole of the country for many miles in 
the direction of Dungloe, and beyond that 
town, in fact almost the whole barony of 
Boylagh, belongs to this nobleman, and the 
Island of Arran on the west coast... Prom 
one end of his large estate to the other 
nothing is to be found but poverty., and 
infinite subdivision of land."
"The Island of Arran, which is also the 
property of the Marquis of Conyngham... it 
contains 11 tillages, each having from 9-50 
cottages, and has a population of about 
1 5 0 0  people., the land is let in rundale."
"I landed at a village called Labgarroo, 

containing 24 cottages, and almost the whole 
of its shockingly destitute and half naked, 
shoeless population immediately swarmed out 
and surrounded me... some of these tenants 
had quantities of land as 3mall a3 the 4th 
part of a cow»s grass."
"The Raphoe School Estate, we trust will in 
a 3hort time under our care present a very 
different appearance, as we have, under the 
management of an active resident agent, 
applied considerable sums in improvements, 

by endeavouring to abolish the Rundale, or 
common field system, by separating and 
squaring farms, by reclaiming waste land, and by giving assistance to the tenants to 
enable them to build a better class of 
cottage«.."
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Source Evidence.
Ibid.

1858 Report. 
Appendix to the 
Report by 
J.W. Murland,
p. 29.

"This Estate consists of 12 tds. and a 
large tract of mountain... there are no 
leases on the property."
(Glare St. Board Report 1846) "It Is 
evident from the map made in 1816, that 
the farm3 were then much intermixed, the 
fences crooked, and the houses more 
numerous than they were at present...."
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Source.
"Letters on the 
condition of 
the people of 
Ireland", by 
T. Campbell 
Foster, 1846
p. 2 0 1 .
Ibid, p.202.

Ibid« p.203.

Ibid, p.,206.

APPEND IX E. VIII

Co. Mayo.
Evidence.

"I have had the opportunity of riding over 
the Estate of Mr. Vaughan Jaclc3on of 
Corramore in the neighbourhood of this town 
(Ballina). Some years ago when he under
took the management of the Estate many parts 
of it were held in rundale or joint-tenancy. 
This mode of tenure was formerly common."
"Some half dozen or more tenants took a 
portion of land on lease, and jointly and 
severally bound themselves to pay the rent. 
This was their only obligation.... As their 
numbers increased and their children grew up 
they subdivided this land with their children, 
and built their cottages in a cluster, without 
the slightest attempt at regularity, and 
without street or lane, crooked passages in 
and out between the cottages being the only 
means of communication with one another; the 
only uniformity being that every cottage had 
a filthy cesspool and dunghill close to its 
door. I rode on horseback through two of 
these villages yesterday, still held in joint- 
tenancy, one named Carrowbeggin... and another 
named Balderig still held on a rundale lease 
from Mr. Jackson.... they were perpetually 
squabbling and fighting with one another, 
about their duck3 and pigs, and about 
trespassing on one another3 land. Mr.Jackson 
on coming to his Estate as a resident land
lord. . . put each man on a squared farm of 
from 5 to 10 acres."
"Lord Arran has thus remodelled the whole of 
his estate in this county from the rundale 
system. Col. Knox Gore, Mr. Howley,
Mr. Knox... have carried out similar 
Improvements."
"Lord Palmerston's estate., on one of these 
joint leases, of the townland of Mullaghmore, 
there were upon it 135 tenants."



Source. Evidence.
Congested 
Districts 
Board. 16th 
Report, 1907,
p.1 0 .

Inlshkea Islands North and South.
"At the'’time of purchase there were 57 
occupiers. The lands were in rundale and 
very badly worked.. The houses were in 
clusters or villages and many of them so 
closely crowded together that it would 
have been almost impossible to keep the 
surroundings in a sanitary condition even 
if the people were alive to the necessity
of doing so.... We have completely
transformed the conditions in these Islands 
by removing a large proportion of the worst 
of the dwellings, erecting new houses on 
approved sites, getting the occupiers of 
the houses that were not disturbed to
improve their3 substantially.....  The
lands have all been striped, and each 
tenant has got his new holding in 2 or at 
most 5 detached plots, with specified 
rights in grazing on the commonage. The 
internal fences are to be made by the 
tenants themselves.

