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Introduction

Welcome to the Tower Museum’s 
Remembering 1916 programme
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2016 is a pivotal year in the Decade of Centenaries as it sees the anniversary  
of two key events in our shared history, the Easter Rising and the Battle of the 
Somme. Both of these events have been remembered in a range of different  
ways and by particular sections of our communities over the last 100 years. 
 
These anniversaries present challenges as well as great opportunities. Looking 
back at the past together allows us to reflect on our shared history in a more 
holistic way. This proposed programme recognises that much can be learnt when 
we visit the past together and explore how these events have shaped our cultural 
heritage and identity. This programme includes the detailed content created for 
our 1916: Untold Stories exhibition and a list of events which will take place over 
the coming months to explore a range of themes that relate to the year 1916.

Our wider programme also includes a dedicated schools programme aimed at 
giving students the opportunity to look back at the key events using the 1916: 
Untold Stories exhibition.
 
We are delighted to be working in partnership with the Creative Centenaries 
project, which is led by the Nerve Centre and uses the latest digital technologies  
to explore different interpretations of significant events from our past. 
 
www.derrystrabane.com/centenaries



When the New Year dawned in 1916, the 
people of the north west were entering 
another year of war, and many of its 
residents were fighting and dying in 
France, Turkey and the Balkans. Men 
continued to enlist in the army, and some 
deserted their posts. Army barracks at 
Ebrington, Buncrana and Clonmany 
were full of soldiers and Lough Swilly had 
provided a temporary home to the British 
Grand Naval Fleet at the start of the war. 

Life went on as usual for most people 
though. Many went to see plays and 
the new phenomenon of cinema. Some 
people drank, while others pledged not 
too. People worked hard, employment 
was plentiful and the shirt factories 
were getting surplus orders for military 
clothing. The country experienced terrible 
flooding in January, food and fuel prices 
were rising, but life seemed tolerable for 
all but the poorest in the area.

The big fear on the minds of nationalists 
at the time was that conscription might 
be imposed on Ireland. There was an 
undercurrent of advanced nationalism in 
the north west too. The Irish Volunteers 
were active and mostly spent their time 
disrupting army recruitment meetings. 
However, a small number of Volunteers 
in Derry were ready on Easter Sunday 
morning to mobilise for a planned Rising 
across the country. Their orders never 
arrived. A few days later, the soldiers of the 
British Army stationed in the north west 
got their orders to go to Dublin and put 
down the rebellion.
 
1916: Untold Stories highlights the impact 
of the seismic events of 1916 on people 
from the north west and the human 
connections that still bind us to the past.

1916: Untold Stories 
Exhibition

15 April - 30 November 2016
Tower Museum
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Historian and author Brian Lacey will provide an insight into 
the preparations for the Easter Rising by Derry republicans 
in 1916 while local historians Trevor Temple and Seamus 
Breslin will speak about the impact of the Battle of the Somme 
on the north west. Special guest for the evening is Bríd Ní 
Dhochartaigh, daughter of leading Derry republican Joseph 
O’Doherty who features in the exhibition. Brian Lacey will 
conduct a short interview with Bríd about her father.

1916: Untold Stories 
Exhibition Launch

Thursday 14 April at 7pm
Tower Museum
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The Life of Alice Milligan:  
Catherine Morris, and launch  
of graphic novel on Irish poets  
Alice Milligan and Francis Ledwidge
.........

Thursday 21 April, 7pm
Tower Museum
Talk and Launch

A new graphic novel produced by the 
Nerve Centre explores the life of Irish 
poets Alice Milligan and Francis Ledwidge. 
The graphic novel will be launched by 
Catherine Morris, author of Alice Milligan 
and the Celtic Revival and Dave Duggan, 
author of Still, The Blackbird Sings, a play 
about Francis Ledwidge’s time in Derry. 
 
Following the launch, Catherine Morris 
will give a lecture highlighting the creative, 
cultural and educational work of Alice 
Milligan in Derry, Belfast and Dublin in 
the years leading up to the Easter Rising. 
In 1914, Thomas McDonagh wrote an 
article in praise of the woman whom 
he considered the most significant poet 
of his generation: ‘Alice Milligan, Ulster 
Protestant, Gaelic Leaguer, Fenian, Friend 
of all Ireland. Alice Milligan is the most 
Irish of living poets and therefore the best.’

 

Republicanism in Derry in 1916:  
Adrian Grant
.........

Wednesday 27 April, 7.00pm
Tower Museum
Talk

There was an undercurrent of advanced 
nationalism in the north west in 1916. 
The Irish Volunteers were active and 
mostly spent their time disrupting army 
recruitment meetings. However, a small 
number of Volunteers in Derry were ready 
on Easter Sunday morning to mobilise for 
a planned Rising across the country. Their 
orders never arrived. A few days later, the 
soldiers of the British Army stationed in 
the north west got their orders to go to 
Dublin and put down the rebellion.

Adrian Grant will explore what life was 
like in the north west in 1916, before, 
during, and after the Easter Rising. The 
involvement of local people in the events 
of April 1916 will be outlined, as will the 
reactions to the Rising in its aftermath.

 

Admission is FREE to all  
the events and exhibition  
unless otherwise stated
 
For further information contact:
Tower Museum, Union Hall Place,  
Derry~Londonderry, BT48 6LU
T: 028 7137 2411
E: tower.reception@derrystrabane.com

For Autumn events go to: 
derrystrabane.com/centenaries
 
For events across Northern Ireland go to: 
creativecentenaries.org

Talks & 
Events
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Labour in Derry, 1889-1923:  
portraits of James McCarron  
and Peadar O’Donnell:  
Emmet O’ Connor
.........

Wednesday 4 May, 7pm  
Tower Museum
Talk
 
Between 1889 and 1923, Irish Labour 
was rocked by three waves of trade union 
militancy. Derry was then at the height 
of its prosperity as the leading centre of 
shirt-making in the UK, with significant 
employment also in distilling and 
shipbuilding. It had too an established 
and conservative trade union movement, 
personified by one of the leading figures 
in the Amalgamated Society of Tailors 
and the Irish Trades Union Congress, 
Alderman James McCarron. McCarron 
would meet a tragic fate as one of the last 
victims of the First World War.
 
The political challenges brought by the 
war were exemplified by Peadar O’Donnell 
of the Irish Transport and General Workers’ 
Union. O’Donnell confronted Derry 
employers and trades council leaders 
alike with the socialist republicanism of 
James Connolly. Long after he left the city 
for a career as an outstanding agitator 
and radical writer, he would be variously 
vilified as the man who blazed a trail of 
destruction in Derry and remembered as 
one of its great Labour champions.
 

The Easter Rising’s impact on  
Derry soldiers on the Western Front: 
Seamus Breslin 
.........

Wednesday 11 May, 7pm  
Tower Museum
Talk
 
How did the thousands of soldiers from 
Derry serving on the Western Front react 
to the Easter Rising? Nationalist soldier 
Tom Kettle’s words on hearing of the Rising 
have become famous: ‘These men will be 
go down in history as heroes and martyrs: 
and I will go down – if I go down at all – as 
a bloody British officer.’ But to what extent 
was this true of Derry soldiers? In the years 
after the armistice, did Derry nationalists 
turn their backs on the men who risked 
their lives fighting for ‘the rights of small 
nations’?

Theatre and Revolution -  
The Abbey Rebels:  
Fearghal McGarry 
.........

Wednesday 18 May, 7pm 
Tower Museum
Talk
 
How did theatre shape the Irish 
revolution? Did its importance lie 
principally in providing a physical space 
for otherwise marginal activists? Or was 
there something particular to drama that 
invested it with revolutionary potential? 
Fearghal McGarry will explore these 
questions through the experience of the 
seven members of the Abbey Theatre  
who took part in the Easter Rising.  
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Women and the Easter Rising:  
Sinead McCoole
.........

Wednesday 1 June, 7pm  
Tower Museum
Talk

As a curator and historian, Sinead McCoole has uncovered 
the hidden stories of many women involved in the Easter 
Rising and independence struggle that would otherwise 
be lost to history. Her books No Ordinary Women, Guns 
and Chiffon and Easter Widows, recount the stories of 
these women and record their extraordinary bravery and 
determination. In this lecture Sinead will explore the part 
played by the women volunteers of Cumann na mBan and 
the Irish Citizen Army in the Easter Rising. 
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Mother Ireland  
.........

