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Aisling Keane, Teaching Fellow, Basic Medical Science

In May 2007, as a result of a travel award from the Centre of 
Educational Development and the Symington Memorial Trust from 
the Anatomical Society of Great Britain and Ireland, I was delighted 
to attend the American Association of Anatomists (AAA) annual 
conference in Washington DC.  The AAA conference was a joint venture 
with the Experimental Biology Annual Meeting which is a multi-
society, interdisciplinary, scientific meeting of Anatomy, Biochemistry 
and Physiology.  The AAA conference was important because not 
only did it allow me to present my own research, it also gave me the 
opportunity to meet other scientists and learn from them.  Attending 
this conference was important for me because it also incorporated 
sessions on innovative methods of teaching anatomy.  As a relatively 
new Teaching Fellow at Queen’s, it gave me the opportunity to learn 
how lecturers from other universities teach similar courses to mine.  

Conference Report:

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ANATOMISTS 
Washington DC, United States of America

Naturally, the talks attracted various numbers of delegates.  The main hot 
topics at the conference were the platform sessions on teaching innovations 
in Anatomy.  I particularly enjoyed the session chaired by Dr Lawrence 
Wineski, from the Morehouse School of Medicine.  The first talk was given 
by Dr Wineski, and described how certain lectures and practicals in gross 
anatomy could be replaced by an interactive study guide that the students 
could review before attending a formal class.  In particular, Dr Wineski 
spoke of an interactive session available on CD called “Introduction to 
Dissection” which he and his colleagues had developed.  Student feedback 
over two years had shown that students felt that the CD was an adequate 
replacement for the traditional introductory lecture.  I enjoyed this talk as 
it is becoming increasingly hard to recruit anatomists who are experienced 
in cadaveric dissection into the DR.  As a result any methods were selective 
lectures can be removed so that students spend more time on the actual 
dissection will naturally enhance student learning.  Other lecturers in 
Anatomy showcased their own software innovations such as the “Anatorium” 
developed by Professor Tim Wilson and colleagues from the University of 
Western Ontario.  The Anatorium is a 3D virtual reality theatre which allows 
students to see how the human body works as an integrated system. 
Another popular talk was given by the keynote speaker Professor Darwin 
Prockop, M.D., Ph.D., Professor of Biochemistry and Director of the Gene 
Therapy Center at Tulane University.  Professor Prockop gave an original 
and enthusiastic talk on The Reparative Power of Multipotent Stromal Cells 
from Bone Marrow.  In his talk, he discussed how the scientific community is 
enthused by the manner in which these cells may be used to repair tissues.  
However, he warned his audience that caution is needed, as although 
these cells can repair injured tissue by differentiating into most cellular 
phenotypes their mechanism of action is still relatively poorly understood.  
Professor Prockop reminded us that there is potential for misinterpreting 
results from promising new therapies through poorly designed experiments.   

Other highlights included the R.R. Bensley Award Lecture in Cell Biology 
delivered by Professor Matthew Welch, University of California, Berkeley.  
Professor Welch’s talk entitled “Lessons from the Enemy: What Pathogens 
Have Taught Us about the Control of Cytoskeletal Dynamics” was for me one 
of the most enjoyable hours that I spent at the conference.  The talk focused 
on how different bacterial and viral pathogens target the actin cytoskeleton 
of host cells to promote pathogen replication and spread during infection. 
What was particular interesting were the videos and movies that Professor 
Welch used to great effect throughout his talk.  

I thoroughly enjoyed the conference and came home with much to 
think about. 