Information 
from Land 
Commission 
Officer 
Ballina,
Co. Mayo.

i. Rundale continued until recently at 
Carrowtrasna td. 0.S.5, in the Killala 
Bay district. Striping was begun in 
1924 but disagreements held up the 
process until very recently.

ii. Rathlackan td. of the same district 
had over 60 rundale holdings before 
striping in the 1930»s. After 
consolidation only 27 holders were left 
the remainder having been migrated.

iii. The rundale was striped out in Derreen 
Bunacurry, Salia, Sraheens, Dooega and’ 
Slievemore, all in Achlll Island", 
about 1914.

iv. The townlands of Fisherhill and Caurans 
and Treanybrogaun are in the process of 
being striped out by the Ballina Land 
Commission. They are still in rundale.

v. Townlands still in rundale in the countv 
rrlstla 0.S.25 and 26; Castlerovan n.svô. 
Faheens', Carn and Curryaun O.s. 7 9 f~ * * ’
cr'egganroe & Bellaklp Q.ST96 • 
oteelarm 0.3.15; Xeam 0.S.16.
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Source. 
LocalTraditions.

Evidence.
Kilcellia td. was for the most part 
—3tiped out ~5y the Land Commission in 1924.
Ballvmore td. had still some rundale. After 
' the* iamirieT’there was some rearrangement, 
then more striping by the tenants themselves 
30 or 40 years ago to mitigate the 
confusion. However, subdivision continued 
oven after this and the Land Commission 
had to do more striping 7 or 8 years ago.
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Source.
W. Shaw Mason. 
Op. c 11«,, p . 75 
Vol.II.

ibid.
p.381, VOL.II.

ibid.
p.384.

ibid
p.40i, Vol.II.

APPENDIX E.IX

Go. Louth.
Evidence.

Parish of Ballymasoanlon
11.... .. which may be 3een from the
multiplicity of instances of a number of 
men being joint-tenants in a farm similarly 
circumstanced, and under similar rents; 
some of whom become independent and happy, 
while others are solvent and wretched.”

Co. Sligo
Parish of iillmactige 
Indeed the want of enclosures and the 

distracted state of commonage In which they 
hold their lands, are the principal causes' 
of their great want.”
"The custom of running in common is a great 
evil, and produces much mischief among them.
It Is frequently the cause of neglecting 
to make their fences, and suffering their 
cattle to damage the growing crops ; and one 
or two lazy partners will introduce 
confusion, and damp the industry of others."
"The townlands are divided into two or three 
portions, and each of these occupied by a 
certain number of tenants, who hold in 
common, dividing the arable in equal parts, 
and.appropriating the coarse ground and 
pasture to grazing; each having the right 
to put on a certain number of cattle, reckoning 
by their ages and kinds... It has been said 
that the tenants in common have been of late 
coming into the habit of dividing their 
several proportions, casting lots on the 
divisions, and enclosing them.”

Co. Roscommon.
Parish of iiilmore
"About "twenly hamlets are also dispersed 
throughout It; the greater number of which is 
situated west and north of the church.”
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Source. 
ibid

p.101, Vol.III

ibid
p.106, Vol.III.

Wo Shaw Meson 
op.cit., 
p.60, Vol. I.

Ibid
p.5, Vol.III.

Evidence.
Parish of St. Peters
"Whatever would teach them a better way of 
cultivating their farms which are this day 
managed in the old unimproved manner that 
their ancestors used, would certainly be 
of service to the people."
"The co-partnerships which they have in their 
farms, whether held by lease or otherwise, 
gives frequent opportunities for indulging 
this litigious disposition, while they 
enable them to overreach each other in the 
divisional lots of the common property which 
is laid out for tillage or meadow; or the 
number of cattle each should have on the 
common pasture, as well a3 numerous 
contentions about the number of horses with 
which they plough or the quantity of work 
done in the day In what they call COIRE, 
that is co-partnership; in all which If they 
catch any advantage they seldom fall of 
seizing on, and tenaciously holding whatever 
they may In this way acquire."

Queens County
Parishes of Rosenallls, Castlerock,
Bearymore and Kllmanmen.
"The only mountain is Slievebloom. Its 
first ridge almost to the very summit presents 
to the view, hamlets and gardens in a high 
state of cultivation."

Go. Cork.
Parish of Ardagh.
""The inhabit ant 3 are very tenacious of the 
old modes of agriculture, old stocks of 
cattle, etc. No amendment whatever has taken 
place in their husbandry; and as for the 
rent3 of this Parish, a3 most of the lands 
are set by lump, It is not easy to give any 
account of acreable prices."
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Source.

ibid
p.485, Vol#I.

ibid.
p.467, Vol.I.

ibid.
p .242, Vol.III.

Congested 
Districts 
Board for 
Ireland.16th Report, 
1907, p.10.

ibid.
p.ll.

Evidence.
Co. Clare.

Parish of Kllmanaheen - Village of Ennistymon. 
"This village had but throe miserable cabins 
in it when the present incumbent was 
collated to the Union; it has now 120 houses, 
70 of them slated, the remainder thatched."
"In the Parish of Kilmacreehy is the village 
of Liscanor on the northern side of the bay 
of that name. This village has been formed 
entirely since the year 1775, and has now 
nearly 2 0 0 houses on it."