Thursday 2 June, 7pm  
Nerve Centre
Film

Filmmaker Anne Crilly will introduce 
this screening of her award-winning 
documentary Mother Ireland (Derry Film 
& Video 1988, 52 mins) in the context of 
the centenary of the Easter Rising. Filming 
the 70th Anniversary of the Rising in 
Dublin in 1986 was influential in shaping 
her vision and ground-breaking research 
into the history of women in ‘The National 
Struggle’.
 
‘The 70th Anniversary of the Easter Rising 
was a landmark event for me in creating a 
film exploring how gendered motifs were 
used by writers and artists in Nationalist 
Culture including the run-up to the 1916 
Rising. The voices of the women featured in 
‘Mother Ireland’ are still relevant today and 
it will be fascinating to view the film in this 
Centenary year.’ Anne Crilly 
 
In association with The Centre for Media 
Research, Ulster University.
 

Irish Destiny
.........

Friday 3 June, 7pm  
Nerve Centre
Film

Made in Ireland in 1926 to mark the tenth 
anniversary of the Easter Rising, this is the 
first Irish feature about the events of the 
Irish revolution. Irish Destiny is a love story 
set against the War of Independence that 
interweaves romantic drama with original 
newsreel footage of that time. This silent 
film was directed by George Dewhurst and 
written by Dr Isaac Eppel. The beautiful 
restoration was carried out by the Irish 
Film Archive in 1991 with an original score 
by composer Mícheál Ó Súilleabháin 
performed by the RTE concert orchestra. 
Duration: 65 mins.    

 
The Plough and the Stars
.........

Saturday 4 June, 7pm  
Nerve Centre
Film
 
Sean O’Casey’s controversial play about 
Easter week was first performed in 1926 
and adapted to the screen by director John 
Ford in 1937. While the central part of 
Nora Clitheroe was played by Hollywood 
actress Barbara Stanwyck, other major 
characters are played by some of the 
Abbey Theatre’s finest actors, including 
Una O’Connor, F. J. McCormick and Barry 
Fitzgerald.  Patrick Pearse is played by 
Fitzgerald’s brother Arthur Shields who 
fought in the GPO during the Easter 
Rising. Duration: 72 mins.  

The Easter  
Rising 
on Film
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The Battles of the Somme:  
Richard Doherty
.........

Wednesday 15 June, 1pm  
Tower Museum
Talk
 
This lecture seeks to place the 1916 
Somme campaign in its overall context 
as part of an Entente strategy involving 
all three major theatres of war in Europe, 
the Eastern, Southern and Western, as 
well as the war at sea and in the air; and in 
theatres outside Europe. It will also look 
at the rebellions that occurred in many 
countries, and at German subversion in 
the still neutral United States of America.   

Strabane and the First World War:   
John Dooher
.........

Wednesday 15 June, 7 pm
Strabane Library
Talk

Talk on how the First World War impacted 
on Strabane and its people. In early 
August 1914, when reservists were called 
up for military service, the local UVF and 
Irish Volunteers met up and marched 
together to the railway station to cheer off 
the troops going to war. Enlistment was 
relatively high in Strabane in the early 
years of the war and it was often held up 
as an example to other towns. However, as 
the casualty lists grew, the political climate 
began to change. Then in 1916 came the 
Easter Rising and the Battle of the Somme. 

The Ulster Division on the Somme:  
Philip Orr
.........

Thursday 23 June, 7pm  
Tower Museum
Talk

As the centenary of the battle approaches, 
the author of The Road to the Somme, the 
classic study of the 36th (Ulster) Division, 
will discuss the traumatic experience of 
the Ulster men who went ‘over the top’  
on that fateful day.

How the people of the North West 
memorialised the First World War:  
Trevor Temple
.........

Wednesday 29 June, 1pm  
Tower Museum
Talk
 
North West Ulster shared the grief and 
suffering experienced by many during 
and in the years following the war. That 
grief was frequently expressed in often 
poignant and extremely moving ‘in 
memoriam’ verses, which initially made 
their appearance in the Derry Journal, 
Derry Standard, and Londonderry Sentinel 
newspapers during and in the immediate 
years following that four-year-long 
dispute.
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Twinsome Minds:  
Recovering 1916 in Images and Stories
.........

Thursday 9 June, 8pm  
Nerve Centre
Multimedia Performance

Twinsome Minds is a multimedia performance by 
Professor Richard Kearney in collaboration with 
Associate Professor of Fine Arts Sheila Gallagher. 
Through an interplay of storytelling, animation, 
music and poetry, Twinsome Minds re-imagines 
a series of micro-narratives surrounding 1916 
in Dublin and the battlefields of Belgium. These 
stories and images of eclipsed history concentrate 
on ‘twinned’ pairs – family members, neighbours, 
school friends, lovers – who ended up on opposite 
sides during this time of great upheaval in British-
Irish relations.  
 
Commissioned by the Abbey Theatre, Twinsome 
Minds features original music composed and 
performed by Dana Lyn.
 



The Battle of the Somme
.........

Friday 1 July, 7pm  
Nerve Centre
Film

The Battle of the Somme is one of the most significant 
films in British cinema history and was seen by 20 
million people upon its release on 21 August 1916 (which 
amounts to half the adult population). This was the first 
time that real scenes of death and destruction on the 
battlefield had been seen in cinemas and the emotional 
impact on audiences was powerful.

The opening days of the battle were captured on film  
by two official cinematographers Geoffrey Malins and 
John McDowell. The Battle of the Somme is a black-and-
white silent film in five parts, with sequences divided  
by intertitles summarising the contents. The Imperial  
War Museum have made available a special centenary 
edition of the film on blu ray, accompanied by a 
contemporary orchestral soundtrack composed by  
Laura Rossi. 

Duration: 77 minutes.  

12 Events
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The Centenaries Programme

In 2016 Derry City and Strabane 
District Council has funded a 
number of external organisations to 
deliver a series of events marking the 
centenaries of the 1916 Easter Rising 
and the Battle of the Somme.
 
Easter Rising Commemoration
.........

Thursday 12 May
Guildhall Square
 
This open air pageant is organised by 
the Gasyard Wall Féile with support from 
Derry City and Strabane District Council. 
Entitled ‘Dawning of the Day’, it will 
include a reading of the proclamation, a 
re-enactment of aspects of the battle and 
the surrender of the rebels, their trials and 
executions and will look at the legacy and 
lessons of the Easter Rising.

Battle of the Somme Commemoration
.........

Friday 1 July
St Columb’s Cathedral
 
Friday 9 - Saturday 10 September
St Columb’s Park                                     
 
The Royal British Legion Waterside 
Branch, with support from Derry City 
and Strabane District Council, will host 
commemoration and remembrance 
events to mark the anniversary of the 
Battle of the Somme. The first event on 
1 July includes a parade, a drumhead 
service, the launch of a First World War 
memorial in the grounds of St Columb’s 
Cathedral and an evening BBQ with music 
and dress from the period.
 
On 9-10 September there will be a 
community and family commemoration 
comprising a community festival in  
St Columb’s Park.

©
 Anne
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Shelter
.........

June - July 
Eighty81, Ebrington
 
In Shelter, artist Anne Tallentire will explore the architectural 
legacy of the Nissen hut, the curved structure invented 
during the First World War to house soldiers and supplies. 
Tallentire will create work across a range of media, including 
drawing, photography and film. In June and July, visitors 
will be invited to watch Tallentire work in an open studio at 
Eighty81, a former army barracks in Derry~Londonderry. 
Tallentire will also work with architects, activists and 
volunteers to produce a large-scale outdoor work. 

Co-commissioned by 14-18 NOW and Nerve Centre. 14-18 
NOW is the UK’s arts programme for the First World War 
centenary and has a number of major events and new 
commissions taking place across Northern Ireland in 2016.

Further details of other community based events funded by DCSDC can be found at 
www.creativecentenaries.org.
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Workshops available
A package of creative and digital-based 
workshops is on offer to primary and 
post-primary schools at Key Stages 2-4, 
and to community and youth groups.

Explore Family Connections to 1916
Enjoy a guided tour of the Untold Stories 
exhibition followed by a workshop using  
Museum’s Genealogy Service which 
will allow you to start looking at your 
own family’s connections with 1916 and 
provide advice on how to trace your family 
tree.  
Suitable for community and adult learning
Duration: 2 hours

Creative Writing
Take an in-depth look at the work of poets 
included in the Untold Stories exhibition. 
Using their work as inspiration, you will 
develop your own creative response while 
examining the impact of literature and 
culture from 1916.  
Suitable for community and adult learning
Duration: 2 hours

Animation
Participants can use specially created 
character designs to tell the story of 
the Easter Rising and Battle of the 
Somme through stop-motion animation 
techniques, while learning about the 
global events that had a massive impact 
on the lives of local people. 
Suitable for Key Stage 2-3
Duration: 2.5 hours

Filmmaking
Participants can combine elements of 
green screen technology and filmmaking 
to place themselves in the events of 100 
years ago or re-explore the events in a 
modern context.  
Suitable for Key Stage 3-4
Duration: 2.5 hours

Guided Tours
Tours of the exhibition are available 
to school and community groups by 
pre-booking. A guide will help to set the 
context for the stories and expand upon 
the legacy of the Easter Rising and Battle 
of the Somme on the local area. Facilitated 
workshops could follow a tour of the 
exhibition. 
Suitable for all ages

Audio Recording
Produce a creative response to the Easter 
Rising or Battle of the Somme through the 
creation of radio news bulletins examining 
the impact they had locally within the city 
and district.  
Suitable for Key Stage 3-4
Duration: 2 hours

Digital Design
Explore issues of propaganda and 
methods used to encourage participation 
in the Easter Rising and Battle of the 
Somme, before using digital design 
technology to recreate posters or your own 
comic book about the events.  
Suitable for Key Stage 2-3
Duration: 2 hours

Education 
Programme

Education and learning are at the heart of the Tower Museum’s Remembering 1916 
Programme as we look back and reflect on the Easter Rising, Battle of the Somme 
and the legacy of other key events. 

The Tower Museum and Creative Centenaries are partnering on an exciting 
programme of hands-on, creative workshops to learn about and explore 1916  
using the latest digital technologies.
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Resources

A range of resources have been created by the 
Tower Museum and Creative Centenaries to 
aid learning around 1916. Education packs, 
comic books, animations and iBooks are some 
of the engaging and interactive resources 
to support learning around the Decade of 
Centenaries and which will be used through 
the education programme. 

You can also access and download these 
resources from 
www.towermuseumlearning.co.uk/resources  
and from 
www.creativecentenaries.org/resources 

Contact to book workshops:

Bespoke workshops and training programmes 
can be designed to suit group needs. 
To arrange workshops or for any other 
inquiries contact the Tower Museum on  
028 7137 2411 or email:  
museum.education@derrystrabane.com 
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1916: Untold Stories 
The Rising in Derry

Chosen by Seán McDermott to bring 
news of the Easter Rising to Derry.
 
Joseph grew up at 23 Creggan Street, 
the third youngest of the nine children 
of Michael O’Doherty and his wife Rose 
(McLaughlin). Michael was a businessman 
with, among other things, a contract to 
supply meat to the British army at Dunree. 
He would lose the contract as a result of 
the activities of his children and his house 
would be attacked. Both Michael and Rose 
came from Inishowen. All their children 
were committed to the Irish language and 
independence movements. Séamus, the 
eldest son, had gone to live in Dublin and 
was a member of the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood (IRB). He brought his 
younger brothers Vincent and Joseph into 
that movement.
 
Joseph O’Doherty went to Dublin on 
Spy Wednesday, 19 April 1916, to visit 
his girlfriend, Margaret Irvine from 
Fermanagh, who was a medical student 
there. On Holy Thursday he called to 
the offices of the IRB publication Irish 
Freedom to see his friend since 1910, 
Seán McDermott, who was to be one of 
the leaders of the Easter Rising. Although 
already a member of the IRB, McDermott 
made Joseph take the IRB oath again 
and then told him that the large-scale 
mobilisation of the Irish Volunteers 
throughout the country over the following 
weekend was intended as a cover for 
an uprising. Unknown to most of the 
leadership and members of the Volunteers, 
the Rising had been planned in secret by a 
small Military Committee of the IRB which 
operated clandestinely within the ranks of 
the larger organisation. 

McDermott ordered O’Doherty to return 
to Derry to take part in the Rising there, 
and to arrange for the distribution of 
arms and ammunition which had been 
assembled earlier. Joseph went back to 
Derry by train that night accompanied 
by his brother Séamus who returned to 
Dublin on Saturday morning carrying 
as much of that weaponry as possible. 
Over the next few days, as ordered 
by McDermott, Joseph tried to make 
contact with Dr Pat McCartan of the 
Tyrone Volunteers but failed to do so. 
This, together with the publication in the 
Sunday Independent of Eoin MacNeill’s 
countermanding order cancelling the 
‘manoeuvres’, and the general breakdown 
of communications with Dublin, caused 
major confusion among the Derry 
Volunteers; consequently the Rising did 
not happen there. Along with eight other 
Derry Volunteers Joseph was arrested and 
eventually taken to Frongoch in Wales. 
They were all released by Christmas.
 
Joseph had trained as a teacher (and later 
as a barrister) but continued his militant 
activities and was elected in 1918 for 
North Donegal to the first Dáil, for Sinn 
Féin. In 1918, he married Margaret Irvine 
– one of the first women doctors (and 
Medical Officers) in Derry – and for a while 
they lived in Clarendon Street. Margaret 
wouldn’t take the oath of allegiance and 
lost her job. Both of them were involved in 
many other aspects of the struggle for Irish 
independence and took the anti-Treaty 
side. Later Joseph became a member of 
both Dáil and Seanad Éireann.
 
Brian Lacey

Joseph O’Doherty 
(1891 — 1979)

The Rising in Derry
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A young republican who gave an  
account of republican activities in Derry 
in the months surrounding the Easter 
Rising to the Bureau of Military History 
in the 1950s.
 
Liam Brady was born in Derry in 
November 1899 and went to school in 
the Long Tower. He joined the republican 
youth organisation Fianna Éireann and 
was present when the Irish Volunteers’ 
leader ‘The O’Rahilly’ came to Derry on  
23 November 1915 to give a lecture on  
the Manchester Martyrs.
 
His account of the mobilisation of the 
Derry republicans at Easter Weekend 
1916 gives us an insight into the secret 
military preparations underway in the 
city. He describes how eighteen volunteers 
assembled in John (‘Corney’) Doherty’s 
shed at the top of William Street on Easter 
Sunday night. Each man carried a rifle, 
revolver and ammunition, and enough 
rations to last two days.
 
As the men awaited their orders, the 
atmosphere was tense. ‘The place inside 
[the shed] was in darkness. No one was 
allowed to smoke or light a match. There 
was a split in the door through which the 
volunteers could see out, as a street lamp 
was burning outside. There was a tense 
moment when two policemen put their 
backs against the door. They stood there 
for about ten minutes … but they moved 
off as quickly as they came.’
 
But given the confusion surrounding 
Eoin MacNeill’s ‘countermand’ and the 
failure of communications with Dublin, 
and although they mobilised again on 
Easter Monday night, the Derry volunteers 
eventually dispersed to await further 
instructions which never actually came. 
Liam Brady describes how, while the 
fighting continued in Dublin, on Tuesday 

25 and Wednesday 26 April, the Derry 
volunteers held evening meetings at their 
Orchard Street hall, concentrating on First 
Aid practice. He tells us how one local 
volunteer was arrested on Wednesday 
and eight others at noon on Thursday, all 
eventually to be interned in Frongoch in 
Wales.
 
Liam Brady was actively involved in 
the War of Independence and was 
still recalling his republican youth in 
interviews at his home in Carnhill in  
the 1980s. 
 
Brian Lacey

Liam Brady  
(born 1899)

The Rising in Derry
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Republican and GAA supporter.
 
The son of an inspector in the Royal Irish 
Constabulary, Eamonn MacDermott was 
born in Bellarena in County Derry. He 
later came to live in Derry and worked as 
a docker until an accident led him to leave 
that trade. He opened a tobacconist shop 
in Derry which he ran until his republican 
activities made this impossible.
 