Co. Wexford.
Barony of Shelburne.
Every townland has a collection of small 
cabins bearing the 3ame name as the town- 
lands, but of no other note."

Co. Kilkenny.
Parish of Lis terling.
"The Tnhabitants live In a few small villages 
or collections of cabins, in the different 
townland3 ."

Co. G-alway.
Inishturk Island.
"Similar work to that done in Inishkea is now 
in progress. At the time of purchase there 
were 2 1 families in occupation of holdings 
upon it."
Inlshnee Island
"Is in the occupation of 55 tenants, holding 
mostly In rundale at rents amounting to 
£196. 6 . 6 . We have not induced any of these 
tenants to migrate. Their holdings which were 
held in rundale, have all been striped, some 
new hou363 have been erected, and others are 
In the course of erection."
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Evidence

Ordnance Survey 1 
Memoir (M.3.S.)
Box 48.

Mr. Peter McNamee 
(aged 85), 
Corlecky td.

appendix f

for the distribution of "Booleying"
Oo.Londonderry.

. "Statistical Report of the Parishes of 
ballyinascreen, Kilcronaghan and 
Desertmartin", by J. MacClo3key, 1821.
"These parishes formed part of the domain 
lands of Shane O’Neill. The last decade 
of George II may be assumed as the point 
whence it (the population) began to start 
towards its present density. Since then 
it has increased in a greater ratio than 
for a century and a half previous - due to 
domestic peace, limitation of pasturage, 
above all to the increased facility of 
subsistence from the extended cultibatlon 
of the potato.
At the period above mentioned, none but 
the most fertile and accessible grounds 
were cultivated; the life of the people 
was quite pastoral. In May, every family 
removed with its flocks and herds to the 
woody glens and upland heights then rich 
with the most luxuriant herbage. There 
they lived during the summer on a scanty 
supply of oatmeal, but abundance of butter,
curds, cream, in short a milk diet ---
It is not quite 60 years since this custom 
of ’boalying' ceased."

• He informed me that the present clusters and 
arable ground were fairly recent features 
in Slaghtneill, and Gorlecky. Before that 
in his grandfather’s early days he thought 
(he died in 1892 at the age of 90) the 
people of the lowlands about ICilrea and 
Swatragh, used to come there with their 
cattle and their skeps of bees for the 
summer season. They usually started out 
on the first of May and returned about the 
first day of November. During their stay 
on the mountains they engaged mainly in 
milking, feeding calves, and making butter, 
which they put in wooden crocks. The 
present clusters were on the 3ite3 of the 
former summer quarters. ,
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Mr* Henry 
Dallas, 
aged 85, of 
Bovavagh td.

3. Mr. Dalla3 , who know of Running dale", 
told of a place In the townland called "Gortnabualle" (Gortnaboley). it lay 
just at the end of the "cow lane", and 
here according to the old folk, were 
"the buailes" where the people formerly 
used to go to milk the cow3 . He knew 
of another place above Dungiven called "the buailes" or"booley3 ".

Mr. Pat Hagan 
aged 80, of 
Boley, in the 
townland of 
Tullybrick.

4 He used to hear his grandfather, who
* di0a 60 years ago at the age of 83, 3peak 

of old circulat hut ruins near the present dwellings.
5 There is a tradition in Coolnamonan 

cluster, that in former times it was the 
custom to send the cattle up to 
Ballydonegan hill to graze the whole summer, 
and the people, especially the younger 
folk, went with them.

6 . A local inhabitant of Altikeeragh td. showed 
me booley houses, circular in shape, and 
gathered in little groups,,on the mountain. 
He knew of similar huts, which he called 
"booley houses" on Dunmore mountain.

North-East Antrim.
Mr. Charles 7. 
O'Lone, aged 
40, of
Khockanully td.

He heard the tradition from his father who 
was still alive, aged 90, and from other 
old folk, that the women of the lowlands 
in the Braid and Main valleys, used to 
come to their district in summer with their 
cattle. Here they engaged in milking, 
making butter, cheese, and woollen garments, 
and lived in toooley houses. Then when the’ 
men had attended to the crops, they 
returned to the lowlands, and the animals 
were allowed to graze in common over the 
stubble. There were no fences then as 
the farms were all in "rúndale". He had 
no idea of the date of all this, but it was 
not the custom in hi3 father's time. All 
the land of the district had not been long 
broken in from the mountain.
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Mr.P.Me C orma ck 
of Ardicoan 
td.
Glendun.

Mr. McAuley 
of Glenaan.

Mrs .McKinley, 
aged 70, of 
Coolranoy td.