Eamonn MacDermott was an avid 
member of the Gaelic Athletic Association 
and a founding member of the local 
branch of the Gaelic League. He was 
a member of the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood (IRB) and joined the Irish 
Volunteers upon their formation in 1913. 
When the Volunteers split over John 
Redmond’s support for the war effort, 
he was part of an inner circle of local 
republicans committed to an armed 
insurrection.
 
In August 1915, Eamonn MacDermott 
was part of the delegation from Derry that 
attended the funeral of O’Donovan Rossa 

in Dublin. A glance at the photograph of 
that event shows him in the inner circle 
quite close to Pearse, Clarke and other 
republican leaders.
 
Eamonn was among the group of local 
men who mobilised for the Rising and 
awaited their orders, only to disperse 
when the countermanding order arrived. 
In the days following the Rising, he 
was arrested with seven other Derry 
republicans and imprisoned in Frongoch. 
Released at Christmas 1916, Eamonn 
MacDermott became a leading Sinn Fein 
activist and was the Derry delegate at the 
1917 Ard Fheis in Dublin. His pass to this 
event can be seen in the Tower Museum.
 
After Partition, the MacDermott family 
moved to live in Buncrana. The family had 
three children, among them Domhnall 
who became a well-known doctor in 
Derry. Eamonn MacDermott died on  
1 March 1957.

Eamonn MacDermott (grandson)

Eamonn MacDermott   
(1881 — 1957)
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1916: Untold Stories 
The Rising in Dublin

Local man who fought in the GPO  
during the Easter Rising.
 
John Lafferty was born into a small 
farming family in the townland of 
Doaghs, Magilligan in 1894. As a young 
man he immigrated to Glasgow and 
began an apprenticeship as an engineer 
in a locomotive works. Here, in 1915, 
he was sworn into the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood (IRB) and joined the Irish 
Volunteers. In March 1916, he was directed 
to proceed to Dublin and report to the 
IRB headquarters in Dawson Street. When 
he got to Dublin, Lafferty was sent to 
a training camp at the Larkfield Mill in 
Kimmage. This camp was home to a group 
of around 90 Irish men with engineering 
skills who had been living in Britain but 
returned to Ireland in preparation for the 
planned Easter Rising. The men spent 
the time leading up to Easter making 
homemade bombs, bullets and bayonets. 
They became known as the Kimmage 
Garrison, and played a central role in the 
fighting that took place in the GPO and 
the Sackville (now O’Connell) Street area 
during Easter Week.
 
John Lafferty was mobilized along with the 
rest of the Kimmage Garrison volunteers 
on Easter Monday morning. They marched 
to Liberty Hall under the command of 
Count George Plunkett and then joined 
the other Irish Volunteer and Irish Citizen 
Army members. From here, Lafferty 
marched to the GPO, where he fought 
under the command of James Connolly, 
Padraig Pearse and ‘The O’Rahilly’. He 
was part of the retreat down Moore Street 
and surrendered with his comrades on 

the Saturday of Easter Week. He was taken 
immediately to the nearby Rotunda, then 
to Richmond Barracks, before being sent 
to Knutsford Prison in Cheshire. He was 
finally moved to the Frongoch internment 
camp in Wales along with the other Easter 
Rising participants.
 
Lafferty was released with most of his 
fellow internees at Christmas 1916, and 
went back to Dublin. Here he reported 
to Michael Collins who directed him to 
return home to Magilligan and get in 
contact with local republicans. In late 
1917, he contacted the Irish Volunteer 
leaders in Derry City and then formed 
a Sinn Féin club and a company of 
Volunteers in the north of the county. 
The republican movement was not very 
active in this part of the county during 
the 1919-22 period, but Lafferty, who now 
worked on the railways in Belfast, appears 
to have taken part in some of the Labour 
movement actions in support of the 
republicans at this time.
 
In early 1922, the newly established 
Northern Ireland government 
implemented a major clampdown on 
republicans. Many of them fled to the 
safety of the twenty-six counties, with 
most Derry republicans crossing into 
Donegal. The republican forces were at 
this time split over the Treaty, but the 
Civil War had not yet begun. An uneasy 
truce existed between the two sides, and 
there were plans to concentrate efforts 
on attacking Northern Ireland. Lafferty 
crossed to Moville, where he joined the 
Free State Army and prepared to take part 
in joint attacks on the north.  

John Lafferty  
(1894 — 1958)

The Rising in Dublin
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When these attacks failed to materialize 
and after the Civil War began on 28 June, 
Lafferty refused to fight against his fellow 
republicans. He was detained by his 
superiors before being released with pay 
for his service towards the end of 1922.
 
Lafferty, like many of those from the 
north who fought in the independence 
movement, found himself in a very 
difficult situation in the mid-1920s. 
With his well-known history he found 
it impossible to find work in the new 
Northern Ireland state. He had given 
up his apprenticeship in 1916, had no 
recognized skills and so had little prospect 
of work in the Free State either. With few 
options open to him, he tried to set up a 
business but it failed to sustain him and 
his family. Lafferty’s wife passed away in 
1926, leaving him with four young children 
and no means of supporting them. By 
early 1927 he was in debt, had given up 
his family home, and sent his children to 
live with his parents. The family farm at 
Doaghs was up for sale and the children 
often missed school because they had 
to sustain long periods without food or 
sufficient clothing.

In 1924, the Free State government 
announced that anyone who had been 
on ‘active service’ in the period from 1916 
to 1923 would be entitled to a military 
service pension after a strict process 
of assessment. Lafferty applied for the 
pension and remained in a desperate 
financial state while he awaited a 
decision in his case. He was granted a 
yearly pension of £25 16s. 8d. in 1927. In 
April of the following year, John Lafferty 
immigrated to Canada, and eventually 
settled in Chicago. His children remained 
in Ireland with his parents, the military 
service pension used to support them. He 
planned to return home to his children, 
but eventually remarried and took a job as 
a clerk on the railways. He never returned 
to Ireland and died of skin cancer in 1958, 
at the age of 64.
 
Adrian Grant

Above

Prisoners being held following the Rising in Dublin. 
Courtesy of South Dublin County Libraries. 
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Gaelic scholar and Irish language  
and independence activist.
 
Eoin MacNeill was born in Glenarm, 
County Antrim on 15 May 1867, but spent 
most of his life in Dublin.  A founder of 
Conradh na Gaeilge (Gaelic League), he 
was an activist in both the Irish language 
and independence movements. He 
was a distinguished historian of Gaelic 
Ireland and in 1909 he became professor 
of early and medieval Irish history at 
University College Dublin. His article 
‘The North began’, pointing to the recent 
establishment  of the unionist Ulster 
Volunteers (UVF), provided the impetus 
for the founding in November 1913 of 
the nationalist Irish Volunteers; MacNeill 
became commander-in-chief.
 
Contrary to the popular Nationalist 
leader John Redmond, MacNeill opposed 
British Army recruitment in Ireland for 
the First World War and remained in the 
much-reduced Volunteers following the 
consequent split in the movement in 1914. 
He believed that armed resistance against 
the British government was justifiable 
under certain conditions.
 
But unknown to MacNeill until the end, 
a small group of the Military Committee 
of the Irish Republican Brotherhood – 
which operated clandestinely within the 
ranks of the larger organisation, planned 
secretly to use a national mobilisation of 
the Irish Volunteers at Easter 1916 as a 
cover for a general uprising. On hearing 
this MacNeill was initially persuaded 
to support the plan. But learning of the 
loss of arms sent from Germany and the 
arrest of Roger Casement, and realising 
that military success was impossible, 
MacNeill issued a ‘countermanding order’ 
cancelling the Volunteer ‘manoeuvres’.  

The countermand was issued from the 
Rathgar (Dublin) home of Dr Séamus 
Ó Ceallaigh. Although born in Belfast Ó 
Ceallaigh had County Derry parents and 
had many connections with the county. 
He was a close friend of MacNeill and was 
himself an ‘amateur’ historian of Gaelic 
Ulster. As a result of the ‘countermand’, 
the Rising did not break out throughout 
the country and, as in most places outside 
Dublin, the Derry volunteers dispersed 
without engaging in military action.
 
MacNeill was arrested and, having 
accepted joint responsibility for the Rising, 
was sentenced to life imprisonment. He 
was released in 1917. He resumed his 
activism and was chosen as the Sinn Féin 
candidate for Londonderry City in the 
December 1918 general election at the 
end of the war. Sinn Fein was the minority 
party in Derry but, to avoid splitting the 
anti-unionist vote, Cardinal Michael Logue 
was asked to allocate the constituencies 
across Ulster. He awarded Derry to Sinn 
Féin. MacNeill won the seat and, although 
elected to Westminster, took his place in 
Dáil Éireann in Dublin. He took the Treaty 
side in 1922 and his family split during 
the ensuing Civil War. He later became 
Free State Minister of Education, with a 
commitment to reintroducing Irish. He 
came back to Derry in 1924 as a member 
of the Boundary Commission. During 
one of the Commission’s stays in the city 
the mayor organised an outing to the 
Grianán of Aileach monument. When the 
commission eventually collapsed, that 
incident gave rise to the false allegations 
that MacNeill was more interested 
in archaeology than the fate of the 
nationalists of Derry.
 
Brian Lacey

Eoin MacNeill   
(1867 — 1945)

The Rising in Dublin
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One of the 485 individuals who lost their 
lives during the 1916 Easter Rising.
 
Educated at Foyle College, and a member 
of Strand Road Presbyterian Church, he 
was the eldest son of Andrew Alexander 
and Rebecca Love Crockett, ‘Mountfield,’ 
Templemore Park, Londonderry. Charles 
Love Crockett’s remains are interred in 
the family grave in Derry City Cemetery, 
and his name is commemorated on the 
Diamond War Memorial.
 
A member of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, Crockett was one of many 
who enlisted during the Great War. He 
was formerly in the Queen’s University 
Officer Training Corps, and on receipt of 
his commission was attached to the 12th 
Battalion Inniskillings. He accompanied 
a detachment from his battalion at the 
Enniskillen depot to the disturbed area 
in Dublin, and there met his death. 
Confusion surrounded Crockett’s death. 
The Derry Journal said he had been shot 
inadvertently by ‘one of the military 
sentries’ – what would be called in this day 
and age ‘blue on blue’ or ‘friendly fire’. The 
Derry Standard, however, contradicted 
the statement, saying that a medical 
examination of the wound revealed that it 
was caused either by an expanding bullet 
or by a piece of metal fired from a shotgun. 
The newspaper went on to say that it was 
known that the rebels employed dum-dum 
bullets and cartridges filled with small 
pieces of iron.

 

The following letter, uncovered in the 
Public Record Office in London, and 
written by Crockett’s commanding officer 
at the beginning of May 1916, appears to 
clear up the mystery as to how Crockett 
met his death, but adds more confusion 
as to the date of death and whether it 
was instantaneous on 27 April – as the 
letter claims – or from gunshot wounds in 
hospital on 29 April – as was reported in 
the Derry press:
 
‘Sir, I beg to report that 2/Lieut CL 
Crockett, of the Battalion under my 
command, was killed at Dublin under the 
following circumstances – On Thursday 
27th ult. He went out at 10.15 pm, and 
was posted at Aldborough House, near 
Fitzwilliam Street, with the Lewis Gun 
Section. He was instructed to get in touch 
with the Officers of the Dublin Fusiliers, 
whose headquarters were about 100 yards 
up the Street, and about 10.15 pm he left 
his post to do so. On running across the 
Street he was fired at and hit by a Sentry, 
death being instantaneous.’
 
The funeral of Charles Love Crockett took 
place on Wednesday 3 May 1916. Full 
military honours were abandoned at the 
request of his parents, and no military 
sign could be seen except the walking four 
abreast behind the hearse of four of his 
brother officers. It being impossible to get 
a coffin in Dublin, one was conveyed by 
motor from Derry, and the remains of 2nd 
Lieutenant Crockett were brought back 
from the Irish capital to the Maiden City.

Trevor Temple   

Charles Love Crockett    
(1896 — 1916)
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Footballer and soldier who played an 
important part in the ending of the 
Easter Rising.
 
William McGahey was in action on the 
streets of Dublin in the final days of 
the Rising. After the surrender, Sir John 
Leslie, of the 12th Inniskilling Fusiliers, 
addressing the troops who had been 
involved in the fighting, thanked them 
for their bravery and for the magnificent 
example William McGahey had shown to 
the men, rallying them time and again 
when subjected to heavy firing by the  
rebel forces.
 
William McGahey, brother of Private James 
McGahey, was a well-known public figure 
in the city of Londonderry, and reached 
the military rank of Company Sergeant 
Major. He was educated at the Cathedral 
Schools, was the founder of a billposting 
business, and an active member of the 
UVF. For twelve years he represented the 
East Ward of Londonderry as an official 

Unionist on the Corporation, and was 
one of the senior magistrates of the city, 
having received his commission in 1912. 
He was a member of the Foyle Defenders 
Loyal Orange Lodge 1495, and was also a 
Freemason, being attached to St Clair 362 
Lodge, Glasgow.
 
William McGahey was keenly interested in 
soccer, and was one of the prime movers 
in the formation of Derry City F.C. In his 
younger days he was himself a noted 
footballer and played for the Hibernians 
and Derry Celtic senior teams and other 
local elevens. In 1910, he won an Irish 
Cup runner-up medal, having played as 
left half on the Derry Celtic team against 
Linfield in the final. He retired from the 
game owing to an injury he received in  
a match.

William McGahey died at his residence, 
43 Fountain Street, on 16 August 1933.

Trevor Temple   

William McGahey     
(1877 — 1933)

The Rising in Dublin

Right

The funeral of William McGahey takes place in Derry. 
Courtesy of Bigger and McDonald collection, Libraries NI.
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1916: Untold Stories 
The Cause of Labour

Derry’s leading trade unionist and 
President of the Irish Trades Union 
Congress (ITUC).
 
McCarron came to local prominence in 
unemployed protests in 1887 and was 
instrumental in the formation of Derry 
Trades Council in 1888. A handicraft tailor 
and branch secretary of the Manchester-
based Amalgamated Society of Tailors, 
he led the union’s campaign against 
sweatshop labour in Derry in 1890 and 
was imprisoned for riot and unlawful 
assembly.
 

At the second annual ITUC, in Cork 
in 1895, McCarron was elected to 
the parliamentary committee, as the 
Congress’s executive was called. He would 
serve on the committee up to 1909, being 
chairman in 1897, 1898, and 1906, and 
president of the ITUC in 1899, 1907, and 
1910. Initially he was seen as a radical, 
and regularly supported motions calling 
for public ownership of land, mines, and 
railways. He also helped his daughter 
Annie to organize shirt-factory girls 
into the City of Derry Textile Operatives’ 
Society in 1906.
 

James McCarron  
(1856 — 1917)

28 The Cause of Labour
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Like many trade unionists in colonial 
Ireland, McCarron dealt with the 
political complexities through 
compartmentalization. On election to 
Derry Corporation in 1901, he insisted 
that he was a Labour councillor and would 
keep his well-known nationalist views 
quite separate. He summed up his attitude 
in a verse, while supporting a pro-Union 
Labour candidate:

Then let the orange lily be
Thy badge, my working brother,
The everlasting green for me,
And we for one another.
 
As befitted a father of 14, McCarron’s 
priority on the Corporation was the 
provision of playgrounds for children. For 
all his nationalism, McCarron argued for 
Irish workers to be in British-based unions 
and vehemently opposed Jim Larkin and 
his socialist republicanism. The admission 
to the ITUC of Larkin’s Irish Transport 
and General Workers’ Union (ITGWU) in 
1910 was a bitter pill for McCarron, and 
he ceased to be an officer in Congress 
subsequently. As Labour moved left under 
Larkin and James Connolly, McCarron and 
his politics were backwatered.