8 . He knew the meaning of "booleying", which 
he associated with the "rundale system". 
Prom his grandmother, who if still alive 
would have been 150 years old to day, he 
heard the tradition of this old custom.
It was formerly customary for the women 
of the Glen to go with their children and kine in summer to the mountain 
called Tievebulliagh. There they lived 
in "booley houses", the sod foundations 
of which can still be traced. They 
occupied themselves with milking, and 
making butter, and in the evenings they 
spun and wobe. His grandmother did not 
remember this herself, but heard the 
tradition from her mother.
He knew of similar booley remains, 
associated with the same tradition, on the 
mountain called the Beaghs, and all along 
the Agangarrive hillside.

9 . He heard of "booley houses" onTievebulliagh, from his mother. They were 
built of sods and roofed with rushes, in 
former times the cattle were brought here 
for the summer. 10

10. She knew of a place on the hillside in this 
townland, known a3 "weeta Buaile", but 
did not know the meaning of the term.
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APPENDIX G,

Modes of Sharing under "Runda le11.

Example A. Carnalbanagh td. O.S. 34 & 29 (Co. Antrim)
Lot 12 from the 0.3. Valuation, 1859. ''An old lease, 

partly divided, and partly held in common. It is treated 
as a rundale lot... and will be squared when the lease 
expires."

Arable Mountain "Sums''
David Kain 9 )W. Kain 9 )C. & Danl. Robinson 17 )Jas. McClure 33 )Jos. Smith 12 )Jas. Robinson 16 )W. Allen 6 )Henry White 16 ) 40
Jas. Morrow 1 0 )Esther Robinson 1 0 )Jane Morrow 1 0 )
Alex McMullin 1 0 )
W. McCloy 2 )

160

The arable is held Î ot by

sums ?

2igi
3-1 & 1/3 of 2 
7} & 1/3 of 23
4
1*4
2i44
2|
1/3 of 2
40 "sums"

Shares. The moi 
the arable lots.

Example B . Cornavari’on td., O.S. 34, 41, 42. 
Prom the O.S. Valuation, 1859.

Arable

|td
( D. Donnelly 
Mich. " 
Patk.

( Patk.
Jas.

J »
it
it

( Jas. McKane 
( Anne "
( Jos. » I

4

Mountain
1/5 )
1/5 )
1/5 ) 1/3 6 "sums" and a 2 year old.Junr. 1/5 )
1/5 )

)
) 1/3 6 "3ums" and a 2 year old.
)
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Cornavarron td. (Contd.) 
Arable
(Con. Donnelly 

|-td. (Mary "
(Peter "

1/3» )) 1/3

Mountain

6 "3urns" and a 2 year old.

(Frs. McGonnaghy 2/3 )
(And. McMearty 1/3 )
( YZm. McMearty 1 )
(J. Morri3 Jr. 1 )
(Owen Mörris )
(J. Morris Sr. )
(Jas. Morris -f j

10  ” 311013"

1 0 "sums”

40 "suras” total.
"Sum" réflations In the Slxtowna

1. Gavanreagh td.
— (X)— nrFiF~Gavanreagh" consists of 48 "sums" of rough 

grazing - roughly 5 acres per "sum" - shared by 5 holders.
one cow’s grass 1 "sum"
one Horse’s grass - 2 "sums"
three year-olds 1 "sum" 3 "feet" -six sheep 1 "sum"

(b) "Wee Cavanreagh" consists of 48 "3urns".
one cow - 1 "sum"
7 sheep - 1 "sum"

2, Glengomna td. - consists of 60 "sums" shared by 5 holders. 3
one cow 1 "sum"one three-year old M» 1 "sum"one two-year old & 1 year-old - "sum"three year olds - 1 "sum"one working horse » 1 "3um"one horse CM» 1|- "sumsfour 3heap 1 "3um"

3. Legal rights of grazing in Vol. IV of the Brehon Laws.
2 geese 
2 sheep 
2 dalrts 
2 colpachs 
1 cow & 1 eolpach - 1 ox

1 sheep
1 dairt (a year-old heifer)
1 colpach (a two-year old heifer) 
1 cow
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Meadow Shares
1. Corr td., Go. Tyrone, O.S. 47 55. (Prom O.S.

Valuation, 1859).
’’This meadow is held by all the tenants of the town-land in the proportions given ; some hold bits in severalplaces. They are all mixed through each other •

Jas. Timlan 9/81 Owen Connolly 5/81Pat Conally 5/81 Patk. Mallin 4/81
vita. Keenan 2/81 Marg. Keenan 2/81Patk. Campbell 4/81 Henry Magrath 5/81Alice Burns 3/81 Thos. Conolly 4/81Jas. Burns 3/81 Geo. Clements 16/81
Vita. Clements 4/81 Chas o Cullen 2/81
John Connolly 2/81 J. Cullen 2/81
Jas0 Conolly 2/81 Chas. Magrath 

Sr. & Jr. 5/81, 2/81.