 

During the First World War, McCarron 
assisted the recruitment drive and 
opposed Labour’s anti-conscription 
campaign. On 10 October 1918 he became 
Derry Trades Council’s most notable 
casualty of the war, when he was lost with 
the torpedoed mail boat RMS Leinster en 
route to a union meeting in London. In 
death he united socialists and policemen, 
republicans and Unionists. The Lord 
Mayor of Dublin intervened to secure a 
coffin – the city’s undertakers being struck 
– and ITUC leaders and a large contingent 
of ITGWU men escorted the remains to 
the Great Northern Railway terminus at 
Amiens Street. PT Daly, a republican and 
old sparring partner in Congress, rode 
with him to Foyle Road, Derry, where 
hundreds waited with Mayor Anderson. 
McCarron’s son, Joseph, was a private in 
the Royal Irish Fusiliers and RIC men took 
a lift of the coffin. A film of the vast funeral 
cortege was shown in Saint Columb’s 
Hall, and in March 1920 a twelve-foot 
high limestone Celtic cross was erected in 
McCarron’s memory in the City Cemetery 
by ‘leading citizens and trade union 
organisations as an appreciation of his 
life-work’.

Emmet O’Connor

ITUC parliamentary committee. James McCarron is 
seated far left. Courtesy National Library of Ireland.
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One of 20th century Ireland’s greatest 
agitators, an acclaimed writer, and an 
icon of socialist republicanism.
 
One of nine children, his parents ran a five 
acre farm in the Rosses, and his mother 
was a strong social radical. In 1911, he 
sat the King’s scholarship exam in Derry, 
allowing him to graduate as a primary 
teacher in 1913. Derry was the regional 
centre in various ways, and in March 
1918 O’Donnell affiliated his Gweedore 
and Rosses branch of the Irish National 
Teachers’ Organisation to Derry Trades 
Council. He was further radicalized by 
visits to Scotland on behalf of the tattie 
hawkers, and became a full organiser with 
the Irish Transport and General Workers’ 
Union (ITGWU).
 
In January 1919, O’Donnell arrived in 
Derry, lodging with a Gweedore man 
in Waterloo Street. The ITGWU branch 
which he founded (no.179) was based on 
employees in the city’s four cinemas, and 
James Houston, Bishop Street, became 
secretary. Another branch in Clady Urney 
(no.420), was launched in December 
1919. Within weeks of the ITGWU’s 
establishment in Derry, the Derry Journal 
editorialized on the presence of ‘avowedly 
revolutionary’ elements ‘discarding the 
application of Christian principles’. In 
the first of a series of letters to the press, 
O’Donnell assured the Journal: ‘The 
revolution is coming…’. 

The exchange would be characteristic 
of the spats that dogged his career in 
the city. While he sometimes lodged 
with Edward McCafferty, Amalgamated 
Society of Engineers, secretary of the 
Trades Council, and a Sinn Féin councillor 
in 1920, at 11 Northland Avenue, his 

relations with the Trades Council were 
not cordial. O’Donnell made no secret of 
his Connollyite politics and strained to 
link the ITGWU with the independence 
struggle. Dominated by British trade 
unions, the Trades Council decided that 
there was no need for the ITGWU in Derry 
and denied it affiliation.
 
O’Donnell joined the IRA in 1919. In 
mid-1920 he assumed command of the 
2nd Battalion, Donegal Brigade, whose 
operational area included Derry City. 
Warned of an impending arrest by an RIC 
sergeant in Derry, ‘a fervent Unionist’ 
whom he had helped in the setting up of 
the Police and Prison Officers’ Union, he 
went on the run as a full-time IRA man 
in November 1920. His short trade union 
career was over, apart from occasional 
work for tattie hawkers and the Scottish 
Farm Servants’ Union. He returned to 
Derry only for occasional visits.
 
O’Donnell’s intervention in Derry would 
become hugely controversial. He clashed 
with the local IRA, and has been accused 
of dividing workers on sectarian lines, 
damaging the city’s industry, and closing 
Watt’s distilleries. Yet the criticisms are 
not well-founded, and can be traced to 
the resentment of the city’s easygoing 
republicans, the opposition of British 
trade unions, and the intense hostility of 
employers. And, it must be said, O’Donnell 
too had his problems and was a man 
‘who wanted to be the bride at every 
wedding, and the corpse at every funeral’. 
Ultimately, his difficulty was that he was 
revolutionary in a conservative city, whose 
leaders were unwilling to confront the fact 
that it was on the verge of a long decline.

Emmet O’Connor

Peadar O’Donnell   
(1893 — 1986)



Trade unionist and women’s rights 
campaigner.
 
Sarah Doherty was born on 22 July 1884, 
the sixth child and third daughter in 
a family of thirteen children born to 
Manasses Doherty and Sarah (McDaid) 
in 9 Wellington Street in the Bogside in 
Derry. Sarah, like her sisters, went to 
work in the shirt factory, probably aged 
fourteen. She became involved in the trade 
union movement around the time of the 
Shirtcutters strike in 1913.
 
She held various posts, including 
organising Secretary of the Derry Branch 
of the Tailor and Garment Workers Union, 
secretary of the Tailor and Tailoresses 
Society and a member of the Shirtmaking 
Wages Council. It is said that her union 
activities led to her being denounced from 
the altar in her local church, but that did 
not stop her from attending mass.
 

The Doherty family were all strongly 
nationalist and were actively involved in 
local politics. Following a stirring speech 
from Redmond urging nationalists to ‘help 
free a small Catholic country (Belgium) 
and further the cause of Home Rule’, 
her brother John, six years younger than 
her and a barber, decided to join the 6th 
Battalion Royal Irish Regiment. He died 
only a few months later on 21 January 
1916 at Loos, France. His name is on the 
memorial there and also on the Diamond 
War Memorial.
 
Sarah never married and lived at 133 Lecky 
Road along with her brothers until her 
death on 24 October 1947. The children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren of 
her brothers and sisters figure prominently 
in the political and community life of 
Derry to the present day.

Gabrielle Deans (great niece)

Sarah Doherty   
(1884 — 1947)
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1916: Untold Stories 
On the Western Front

Local footballer and one of 115 local 
soldiers killed on the opening day of  
the Battle of the Somme on 1 July 1916.
 
The majority of Ulstermen killed at the 
Somme came from the Protestant Unionist 
tradition. The sheer scale of loss and 
suffering experienced by the unionist 
community on 1 July 1916, has virtually 
eclipsed reference to – and rendered 
almost forgotten – the death and suffering 
of Irish Catholics on that same day. At least 
eleven of the 115 local men who died were 
Derry Catholics, and ten of those were 
members of the 1st Inniskilling Fusiliers, 
including Private Bernard (Barney) 
Donaghey.
 
Barney Donaghey was born on 23 
December 1882. He was the husband of 
Sarah, who resided at both 106 St Columb’s 
Wells, and 1 Fulton Place, Derry. His name 
is recorded on the Thiepval Memorial 

to the Missing, Somme, France, and 
commemorated on the Diamond War 
Memorial.   
 
Barney was a well-known and popular 
footballer, having played for Derry Celtic, 
Belfast Celtic, Glentoran, Hibernian, 
Manchester United, Burnley, and other 
teams. He played in the Irish, Scottish and 
English Leagues.
 
Barney was previously wounded in 
the head by shrapnel, and spent time 
recovering in a hospital at Tanta, Egypt. 
On that occasion he wrote a letter home 
saying that he was on his way to recovery, 
and added: ‘The other four soldiers that 
were beside me were killed. It was an awful 
sight. I am sure it was the prayers that 
saved me.’

Trevor Temple

Barney Donaghey   
(1882 — 1916)
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The only female name on 
the Diamond War Memorial.
 
Laura was the youngest daughter of 
William Gailey, stationer, and Margaret 
Elizabeth Gailey. She lived at 6 Bayview 
Terrace Derry and was one of the first 
Voluntary Aid Detachment nurses to 
volunteer for the war effort.
 
Laura had been engaged in military 
hospital duties when she died on 24 March 
1917, following an attack of measles, 
which developed into pneumonia. On 
Thursday 29 March 1917, the Londonderry 
Sentinel announced that Miss Laura Gailey 
was buried the previous day, with full 
military honours.
 

Further details of Miss Gailey’s funeral 
were given in a letter from an English 
gentleman to a friend in Londonderry: ‘I 
have just come from attending the funeral 
of Nurse Gailey, a most impressive and 
solemn spectacle. Ranking as an officer, 
the deceased lady was entitled by King’s 
Regulations to a funeral with full military 
honours. The firing party and band 
numbered about eighty, and there were 
about 200 nurses present to pay the last 
tribute to a dead sister, whom everybody 
in Fazakerley Hospital liked for her gentle 
disposition and ready sympathy.’

Trevor Temple

Laura Marion Gailey    
(1886 — 1917)
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A young soldier from the City.
 
Samuel’s mother had died young and he 
was raised by his grandmother, Sarah 
Sweeney of 34 Nailors Row, Bogside. Aged 
just sixteen years old he enlisted into the 
16th Irish Division with 300 others from 
the catholic nationalist areas of Derry 
between December 1914 and January 
1915. His brother James was already 
a serving soldier as were many of his 
extended family.
 
On his enlistment form he states that he 
was eighteen years old and the recruiter 
stated he appeared to be nineteen years 
old. While training at Cork, Samuel heard 
the sad news of his brother, James’ death.
 
Samuel saw action at Guillemont and 
Ginchy on the Somme on 3 and 9 
September 1916. The men from Derry 
suffered huge casualties at these battles 
but captured their objectives. Their next 
major battle was June 1917 at Messines in 

Belgium. Here the 16th Irish Division were 
led into battle alongside the 36th Ulster 
Division by Major Willie Redmond, brother 
of John. Once again Samuel survived a 
major battle, one of the few to do so.
 
Samuel’s luck finally ran out on 3 August 
1917, when he was hit by shrapnel from 
an artillery shell. He died two days 
later. Letters in his kit bag show that his 
grandmother had tried desperately to have 
him sent home for being underage. He was 
just eighteen years old upon death yet a 
decorated and experienced war veteran.
 
Family lore indicates that the reason he 
declined a discharge was that he had 
found love on the Western Front with a 
girl. His grandmother who failed to get 
him home from the War made sure that his 
name is commemorated alongside James 
on the Diamond War Memorial.

Seamus Breslin

Samuel Leo McClintock    
(1899 — 1917)

Letter home from 
Samuel McClintock 
to Sarah, 29 July 
1916, from Tower 
Museum collection.



Military medal winner who fought at  
the Battles of the Somme and Messines.
 
Born in 1898 to Andrew and Minnie 
Pollock in the small village of Artigarvan, 
County Tyrone, Robert (Bobbie) Pollock 
was politically active during the Home 
Rule crisis. Along with his friends he 
signed the Ulster Covenant at Artigarvan 
church hall in 1912.
 
Bobbie was a member of the Tyrone 
battalion of Carson’s UVF which was 
subsequently integrated into Kitchener’s 
‘New Army’ in 1915 as 9th Battalion Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers (Tyrones), part of the 
36th (Ulster) Division.
 

Bobbie was placed in charge of a machine 
gun crew, and attained the rank of 
Sergeant. He was injured by shrapnel 
during the first advance at the Battle of 
the Somme taking six hours to crawl back 
to his own lines. He recovered and was 
present at the Battle of Messines in 1917. 
Bobbie was awarded the Military Medal 
for gallantry.
 
In 1918, Bobbie was wounded in the thigh 
by a German bayonet and was taken 
prisoner. The wound became infected, and 
Bobbie died from septicaemia on the 27 
April 1918. He was 22 years of age. He is 
buried in Hautmont Communal Cemetery 
France.

Adrian Beattie 

Robert Pollock     
(1898 — 1918)
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James McGahey’s  
medal card.

Below (main image)

Troops helping to 
get an ambulance 
belonging to the 
16th (Irish) Division 
through the mud 
in Mametz Wood, 
Somme, July 1916.  
© IWM (Q 4015).
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Died on 16 July 1916, from wounds on the 
opening day of the Battle of the Somme.

James McGahey was a prominent 
footballer in the city of Londonderry prior 
to August 1914 and was one of six brothers 
who joined up at the outbreak of the war. 
The McGahey family’s contribution to 
the war effort was acknowledged by Sir 
Edward Carson in a letter to the brothers’ 
mother, Elizabeth, around December 
1914:
 
‘It gave me great pleasure to learn that 
your six sons have joined the Army – three 
of them in the Ulster Division of Lord 

Kitchener’s Army, one in the 6th Battalion 
Inniskillings, one in the 3rd Battalion, 
and one at the front with the Canadian 
contingent. You must be very proud of the 
record of your family…Your sons have set 
a fine example for others to follow, and I 
hope they will all return to you in safety at 
the end of the war. I shall be glad if you will 
tell them that they have my best wishes in 
the noble task they have undertaken.’
 
James McGahey is buried in Germany 
and is remembered on the Diamond War 
Memorial.

Trevor Temple

James McGahey     
(1887 — 1916)  
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An outstanding airman and the  
most decorated local man of the  
First World War.
 
Born in the city, Robert was the youngest 
of four children of the Reverend Robert 
Dickey and his wife, Mary Jane. Aged 
eighteen when war broke out, he joined 
the Royal Navy and subsequently 
transferred to the Royal Naval Air Service 
(RNAS).

Dickey flew flying-boats on operations 
against German U-boats and Zeppelin 
airships. His service consisted in flying as 
second pilot or, later, as captain of flying-
boats on what were known as ‘Spider’s 
Web’ patrols over the North Sea. 

Those patrols were aimed at deterring or 
destroying the German submarines that 
threatened Britain’s sea communications 
with North America. By 1916 this was the 
greatest threat that Britain faced.
 
The U-boats operated from German ports 
and from the important ports of Ostend 
and Zeebrugge in occupied Belgium and 
had to cross the North Sea to reach their 
patrol areas in the Atlantic where they 
could engage merchant ships heading  
for ports in the British Isles.

 

Robert Dickey DSO DSC & Bar      
(1895 — 1959) 
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RNAS flying-boat patrols over the North 
Sea were based on the North Hinder 
light, the pattern of patrolling around 
that focal point giving rise to the term 
Spider’s Web. Squadrons based on the 
East Anglian ports of Felixstowe in Suffolk 
and Great Yarmouth in Norfolk flew the 
patrols using Curtiss H-12 flying boats, 
known as Large Americas in British 
service. Although weather conditions 
could prevent operations, the aircraft flew 
their lengthy patrols whenever possible. 
They also sought out German airships, 
Zeppelins, crossing the North Sea to bomb 
Britain.        
 
On 14 June 1917, Zeppelin L-43, a 600ft-
long leviathan, was on its way to bomb 
London when a Curtiss H-12 intercepted 
the airship off Vlieland on the Dutch coast. 
Although L-43 had bombed dockland 
targets in Britain and attacked the 
Australian cruiser HMAS Sydney on 4 May, 
it was on its final flight on 14 June.
 
The airship was spotted by the Curtiss 
H-12 flown by Flight Lieutenant Basil 
Deacon Hobbs and Flight Sub-Lieutenant 
Robert Frederick Lea Dickey, who attacked 
it. One of their air gunners fired tracer 
ammunition while Dickey also fired 
explosive rounds. L-43 burst into flames 
and fell into the sea. This earned Dickey 
the Distinguished Service Cross (DSC). 
He earned a Bar (a second award) to his 
DSC in September Dickey when he and 
Hobbs located the minelaying U-boat 

UC-6 in the North Sea. The boat, which 
had sunk more than 50 ships, was attacked 
and sunk by the pair. UC-6 was only the 
fourth submarine sunk by an aircraft. 
Hobbs and Dickey had a unique ‘double’, 
the destruction of both an airship and a 
submarine.

In the famous Zeebrugge Raid, on 23 
April 1918, Dickey, captaining his own 
aircraft, swept low over the harbour in 
a reconnaissance mission, in spite of 
intensive anti-aircraft fire. His courage and 
skill earned him the Distinguished Service 
Order (DSO), a gallantry award second 
only to the Victoria Cross.
 
In June 1918, Dickey was forced to alight 
on the surface off the Dutch coast to 
repair a fuel problem. However, German 
Hansa-Brandenburg seaplane fighters 
from Zeebrugge arrived on the scene 
and the greatest overwater air battle of 
the war followed. Dickey had to beach 
his plane and surrender to the Dutch 
authorities. He and his crew spent the rest 
of the war interned in the Netherlands. 
His reputation was considerable. A post-
war publication noted that ‘none have 
a finer record than Flight Lieutenant 
Dickey of Londonderry who fought 
Zepps and submarines and carried out 
bombardments on land and sea that won 
for him practically every decoration open 
to airmen save the Victoria Cross’. 

Richard Doherty 

Right 

Curtiss H-12 Large America, fitted 
with Rolls-Royce engines, of the 
Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS).
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Ireland’s greatest soldier-poet.
 
Ledwidge was born on 19 August 1887 at 
Slane, County Meath, and was the eighth 
of nine children. When Ledwidge was 
thirteen he left school to work at various 
jobs including farm hand, road mender 
and copper miner. In 1910, always aware of 
worker’s rights, he organised a strike at the 
copper mine and was sacked.
 
In 1912, he sent samples of his poetry 
to Lord Dunsany who was impressed by 
Ledwidge’s evocations of the beauties of 
the Boyne Valley and its wildlife. Dunsany 
arranged for Ledwidge’s first book of 
poems, Songs of the Fields, to be published 
in June 1914.
 
Ledwidge and his brother Joe were among 
the first to join the local branch of the Irish 
Volunteers in November 1913. When the 
Volunteers split over the issue of support 
for the war, Ledwidge sided with the 
minority opposed to joining the war effort. 
Yet a few weeks later, he enlisted in the 5th 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers along with Lord 
Dunsany.
 
Some have speculated that a heartbroken 
Ledwidge went to war because of the 
ending of his relationship with his fiancée, 
Ellie Vaughey. He himself wrote that he 
could not stand aside while others sought 
to defend Ireland’s freedom.
 

Francis Ledwidge was deeply affected 
by the events of the Rising which he 
heard about while recovering in hospital 
in Manchester from wounds sustained 
in Gallipoli and Serbia. He was court-
martialled and demoted from lance 
corporal in May 1916 for overstaying his 
home leave and insubordination to a 
superior officer.
 
Ledwidge was ordered to report 
to Ebrington Barracks in Derry for 
rehabilitation and training. He seems to 
have settled well during his short time in 
Derry and wrote a number of poems about 
the tragic events taking place in 1916. In 
his ‘Lament for the Poets’, he describes 
the dead leaders of the Easter Rising as 
blackbirds.
 
I heard the Poor Old Woman say: 
“At break of day the fowler came, 
And took my blackbirds from their songs 
Who loved me well thro’ shame and blame ...

But in the lovely hush of eve 
Weeping I grieve the silent bills” 
I heard the Poor Old Woman say 
In Derry of the little hills.
 
Francis Ledwidge was posted back to the 
Western Front in January 1917 and was 
killed by an exploding shell while mending 
a road during the third battle of Ypres on  
31 July 1917.

Bob Mairs

Francis Ledwidge   
(1887 — 1917)

The Poetry of  War
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Author, poet and the daughter of  
world famous hymn writer  
Cecil Frances Alexander.
 
Eleanor Jane Alexander was born in 
Strabane, County Tyrone, in 1857. She spent 
30 years of her life in Londonderry when her 
father William Alexander was Anglican Lord 
Bishop of Derry and Raphoe (1867-1896), 
before becoming Archbishop of Armagh and 
Primate of All Ireland on 25 February 1896.
 
Like her mother, Eleanor played an active 
part in the life of St Columb’s Cathedral. She 
took a prominent role in the organising of 
plays and other entertainments on behalf of 
parochial funds. Eleanor was an authoress 
and poetess, and wrote several books, 
including Lady Anne’s Walk (1903), The Lady 
of the Well (1906) and The Rambling Rector 
(1904).
 
In late June 1917, approaching the first 
anniversary of the beginning of the Somme 
campaign of July 1916, Eleanor Alexander 
wrote a ‘Commemorative Ode’ on the 36th 
(Ulster) Division for the Belfast Telegraph, 
which attracted widespread attention at the 
time. Some of the verses are appended:

 

Heaven for a moment; heaven, then hell,
Into the sunshine yellow on the grass
With brows uplifted, stern-lipped,  
glad they pass
To shot and splitting shell.
 
Now in the open, now at last
For love of liberty in England’s name,
To prove the soul of Derry’s ancient fame,
The mettle of Belfast
 
Not tear-dimmed, downcast, follow higher
Proud eyes, the well-beloved that toil and strain
In battle-storm and death and bitter pain
Through enfilading fire.
 
On to the trenches burrowed deep –
What of the brave, the brave who fight and fall
On to that last line in the smoke’s grey pall,
To have, to hold, to keep.
 
When Eleanor’s father passed away in 1911, 
the King, to mark appreciation of his career, 
granted her rooms in Hampton Court 
Palace, where she resided until her death  
on 3 June 1939.

Trevor Temple

Eleanor Jane Alexander    
(1857 — 1939)
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Nationalist, soldier, poet, academic and 
Member for Parliament (MP) for East 
Tyrone, including the town of Strabane. 
 
Tom Kettle was born into a strongly 
nationalist family in Artane, Dublin on 9 
February 1880. His father Andrew was a 
supporter of Parnell and stood for election 
as a nationalist candidate on several 
occasions. Kettle enjoyed a distinguished 
academic career at University College 
Dublin where he was friends with Francis 
Sheehy-Skeffington, Oliver St. John 
Gogarty and James Joyce.
 
Appointed UCD’s first Professor of 
National Economics in 1908, Tom Kettle 
got on well with his fellow academic, 
Thomas MacDonagh and contributed 
articles on economics to his magazine  
The Irish Review.
 
Tom Kettle was a member of the 
Provisional Committee of the Irish 
Volunteers and was in Belgium buying 
rifles when war broke out in August 
1914. He witnessed first-hand German 
aggression in Belgium and volunteered 
to fight against it on his return to Ireland. 
Kettle enlisted in the 9th Dublin Fusiliers 
in the 16th (Irish) Division and was given 
the rank of lieutenant.  
 
Tom Kettle was on leave in Ireland when 
the Easter Rising took place. His initial 

reaction of shock and anger at the rebels, 
changed with the executions of the leaders. 
His judgement on the Rising would prove 
prophetic: ‘These men will go down in 
history as heroes and martyrs; and I will 
go down – if I go down at all – as a bloody 
British officer.’
 
Five days before his death at the Battle of 
Ginchy on the Somme on 9 September 
1916, Thomas Kettle wrote a moving 
poem to his three-year-old daughter Betty, 
explaining his reasons for enlisting to fight 
in the war. It has become his epitaph. The 
last three lines of the poem are carved into 
the base of the memorial to Tom Kettle in 
St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin.
 
Know that we fools, now with the foolish dead,
Died not for flag, nor King, nor Emperor,
But for a dream, born in a herdsman’s shed,
And for the secret Scripture of the poor.
 
In these memorable lines, Tom Kettle 
spoke for the many thousands of Irish 
nationalist soldiers who believed that 
they were giving their lives for a higher 
purpose than the British Empire. Although 
it ends with a religious vision of Christian 
redemption, the poem conveys a sense 
of loss, deep regret and quiet anger that 
echoes throughout the poetry of the First 
World War.

Marty Melarkey 

Tom Kettle     
(1880 — 1916)
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Well-known and talented literary  
figure in the City.
 
Born in County Antrim, Lily was the 
daughter of David and Mary Marcus who 
arrived in Londonderry when Lily was very 
young. In the 1901 Census, eighteen-year-
old Lily was working as a teacher, and living 
in Beechwood Avenue. A decade later, she 
was residing in Westland Terrace.
 
During her life, Lily Marcus maintained 
a profound interest in poetry and had 
many works published in support of such 
charitable organisations as St Dunstan’s for 
soldiers blinded during the 1914-18 War.
 
A poem in the book, ‘To the Blinded Heroes 
of the War,’ contains the lines:
 

Ye who, in your bright day of life, went forth
Into the ranks of unknown sacrifice,
And now return to your remaining night.
Your night! Whose vacant mystery reflects
No image of those dear familiar things
Which still surround your life, yet only meet
The unavailing glance of sightless eyes!
Oh! hero-pride is strong to die, but that
Which lives, undaunted by cruel lot,
Is Heroism, pure, great, infinite!
 
Lily Marcus passed away at her home on 
Northland Road on 5 September 1956.

Trevor Temple

Lily Marcus     
(1883 — 1956) 

Below 

A line of British troops blinded by tear gas at 
an Advanced Dressing Station near Bethune, 
10 April 1918. © IWM (Q 11586).
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